
 

 August 6, 2007 
 
To:  Beagle Advisory Committee Members 
 
Subject: FUTURE OF BRACE / SMALL PACK BEAGLE FIELD TRIALS 
 
 
There is an issue on the BAC Agenda concerning brace and small pack field trials.  I would like 
to provide you some background information so that each BAC member understands the context 
of the issue as you prepare for the Advisory Committee discussion. 
 
The Field Trial and Hunting Test Events Delegates Committee 
 
AKC member clubs have the right to send a delegate to represent their interests at quarterly AKC 
Delegate meetings.  These club delegates can run for seats on ten different working committees.  
One of these is the Field Trial and Hunting Test Events Committee.  This Committee has 11 
members representing all breed types that hold field trials and hunting tests.  This includes 
retrievers, pointing breeds, spaniels and hounds.  There is one member from a Beagle Club - 
David Bagaley, the delegate from the Central Beagle Club.  Mr. Bagaley has raised the issue 
that, in his opinion, Beagles winning in Brace and Small Pack Field Trials, while exhibiting 
some desirable hunting characteristics, are not adequately demonstrating the hunting qualities 
called for in the Beagle Field Trial Rules.  He has brought before the Committee a proposal that 
he drafted which, in his opinion, would solve this situation.  Please see the attachment.  Under 
this proposal, winning dogs in Brace and Small Pack Beagle events would, in the future, be 
awarded the title of Track Specialist (TS).  These dogs currently receive a Field Championship 
(FC) title.  The TS title would be a suffix title.  The FC is a prefix title. 
 
The Field Trial and Hunting Test Events Delegates Committee has decided to take a position on 
the issue raised by Mr. Bagaley’s proposal.  The Committee believes that the current 
performance of Beagles successfully competing in brace / small pack trials does not adequately 
demonstrate the hunting qualities expected from a performance Beagle.  The Committee has 
further concluded that if a FC title is being awarded for a performance that does not meet the 
high standards expected of an AKC Field Champion, it has a negative impact on FC titled dogs 
across all performance events. 
 
Mr. Bagaley has presented his proposal to the Board of the National Beagle Club and they 
unanimously approved his proposal. 
 
The delegates from two member clubs (Ms Joyce Klamut – Delegate from the Buckeye Beagle 
Club and Mr. Christopher Keenan – Delegate from the Empire Beagle Club) have written to the 
AKC Board expressing their objection to Mr. Bagaley’s proposal. 
 
 



What Is The Issue? 
 
The Beagle Field Trials Rules (Standard for Judging) state – 

● The Beagle is a trailing hound whose purpose is to find game, to pursue it in an energetic and 
decisive manner, and to show a determination to account for it. 

● The Standard of Performance describes both desirable and faulty actions.  Judges should use the 
Standards as a guide in evaluating performance to the extent that these actions contribute to 
accomplishment. 

● Judges should make their findings and selections on a basis calculated toward keeping the 
Beagle useful for both field trials and hunting purposes. 

 
Are the Beagles that are currently winning Brace and Small Pack field trials adequately 
achieving the performance standards called for in the Beagle Field Trial Rules? 
 
Addressing the Issue 
 
Every BAC member needs to consider how they feel about this situation.  Do you feel it is an 
issue?  If so, what do you think needs to be done? 
 
This is where your depth of experience, love for the sport, and thoughtfulness come into play.  
The BAC needs to have a focused and meaningful discussion on this topic.  The task in front of 
the BAC is to reach a consensus recommendation that can be presented to the Delegates 
Committee.     
 
Be aware - The Field Trial and Hunting Test Delegates Committee has decided this is an issue 
and they will adopt a recommended solution at their September 9th meeting.  They will do this 
with or without input from the BAC. 
 
Next Steps After BAC Meeting 
 
The AKC staff will present the BAC recommendations to the Delegates Committee on 
September 9th.  The Delegates Committee will decide upon their recommendations at that time.  
The AKC staff will present the Delegates Committee and the BAC recommendations to the AKC 
Board as soon afterwards as possible.  The Board will make the final decision. 

This is a potentially significant decision with regard to the future of AKC Brace and Small Pack 
Beagling.  I look forward to a meaningful discussion. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Director Performance Events 


