
2008 Beagle Advisory Committee Minutes 
71st BAC Meeting 

 
On August 6, 2008 at 10:00 AM EST the meeting was called to order by Mel Stewart, 
Chairman via teleconference.  Roll was taken and all accounted for.  AKC staff in the 
Raleigh office were Doug Ljungren, AVP Performance Events, Mel Stewart, Hound 
Field Director, Lisa Carroll, Karen Reuter and Lisa King.  AKC staff participating via 
teleconference were Assistant Field Director Jim Odle and Senior Field Representatives 
Michael Sergio, Bill VanDeBogart and Robert Oliver. 
 

# of 
Clubs Committee Member: Clubs: 

1 

Ron Anderson 
15 Jermyn Court 
Sterling, VA  20165 
703-421-8186  

National Beagle Club 

19 

Gerald Ells 
185 Regency Road 
Castle Rock, WA  98611 
360-695-7419 

Golden Bear Association of Beagle Clubs, 
Northwest Association of Beagle Club & 
California 

49 

Jerry Knuth 
911 4th Street 
Plover, WI  54467 
715-344-0017 

Abe Lincoln, Hoosier, Illiana, Northern 
South Hoosier, Western & Wisconsin 

46 

Art Boger 
97 Big Cove Road 
Candler, NC  28715 
701-288-3187 

Dixie Association of Beagle Clubs, Deep 
South, Delta, Southern, Southwestern & 
Tennessee Valley 

39 

James Grimes 
207 Beagle Run 
Shepherdsville, KY  40165 
502-543-6712 

Central Association of Beagle Clubs, 
Eastern Ohio, Miami, Northern Ohio, 
Southern Ohio, West Virginia 

65 

George Fields 
2973 Bridgepoint Drive 
Sophia, NC  27350 
336-431-5490 

Atlantic, Delaware, Delaware Valley, 
Carolinas, South Atlantic, Southeastern & 
Virginia 

44 

Ron Gray 
1751 State Route 168 
Georgetown, PA 15043 
724-573-1321 

Tri-State Association of Beagle Clubs, 
Eastern Lake Erie, Penn Central, Penn 
Mountain, West Penn, New England, 
Eastern New England, North Atlantic, & 
Red Jacket 

53 

Richie Houde 
14 Westside Drive 
Atkinson, NH  03833 
603-362-5106 

Northern Michigan Hare Association, 
Maine, New Hampshire-Vermont, New 
York & Pioneer Valley 
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47 

Gary DeFoor 
Box 178, Rd. #1 
Utica, PA  16323 
724-376-1237 

Northeastern Beagle Gundog Federation, 
Pennsylvania Beagle Gundog Federation,  
Iriquois Beagle Gundog Assn., Northeast 
Hunting Beagle Assn. 

38 

Scotty Pannell 
1573 County Road 88 
New Albany, MS  38652 
662-534-3818 

Deep South Beagle Gundog Federation, 
Mid – South Beagle Gundog Federation 

70 

Carl Buchanan 
PO Box 328 
Golconda, IL  62938 
618-683-2291 

United Beagle Gundog Federation 

37 

Gary Hanks 
PO Box 67 
Price, TX  75687 
903-861-3533 

Lone Star Beagle Assn., Mid – Atlantic 
Beagle Assn., Mid- West Beagle Assn. 

32 

John Prianti 
5157 Orangeport Road 
Brewerton, NY  13029 
315-676-4850 

Appalachian Beagle Gundog Federation, 
Mid America Gun Dog Fed, all unaffiliated 
Gundog Brace Clubs 

 
 
Mr. Stewart began by thanking the members of the BAC for their participation, 
expressing AKC’s respect for this long held tradition.  He then reported on the current 
state of the sport presenting the following event statistics: 
 

Format 2006 
Trials 

2006 
Entries 

2007 
Trials 

2007 
Entries 

Change in 
Trials 

Change in 
Entries 

Brace 311 21,682 316 20,879 + 5 - 803 
Gun Dog Brace 49 5,536 48 5,193 - 1 - 343 

Large Pack 59 5,710 61 5,744 + 2  + 34 
Small Pack 43 2,564 43 2,252 0 - 312 

Small Pack Option 234 23,788 252 24,555  + 18 + 767 
Two Couple Pack 18 1,188 28 1,656 + 10 + 468 

Total 714 60,468 748 60,279 + 34 - 189 
 
Mr. Stewart then reported on the success of the Advanced Beagle Seminars.  Through 
July staff has given 9 with attendees in excess of 600, 356 of which signed up and 
received credit towards their judge’s requirement.  Another 5 are scheduled for the 
remainder of 2008.  In addition, staff has given 5 regular seminars with another 6 
scheduled.  He reminded the BAC members that the Advanced Seminars given at the 
federations were held at no cost but as staff concludes this first time around the standard 
fee will apply. 
 
Jerry Knuth offered some feedback indicating people he’d spoken to, even those who 
initially resisted the new seminars, were more favorable after attending one.  He asked if 
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it was possible to schedule a regular seminar and an advanced the same weekend which 
Mr. Stewart indicated was doable. 
 
Doug Ljungren then gave a follow up on last year’s recommendations.  The AKC Board 
of Directors approved the judges’ education recommendation in February of 2008 which 
was implemented almost immediately with the first Advanced Beagle Seminar being held 
in March.   
 
Differentiating the Field Championship titles is also going before the Board.  It was 
presented to them in July to be voted on at the August meeting then it goes on to be 
presented to the Delegate body.  The recommended titles are reflective of the three 
distinct Beagle hunting styles:  FC – Brace, FC – Gundog, FC – Large Pack.  Staff has 
also recommended the creation of a Gundog Brace National Championship.  This idea 
will be voted on by the Board in August.  
 
If both recommendations are approved the first Gundog Brace Championship will be held 
in 2009 and differentiating the titles will be implemented in 2010 due to the need for 
computer programming.   
 
 
Items to be Voted On 
A majority vote is necessary for passage. 
 
1)  The first item on the agenda was then addressed, a trio format.  There was a request 
from the Gun Dog Brace clubs to lower the minimum number of entries from 30 to 21 
when allowing the Field Trial Committee the option of running trios (3 at a time) instead 
of braces (2 at a time) in the first series. 
 
Jerry Knuth made the comment that the people he represents had a somewhat “vanilla” 
response.  They appear to be quietly accepting this idea.  It does give the dogs more time 
on the ground and leaves less time for “parking lot politics.”  He will go along with it if 
it’s put in the hands of the Field Trial Committee at the time entries close. 
 
John Prianti indicated that his faction of Traditional Brace Beaglers were somewhat 
indifferent to the proposed rule change.  They were not opposed to it but were not going 
to throw support behind it either.  The rule change would not affect them.  He’d vote for 
it if it’s left as an option whether or not to do it. 
 
Jerry Knuth then made a motion to bring the matter to a vote.  John Prianti seconded that 
motion.  Mel Stewart indicated yes was to pass the rule change and no, not to pass. 
 
  Committee Member  Vote Cast 
 

Ron Anderson Yes 
Gerald Ells Yes 
Jerry Knuth Yes 
Art Boger Yes 
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James Grimes Yes 
George Fields Yes 
Ron Gray Yes 
Richie Houde Yes 
Gary DeFoor Yes 
Scotty Pannell Yes 
Carl Buchanan Yes 
Gary Hanks Yes 
John Prianti Yes 

 
  Results:  13 Yes, 0 No 
 
Let the record reflect the option of running trios instead of braces in the first series passed 
with a unanimous vote. 
 
2)  The second item on the agenda, splitting classes was then addressed.  Large Pack 
clubs would like to discuss giving the Field Trial Committee the right to split a class.  Mr. 
Stewart read the current rule of the Additional Standard Procedures, 6-B, Paragraphs 2 
and 3: 
 
 In case of an entry of over 25 hounds in a class, the Field Trial  
 Committee shall also have the following option:  if the entry in  
 class is over 25, the class may be split into two divisions; if the  
 entry is over 50, the class may be split into 3 divisions; if the entry 
 is over 75, the class may be split into 4 divisions.  The divisions 
 will be known as Qualifying Packs.  The Qualifying Packs shall  
 be drawn for, with an odd hound in each of the last two or three 
 packs. 
 
 The Qualifying Packs will run in the order drawn, each subsequent 
 pack to be cast as the previous Pack has been ordered up. 
 
Mr. Stewart indicated he was uncertain about the details of this proposal since there was 
already the ability to split the class if entry exceeded 25. 
 
Gary DeFoor indicated this would allow large packs to run packs sequentially versus 
simultaneously. 
 
Mr. Stewart asked for clarification from the Large Pack representative.  Richie Houde 
indicated that a lot of clubs grounds are not big enough to run two packs at the same time. 
 
Michael Sergio stated that he confirmed with Vic Costanza (2007 BAC Member who 
raised the issue last year) that his intent was to give clubs the option of running split 
classes simultaneously or one after the other depending on the availability of the grounds. 
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Richie Houde made a motion to vote on the proposed rule change.  Gary DeFoor 
seconded that motion.  A yes answer is to pass giving clubs the option, no is to not pass 
it. 
 
 
  Committee Member  Vote Cast     
 

Ron Anderson Yes 
Gerald Ells Yes 
Jerry Knuth Yes 
Art Boger Yes 
James Grimes Yes 
George Fields Yes 
Ron Gray Yes 
Richie Houde Yes 
Gary DeFoor Yes 
Scotty Pannell Yes 
Carl Buchanan Yes 
Gary Hanks Yes 
John Prianti Yes 

 
  Results:  13, Yes, 0 No 
 
Let the record reflect the proposed rule change giving clubs the option of running split 
packs simultaneously or sequentially passed with a unanimous vote. 
 
New Business  
 
1)  Ron Gray said he had agreed to request that the BAC consider the idea of combining 
classes by sex as well as size.  The basis for this request is that in some areas it was 
difficult to get 6 entries, particularly in the small male class.  Plus, some clubs do not 
have the game to support four days of trialing. 
 
John Prianti indicated for Traditional Brace and Gundog Brace events it would beneficial 
to the clubs if they had an option of running 2 classes in a trial.  They recently ran a 3 day 
trial consisting of 28 entries.  They could have run in 2 days if they were combined which 
would have been better for the Beaglers and the club. 
 
Art Boger commented that Chapter 9, Section 1 describes the 4 classes.  He suggested 
leaving it as is and adding to it giving the club the option to hold a trial with 2 classes 
either deciding at the trial or advertising prior to the trial.   
 
John Prianti stated that the Gundog Brace people would be in favor of putting this on the 
agenda for next year.   
 
The discussion continued as John Prianti wanted to know if it would affect all types. 
 

 5



If it was for all types, Scotty Pannell indicated they would be for it as long as you made it 
an option for the club. 
 
Carl Buchanan said that as long as it was an option and left up to the club’s discretion, 
they would be behind it. 
 
Gary DeFoor said that his association is against it across the board as it applies to 
Traditional Brace.  He suggested looking at it further saying he was willing to be open-
minded about it. 
 
Ron Anderson indicated the National Beagle Club was not in favor of it if it was only 
being done because there were not enough dogs. 
 
Carl Buchanan indicated that he did not have an opinion for the Brace and Gundog Brace 
folks.  He needed time to go back and talk to people to get a feel for what their thoughts 
are on the subject.  He suggested putting it on the agenda for next year for discussion 
only. 
 
Scotty Pannel made a motion to put it on the agenda for next year.  John Prianti seconded 
that motion. 
 
Jerry Knuth said this should be an option to be handled at the club level on any given 
day. 
 
Scotty Pannell said it should be advertised as such and Art Boger agreed.   
 
A vote was then taken, yes is for discussing and voting on it at the 2009 BAC Meeting. 
 
  
  Committee Member  Vote Cast 
 

Ron Anderson No 
Gerald Ells Yes 
Jerry Knuth Yes 
Art Boger Yes 
James Grimes Yes 
George Fields Yes 
Ron Gray Yes 
Richie Houde Yes 
Gary DeFoor Yes 
Scotty Pannell Yes 
Carl Buchanan Yes 
Gary Hanks Yes 
John Prianti Yes 

 
  Results:  12 Yes, 1 No 
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The option of combining classes by sex will be placed on the 2009 BAC Agenda for a 
vote. 
 
 
2)  Ron Gray brought up the idea of reducing the points required to qualify to become a 
Traditional Brace Beagle Champion.  He suggested more wins with fewer points 
indicating this was just an idea for consideration.   
 
Scotty Pannell said they were totally opposed to changing anything.  Everything works 
fine the way it is. 
 
Gary Hanks stated that if they combined the classes there would be no need to lower the 
number of points. 
 
Ron Gray indicated rising costs was as a factor in considering this idea as less people are 
traveling. 
 
Doug Ljungren spoke up and indicated that the price of gas may be a negative influence 
however not all segments of the Beagle world were down. Gundog Brace numbers were 
up by 15% during the first half of 2008. 
 
Car Buchanan indicated that their May Derby run-off they had a record entry of 300. 
 
Scotty Pannell said at one of their recent events they had their largest turnout ever. 
 
Gerald Ells said the West Coast folks usually only have 8 -10 little males per event.  
When someone finishes their dog, they feel bad since they typically stop running!! 
 
Mel Stewart went on record for AKC stating the AKC is opposed to lowering any of the 
requirements for obtaining Field Champion status.   
 
Ron Gray made a motion to talk about it next year.  The motion died for lack of a second 
motion.  This idea will not be placed on next year’s agenda for a vote. 
 
3)  Ron Anderson read a memo he wrote dated August 5, 2008, Subject: Changes to 
Formats.  His suggestions were:   
 
 1)  Remove brace rules from rule book and replace those rules with gun dog brace  
      rules. 
 2)  Remove small pack rules and replace them with small pack option rules. 
 
 This would leave three formats:   
 1)  Brace (run under Gun Dog Brace rules) 
 2)  Small Pack (run under Small Pack Option rules) 
 3)  Large Pack. 
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Mel Stewart inquired whether this was the National Beagle Club’s idea or his own idea.  
Mel said the question was posed because it seemed inconsistent that the National Beagle 
Club Board would vote to agree with last year’s BAC recommendation to differentiate 
the titles and now propose a recommendation that would eliminate Traditional Brace and 
Small Pack Field Trials.  Ron did not directly answer but said the idea had been discussed 
with some NBC Board members. 
 
Ron Anderson made a motion to vote on this proposal to go on the 2009 agenda.  The 
motion died for lack of a second motion.  This idea will not be placed on next year’s 
agenda for a vote. 
 
Mr. Stewart then asked if there were any other new items.  When no response was 
received, Doug Ljungren thanked the BAC members for their time.  Mr. Stewart followed 
suit and the meeting was adjourned at 11:08 AM EST. 
 
 
 
 
 


