Re:  Oppose HB 6690 – Creating Legal Representation for Animals 
Dear State Representative/Senator __________:

As a constituent and responsible animal owner, I am gravely concerned about Raised Bill 6690, a measure that seeks to create special judicial “animal advocates” in our state.  
I urge you to oppose this legislation, and to more closely study the unintended legal consequences this bill would establish, including the detrimental impact on the rights and responsibilities of animal owners. Should this measure pass as currently written, it would implicitly change the fundamental principles of Connecticut’s property law.  
(Personalize here – tell about yourself as a dog owner, breeder and fancier. How many years have you been involved with dogs? What breeds have you owned or shown? Do you compete with your dogs? 

Details the steps you take when preparing to breed/whelp a litter – applicable health testing, evaluation of breeding stock, training, etc…How much money do you invest in these things? How do you work with puppy purchasers to ensure they will be responsible owners? Do you encourage CGC or obedience training? Do you remain in contact with the new owners or provide them literature about responsible pet care?

Long-standing legal traditions in the State of Connecticut provide that pets are considered the legal property of their owners while benefitting from laws governing their care and treatment. It does not mean that we care for our pets any less; rather, it provides the legal framework by which animal owners derive the right and responsibility to care for their animals in a manner that is best for the animal. Under the provisions of HB 6690, individual owners could be forced to share those rights with courts and third parties. As a result, third-party appointees could use the court system to force a person to make decisions that they believe to not be in the best interest of their animal. 
Providing third-party advocates in a legal dispute is usually reserved to protect the interests of minors or other people lacking legal capacity. Providing advocates for animals may fundamentally impact the legal status of animals in the state.  We believe that State of Connecticut is capable of fairly adjudicating animal cruelty and other animal issues without involvement of outside organizations and interests.

Current law does not confuse the roles of animal owners and the government, and protects animals and their owners better in the long run than the law would if HB 6690 is enacted and unintended consequences are allowed to infringe upon dog owner’s rights.
While HB 6690 was under the consideration of the Joint Judiciary Committee, many people talked about the need of more enforcement of the state’s animal cruelty laws.  I agree, but I also recognize that an advocate in court will not impact the ability of law enforcement officials to actually enforce the law.  Instead of creating animal advocates and potentially tying up court dockets, I encourage the legislature to find ways to ensure greater enforcement of current laws against those who harm animals.  Then, those already empowered to work in the Connecticut justice system, like judges, prosecutors, and social service personnel, can address problematic behavior.   
I respectfully ask that you support the rights of Connecticut’s responsible dog owners by opposing HB 6690 as it is currently written. 

Sincerely,

Your Name

(Full Address) 
