
Words of Wisdom from our friends at the Cat Fanciers’ Association:  
 
DON'T PANIC – Living within the new USDA/APHIS Rule.  
 
Excerpted with permission from an article originally published on September 25, 2013 by the CFA 

Legislative Group*   

What can I do now? There are a few common sense things you can do to make life easier 
under the new Rule:  
 
1. Don't panic or make drastic changes! Dr. Rushin at the USDA has stated the transition is 
expected to be gradual. They will implement the Rule by responding to complaints and be 
watching for signs of Internet selling of pets. They also expect some breeders to request 
licensing...  

 
2. Be fair and honest in your dealings with others. The USDA/APHIS is overworked and 
understaffed. Their inspectors are unable to properly inspect the large commercial breeders and 
face an influx of new dealers as the Rule goes into effect. To some extent their enforcement 
must be complaint driven. If you are fair and honest in all your dealings you will be less likely to 
become the subject of a complaint.  

 
3. Review how you conduct sales and be consistent. If you state on your web site "we ship 
pets anywhere" don't try to claim you only sell face to face. Don't list 6 litters born the same time 
for sale on FaceBook if you are using the fancier exemption and claim you only have four 
breeding females. If you sell an animal "sight unseen" but claim it was not a "pet" but a breeding 
cat, don't include registration papers marked "not for breeding."  
 

4. But don't lie. If you sell pets, sell pets. Don't call your pet sales "adoptions" and the cost a 
"donation." You are not fooling anyone. And don't try to claim it's not a sale because you lose 
money on your cattery operation. Losing money on a sale is still a sale.  

 
5. Rescues count. But since the "retail pet store" exemption does not restrict the source of the 
pet, only the method of sale, you can place rescues without a problem as long as you follow the 
face to face limitation. Persons using the fancier exemption, however, can only sell pets born 
and raised on the premises.  

 

6. If you need to get a dealer license, get a dealer license. The two exemptions should be 
sufficient for most hobby breeders to avoid licensing as a dealer. If your cattery practices can 
not be modified to fit within one of the exemptions, you should obtain a dealer license.  

 
7. The time for comments ended in 2012. Questions are still welcome. A broad-based 
group of animal groups including the CFA and AKC  voiced strong opposition in 2012. The 
Animal Welfare Act, for over 40 years, provided cat and dog breeders exemption from federal 
licensing by including all breeders selling at retail in the “pet store” definition There were over 
423,000 individual comments, form letters and signatures on petitions received both for and 
against the change in the “pet store” definition. We can now ask for clarification but any further 
changes would mean the USDA must start all over again with a comment period.  

 



8. Go to the CFA (or AKC) website. Many of your questions will be answered by APHIS in the 
Federal Register Docket. Look carefully at the actual language of the Rule, since APHIS policies 
can change.  
 
To review the complete article go to the CFA Alerts Page: 
http://www.cfa.org/Legislative/LegislativeAlerts.aspx 


