
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

July 2, 2013 

 
 

RE: AKC Requests Veto of House Bill 82 
 

Dear Governor Corbett: 
 

The American Kennel Club (AKC) writes on behalf of our 256 dog clubs in Pennsylvania 

comprised of thousands of responsible dog owners to respectfully ask you to veto House Bill 82. 

We greatly appreciate the numerous amendments made to improve this measure, however, we 

remain concerned that this bill violates the rights of due process and could force owners to 

relinquish their animals when there are accusations of cruelty, regardless of whether the 

charges are ultimately dismissed.   
 

House Bill 82 addresses the procedures and costs associated with impounding an animal when 

someone is charged, but not convicted of animal cruelty. The AKC strongly supports the humane 

treatment of dogs and believes that no dog should be kept in circumstances where its needs 

cannot be adequately fulfilled.  We also agree that those convicted of animal cruelty should be 

held accountable, including paying for the costs of caring for the animals they mistreated. This 

bill, however, would have detrimental results on animal owners found “not guilty” or 

released of charges, or those who are in situations where someone other than the owner is 

accused of cruelty and does not pay the amounts required by the court. 
 

Provisions of concern in this bill include the forfeiture of all ownership rights if the accused fails 

to pay the costs mandated by the court at any point during the trial.  We appreciate that if the 

accused is ultimately found not guilty they will get their money back, and that there is a limit on 

the amount per animal that the owner will be required to pay each day.  However, this could still 

prove a significant burden for many animal owners.  Furthermore, it is not fair to require the 

owner to pay for these costs and risk losing their animals if they are not the ones being charged.   
 

We respectfully ask that you veto this measure and request that the General Assembly offer 

further amendments to ensure the rights of dog owners are protected and allow them to retain 

ownership of their animals if the defendant is found not guilty or charges are ultimately dropped.  

The American Kennel Club and Pennsylvania Federation of Dog Clubs would welcome the 

opportunity to work with you and the Pennsylvania General Assembly to address concerns and 

develop reasonable, effective solutions.  Please do not hesitate to contact me or the AKC 

Government Relations team at (919) 816-3720 if we can be of assistance. 
 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Sheila Goffe 

Director, Government Relations  

 


