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Dogs enrich our lives in so many ways.
The companionship they provide and

services they perform are as varied as the
breeds themselves.  

In this issue of In Session, we celebrate
the many ways dogs improve the lives of
individuals and the world around us as
well as the dedication of responsible dog
breeders and owners to ensuring the
health and wellbeing of not just their cur-
rent pets, but future generations of pure-
bred dogs as well.

The American Kennel Club® (AKC)
recently honored five exceptional dogs for
their service to society and their owners.
The AKC Awards for Canine Excellence
(ACE Awards) are awarded at the
AKC/Eukanuba National Championship
each year in December. (See opposite for
more information.)  

These five dogs are remarkable for their
accomplishment and service, but in many
ways, they are little different from the
dogs we encounter every day. The bond
between dogs and their owners often
defies explanation—and from time in
memorial we have cherished their loyalty
and companionship. 

If you recently watched the
AKC/Eukanuba National Championship
or Westminster Kennel Club dog show, you
saw another way the AKC and responsible
breeders celebrate purebred dogs. Dog
shows are not only a fun, family-friendly
event, they also serve an important purpose
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The AKC® Humane Fund recent-
ly announced the winners of the

12th annual AKC Humane Fund
Awards for Canine Excellence (ACE),
which commemorates five loyal,
hard-working dogs that have made
significant contributions to their
communities in each of the follow-
ing five categories: Exemplary
Companion Dog, Law Enforcement,
Search and Rescue, Service and
Therapy. 

"The AKC Humane Fund Awards
for Canine Excellence celebrate
what dogs contribute to our lives
and these five exceptional recipients
exemplify the selfless service
canines perform for us everyday,"
said AKC Spokesperson Lisa
Peterson. 

All the ACE recipients received
$1,000 and an engraved Sterling sil-
ver medallion presented at the
AKC/Eukanuba National
Championship in Orlando, Florida
on December 17, 2011. Each winner
was also honored at local events. 

This year’s ACE winners include:

Exemplary Companion Dog:
"Tugg," a Bull Terrier owned by
Blake & Kim Ovard of Cleburne,
TX

When he was four months of age,
"Tugg" was found beside a road,
wrapped in a blanket, barely alive

and suffering from numerous infec-
tions. His adoptive owners, both
animal control officers, started a
Facebook page to report on Tugg’s
progress. Today, the Bull Terrier has
more than 9,300 fans around the
world. Tugg’s fame has helped him
raise money for an array of charita-
ble causes, including animal rescue
and the Susan G. Komen
Foundation. As a certified therapy
dog, Tugg makes school visits where
he helps raise children’s self-esteem
with his "You are great just the way
you are" program. 

Law Enforcement Dog: "Blue," a
German Shepherd Dog owned
by Suffolk County Police
Department and handled by John
Mallia of Yaphank, NY

On December 11, 2010, John and
Blue were requested to search for a
missing woman in the Gilgo Beach
area of Long Island, NY. They
ended up locating a different
woman’s remains in an area covered
with dense brush and later unex-

Continued on next page
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Five Canine Heroes Honored With 
AKC® Humane Fund Awards for

Canine Excellence (ACE)
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pectedly found three additional sets of
human remains, all of which were believed
to be victims of the same serial killer. Just
one week later, the team recovered the
remains of another person in an unrelated
case, helping to bring closure to a victim’s
family. 

Search and Rescue Dog: "Hunter"
owned by Fire Captain Billy Monahan
of Tehachapi, CA

Hunter and Captain Monahan were
deployed to Haiti after the country’s January
2010 earthquake. During his time there,
Hunter detected and alerted to live human
scent while searching the debris of a four-
story collapsed building. As a result of his
efforts, rescuers were able to pull three girls,
still alive, from the rubble. Hunter was also
called on after the Japanese earthquake and
tsunami in March 2011 and worked through
aftershocks, tsunami warnings, freezing tem-
peratures and snow. In 2010, Hunter was
awarded the Firefighter of the Year award by
the Los Angeles County Fire Department,
becoming the first ever non-human recipient. 

Service Dog: "Bingo," a Labrador
Retriever owned by Konrad Feldmann
of Liberty Township, OH

"Bingo" acts as a service dog for Konrad,
who has cerebral palsy. Since being paired
with Bingo, Konrad has experienced a far
more inclusive and welcoming attitude in his
school and community. Whether it’s a walk
in the neighborhood or attendance at a high
school football game, the team elicits a mul-
titude of greetings from the many new
friends Konrad has met through his canine
partner. The team has also facilitated a pres-
entation in a special needs classroom and
taken part in a ribbon cutting ceremony for
an accessible playground. 

Therapy Dog: "Miki," a Pomeranian
owned by Tricia Baker of Plainsboro, NJ

In 2009, Tricia Baker’s son Kenny took
his own life after years of struggling with
depression and anxiety disorder. Therapy
Dog Miki has been instrumental in the
Baker family’s recovery. After Kenny’s
death, Tricia and her family created the

organization A.I.R. (Attitudes in
Reverse), whose theme is "Mental illness
is like air. Just because you don’t see it,
doesn’t mean it isn’t there. It is all
around us." Tricia makes presentations
about mental health and suicide preven-
tion where people pet and hug Miki as
they open up about their personal jour-
neys with similar issues. Miki also helps
raise awareness by walking for the
National Alliance on Mental Illness and
the American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention. 

For more photos and stories about the
2011 AKC Humane Fund ACE recipi-
ents and honorable mentions visit:
http://www.akc.org/news/ace/2011/hon-
orees.cfm

From AKC.org

AKC MISSION STATEMENT

The AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB is dedicated to uphold-

ing the integrity of its Registry, promoting the

sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type and

function. Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affili-

ated organizations advocate for the purebred dog

as a family companion, advance canine health

and well-being, work to protect the rights of all dog

owners and promote responsible dog ownership.
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Continued from page 1, “Five Canine Heroes
With AKC® Human Fund Awards for Canine
Excellence (ACE)”for responsible breeders. On page 4, we

discuss the history of conformation
shows and the role they serve in promot-
ing high-quality breeding for health,
temperament and breed characteristics.

Dog shows also generate significant
revenue for local businesses through
facility rental, hotels, restaurants, and so
on (Learn more on page 3). This is in
addition to the millions of dollars collec-
tively spent by responsible dog owners
each year on basic dog needs, veterinary
care, grooming and so on.

These are just a few of the reasons it
benefits lawmakers to support responsi-
ble dog ownership and ensure that
canine legislation does not result in
overly restrictive regulations that hurt
responsible breeders. The AKC wel-
comes the opportunity to work with
you to protect the welfare of dogs and
the ability of responsible owners and
breeders to continue to own, breed and
enjoy dogs for generations to come.

All the best, 

Sheila Goffe 
Director of Government Relations
shg@akc.org

(Continued from page 1)
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Issue Analysis: Conformation Shows
– More Than Just a  Pretty Face

Have you
ever won-

dered why a poo-
dle has such a inter-
esting haircut?  It’s
an inevitable ques-
tion for many dog
show spectators.
Contrary to popular
belief, it’s not the
artistic whim of the
dog’s handler or
groomer, but rather
a cut dating back
centuries that helps
the poodle be a bet-
ter swimmer.

The word “poo-
dle” likely originates from the German
word pudel, meaning “to splash in the
water”.  Poodles are excellent swimmers.
Their original purpose was as a hunting
dog that would retrieve birds in the
water.  Owners would shear portions of
their coat to help facilitate movement in
the water, but leave sections of their fur
around the top of their head, their
ankles, and hips to help them stay warm
in cold water.

Facts such as these
help illuminate what
an AKC conformation
dog show is all about.
The shows highlight
the amazing diversity
of purebred dogs and
the broad variety of
tasks they can per-
form.  

Understanding Conformation Shows

The purpose of conformation shows is
simple – to determine how well dogs
conform to the established breed stan-
dard.  In this way, dog shows are not
unlike horse shows or other animal
stock shows, where there is intense com-
petition among breeders to prove both
the quality of an animal and that it pos-
sesses the temperament and physical
characteristics required to perform the

duties for which it was bred. 
Because conformation dog shows ulti-

mately judge the quality of breeding
stock, the AKC requires that all dogs
competing in these shows be intact (not
spayed/neutered).  If a dog cannot be
bred, it cannot participate in a confor-
mation show. A dog show celebrates and
rewards high-quality breeding, while sub-
standard breeding and quality either
receive poor marks or are disqualified.

In an all-breed show such as the
AKC/Eukanuba National Championship
or the Westminster Kennel Club show,
the competition begins with the judging
of each individual breed.  The winners of
each breed advance to their group compe-
tition.  AKC breeds are divided into
seven groups (Terrier, Sporting, Hounds,
Non-Sporting, Working, Herding, and
Toys) based on recognized breed charac-
teristics and the purpose for which they
were originally developed (For example,
a Beagle is a member of the Hound

Group and a St.
Bernard is a mem-
ber of the Working
Group).  The
seven dogs that
win group compe-
tition then go on
to compete for
Best in Show.  

Points are
awarded based on
the number of
dogs the winner of
each breed compe-
tition defeats and
the number of
competitors in the
show.  A Champion
(Ch.) title is
obtained once a
dog obtains a cer-

tain number of points (wins) from a
required number and type of shows.  

A Noble Tradition

The exhibition of dogs is a sport with a
long, proud heritage.  The sport as we
know it today has many of its roots in
Victorian England, where in the 19th
Century, aristocratic English gentlemen

would gather together at
local public houses and
taverns and proudly
exhibit their dogs.  The
first organized dog show
as we know them today
was held in Newcastle-
on-Tyne in 1859.
According to The
Kennel Club (UK), 60
Pointer and Setter
breeds were entered in

this first show1.     
The popularity of the sport continued to

expand (as did the number of breeds
included), and dog shows began in the
United States just after the Civil War.  In
1877, Queen Victoria entered a Scottish
Deerhound at the first Westminster Kennel
Club dog show at Gilmore’s Garden (now
Madison Square Garden) in New York City.

Even as the sport expanded, special care
was taken to ensure the quality of the dogs
and that proper, safe breeding was main-

“Dog shows highlight the amazing
diversity of purebred dogs and 
the broad variety of tasks they 
can perform.”
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1 
“History of the Kennel Club”, The Kennel Club.  http://www.thekennelclub.co.uk/item/343/ 
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tained.  Major James M. Taylor, the first
President of the American Kennel Club,
emphasized the need for a standard set of
rules.  The AKC maintains a strict set of
rules governing AKC dog shows to this day.  

In addition, the breed parent club of each
breed recognized by the American Kennel
Club maintains a very specific breed stan-
dard to ensure the quality of the dogs and
preservation of the characteristics that

enable them to perform the tasks for which
they were originally bred. Only a breed
parent club can alter a breed standard.  

Outside the Ring

Participation in conformation dog
shows requires an extensive amount of
work, travel, and an immense depth of
expertise in the breed being shown.  Dog
shows are one of the few events in which

professionals and amateurs reg-
ularly compete directly with
one another.  These exhibitors,
regardless of whether they are
professional handlers or owner-
handlers, ensure that their dogs
are in the best health, of the
best quality, and exemplify the
best of their breed. 

Dog show exhibitors are
also excellent resources for
spectators who are considering
purchasing a dog.  Most are
breed experts and once they
are finished showing for the
day, are happy to talk about
their dog’s breed, tempera-
ment, and care requirements.

Purebred dogs benefit from
dog shows, too.  Shows are not
only fun, they also provide a
level of accountability for
competitors to make sure their
dogs are properly bred and
raised.  The competitive
aspect encourages the breed-
ing and raising of better dogs
and better pets.  They are also

educational opportunities for
competitors and spectators alike

to learn about the various AKC-regis-
tered breeds and proper dog care.
Experts on dog breeding, care, health
and genetics abound at dog shows.  

Conformation dog shows are a fun,
family-friendly way to spend time with
dogs and interact with fellow dog lovers.
The AKC’s Junior Showmanship pro-
gram reaches out to young people 9-18

years of age.
Juniors competi-
tions provide the
opportunity for
young people to
learn about dogs,
develop dog han-
dling skills, and
learn good sports-
manship.

The AKC also
conducts a compet-

itive scholarship program for Juniors
who have competed in the sport.  Each
year, approximately 30 college scholar-
ships are awarded.  Applicants must
provide details about their experience
in the sport, work they have done in the
community in support of responsible
dog ownership, and an essay on the
influence that purebred dogs have had
on their lives.

Dogs have made a positive impact on
the lives of millions of Americans.
Conformation shows are a fun way to
celebrate some of the most exquisite
dogs in the world, the dedication of
their breeders, and the wonderful pur-
pose and characteristics that make each
AKC-registered breed unique.   

It Pays to Support 
AKC Dog Shows! 
The American Kennel Club hosted its
first dog show in Philadelphia in 1926
in conjunction with the celebration of
the 150th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence. Since
that time, the popularity of dogs and
dog shows has grown exponentially in
the United States.

In 2011, over 3,900 AKC conformation
dog shows took place in communities
in every state. Local clubs and organi-
zations host thousands of additional
AKC obedience, agility, field trial,
and other competitions throughout
the country.

Each of these events generates signifi-
cant revenue for local businesses
including hotels, restaurants, shops,
transportation, and event venues,
among others.  

This revenue is in addition to the mil-
lions of dollars responsible dog owners
spend on their pets at local businesses
each year on such items as dog food,
grooming, veterinary care and boarding. 

When considering whether to support
a piece of canine legislation, consider
the effect it may have on dog competi-
tions and dog ownership among your
constituency.  Supporting dog shows
and responsible dog ownership has a
ripple effect that benefits a communi-
ty’s residents, local businesses, and 
overall economy.

For more information about the 
economic impact of AKC shows and 
dog ownership in your state, visit
www.akc.org/governmentrelations and
click on the “2011 State Economic Impact
Statistics” link.
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“The competitive aspect 
encourages the breeding 
and raising of better dogs 
and better pets.”
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The American Kennel Club® (AKC®) expanded its litter 
of registered breeds on January 1, 2012, to welcome the

Treeing Walker Coonhound, growing AKC’s family to 
174 breeds.

"The Treeing Walker is a fast, hot nosed, sensible hunter with
a clear, ringing bugle voice," said AKC Spokesperson Lisa
Peterson. "The AKC welcomes this exceptional hunter to our
family of breeds."

The Treeing Walker Coonhound was bred originally – like
the other five AKC recognized coonhounds (American English
Coonhound, Black and Tan Coonhound, Plott, Bluetick
Coonhound and Redbone Coonhound) – to help put food on
the table. 

Historically the Treeing Walker Coonhound hunted raccoon,
a principle source of fur and meat during the 19th and 20th
Centuries. The breed assisted its owner in the hunt by "treeing"
its quarry and announcing to the hunter with its bark that it

had been found. In fact this coon-hunting jargon is the basis of
the present day idiom "barking up the wrong tree." 

Today the Treeing Walker is known as a fast and sensible
hunter with superb endurance. The breed's coat is short, glossy
and tri-colored - white, black and tan and requires minimal
upkeep. Intelligent, confident and sociable with family and
friends the Treeing Walker thrives with regular exercise. Be
warned though, coonhounds are bred to be heard so if you are
considering adding the breed to your household, be prepared
for a voice loud enough to carry for miles through the woods.
For more information about this breed, visit the www.akc.org.

To become an AKC recognized breed there needs to be a
certain number of dogs geographically distributed throughout
the U.S. and an established breed club to watch over them.
Breeds waiting to gain full recognition are recorded in AKC’s
Foundation Stock Service® (FSS®). More information on the
process can be found at the AKC’s web site.

Article from AKC.org

The Treeing Walker Coonhound -- A Fast, Hot
Nosed, Sensible Hunter -- Joins AKC Family 

– Breed is Sixth Coonhound to Gain Full AKC Recognition –

“The breed assisted its owner… by ‘treeing’ 
its quarry and announcing to the hunter with
its bark that it had been found.  In fact, this
coon-hunting jargon is the basis for the 
present-day idiom ‘barking up the wrong tree.’”

Did You Know? 
The American Kennel Club® currently recognizes six
breeds of coonhounds – the American English
Coonhound, Black and Tan Coonhound, Bluetick
Coonhound, Redbone Coonhound, Plott, and Treeing
Walker Coonhound.  The AKC has a Coonhound
Events Department that provides performance and
conformation events specifically for coonhound
breeds to recognize and celebrate the purposes for
which Coonhounds were originally bred.  For more
information on this department, visit akccoonhounds.org.
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