
 

 

 

 
260 Madison Avenue    New York, New York  10016    www.akc.org 

March 9, 2012 

 

The Honorable Stephen M. Saland 

Chair, Senate Codes Committee 

State Street Room 504 – Capitol  

Albany, NY 12247 

 

Re:  Support Senate Bill 946 – Dog and Cat Theft 

 

Dear Chairman Saland and Members of the New York Senate Codes Committee:  

 

The American Kennel Club (AKC) writes on behalf of the thousands of responsible dog owners in New 

York to express our support for Senate Bill 946, which would define pets as property in the Penal Code and 

declare pet theft an act of grand larceny. We thank you for scheduling a hearing on this important bill and 

respectfully ask that you support its approval by your committee. 

 

As a not-for-profit organization and a corporation chartered in the state of New York, the American Kennel 

Club has been devoted to the advancement and welfare of dogs for over 125 years. The AKC represents 226 

kennel clubs in New York, which are comprised of thousands of responsible dog owners and breeders.  In 

2011 alone, the AKC licensed and sanctioned over 620 events in New York in which over 121,000 dogs 

participated.  These events generated significant revenue for local New York communities. In addition, it is 

estimated that responsible New York purebred dog owners spend millions of dollars on their dogs in the 

state each year.   

 

Responsible dog owners are an asset to the state, and supporting SB 946 would ensure their rights are 

protected.  Clearly defining pets as property would ensure that responsible dog owners and breeders in New 

York that are victims of pet theft are entitled to the same protections and compensations as when other 

property is stolen.  We respectfully request that you allow this bill to advance. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sheila Goffe 

Government Relations Director 

 

Cc: Senator Carl Marcellino, Sponsor, SB 946 


