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• General Appearance 

 

• The Cesky Terrier was developed to be a well-muscled, short legged and well pigmented hunting terrier that could 
be working in packs  The Cesky Terrier has natural drop ears and a natural tail. 

• The Cesky is longer than it is tall and has a topline that rises slightly higher over the loin and rump.  It sports a soft, 
long, silky coat in shades of gray from Charcoal to Platinum. The correct coat is clipped to emphasize a slim 
impression. The hallmarks of the breed should be unique unto itself with a lean body and graceful movement. 
They are reserved towards strangers, loyal to their owners, but ever keen and alert during the hunt. 

Size, Proportion Substance 

Ideal Measurements 

Height – Height at withers 10 - 13 inches.  

Weight – Weight is ideally between 16 and 22 pounds, bitches slightly less, (suggested to be no less than 14 pounds  

and no more than 24 pounds) however, no Cesky in good condition and otherwise well balanced shall be penalized for 

being only slightly outside the suggested weight.  

Length – The length of body, measured from sternum to buttocks ideally between 15 and 17 inches. To be in a ratio of 

approximately 1 1/2 (Length) to 1 (Height).  The overall balance is more important than any single specification.  

Girth of thorax (behind elbows) – The girth of the body measured at the thorax, behind the elbows ideally is 17 to 18 

inches. 



 

 

• Head 

• Head – Head is about 7 to 8 inches long, 3 to 4 inches wide and is shaped like a long, blunt wedge. The plane of 
the forehead forms a slight but definite stop with the bridge of the nose.   The breadth between the ears is slightly 
larger for a dog than a bitch. The head should join the neck smoothly.  

• Eyes - Almond shaped of medium size.  Slightly deep set with a friendly expression.  The eye color is Brown or 
dark brown. 

• Ears - Medium size, dropping in such a way to well cover the orifice. Ears are set rather high with forward edge 
lying close to the cheek.  Shaped like a triangle, with the shorter side of the triangle at the fold of the ear.  

• Skull – Skull is shaped like a blunt wedge with the broadest part between the ears which tapers moderately 
towards the supraorbital ridges. Occipital protuberance easy to palpate, cheek bones moderately prominent. 
Frontal furrow only slightly marked. A shallow indentation running down the brows, and joining the muzzle with a 
moderate stop.  

• Muzzle - Nasal Bridge straight. Narrow foreface undesirable.  

• Stop – Not accentuated but apparent.  

• Nose – Dark and well developed. The color should be Black. 

• Teeth – Set square in a strong jaw, sound and regular, and of good size.  Either scissor or level bite is expectable.  
Complete dentition preferred.  

 

• Neck, Topline and Body 

• Neck – Well muscled and strong.  Medium-long, carried in a slight arch.  Set firmly on the shoulders. 

• Topline – Not straight but with a slight rise over the loin and rump. 

• Body – Fully muscled, longer than high.  Withers not very pronounced with the neck set rather high.   Rump is 
strongly developed, muscular; pelvis moderately slanting with the hip bones often slightly higher than the withers.  

• Belly – Ample and slightly tucked up. Flanks well fitted.  

• Chest – More cylindrical than deep.  

• Ribs – Well sprung.  

• Loins – Relatively long, muscular, broad and slightly rounded. 

• Tail – The ideal length is 7 to 8 inches. Set following the line of the rump.  Tail may be carried downward or with a 
slight bend at tip; or carried saber shaped horizontally or higher.  All of these tail carriages are considered correct 
with none having preference over the other.  Curled squirrel tail penalized  



• Forequarters 

• Shoulder – Muscular, well laid back and powerful. 

• Elbows –  Should fit closely to the sides and be neither loose or tight.    

• Forelegs – Short, straight, well boned and parallel. Dewclaws may be present.  

• Forefeet – Large, well-arched toes with strong nails and well-developed pads.  

 

• Hindquarters 

• Hindlegs – Strong, well-muscled and longer than the forelegs.  

• Thigh -  Longer in proportion to the lower leg with stifle well bent.   

• Hock Joint - Strong and well developed.  Well let down and parallel to each other.  Lower leg is straight from hock 
to heel. 

• Hindfeet – As front but smaller. 

 

• Coat 

• Long, fine but slight texture.  Furnishings slightly wavy with a silky gloss.  Shorter hair can have more curl.  Not 
overdone with too much furnishings. 

 

Clipping for presentation: 

Head and neck: On the foreface, the hair is not to be trimmed except for cleaning up long hair to form a beard and eyebrows. The 

eyebrows should angle from the outside corner of the eye and work into the fall that is left long between the eyes. The beard is trimmed at 

an angle from the underside of the eye to the corner of the mouth and around the lower jaw. The hair on the cheeks and underside of the 

neck is clipped quiet short, ¼ inch long. The hair on the upper side of the neck is trimmed to about ½ to 1 inch long. 

Chest and Forequarters: The short hair on the underside of the neck is continued down the chest. Long furnishings begin at the level of 

where the front leg couples with the body and continue across the front of the dog in a straight line that is not blended into the short hair of 

the upper chest and neck. The short hair is continued over the shoulder muscles and stops where the body ties into the forequarters of the 

dog. The top lateral portion of the front leg is also clipped short in a U shape as to show off the powerful muscle of the upper leg. The rest 

of the hair on the front leg is grown out in long furnishings that stop at ground level. 

Body: The hair on the body is clipped to ½ to 1 inch to form a saddle starting at the withers and ending in a V shape on the tail. The longer 

hair on the back is blended into shorter ¼ to ½ inch hair which covers the sides of the dog. Long furnishings start at the level of the elbow 

and continue across the lower portion of the ribcage to the tuck-up. 

Hindquarters: The hair covering the heavy muscling of the thigh from the point of the hipbone to the top of the hock is clipped short, ¼ 

inch. Long furnishings start at the tuck-up run down the front of the hind leg and across to the hock. The furnishings continue down from 

the hock to ground level. The hair covering the vent and tail is clipped short 1/8 to ¼ inch except for a V shape of longer hair from the back 

saddle worked into the very top part of the tail where it meets the body. 

Overall Appearance: The transition between clipped and unclipped areas should be pleasing to the eye and never abrupt.  The final 

haircut should show off the strong, muscled Cesky Terrier. 



• Color 

• All puppies are born black or black and tan. The correct mature color in dogs 2 to 3 years old is any shade of gray 
from dark charcoal to platinum gray. Black may appear on the head, ears, feet and tail. White, brown and yellow 
markings are permitted on the head, beard, cheeks, neck chest, limbs and around the vent.  A white collar or white 
tip is permitted on the tail. The base color must always be predominant.. 

• Gait 

• The action should be free and even, with good reach in both the front and back, covering the ground effortlessly. 
This is a working terrier, which must have agility, freedom of movement and endurance to work. 

• Temperament 

• Balanced, non-aggressive. Not to be sparred in the show ring. Can be reserved toward strangers. A pleasant dog 
that is not as excitable as other terrier breeds but always ready to give chase to something of interest. When 
working they can be silent but right on target and also able to work underground in burrows and scent track game.  

 



• General Appearance 

• The Cesky Terrier was developed to be a well-muscled, short legged and well 
pigmented hunting terrier that could be working in packs  The Cesky Terrier 
has natural drop ears and a natural tail. 

• The Cesky is longer than it is tall and has a topline that rises slightly higher 
over the loin and rump.  It sports a soft, long, silky coat in shades of gray from 
Charcoal to Platinum. The correct coat is clipped to emphasize a slim 
impression. The hallmarks of the breed should be unique unto itself with a lean 
body and graceful movement. They are not to be mistaken for a gray specimen 
of the heavier boned parent breeds. They are reserved towards strangers, loyal 
to their owners, but ever keen and alert during the hunt. 

The opening paragraph of the official   

AKC standard for the Cesky Terrier 



• One of the first things a judge learns about a Cesky Terrier is that the breed 
originates with a cross between a Scottish and Sealyham Terrier. 

 

• This fact can be misleading since the qualities a judge would be looking for in 
the Scottish Terrier and Sealyham Terrier are actually undesirable in the Cesky 
Terrier. The Cesky is a breed unto itself and was created by Mr. Frantisek Horak 
to fulfill a specific criteria. This terrier was to be suitable for hunting in the 
Bohemian forests, an attractive and clipper cut dog for the show ring and to be 
an obedient and loyal family companion. A judge must remember the Sealyham 
and Scottish Terrier used to create this breed were above all “Working” dogs 
used for hunting in the forest of the Czech Republic. 

 

• When judging keep in mind “small, slim and elegant”. Small is relative- what is 
small to a Giant Schnauzer for example is going to look large compared to a 
Chihuahua.  

 

• The Concept for the Cesky Terrier is to be small enough to easily go to ground. 

 

• Remember in 1949 the dogs used in the creation of the breed were not the type 
of Scottish and Sealyham Terrier an AKC judge would see in the show ring 
today. These were foremost “Working” dogs. 

  

• In the Czech Republic at that time it was most important to breed a dog who 
was keen on hunting over breeding a dog just for showing in the Conformation 
ring. 

 



Photos of some of the first Cesky Terriers in the Family Tree 







Short History of the Cesky Terrier 
 

Creator of the Cesky Terrier Breed – Mr. Frantisek Horak – Czech Republic 

 

Mr. Horak was a true animal lover and well respected in the Dog World. 

His vision to create a breed that would become good hunters, elegant terriers for the Dog Show 
Ring and most of all good companion dogs has come true with the many fanciers of the 
Cesky Terrier continuing with his vision. 

He was an avid hunter who gave up hunting fox and badger, after finding an orphaned kit fox 
and bringing it home to raise. Mr. Horak stopped hunting and after that time there was 
always a fox or badger taking up residents on the Horak property, the Lovu zdar kennel. 

With the desire to create a terrier hunting dog that would work well in packs hunting together  
in the Czech Forest. Mr. Horak created the Cesky Terrier thru planned and well documented 
breeding. The dogs used to create the Cesky Terrier were above all “working/hunting” 
dogs 

Mr. Horak graduated college and became a bookkeeper but during the hard times in the Czech 
Republic he lost his job at the lumber company where he was the bookkeeper and filled his 
days working with the Czech Terrier Club recording registrations and pedigrees. This is 
when he made his decision to go ahead with his plans for the breeding to create the Cesky 
Terrier. He had been considering this cross breeding for some time to create a true 
working/hunting pack terrier by crossing a Scottish Terrier and a Sealyham Terrier and in 
1949 did the first cross breeding. 

The pedigree he created and documented from these breedings makes it possible for modern 
Cesky Terriers to follow their pedigree lines right to the very first two dogs used to create 
this breed, something that is very unique in any pure bred dog. 

In 1952 the government placed him in a position that would change his life and add to his 
knowledge on how to keep his records for the Cesky Breed. He became a technician at the 
Czechoslovak Academy of Science working on research into Epilepsy. Mr. Horak stayed in 
this position until he was seventy-six years old. 

Today his daughter Jitka Paulinova, Czech Republic, continues his dream thru her Kennel 
Kvitko Cesky Terriers   

Thank you Mr. Horak for the Cesky Terrier 

Frantisek Horak – 1909 – 1996 



Frantisek Horak – Creator of the Cesky Terrier 



• The Cesky Terrier is well-muscled, short legged and a well-pigmented 
hunting terrier that can be worked in packs, track, go to ground and retrieve 
game even in water. An all around terrier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Cesky Terriers – Go To Ground 

Hunting in Packs in the Czech Republic               Ready to retrieve fowl in Sweden 
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Form Follows Function in the CESKY TERRIER 

Large nose for 

trailing game.  

Especially keen 

sense of smell 

silent hunters. 

When hunting the Cesky 

Terrier is quite silent hunter 

for a Terrier Dog. They tend 

to “stalk” their prey in a 

“cat like” manner. 

The Cesky Terrier 

sports very large 

teeth and a strong 

jaw. If cornered 

by his pray he 

will fight back.  

A versital hunter the 

Cesky Terrier can hunt 

by tracking and 

following a scent.  He 

is also adept to going 

to ground and will 

follow his pray into a 

den or hole.  

A prominent 

forechest is part of 

a longer smooth 

ribcage, which 

houses strong heart 

and lungs for 

endurance in the 

field.    

When the Cesky is hunting game his 

haircut plays a big part. The long fall of 

hair on his face helps protect the face 

from thorns while moving through the 

underbrush. The long furnishings of hair 

on his lower body and legs also protect 

his belly and legs.  

The front paws are 

larger for digging.  

Compared to longer 

legged hunting dogs, 

the closer-to-the-

ground Cesky  is 

easier to follow on 

foot.     

The Cesky’s 

strong 

hindquarters 

allow him to 

cover the ground 

with strength and 

endurance.   

The Cesky has a 

very loose skin. If 

he is in a fight with 

the game he is 

tracking this makes 

it easier to turn and 

not tear his skin if 

he is ever cornered..   

When allert the Cesky will 

carry its tail higher then usual 

and while hunting in the grass 

you can see this tail when their 

body is not visible.   

A well muscled dog, the Cesky has 

good reach and drive.  



Misconceptions About                              

The Cesky Terrier 
MYTH # 1:   The clownish demeanor, smaller size and short 

legs of the Cesky mean that he is not a particularly agile mover. 

The majority of emphasis should be placed on a “stacked” 

picture of the Cesky Terrier. 

FACT “The Cesky Terrier should be 

well muscled and short legged and 

move through difficult terrain easily. 

The Cesky must be an agile mover, in 

fact should move gracefully. They are 

capable of great endurance and 

possess the ability to jump and turn 

easily. Judging a Cesky’s movement 

is therefore of utmost importance. 



MYTH #2: The Cesky Terrier “Loves” everyone and is an “on his toes” type 

terrier who is spared in the show ring. 

FACT: The exact opposite is true. The 

Cesky Terrier can be reserved towards 

strangers. If a Cesky is fixed on his 

handler and not on the judge with the 

squeak toy this is not unusual. He is not 

an “on your toes” type terrier. In fact the 

Cesky has a rather flat foot for a terrier. 

Keeping him grounded and giving him 

more control of movement on the 

ground. 

The Cesky is not to be spared in the 

show ring. The Cesky will spend more 

time looking at their handler because 

they KNOW this is where the treat is!  

Cesky Terriers are real “food” hounds! 



MYTH # 3:   The Cesky Terrier has Skye Terrier, Dandie Dinmont, 

Miniature Schnauzer and even the Poodle in its pedigree background! 

*1984/1985 reintroduction of Sealyham 

Terrier Bitch ANDRA z Rastamoru 

The Cesky Terrier Lines 

A-1 – Bloodline with no 

reintroduction (see B-1) 

A-S – Bloodline with no 

reintroduction, dogs living in 

Sweden 

*B-1 – Bloodline with 

reintroduction of Sealyham 

Terrier Bitch ANDRA z Rastamoru 

B-2 – Dogs from B-1 breeding 

bred to other dogs from B-1 

breeding. (Mr. Horak did not 

approve of this line that 

produced inferior Cesky Terriers 

in type and health.) 

FACT: There were only Scottish Terrier and Sealyham 

Terrier Used in the Breeding of the Cesky Terrier 



No other terrier breeds were used in the creation of the Cesky Terrier other then 

the Scottish Terrier and the Sealyham Terrier. 

Below you can see a comparison of Sealyham Terrier Bitch ANDRA z 

Rastamoru and a modern day “correct” Sealyham. 

This comparison photo shows you where the breeding of two “normally” level 

backed breeds can produce the topline of a Cesky Terrier. 

Both BUGANIER and ANDRA were true “working” Sealyham Terriers as was 

SCOTCH ROSE the Scottish Terrier that were all used to create the Cesky 

Terrier we see today. Note the topline and length of body and leg on Andra. 



     Now that you understand the common misconceptions about the  

Cesky Terrier, as we proceed, it will also help to keep in mind          

how the conformation faults in the Cesky Terrier are prioritized: 

 

Prioritizing Faults In                   

The Cesky Terrier 

VERY SERIOUS FAULTS refer to incorrect running gear and 

movement in both front and back legs which would hinder 

performance, grace and endurance.  

 

SERIOUS FAULTS relate to body and proportion which is an 

important element of type.  

 

MINOR FAULTS are mostly cosmetic and smaller in detail, such as 

a light eye, one missing tooth, not perfect ear set or less “coat” then 

other dogs in the ring. (This does not refer to the proper clipping, 

the Cesky should have the correct hair clipping but a dog with a 

heavier coat or longer furnishings should not get a better 

consideration then a dog with a thinner coat or shorter furnishings.) 



The Cesky Terrier has some Unique proportions.  

Let’s look at what good proportion and balance 

should be in this breed. 

 

A Nicely balanced Cesky Terrier.  Note: topline: slight rise over the loin, 

well muscled dog, correct hair clipping, balanced angles and  tail set. 

 



Proportion In The Cesky Terrier 

Correct proportion    

Approximately one and a 

half as long as tall. 

Figure A: Shows correct proportion – approximately one and a half as 

long from the prosternum to the point of the buttocks as it is tall at the 

withers.   

 Figure B is cobby (short). 

Figure C is too long. 

A 

B 

C 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Correct Balance In The                             

Cesky Terrier 

These are correct 

Cesky Terriers. 

They are 

balanced and 

elegant.  All parts 

fit smoothly into 

one another 

without being 

overdone. 

      Male 

Female 



How Do We Define “Breed Type” 

in the Cesky Terrier ? 

Cesky Terrier Breed Type is Defined By: 

1 1/2:1 rectangular outline                           

Rise in topline over the loin and 

rump   

Natural drop ears 

Natural tail 

Body not heavy, not too low to the 

ground and well muscled 

Is capable of hunting for hours 

Soft Coat, unique clipper cut 

Elegant movement 

    Good  breed type 



How Do We Define Balance                                 

in the Cesky Terrier? 

    Traits that define balance in the Cesky Terrier 

All parts fit together - looks like one 

smooth piece.  

Arched neck flows smoothly into 

shoulders.  

Tail set is correct.                                                             

Height at the withers 10-13 

Weight – between 16 and 22 pounds 

Length – 1 ½ length to 1 height 

Nice balance. 



You Are The Judge! 
You have brought your first class of 6 Ceskys into the ring.                                                    

How would you evaluate their balance and proportion in the initial lineup? 

 

Which two exhibits seem to have the best proportion? 

           (Answers on next slide) 

 

D 

A B C 

E F 



D 

F 

A 

E 

B 

C 

Dogs D and F have the best proportion. 1 height to 1 ½ 

length. Good toplines and well balanced. 

Dogs A and E are short in the back with dog E being the 

better of the two. 

Dog B has a very flat chest and short neck. 

Dog C has a long leg and height makes the dog 

look square. 



Girth of Thorax – behind the elbows 

The girth of the body measured at the thorax, behind of the 

elbows ideally is 17 to 18 inches. 



The Cesky Head 

The Head is about 7 to 8 inches long, 3 to 4 inches wide and shaped like a long, 

blunt wedge. The plane of the forehead forms a slight but definite stop with the 

bridge of the nose. The breadth between the ears is slightly larger for a dog then 

for a bitch. The Head should join the neck smoothly. 

Eyes are almond shaped of medium size. Brown or dark brown. 



Ears: Medium size, dropping in such a way to well cover the orifice. Ears are 

set rather high with forward edge laying close to the cheek. Shaped like a 

triangle, with the shorter side of the triangle at the fold of the ear. 

Skull – Muzzle – Stop – Nose  



Teeth: Set square in a strong jaw, sound and regular, and of good size. 

Either scissor or level bite is expectable. Complete dentition preferred. 

            Scissor Bite           Level Bite  

   



Neck: Well Muscled and Strong. 

Medium – Long, carried in a slight arch. Set 

firmly on the shoulders. 



Topline: NOT straight but with a slight rise 

over the loin and rump. 

                                            Both of these toplines are correct. 



Chest: More cylindrical than deep. 

                Cesky Terrier 



The Tail of 4 Cesky Terriers 

All these tail sets are correct 



Tail Set  
 

The Cesky Terrier is expected to be reserved towards strangers and are 

not an over exitable terrier as some breeds are. 

A judge must note that the tail set can be high and held up as in the photo 

in the upper right hand corner, out in a saber as shown in the dog in the 

lower left hand corner, hanging down as the dog in the lower right hand 

corner or tucked under the dog as in the dog in the upper left hand 

corner. 

These are all correct tail sets. 

The only incorrect tail set would be if a dog has a squirrel tail, in other 

words the tail curls around into a complete circle and almost touches 

back unto itself, almost like a closed question mark. 



The following is a tail you do NOT want to 

see on a Cesky Terrier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Front and Forequarters 

Examples of Cesky Terriers with correct fronts. 





Cesky Terrier Correct Grooming 



Correct Cesky Terrier Grooming 

The Cesky Terrier has a soft coat very much like human hair and not fur.  

The Cesky Terrier coat is clipped and touched up with scissoring. The Cesky has 

a puppy coat that can take up to 2 years to completely shed. The younger dogs 

you will see in the ring may not have their full coat yet and from age 6 months to 

2 years are also go thru a color change from a black puppy to the different 

shades of grey that the dog will be as an adult. 

The clipping is very unique to the Cesky Terrier and is included in the AKC Breed 

Standard. The clipping design is created to show off this muscular dog and at the 

same time present this unique terrier by showing off the beautiful gray silky coat. 

You can read the “clipping for show presentation” section in the breed standard. 

Also note that an over abundance of hair on a dog should not be given 

preference to a dog who has a thinner coat. The clipping style should be the 

same on a thick coated dog and a thin coated dog, over abundance of coat does 

not make a “better” presentation. 

The hair should have a nice shiney appearance and feel soft to the touch. The 

shorter hair on the back may have more of a curl to it or in darker dogs may tend 

to have less of a curl. The darker the dog the “harder” the coat is but the Cesky 

Coat should never feel like the coat of a dog who is hand stripped. The darker 

dogs coat should still be soft. 



Cesky Terriers are Born Black or Black and Tan 

and change to their adult color in 2 to 3 years 



Coat Color 
The Cesky Terrier Puppy is born black or black and tan with white markings.  

The puppies will begin to change color as early as 3 weeks and thru their first 2 
years of life.  

A puppy that will be a lighter color dog is usually born Black with tan markings. 
However these tan makings can stay with the dog to its full adult coat. 

The AKC Breed Standard: 

• All puppies are born black, black and tan. The correct 
mature color in dogs 2 to 3 years old is any shade of 
gray from dark charcoal to platinum gray. Black may 
appear on the head, ears, feet and tail. White, brown and 
yellow markings are permitted on the head, beard, 
cheeks, neck chest, limbs and around the vent.  A white 
collar or white tip is permitted on the tail. The base color 
must always be predominant. 



A good example of a light and Dark 

Grey Cesky Terrier 



Cesky Terriers on the move 







Balanced, non-aggressive. Not to be sparred 

in the show ring. Can be reserved towards 

strangers. A pleasant dog that is not as 

excitable as other terrier breeds but always 

ready to give chase to something of interest. 

When working they can be silent but right on 

target and also able to work underground in 

burrows and scent track game. 




