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DBS 2010 PCC  

Welcome/Introductory Remarks 

 

Good morning.  We are thrilled you are here.  The 

Board and staff welcome you. 

 

Well, Pat asked me to fill in for an extra 10 minutes -- 

nothing like going from CEO to a last-minute opening 

act!  I guess that’s what friends are for ……….. She’ll 

pay for it. 

 

I had two days to think about what to say.  The first 

thought that came to me was the type of special people 

that make up our community.  I thought of how the 

DOGNY project came about for AKC to honor search 
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& rescue dogs who helped our nation in Pennsylvania, 

Washington, and New York City, and want to share 

some behind-the-scenes facts with you.  It was a 

tremendous success because of the people in our sport, 

including many parent and all-breed clubs.  In fact, 

Tom Davies’ Springfield club was the very first 

sponsor, and again our friends at Eukanuba became a 

corporate sponsor.  The idea for DOGNY evolved just 

two days after 9/11.  Some of you may not realize that 

hundreds of us were together at the AKC delegates 

meeting that morning when the planes hit.  Not able to 

get home until the next evening, I spent the night at 

Ron Menaker’s with others who were stranded -- 

Carmen and Nancy Battaglia and Dave Merriam.  
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Ron did a great, great deal as Co-Chair throughout 

the entire project.   

 

The following night I arrived home and the Ladies 

Kennel Association was holding a meeting in my house 

so I was banished to the basement.  CBS radio began 

requesting the donation of a portable x-ray machine as 

a number of rescue dogs were hurt searching through 

the rubble.  I thought “dog people” can do this so up 

the stairs I went to ask the ladies to post a request to 

purchase an x-ray machine and other equipment.  

About 1:00 a.m. the calls started coming in and by 3 

we purchased everything we could get our hands on 

from a salesman in West Virginia.   Then another 

request went out to relay the equipment to New York.  
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Dozens of dog people called throughout the night and 

early that morning the race was on:  from West 

Virginia to Maryland to Pennsylvania to New Jersey, 

ending up with Angela and Bob DeNicola. And then 

the next challenge -- how to get to Ground Zero.  

Luckily, AKC had presented one of our first ACE 

Awards to a member of the New York City Canine 

Unit at Queensboro Kennel Club the previous May.  A 

call to them was placed and we were told to have the 

equipment brought through the Lincoln Tunnel and 

proceed down 11th Avenue until we were stopped and 

to call again.  Long story short, indeed we were 

stopped and removed from the car and just as in 

television allowed one phone call.  Within minutes we 

were surrounded by police and unmarked cars and 
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escorted to Ground Zero.  Before our car came to a 

full stop, the veterinarians were running towards us 

and within seconds assembling the x-ray machine.  We 

weren’t there long enough to see it set up as we were 

immediately escorted out but I knew then and there 

the American Kennel Club did the right thing.  In the 

back of my mind, another thought:  we could do more.  

So  DOGNY began, eventually raising over $3.5 

million for search and rescue organizations 

throughout America as we worked with AKC CAR, 

our core fancy, and the public.  You should be aware 

that at that time the government kept the names of the 

dog rescue groups secret but AKC staff researched 

and identified over 90 amateur and professional 

groups that went to the three cities to assist with their 



 6

dogs.  Each organization was sent several thousand 

dollars as a thank-you and a way to defer their costs.   

I should also share with you some secrets as the entire 

project almost didn’t happen. We hired Daphna 

Straus as a consultant to assist with the project.  

Today she is AVP Business Development and together 

with our legal team began working through the maze 

of red tape with the city for contractual permission to 

have DOGNY statues displayed on city streets to 

commemorate the first anniversary of 9/11.  For some 

unknown reason, the newly elected Bloomberg 

Administration busily taking over from Giuliani 

seemed to concentrate on things other than AKC -- 

can you imagine??? Well, anyway, almost four months 

into the project I called the other Co-Chair, Karen 
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LeFrak, and quite frankly told her of my frustration 

that this project may not go anywhere.  Surprisingly, 

early the next morning I received a call from the 

Deputy Mayor stating the City was ready to sign.  

After patting myself on the back about 100 times (I 

mean this was like going Best), finally I remembered to 

call Karen to tell of this coincidentally good news - 

which I did -- dead silence.  I said did you hear me -- 

more silence.  OK, what’s going on?  After my call the 

previous morning Karen went to Mayor Bloomberg’s 

townhouse and placed a note on the kitchen table -- 

done deal!   

 

I’ll also tell you about what was a guarded secret with 

another member of our family.  AKC received a call 
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from the Canine Unit that dogs from around the 

country serving at Ground Zero were being treated at 

a veterinary hospital and being charged, so I called 

someone on their Board and asked who to speak with 

to help the situation.  The response was “Dennis, I’ll 

make you a deal.  I will pay for the care of every single 

dog if you keep it confidential.”  That deal is long over 

and the angel was Toni Sosnoff, another example of 

the quality people you and I share our sport with.   

 

Now, I will let you in on two of my favorite true dog 

show tales.  The first is about a friend who went 

B.O.W.  at a very large specialty and as a result 

decided to follow that judge to a show in Canada.  

Imagine how pleased she was when the schedule came 
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back with one dog special, one bitch special, and hers 

as the only class dog.  Well, this was going to be a 

really good day and as judging proceeded they went 

around for the last time, the bitch special in front, 

followed by the champion dog, and then our friend 

with her dog.  The judge pointed in order: “You’re 

B.O.B., you’re B.O.S., and you’re surprised!” 

 

Here’s another “you can’t make this stuff up” story.  

Around 1991 I was the Director of Executive Field 

Reps.  By the way, today’s Reps are the best group 

ever assembled, thanks to Darrell Hayes.  Reporting to 

me was a dear friend of many of you, Frank Harra, 

who actually trained Mike Shea and I when we were 

hired in 1989 as Reps. by Terry Stacy.  Well, here we 
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are at the Somerset Hills Kennel Club show and my 

breed, Afghans, had a huge entry under a 

knowledgeable breeder/judge whose speed in the ring 

needed improvement.   Even though hounds were the 

last group, we sensed trouble.  The 6th group was 

already nearing an end and the Afghan judge was still 

doing open bitches with an extremely large specials 

class in the wings.  Frank had spoken to her earlier 

and did so again after the open class -- no luck.  He 

went back in after Winners bitch -- no luck.  So what 

would you do?  Well, we had one more shot.  She was 

finishing R.W.B. so I told Frank go back in and this 

time when you talk to her look at your watch, tell her 

it’s getting late and the Treasurer is leaving in 10 

minutes.  Nine minutes later, the breed was over!   
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Have fun at this conference; enjoy; meet new friends; 

talk; listen; and remember AKC’s Board of Directors 

and staff are here to help you and your clubs. 

 

And, Pat, that concludes my opening act! 


