
Name: _______________________ 

Newspaper Rubric 

 Advanced  Proficient  Basic Insufficient 

Headline and 

Byline 

 

 

The headline is 

creative and 

original. A byline is 

included. 

The headline 

accurately describes 

the news story. A 

byline is included. 

The headline does 

not reflect the news 

story or a byline is 

included. 

Neither a headline 

nor a byline is 

included. 

Lead The lead grabs the 

reader’s attention 

with a well-written 

and interesting 

hook. 

The lead tells the 

important details of 

the story 

The lead is missing 

a few key facts to 

the story and is not 

particularly 

interesting to the 

reader. 

The lead lacks key 

information and 

does not encourage 

the 

reader to continue 

reading. 

Body The supporting 

details are clear and 

appropriate to the 

story. 

Most of the 

supporting details 

are clear and 

appropriate to the 

story. 

Most of the 

supporting details 

are clear but all 

do not relate to the 

story. 

The details 

provided 

are neither clear 

nor appropriate to 

the story. 

Accuracy of Facts The 5 W’s are 

Properly addressed 

in the article and all 

facts are accurate. 

The article is 

missing one of the 5 

W’s but all 

the facts provided 

are accurate. 

The article is 

missing two of the 5 

W’s but all the facts 

provided are 

accurate. 

The article is 

missing three or 

more of the 

5 W’s. Additionally, 

some of the facts 

provided are not 

accurate. 

Mechanics The writer makes 

no grammatical, 

mechanical, or 

spelling errors. All 

sentences in the 

essay are well-

constructed. 

The writer makes 

no grammatical, 

mechanical, or 

spelling errors that 

are distracting to 

the 

reader. Most of the 

sentences in the 

essay are well-

constructed. 

The writer makes a 

few grammatical, 

mechanical, and 

spelling errors that 

are distracting to 

the 

reader. Overall, the 

sentences are well-

constructed 

but a few have 

structural issues. 

The author makes 

many grammatical, 

mechanical, and 

spelling errors that 

are distracting to 

the 

reader. Many 

sentences have 

structural errors. 

Illustration The illustration is 

attractive, original, 

and clearly related 

to the article. 

The original 

illustration 

is related to the 

article. 

The illustration is 

either unoriginal or 

not related to the 

article. 

The illustration is 

neither original nor 

not related to the 

article. 

Quotations There are at least 

two quotations with 

proper citation 

provided which 

enhance the article 

There are at least 

two quotations with 

proper citation 

provided. 

There is at least one 

quotation with 

proper citation 

provided. 

There are no 

quotations provided 

or those provided 

do not have proper 

citation. 

Word Length Article meets the 

word length 

requirement. 

N/A N/A Article does not 

meet 

the word length 

requirement. 

Final Grade: 


