
 

 

Name: _______________________ 

 

Sensory Challenge: Human vs Canine 

Research – Follow your teacher’s instructions in order to complete the following;  

1) Explain what sensory cells are and what they do for the body.  

 

 

2) Name 5 places (organs) containing sensory cells in the human body.  

 

 

3) Your brain is considered the control center of the _______________ system.  

 

 

VISION COMPARISON Read the first two paragraphs from the article A New Look at Canine 

Vision by the American Kennel Club (AKC); http://www.akc.org/akc-dog-lovers/a-new-look-at-

canine-vision/  

4) According to the article, how does the average dog’s vision compare to the vision of the 

average human?  

 

 

 

5) The individual pictured below is 75 feet from the wall. According to the AKC article, how 

close would the average dog have to get to the wall before seeing what the human is able to 

see from 75ft away?  

 

 

 



 

 

Display your answer by drawing a dog below at the correct distance from the wall. 

 

Are you aware of your own personal visual acuity? If not, follow your teacher’s instructions to 

get a general idea. 

Note: This is not an official measurement! 

6) How does your own visual acuity compare to that of the average dog, Better? About the 

Same? Worse? Explain. 

 

 

SENSE OF SMELL COMPARISON 

7) Name 3 dog breeds that you believe have the best sense of smell. 

 

Read the AKC’s list of the 10 Dog Breeds Known for Their Sense of Smell 

http://www.akc.org/press-center/news/10-dog-breeds-known-for-their-sense-of-smell/ 

8) List each of the 10 breeds below. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

9) It is a belief by some that both the length of a dog’s snout and the length of a dog’s ears can 

be used to help determine a dog’s capability of smell. By clicking on each of the 10 breed names 

and observing a picture of each, write a description generalizing the length of the snouts and 

the length of the ears of these 10. 

 

 

 

 

A Police officer and K9 unit (“K9” is shorthand for “Canine”) will demonstrate to you the 

smelling sensory capabilities of certain dogs. For your safety, follow directions at all times! 

10) There is currently a substance in one of the numbered boxes throughout the room. 

From where you currently are positioned, smell the air and see if you can determine which box 

contains the substance. 

a) In which box do you think the substance is located? ___________________ 

 

When instructed, smell the air as you walk by each box before quietly returning to your seat. Do 

not open any of the boxes! 

 b) Which box do you think contains the substance? ___________________ 

Observe as the trained police officer and K9 unit use sense of smell to determine which box 

contains the substance. 

11) This K9 is named _____________________ and is____________________________(breed). 

 

12) In at least one paragraph, describe what you witnessed. Also, compare your own sense of 

smell to that of the Police K9 unit. 


