
Name: _____________________ 

 

The Ecology of Dog Food- What’s in it and where did it come from?  

 

1) In the space below, write down the first 8 ingredients listed for each of the dog food labels you have. 

 

 

 

 

2) The “best” dog food for your pet is dependent upon such factors as the dog’s age, energy level, size, 

breed, etc. and is not necessarily always the most expensive. With that in mind, below is a list of 

ingredients more commonly found in the top-rated dry dog foods. Circle the ingredients below that 

resemble ones you wrote above.  

Duck      Turkey      Corn      Sheep      Barley      Wheat      Potato     Chicken (poultry)     Rice     Peas     Fish  

3. Define Autotroph (Producer) –  

4. Define Heterotroph (Consumer) –  

5. Define Herbivore and describe any teeth present –  

6. Define Omnivore and describe any teeth present –  

7. Define Carnivore and describe any teeth present –  

8. Which of the following best summarizes the prevailing thought regarding a dog’s heterotrophic 

classification?  

a) Dogs should primarily be considered herbivores, but they have carnivore ability.  

b) Dogs should primarily be considered omnivores, but they prefer an herbivore diet.  

c) Dogs should primarily be considered carnivores, but have omnivore abilities.  

 

9) In at least 2 sentences, explain your selected answer above. 

 

 

 



10) Using the words in the box, fill in the energy flow diagram below. 

Photosynthesis          Heterotrophs          Sun              Autotrophs 

 

 

 

 

11. Using the organisms used in many of the top-rated dog foods, draw and label a simplistic food web 

below using only 

those organisms (Duck, Turkey, Corn, Sheep, Barley, Wheat, Potato, Chicken, Rice, Peas, Fish). 

*Assume that fish used weren’t wild but fed an omnivorous diet. **Don’t forget to include dogs in your 

food web! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12. Using only the information in your food web, write the organism names in the correct corresponding 

level of the pyramid below. Then, label the trophic levels A – D. Some have already been correctly 

placed for you. 

 

 

13. If the above listed organisms were the only organisms present in a particular ecosystem, would that 

ecosystem be considered “stable”? Why or why not? 


