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ALL BREED CLUBS RESOURCES
ACTIVITY INFORMATION SHEET
Committee  Contact E-mail 
Carol Williamson carol.williamson@kirbycorp.com
Peggy Wampold  pwampold@comcast.net 
Nancy Fisk akikoakitas@aol.com
   
 Instructions:
Please enter the appropriate data above and save (File/Save As/pdf) the completed form.  Then e-mail the saved pdf to the addresses listed above.  The completed form will then be reviewed by the committee members and you will be contacted if any changes or corrections are required.  The completed form will then be posted on the All Breed Club Resources page used as a reference for other clubs
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	date1: Any date available
	text1: South Windsor Kennel Club
	text2: Peggy Wampold
	text3: 
	text4: Independent Meet the Breeds
	text5: Name describes the activity
	text6: For the AKC Table at least two people early in the AM to check people and breeds off and give out the breed signs, after the show opens to talk to the general public and give out the appropriate AKC materials.  An announcer, each dog needs at least one person to be with it.  A set up and clean-up crew of at least two or three depending on how much you bring in and have to take back out.
	text7: AKC will supply the handouts.  We order a large quantity of AKC coloring books and buy small boxes of crayons to give out with the coloring books.  These are very inexpensive if you order them on line from Oriental Trading.  We put a sticker on the crayons that says “Compliments of the the AKC” and the name of the club and the breeder referral number
	text8: You will need some grooming tables for people that say they will come but cannot bring a crate or a grooming table due to their age or infirmity.  Tablecloths for the club table, Signs for each breed, A brief description of each breed for the group presentation and the announcer to read, signs for the ring with the name of the group, tables for the AKC handouts and for the workers to sit and several people to do Obedience, Rally and Agility demonstrations in between the group presentations and their equipment.  Also helpful, would be to have several people who can handle the dog and take it in the ring for the Group Presentation for the owner who may not be able to handle themselves.
	text9: We provide lunch and morning coffee and Danish for everyone and soda and water throughout the day so this would be whatever the club wanted to spend.  Postage and envelopes to mail out the directions and times, cost of the facility if you cannot get it donated, cost of copying everything, cost of rental for a loud speaker system if the club does not have one , cost of telephone to line up all of the people to come with dogs
	text10: To make the general public aware of all of our different breeds and have an opportunity to talk to knowledgeable people about the breeds, both the pro and cons and to make the public aware that we are in the area and willing to answer questions or help with a problem and for us to have a good time with our dogs.  Most of the clubs in Connecticut participate in this and we feel it has helped us in our legislative issues because the politicians realized that we are a rather large group of organized people.  We hang the club banners all around our area to advertise that we are organized into clubs and also to add color to the area.  It is very impressive when you stand back and look at it once it is set up.  We also hang the AKC banner.  You would be surprised how many people ask what is AKC.  We have a list of all of the local training facilities which we also give out.  We have found that people do not know how to find them if they are interested in even basic obedience training.
	text11: First: finding a facility big enough to handle your space requirements.  We have to do three groups on one day and four the next due to the space limitations.  Also, I do not think people would be willing to give up two days to do this.   Once you have a place and date established, preferably when there are no shows, Field Trails, Agility Trials or other competitive dog events you start trying to get the people to bring their dogs.  Local Specialty Clubs are a good resource.  The first year or two I did this I started about three month before the event.  I would Go down show catalogues and calling breeders or owners of specials to see if they would come.  You have to tell people that you have to have very stable temperaments etc.  Now it is fairly easy because the people who come have a good time and want to come back and do it.  If they cannot come they send someone.  Another selling point, which I did not have 22 years ago when I first did this, Robin Stansell agreed that if a specialty club sent 3 or more people with dogs.(You have to specify this as the first year I had several clubs send people and no dogs) I am to send him the name of the club and they can get credit for Public Education.The first few years we did this, due to the problems of loading and unloading, my club went all over New England borrowing grooming tables (then returning them) then the facility changed and people could easily get in and out so we now ask everyone to bring a crate so they can put their dog up to rest and a grooming table or ex pen so the dog will not be stepped on and any information about their breed they would like to give out.  Also a chair for themselves and water bucket for their dog.  THEY ARE  NOT THERE TO SELL DOGS, but may give out their business card.  They may groom if they would like to but so far no one has had time to groom once the doors are opened and the general public comes in.   Throughout the day (we have a schedule for times) we do a group presentation and the whole group comes into the ring.  Ed Lyons is our announcer and he will call out each breed and they will come to the center and he will give a brief description.  We have all of the dogs in the ring so there may be 6 Irish Setters etc.We do not set up with booths but more like a grooming area at a show.  We have found that the crowd is very impressed that the dogs are packed in close to each other and getting along.  Also many people bring more than one breed and not in the same group.   I do not think that people would be as willing to come if they had to set up a booth, setting up booths would add to expense greatly.  In between these group presentations we do Obedience, Rally Canine Good Citizenship and Agility demonstrations.  If your site has dogs not part of your group (we sometimes do)  we invite everyone to come in and try it.  There is a lot of enthusiasm for this, even among our own exhibitors.Our area is enclosed with gates and there is one entrance and one exit and we ask everyone who enters to please use hand sanitizer which we provide before coming in to pet the dogs.You will need at least one ex-pen outside of the area for the dog’s relief.Press releases to the local media are necessaryAn independent Meet the Breeds is a lot more work than one at a show because you pretty much have a captive audience and exhibitors and the equipment you need is also there for you.  But you reach a whole different population at an independent one, people who are not familiar with dog shows, pure bred dogs, and the sport.  They are amazed at the number of breeds and the differences in the breeds.  A lot of politicians and or their families come because it is something to do on a weekend.  Years ago I met the Attorney General at ours.  I ask the people to stay all day and they do.  We get about 30,00 people coming through over the two days.  The days that the groups will be present are published in the local newspapers.  We make no money off of this, but we get a lot of interest and are able to educate.   We are fortunate in that Osborne/Jenks Production Co. pays for the facility and  reimburses us for our expenses other than the lunch and they advertise this heavily.  It is a lot of work and my whole club works it.  (coming one day with a dog and the other day without to work the table or the lunch or whatever.)  We have a lot of fun and a lot of laughs before during and after.  I think that this is one of the activities that has really brought our club together in unity and friendship.  I would strongly recommend this activity to all clubs. We usually have almost all of the breeds.  There are some breedswe do not have any in the New England area. 



