


WHAT IS ACT?
• AGILITY COURSE TEST

• ACT1 IS AN ENTRY LEVEL TEST THAT IS DESIGNED  TO 

INTRODUCE DOG AND HANDLER TO THE AGILITY RING AND BASIC 

AGILITY OBSTACLES. 

• ACT2 IS THE SECOND LEVEL AND DESIGNED TO FURTHER 

INTRODUCE THE DOG AND HANDLER TO THE AGILITY RING AND 

ADDITIONAL AGILITY OBSTACLES.



WHY ACT ?

• ACT WAS DESIGNED TO INTRODUCE NEW HANDLERS TO AKC AGILITY TRIALS. 

IN MANY CASES IT IS THEIR FIRST “DOG SHOW” WITH THEIR DOG

• HELPS HANDLERS LEARN HOW TO ENTER SHOWS, FILL OUT ENTRY FORMS, 

READ COURSE MAPS, CHECK IN AT THE RING AND WALK COURSES.

• GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO TRAIN HANDLERS TO HELP IN THE RING WHEN THEIR 

DOG IS NOT RUNNING.  BAR SETTERS, LEASH RUNNERS, SCRIBES, TIMERS, 

ETC.  IN A LOW PRESSURE COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT.



EASY TO HOLD

• NO APPLICATION NEEDED TO HOLD ACT EVENTS - SIMILAR TO CGC

• NO PREMIUM NEEDED.  CAN USE JUST A FLYER

• CAN BE ADVERTISED IF CLUBS WANT TO OPEN ACT EVENT TO OTHERS:    

ACT FACEBOOK PAGE

• HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/AKC.ACT/

OR ON ACT CALENDAR

HTTPS://GO.ACTIVECALENDAR.COM/AKC/SITE/ACT/?VIEW=LIST&SEARCH=Y

https://www.facebook.com/groups/AKC.ACT/
https://go.activecalendar.com/akc/site/act/?view=list&search=y


WHO CAN ENTER?
• ANY DOG THAT MEETS THE AGE AND PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR A REGULAR AKC 

AGILITY TRIAL.

• DOG MUST BE 15 MONTHS OLD OR OLDER

• THE DOG MAY NOT HAVE EARNED ANY AKC AGILITY TITLE.  DOG MAY ALREADY HAVE 

LEGS IN NOVICE CLASSES.

• NON REGISTERED (CAN BE REGISTERED DAY OF EVENT FOR CANINE PARTNERS) OR 

AKC REGISTERED

• DOGS WITHOUT REGISTRATION NUMBERS WILL BE ISSUED A TEMPORARY ONE AFTER 

THE EVENT BY THE AKC OFFICE.

• IF A DOG HANDLER TEAM HAS QUALIFIED AT AN EVENT WITH AN UNREGISTERED DOG 

THEY WILL BE SENT A QUERY TO REGISTER THE DOG AFTER THE EVENT.



EVENT REQUIREMENTS
• HIGHLY RECOMMENDED TO BE HELD AT THE CONCLUSION OF ENTRY LEVEL AGILITY 

CLASS (CAN BE USED AS A GRADUATION EVENT) ON TRAINING GROUNDS.

• CAN BE HELD AT THE CONCLUSION OF AN AGILITY TRIAL, BUT REMEMBER THESE ARE 

ENTRY LEVEL DOGS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN EXPOSED TO THE ATMOSPHERE OF

REGULAR AGILITY TRIALS.  REGULAR  AGILITY TRIALS CAN BE INTIMIDATING TO NEW 

HANDLERS AND THEIR DOGS

• DOES NOT HAVE TO BE HELD BY AN AKC LICENSED OR AFFILIATED CLUB

• ANY AKC AGILITY JUDGE OR ACT EVALUATOR MAY HOLD A STAND ALONE EVENT

• NO APPLICATION OR APPLICATION FEE TO THE AKC.  NO MORE THAN TWO ACT1  

AND/OR TWO ACT2 EVENTS MAY BE HELD  PER DAY



WHO IS THE EVALUATOR?

• AKC AGILITY JUDGE

• ACT EVALUATOR

• MUST HAVE AN AX OR AXP (EXCELLENT TITLE)  MINIMUM TO 

APPLY TO BE AN EVALUATOR

• AKC AGILITY FIELD REPS (AND DIRECTOR!)



PERFORMANCE AND TITLES
• THE ACT1 AND ACT2 TITLES CAN BE ACHIEVED IN ONE DAY IF THE 

EVENT OFFERS TWO RUNS IN EACH CLASS

• DOGS MUST BE AKC REGISTERED TO ACHIEVE A PHYSICAL TITLE 

CERTIFICATE AND HAVE THE TITLE PRINTED AFTER THE DOG’S 

NAME

• IF DOGS ARE NOT REGISTERED THE DAY OF THE EVENT THEY 

WILL RECEIVE TITLE AFTER DOG IS REGISTERED WITH THE AKC.



PERFORMANCE AND TITLES
• ACT1 – MINIMUM COURSE SIZE IS 40’ WIDE AND 3500 SQ FEET

• RUN A COURSE AT ANY HEIGHT, 10-12 OBSTACLES

• A-FRAME (5’), TABLE, JUMPS (NO SPREADS), OPEN TUNNELS

• COMPLETE THE ENTIRE COURSE IN 60 SECONDS WITH A SCORE OF 85, 

NO DROPPED BARS, NO MISSED CONTACTS, NO MORE THAN 3 

ATTEMPTS TO COMPLETE  ANY OBSTACLE, NO MORE THAN 3 WRONG 

COURSES.

• 2 QUALIFYING LEGS 

• ACT 1 TITLE AND CERTIFICATE,

• PRIZES AND/OR RIBBONS IF OFFERED BY THE CLUB



ACT 1 
COURSE



ACT 1 
COURSE



PERFORMANCE AND TITLES
• ACT2 - MINIMUM COURSE SIZE IS 40’ WIDE AND 3500 SQ FEET

• RUN A COURSE AT ANY HEIGHT, 11-13 OBSTACLES

• A-FRAME (5’), TEETER, TIRE, DOG WALK (ALLOWED), TABLE, JUMPS, SPREAD (1), OPEN 

TUNNELS, WEAVES

• COMPLETE THE ENTIRE COURSE IN 70 SECONDS WITH A SCORE OF 85, NO DROPPED 

BARS, NO MISSED CONTACTS, NO MORE THAN 3 ATTEMPTS TO COMPLETE ANY 

OBSTACLE, NO MORE THAN 3 WRONG COURSES

• 2 QUALIFYING LEGS (QUALIFY/NOT QUALIFYING)

• ACT 2 TITLE AND CERTIFICATE, PRIZES AND/OR RIBBONS IF OFFERED BY THE CLUB



ACT2 
COURSE

COURSE SIZE: 40’ X 86’



ACT 2 
COURSE

COURSE SIZE: 40’ X 86’
COURSE #2 SAME DAY



WHO DESIGNS THE 
COURSES?

• THERE IS A MASTER LIBRARY OF COURSES TO PULL FROM BASED ON COURSE SIZE.  

• COURSES CAN BE REQUESTED THROUGH ACT@AKC.ORG

• NEED TO SEND RING SIZE, NOTE ANY OBSTRUCTIONS, ENTRANCE/EXIT – EVEN A HAND SKETCH HELPS!

• COURSES CAN BE REUSED.  

• SOME FACILITIES HAVE A COUPLE OF SETS THEY ROTATE USE OF

• JUDGES, EVALUATORS, AKC FIELD REPS AND DIRECTOR CAN DESIGN: MUST BE APPROVED BY AN 

AKC AGILITY FIELD REPRESENTATIVE.  COURSES ARE TO BE SENT TO ACT@AKC.ORG.  

• LISA DEMPSEY, AGILITY FIELD REPRESENTATIVE CURRENTLY MANAGES THE PROGRAM

mailto:ACT@akc.org
mailto:ACT@akc.org


ENTRY AND SCORING
• EXHIBITOR WILL FILL OUT AN ENTRY FORM DAY OF EVENT

• ORGANIZATIONS HOLDING EVENTS WILL SET ENTRY FEES.  A $5 RECORDING FEE FOR 

EACH ENTRY/RUN IS DUE TO THE AKC.  A TRAINER OR CLUB MAY WANT TO INCLUDE THE 

RECORDING FEE TO THEIR CLASS FEES IF THEY USE ACT AS A GRADUATION EXERCISE. 

WILL NEED

• SECRETARY/SCORE KEEPER

• TIMER/SCRIBE-CAN BE HAND TIMED

• GATE

• RING CREW

• EVENT COORDINATOR 

• COURSE BUILDERS



ACT GOALS-FUN…..FUN.…FUN

• IT IS UP TO THE HOST ORGANIZATION AS TO WHETHER THEY WANT TO PROVIDE 

TOYS, CERTIFICATES, RIBBONS AND TROPHIES FOR THE QUALIFIERS

• THIS EVENT IS TO KICK OFF A DOG/HANDLER’S AGILITY CAREER.

• THE EVENT IS TO ENCOURAGE THE SPORT OF AGILITY AND HELP THE DOG 

HANDLER TEAM PREPARE FOR REGULAR AGILITY EVENTS .

• ACT COMPETITORS CAN HELP AND LEARN HOW TO TIME SCRIBE, RING 

CREW…………

• MENTOR, MENTOR, MENTOR


