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9623 Wystone Avenue     Northridge, CA  91324     Phone: 818-886-8212     cxd2@akc.org  

Carrie DeYoung 
Director of Agility 

 

May, 2012 
 
Dear AKC Agility Judges, 
 
Judge’s Briefing: Please add to your judge’s briefing that if a Field Rep or VMO is present, then dogs running in the 24 
and 26 inch jump height classes that do not have either a permanent height card or a valid temporary height card, must 
be measured at some point during the trial weekend. 
 
 
Weave Pole Option: Effective with any future course submittals, weave poles will only be counted as an off-course 
option/challenge if the dog is approaching the entrance or exit pole. (see diagram). 
 

 
 
 
SCT Worksheet Calculations: All judges must retain a written record of the yardage that they wheeled and the SCTs 
calculated during their judging assignment. It is perfectly ok to use computer software for calculating SCT, however a 
written record of both the yardage and SCT calculated for each jump height group must be provided to the scoring table 
and the judge must retain a copy for their permanent records.  Provisional judges are required to complete the SCT 
worksheets manually using a calculator (no automated software) during all supervised assignments thus demonstrating 
they are able to hand-calculate SCT when/if necessary. 
 
 
Finish Line/Closing Sequence: Chapter 4, Section 14 of the Regulations for Agility Trials states:  

Starting and Completion. A dog’s time stops whenever any part of the dog crosses the finish line in the correct 
direction when the dog is in the closing sequence. The finish line is defined as the plane of the last obstacle. The 
closing sequence is defined by the completion of the second to last obstacle on the way to the finish obstacle.  
 

The reference “plane” in the above paragraph is a finite line that only extends across the last obstacle on the course (i.e. 
between the two poles of the electronic timer “eyes”).  It is NOT an infinite line, as defined for an obstacle’s run-out line.  
 
Additionally, the finish line is not “live” until the dog is in the “closing sequence”, defined as the dog completing the second 
to last obstacle on the way to the finish obstacle.  If a dog completes the third to last obstacle, runs around the second to 



 

last obstacle, and takes the finish obstacle (incurring both a run-out and a wrong-course fault), the timer should re-start 
the time and the handler has the right to bring their dog back to complete the second to last obstacle, then complete the 
course and earn a valid run-time.  (see diagram) 
 

 
 
 
Judge’s Copy of Marked Catalog: Effective immediately, it is permissible for the Trial Secretary to provide your judge’s 
copy of the marked catalog results by electronic media so long as you are able to verify its delivery prior to leaving the 
show site each day.  For example, if delivery is by PDF file to a USB drive, be sure to access that USB drive to verify the 
file exists. If by email attachment, you must access your email account to verify delivery prior to leaving the show site. The 
AKC Agility Judges Guidelines will be updated to reflect this change in a future release. 
 
 
Rubber Bands on Dog’s Head: Chapter 4, Section 11 of the Regulations for Agility Trials states:  

Hair Tie Back Policy. Any dog whose hair over its eyes interferes with its vision, or whose hair on its ears 
interferes with the safe performance of the obstacles, may have the hair tied back with rubber bands. 

 
A handler of any breed may use this procedure using multiple rubber bands as desired. 
 
 
Assigning a Time in Lieu of a Re-Run for T2B: Chapter 7, Section 4 of the AKC Agility Judges Guidelines states: 

Re-Run for Time: The judge must determine if he/she believes the dog ran the course under Max Course Time. 
If so, the judge has the option of awarding MCT minus one (1) second in lieu of the dog re-running for time. 

 
If you wish to assign time to a qualifying Time 2 Beat run, please be sure to use Maximum Course Time (for that 
class/jump height) minus 1 full second. 
 
Click here to download an updated copy of the Time 2 Beat, Chapter 7 Judge’s Guidelines.  Please be sure to print a copy 
and insert it into your current Guidelines booklet.  
 
 
Resubmittals of R&R Courses: Please remember any courses that are returned as R&R must be resubmitted within 7 
days from the date they were returned to you. (AKC Agility Judges Guidelines, page 15). 
 
 
New Age Minimum for Puppies on Show Grounds: Effective July 3, 2012, AKC will start offering a new conformation 
class, the 4-6 Beginner Puppy Competition. Since agility uses the Rules Applying to Dog Shows definition of allowing all 
dogs on-site which are eligible to compete, the minimum age for puppies being at a trial will become 4 months. 
 
 



 

Slip ‘n Hook Collars: Chapter 4, Section 9 of the Regulations for Agility Trials states:  
Collars. At the handler’s option, dogs may run a course with or without a collar. The only collars allowed when 
running a course are flat buckle or rolled leather collars, but there shall be no attachments hanging or otherwise 
allowed on the collar. 

 
The collar pictured below is not acceptable as the loose ring is considered an attachment. A dog may be brought to the 
line wearing this collar so long as it is removed prior to the dog starting its run.  
 

 
 
 

Thank You for your hard work and dedication toward our sport. It is very much appreciated! 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Carrie DeYoung, Director of Agility 
 
And the Field Reps… Gail Storm, Doug Hurley, Diane Craig, Barb Budnar, Mark Sjogren, Richard Mackintosh, and Steve 
Herwig 
 
UPCOMING AKC AGILITY JUDGES CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINARS 
July 28-29, 2012  Hartford, CT  Pam O’Day  intrepid05@aol.com 
August 11-12, 2012  St. Pete, FL  Joanne Killeen  joannekilleen@verizon.net 
August 25-26, 2012  Houston, TX  Rachel Long  bellecreekdogs@gmail.com 
 
January 26-27, 2013  Seattle, WA  Lisa Selthofer  lisa@premierk9club.com 
February 2-3, 2013  Chicago, IL  Annette Narel  maghistakes@aol.com  
April 6-7, 2013   Albany, NY  Dee Vankeiden  vankeiden@nycap.rr.com 
July 13-14, 2013  Baltimore, MD  Blair Kelly  blair.kelly@att.net 

  


