
 
 
 
  

 

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617-3390 
Phone: 919-816-3502      aah@akc.org      Fax: 919-816-4204 

Andy Hartman 
Director of Agility 

 
 
 

January 2010 
 
Dear AKC Agility Trial Secretaries, 
 
The following information regarding changes to the AKC’s Canine Partners Program was recently sent out by AKC.  The 
changes will simplify the planning and management of club events, while benefiting mixed breed dog owners by giving them 
more opportunities to participate in events in their local areas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.AKCCaninePartners.com 
 
MIXED BREEDS ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE AT THE CLUB’S OPTION AT ALL BREED TRIALS 
We are pleased to inform you of a decision made by the AKC Board at the January 11, 2010 meeting, which will enhance the 
AKC Canine Partners program. This exciting new program allows mixed breed dog owners to list their dogs and participate in 
all breed AKC Agility, Obedience and Rally events starting April 1, 2010.  
 
While each club’s participation in the AKC Canine Partners program will remain voluntary, clubs may now choose to allow 
mixed breed participation at any all breed AKC Agility, Obedience or Rally event. This change eliminates the need for events to 
be standalone events. Additionally, mixed breeds will compete in the same classes and earn the same titles as their purebred 
counterparts. Separate mixed breed classes and placements are no longer required or allowed. All owners of mixed breed 
dogs must first obtain an AKC Canine Partners listing number before they may enter an AKC event. Mixed breed dogs entered 
in events must have the breed on the entry form listed as “Canine Partner” (mixed breed) and not as a breed hybrid. 
 
PREMIUM LIST CHANGES 
COVER PAGE – AKC All-Breed Licensed (or member) Agility Trials 
If the club is allowing mixed breeds at their all breed event, add “This Event is Accepting Entries for Mixed Breed Dogs Enrolled 
in the AKC Canine Partners Program” on the cover page. 
 
DOGS ELIGIBLE TO ENTER 
This trial is open to all dogs fifteen (15) months of age or older that are registered with the American Kennel Club or that have 
AKC Limited Registration, Purebred Alternative Listing/Indefinite Listing Privileges (PAL/ILP) or an AKC Canine Partners listing 
number, or approved Foundation Stock Service (FSS) breeds. The club’s bitches in season policy should be stated here too. 

If the club is allowing mixed breeds to participate they may add the following statement to further clarify they are 
allowing mixed breed dogs to enter their event: Mixed breed dogs that have been listed with AKC Canine Partners may 
participate provided their listing number has been recorded on the entry form. 



 
CLASSES OFFERED 
Standard, Jumpers With Weaves, FAST.  Novice A & B, Open, Excellent A & B, Novice Preferred, Open Preferred, Excellent A 
& B Preferred. Clubs should remove any reference to separate mixed breed classes in the premium list or other event related 
materials, as mixed breed dogs will compete in the same classes and earn the same titles as purebred dogs. 
 
ENTRY FORM 
The AKC agility entry form has changed. Email agility@akc.org to request this form in a Word format. Soon the revised form 
will be uploaded to the AKC website as a downloadable form. Exhibitors should be instructed to list “Canine Partner” (mixed 
breed) for the breed name on the entry form. No other breed description may be used to identify a mixed breed entry. 
Additionally, the exhibitor must provide their AKC Canine Partners listing number on the entry form and check-mark “AKC No.” 
on the form.  
 
EVENT APPLICATIONS 
The clubs do not need to do anything with AKC if they have already applied to allow mixed breeds to compete at their events.  
However, if a club wishes to add mixed breeds to an all breed event that previously was not offering mixed breeds, they should 
contact their AKC Event Operations representative to amend their application. 
 
AKC INVITATIONALS AND NATIONALS 
Additionally, effective for the events held in 2011, mixed breeds will be eligible to compete at AKC National Agility 
Championship, AKC Agility Invitational, and AKC National Obedience Invitational. 
 
Questions regarding the Canine Partners Program should be sent to akccaninepartners@akc.org. 
To view more information regarding these changes go to http://www.akc.org/pdfs/mixedBreed/CPLetter.pdf 
 
 
ARMBAND DISTRIBUTION and the DOGS TO BE MEASURED LIST 
Trial secretaries should continue to separate armbands of those who need measuring from self-service check-in so that the 
armband is not distributed until such time that the dog either gets a measurement or the exhibitor advises that a valid jump 
height card exists. The exhibitor does not have to show the card; they simply have to ask for their armband stating that they 
currently have a valid measurement.  
 
If an entry form comes in with no jump height card notification attached (e.g. none of the boxes are checked or a form without 
the boxes is used), please place the dog on the club’s Dogs To Be Measured List report until such time that the exhibitor states 
otherwise. In this manner, the responsibility is upon the exhibitor to communicate that a card exists or they must get their dog 
measured. 
 
Please realize these processes help protect the exhibitor by reminding them a measurement may be needed. 
 
Thank You for your hard work and dedication toward our sport. It is very much appreciated! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Andy Hartman, Director of Agility 
And the Field Reps … Gail Storm, Carrie DeYoung, Doug Hurley, Diane Craig, Barb Budnar, Mark Sjogren, Richard 
Mackintosh and Steve Herwig 
 
 


