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9623 Wystone Avenue     Northridge, CA  91324     Phone: 818-886-8212     cxd2@akc.org  

Carrie DeYoung 
Director of Agility 

 

April 2011 
 
Dear AKC Agility Trial Secretaries & AKC Agility Trial Chairs, 
 
Please be aware that there has been a change to the Standard Course Time worksheet found 
at http://www.akc.org/pdfs/events/agility/Standard_JWW_Course_Time_Worksheets.pdf 
revised 02/01/11. 
 
1. Training on the Show Grounds 
There has been an issue brought to AKC’s attention regarding the recent regulation change to 
the Regulations for Agility Trials, Chapter 1, Section 15 Training on Show Grounds. Clubs 
have contacted AKC to state that exhibitors have felt it is now allowable for them to practice on 
the club’s equipment on the day preceding an event because the regulation changed to say 
training on the equipment is not allowed beginning at 12:00 a.m. the day of the trial. This is not 
the case.   
 
AKC has not changed the requirements to allow “fun matches” or “show and go’s” and the 
requirements regarding these can be found in the Match Regulations, Chapter 1, Section 3. 
“Fun Matches. A fun match is an informal dog event that is not approved by The American 
Kennel Club as a sanctioned match. These events are commonly held by clubs that are not on 
the records of The American Kennel Club as being eligible to conduct sanctioned matches, 
dog shows, agility or obedience/rally trials. Once a club becomes eligible to hold AKC 
sanctioned matches, it may not conduct fun matches unless entries are restricted to members 
of the club. Any event for which the club solicits or accepts entries from non-members must be 
approved by AKC as a sanctioned match.” 
 
The Regulations for Agility Trials state in Chapter 4, Section 15, “Training on Show Grounds. 
No agility obstacle training is allowed on the show grounds except for the use of the warm-up 
jump. No training is allowed on the trial equipment from 12:00 a.m. the day of the trial, to at 
least one (1) hour after the completion of the trial (on the last day of any set of trials). “ 
 
The underlined text that changed still does not allow agility obstacle training on the show 
grounds and was implemented to allow clubs/facilities the ability to hold their training classes 
the night before a club’s trial without impacting their normal training schedule. Previously clubs 
were impacting the rental facilities training schedules due to their trial requirements.   
 
Clubs are not allowed to hold fun runs at an event site on the equipment unless they apply with 
the American Kennel Club to hold a Sanctioned Match. Clubs may submit an application to 
hold a Sanctioned B Match and AKC will process and approve it for an upcoming event, or the 
club could apply to hold a Special Attraction offering the Time 2 Beat class for the upcoming 
event.   



 

 
The employees of the American Kennel Club do not have the ability to over-ride or provide an 
exception to the regulations and rules, only the AKC Board of Directors can approve changes 
to such regulations and rules at their general meetings.  
 
2. Judging Schedule Statement 
When publishing a judging schedule for agility trials, Trial Secretaries should amend their 
statement regarding move-ups. AKC did amend the language in Ch 1, Section 20 to add 
language about wait-listed entries getting into a trial after the closing date, but did not update 
the language in Section 19.  So Trial Secretaries should amend the language in the judging 
schedule to say, “This is a preliminary judging schedule which is contingent upon the move-up 
entries that may not have been received yet, or when adding wait-listed entries after closing.” if 
it is applicable for your trial. 
 
3. Agility Jump Height Card Measurements 
How does the measuring process work? It seems that there may be some confusion on when 
a Judge of Record should measure a dog that is entered in the agility trial. The following 
information is to help clarify when they should measure a dog.   
 
For the judge’s planning purposes, the Trial Secretary should provide the judge with a list of 
dogs that need to be measured. This list is comprised from all the entries for the trial where 
“My Dog Needs To Be Measured” was check-marked on the entry form and it is the exhibitor’s 
responsibility to have the dog measured. 
 
At check-in on the trial day, all entries that were marked “My dog needs to be measured” could 
be kept separate from all other entries. When these exhibitors check-in, they should be 
directed to have their dog measured.  
 
Here is an example that can be used to determine when a Judge of Record (not a VMO) 
should measure dogs at the trial: 
 
When SHOULD a Judge of Record measure a dog? 
Before being measured, the exhibitor should be asked if their dog has EVER been measured 
officially and do they have any yellow forms?  If the answer is NO they have never been 
officially measured, the dog must be measured by the Judge of Record prior to running.  
 

1. They have NEVER been measured by an AKC VMO or Field Rep and DO NOT 
have a yellow slip 

2. They have a yellow slip but it is a Temporary one that has expired because the dog 
has turned two (2) years of age since the measurement. 

 
When should a Judge of Record NOT measure a dog? 
Ask the handler if the dog has EVER been measured officially and do they have any yellow 
forms? If they answer YES that they have had their dog officially measured before and have a 
yellow form, these dogs must not be measured by the Judge of Record and should be 
allowed to pick up their armbands for the trial.   
 

1. When they have ANY yellow slip where the measurement was done after the dog 
turned two (2) years of age. 

2. If the dog is running in either the 24 or 26-inch jump height class. 



 

 
Note: When a dog is measured at the trial, or if the dog is measured twice in one day, the last 
measurement taken is the “official” measurement effective from that point forward. There is a 
date and time noted on all measurement forms to determine which form is the current 
measurement. 
If a VMO or Field Rep. is available, the dog must be measured before it runs.  
 
If an AKC Agility Field Representative or a VMO is present at the event the following dogs 
must be measured for a Jump Height Card regardless of the jump height they entered.  
 
All dogs that have not:  

1. Completed all of the required measurements for a permanent Jump Height Card to be 
issued by AKC, or  

2. That does not have a valid Temporary jump height yellow measuring form (for dogs 
under 2 years old). 

 
3. Time 2 Beat (T2B) Classes 
Do the Time 2 Beat Classes have to be published in a club’s premium list? 
We’ve been getting a lot of questions on Special Attractions for Time 2 Beat. Until June 30, 
2011, the T2B classes are only held as Special Attractions at AKC events.  The club should 
download and complete a Special Attraction form (http://www.akc.org/pdfs/mespl2.pdf) and 
submit it to AKC for approval.  Once approved, the Special Attraction should be advertised by 
the club to provide the exhibitors the opportunity be informed that the club will hold this at the 
event. Beginning on July 1, 2011, clubs that offer the T2B classes will be required to include 
them in their event premium list.  
 
Who can judge the Time 2 Beat Special Attraction until June 30, 2011? 
Anyone with advanced level agility experience may judge a T2B Special Attraction. Clubs have 
three options to use for courses for the T2B class.  Clubs may have the T2B judge design a 
course, the club may download a sample T2B course from the AKC website to use at the 
event, or they may ask one of the event judges to design a course. 
 
Who can judge Time 2 Beat starting July 1, 2011?  The judging panel must be approved by 
AKC; either an Approved or Provisional judge will be allowed to judge the T2B classes. T2B 
does count toward judging limits like the other three classes.  

Could a club offer both the FAST class and the T2B class at the same trial? Yes, clubs 
are allowed to offer the T2B class in conjunction with Standard, JWW and FAST classes.  
Additionally, a club may offer T2B on the day preceding, or the day after a minimum of a two-
day trial in which all levels of agility classes are offered. Clubs may also offer the T2B class in 
conjunction with the Regular and Preferred classes on the Excellent only trial day. 

 
4. Handling Dog Aggression 
Please be aware that Chapter 1, Section 23 in the current (11/10) printing of the Regulations 
for Agility Trials was modified to clarify Event Committee vs. Judge's responsibilities. The new 
section is outlined below: 
 
 
 
 



 

Chapter 1, Section 23. Handling Dog Aggression.  
 
Event Committee Responsibility: 
Any dog, that in the opinion of the Event Committee, attacks a person or a dog at an AKC 
event, resulting in an injury, and is believed by that Event Committee to present a hazard to 
persons or other dogs, shall be disqualified. When the dog is disqualified by the Event 
Committee pursuant to this section, a report shall be filed with the Executive Secretary of the 
American Kennel Club. The disqualified dog may not again compete at any AKC event nor be 
on the grounds of an AKC event unless and until, following application for reinstatement by the 
owner to the American Kennel Club, the owner receives official notification in writing from the 
AKC that the dog’s eligibility has been reinstated.  If the Event Committee becomes aware of 
any act of dog aggression that takes place in association with their event, the Committee must 
look into the incident and complete the form (AEDSQ4). No exhibitor complaint is required. 
Please refer to Dealing With Misconduct at American Kennel Club Events. 
 
Judge’s Responsibility: 

1. If a dog displays THREATENING OR MENACING BEHAVIOR toward a person in the 
ring, a dog at the start line, or leaves the ring and displays these behaviors toward a person or 
dog outside of the ring: 

• The judge must EXCUSE the dog from the ring and mark “EXCUSED” in the catalog, 
stating the reason. 

 
2. If a dog in the ring ATTACKS another dog (usually at the start line), leaves the ring and 

ATTACKS another dog, or runs into the ring and ATTACKS another dog: 
• The judge must EXCUSE the dog and seriously consider doing so for the remainder of the 

day or series of shows, and must mark “EXCUSED” in the catalog, stating the reason. 
• The judge must fill out a current DOG ON DOG ATTACK form (AEDSQ3) and have the 

Event Committee/Secretary FAX it to AKC Event Operations within 72 hours of the incident. 
 

3. If a dog ATTACKS any person in the ring or ATTACKS the judge while being measured: 
• The judge must DISQUALIFY the dog, and mark “DISQUALIFED” in the catalog, stating 

the reason. 
• The judge must fill out a current DISQUALIFICATION FOR ATTACKING form (AEDSQ1) 

and have the Event Committee/Secretary FAX it to AKC Event Operations within 72 hours of 
the incident. 

 
4. If a dog either displays THREATENING OR MENACING BEHAVIOR, or ATTACKS a 

VMO or Field Representative while being measured: 
• The behavior must be reported immediately to the Event Committee, asking for an 

investigation to determine if the dog should be DISQUALIFIED and/or asked to leave the show 
grounds.  The Judge of Record should also be notified that the dog could not be measured. 
 

5. Any dog presented for measurement by the Judge of Record that is unable to be 
measured due to AGGRESSION must be excused by the judge of record as described in 
Section 1 above. 
 
Note: 
• In any of the above situations, if there is an EXCUSAL, this type of report becomes part of 

the dog’s record and is applied toward the dog being permanently barred from AKC agility 



 

events. If two separate incidents are reported to the AKC Director of Agility, the dog will be 
barred from all future AKC agility events. 

 
• In any of the above situations, if there is a DISQUALIFICATION, this type of report signifies 

that the dog may not compete at any AKC event nor be on the grounds of any AKC event 
unless and until, following application for reinstatement by the owner to the AKC, the owner 
receives official notification in writing from the AKC that the dog’s eligibility has been 
reinstated. 

 
• If a dog is DISQUALIFIED and the Event Committee determines the dog to be a possible 

danger, the dog must be removed from the show grounds. The Event Committee always 
has the option of asking that any dog be removed from the show grounds if they feel that 
the dog is a threat to other dogs or to people. 

 
• In all instances of aggression associated with an event: 

• The judge must submit to the Director of Agility, a written report of the incident along 
with the judge’s trial report. 

• The Trial Chairman must submit to the AKC, a written report of the incident along with 
the Trial Chairman’s report. 

• The Trial Secretary must submit to the AKC, a written report of the incident along with 
the trial catalog. 

 
5. Walk-Through Clarifications/Adjustments 
Eight to ten minute walkthroughs are highly suggested so everyone gets a chance to 
adequately study the course.  There are times, however, that this amount of time may not be 
necessary.  Some examples would be for small classes leaving lots of room to walk the course 
and everyone on the course is satisfied and leaves the walkthrough early.  At times a ring that 
has been built may be available while the other ring is running.  If the ring is opened up for 
competitors to walk this could be considered part of the walkthrough.  If there are any conflicts 
they can be addressed by the judge of record for that ring.  There will be times when an 8 
minute walkthrough may not be necessary.  Common sense should dictate whether a time less 
than 8 minutes is adequate. 
 
A five minute period after the walkthrough to allow time for the first dogs to be ready to start 
the class is required.  This requirement may be adjusted under certain circumstances to help 
keep the trial moving in a timely manner. 

• For small classes where at least the first 8 competitors in the running order are ringside 
and ready the class may begin.  Under no circumstances are these 8 competitors to be 
rushed in any way and if they need the full 5 minutes to prepare then so be it. 

• When there is a large class and the walkthrough has been split and competitors will 
walk, walk and then run there need not be a 5 minute delay for the first dog to be ready 
to start the class.  The first group will have had 8 minutes (while the second group is 
walking the course) to prepare for their run.  Conflicts can be addressed with the judge 
of record. 

 
6. Timer Console Versions/Abilities (with contribution from Judge David Nauer) 
The Timer Console version may be found by turning on the console, then watching the Status 
Display screen in the lower left hand corner. The second screen of information (after Initializing 
…) will be “POLARIS Rev #.#”. The number displayed is that timer’s version number. 
 



 

Many clubs do not update their version until required (like when FAST came). One significant 
add in V2.9 allows you to leave the time display panel on during FAST. The display will turn to 
"go" -- actually 60 -- when the "go" button is pressed, then the entire panel will go blank when 
the dog's run starts by pressing the black button. Then, when the finish obstacle is taken the 
display comes back on showing the dog’s time. This is great if you can be in a position to see it 
at the start because you can tell if your timer has pressed the button when the dog starts -- if 
you see something on the display and the dog is running you can stop it because it is a timer 
malfunction. 
 
The brand new V3.0 has now created a new category for count down. In the advanced menu 
you can set both a count down time period (usually 8 or 10 minutes) and a "Post-count down" 
time period -- which you should set to 5 minutes. When in use the countdown timing works just 
as normal but at 0.00 the buzzer sounds twice and the timer starts counting UP. The idea is at 
the buzzer the exhibitors should clear the ring and that 5 minutes is "first dog on the line". Cool 
stuff. 
 
V3.0 also changes the setting of the automated table timer count default from continuous to 
restart in order to match up with our current AKC Regulations. 
 
7. Where to Set the Timer Eyes on the Tire Jump 
We recommend the timer eyes for the tire jump be set at the bar-jump height of the class, thus 
when a class’s height change is called, all of the equipment is being set to that stated height 
(assuming the tire’s chain has been marked for bar-jump heights as suggested previously). 
 
 
Thank You for your hard work and dedication toward our sport. It is very much appreciated! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Carrie DeYoung 
AKC Director of Agility 
 
And the Raleigh office Companion Events team……Pamela Manaton, Manager, Theresia 
Jones and Janice Sondys. 


