
Introducing the AKC National 
Owner-Handler Series

More competition.  
       More competitors. 
    They win. You win.



We’d like to proudly introduce the American Kennel Club National Owner-
Handler Series, an exciting new event designed to enhance exhibitors’ 
competition while increasing both commitment and attendance to your shows.

The AKC National Owner-Handler Series allows Owner-Handlers to compete 
against other Owner-Handlers. It’s as pure as competition gets. And it’s what 
exhibitors have been asking for.

We’re excited about this new competition and we’re making sure all clubs 
and exhibitors are aware of it. Additionally, we’ll promote the event on your 
behalf prior to your next show. We believe the AKC National Owner-Handler 
Series will not only excite current exhibitors but also attract new ones and 
bring them all back year after year.

This brochure provides a thorough overview of the AKC National Owner-
Handler Series. The AKC looks forward to working with you to include  
the event in your next show and supporting it within your club and local 
canine community.

Thank you for your support.

Dear Club Officer,

Alan Kalter
Chairman of 

The American Kennel Club

Dennis Sprung
President of 

The American Kennel Club

John Lyons
COO of 

The American Kennel Club



A competition just
for Owner-Handlers.

Owner-Handlers are natural born 

competitors. It’s what drives 

them to attend shows week after 

week, year after year. They love to 

compete. And they told us so.

The new AKC National Owner-

Handler Series is a non-titling 

competition created in direct 

response to Owner-Handlers’ 

desire to compete against other 

Owner-Handlers. And it’s going to 

make your next dog show bigger, 

more competitive, and a lot of fun.

Owner-Handlers will still enter and compete in the regular 

classes to win Best of Breed. Then, just before the regular  

class judging is complete, the recognition of Owner-Handler 

Best of Breed will be awarded. Owner-Handler Group  

winners will then compete for Owner-Handler Best in Show!

What this means for AKC Clubs is more opportunities to  

recognize their exhibitors in a highly competitive environment.  

You’re doubling their chances to come away from your  

show a winner, and get the recognition they strive for.

The chances for Owner-Handlers  
                to win are doubled.



AKC Clubs are loving it.

 “This series can bring owner-handlers  
              back to my show”

-Fort Worth Kennel Club

 “Our show’s entries increased by 300, 
     due in part to the OHS” 

-Atlanta Kennel Club

 “Exhibitors said they would 
                compete in OHS again”

-Ann Arbor Kennel Club

 “When exhibitors like something,  
it drives entries, and exhibitors 

liked the OHS!” 
-Sahuaro State Kennel Club

We’re behind  
    you all the way.

The AKC wants to make sure 

your Owner-Handler Series 

event is a successful one. 

That includes promoting the 

event on behalf of your club, 

and using our own resources 

to make all exhibitors within 

a 200 mile radius aware of 

your show. We don’t just 

want Owner-Handlers to 

win, we want you to win.



It’s easy to make the new AKC National 
Owner-Handler Series part of your next event. 

Contact us today. Visit www.akc.org/ohs or contact 
AKC Event Operations at eventnews@akc.org
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