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The Two Couple Pack Hunt Test (TCPHT)  is the latest format to be licensed by the 
American Kennel Club (AKC) for beagle hound field competition. This is a very popular 
sport in certain parts of the county and is growing in popularity since being licensed by 
AKC. 
 
The format differs from beagle field trails in that the hounds don’t compete in head to 
head competition. The rules and procedures are very simple. Each participant shows up 
with four AKC registered hounds, completes the necessary paperwork and enters the four 
hounds as a unit. Hence the term “two couple packs” Four beagle hounds constitute a 
“small” pack.  The participants need not own all the hounds. And it is common for one 
handler to use one or more of a friend’s hounds to make up a small pack.   
 
The pack may be made up of beagle hounds of different size and sex. The only size 
requirement is that the beagle hounds not exceed 15 inches in height. Should there be a 
question about a hound’s height eligibility the judges will measure the hound. They will 
use an all metal measuring stand that has been approved by AKC. The usual measuring 
techniques will be used by the judges standing the hound in a naturally alert position with 
its forelegs vertical on a flat level board placed at floor or ground level. The contact bar 
shall be placed loosely along the dorsal line and resting on the shoulder blades at the 
highest point.  

 
The running order of the packs in first series will be determined by random draw. Should 
there be more than 16 packs entered the hunt test the event committee has the option of 
splitting the class into two divisions. The entire class will be drawn as one, the first half 
being division A and the second half division B.  
 
All hounds must be cast and scored on searching ability and tested for gun shyness.  The 
packs are normally given 20 minutes of running time. But in events where there is a large 
entry the event committee may change run time to 15 minutes. The packs are timed on 
the run time clock. In addition to the run clock there is credit time clock. This clock is 
used to credit the hounds when at least three of the four hounds are tonguing and making 
forward progress on the line.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The primary goal of the judges of TCPHT is to find the pack that is the most useful as a 
hunting pack. Three hounds must be tonguing the line making forward progress and the 
fourth hound must be in the pack before the “credit time clock” can begin. The “credit 
time clock” will be stopped if less than three hounds are tonguing the line or in any 
instance the pack is not making forward progress. The judges are looking for the pack 
that makes the most forward uninterrupted progress on the scent line with the least 
amount of “down time”. This is a timed event, with (15 or 20) minutes of run time 
allowed each pack. The hounds must quickly adapt to conditions and make the best 
possible showing in a short amount of time. The pack with the best “credit time clock” 
time is declared the winner.    
 
The TCPHT also differs from field trials in awarding titles. In field trial competition the 
hounds meeting requirements are awarded the title of Field Champion. (FC). This is a 
prefix title. In the TCPHT the hounds meeting the requirements are awarded the title of 
Master Hunter (MH) This is a suffix title and may be attained in addition to FC status. 
Presently a hound must be in the first place winning pack three times and accumulate 60 
points with at least 6 packs starting to attain the title of MH.  Each pack started 
constitutes a point. Four packs are placed in each event (1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th) regardless of 
how many packs may start. Each hound in each winner or placed pack receives the same 
amount of points towards the MH title. First place pack hounds receives one point for 
each started pack, 2nd place receives ½ point for each pack started etc.  
 
 
Presently the judges of TCPHT do not have to a combined experience of 10 AKC 
Licensed Events between the two judges. However to be approved to be advertised to 
judge an AKC Licensed TCPHT both judges must have attended a Beagle Field Trial 
Judges Seminar and made a satisfactory score on the examination.  
 
The AKC Licensed TCPHT can be a very exciting and enjoyable event. Presently each 
AKC Licensed or Member Beagle Club may hold two AKC Licensed TCPHT each year. 
We encourage any interested club wishing to hold an AKC Licensed TCPHT to contact 
the Performance Events Department of AKC. We will be glad to assist the club in 
processing the application. Should you have questions please refer to Beagle Field Trial 
Rules Rulebook more specifically Procedure 8 or contact any of the AKC Field Staff.  


