
Local Events 2012 
 
Thanks you to all the clubs and dog organizations that hosted AKC Responsible Dog Ownership 
Day events this year. With over 630 events reported to us from across the country, the 
celebration was a huge success! Below, please enjoy some event recaps and photos submitted 
by some of our event holding clubs and organizations.  
 
Abilene Kennel Club 
Abilene Kennel Club had many breeds on hand for the public to meet. Deacon Mark Main from 
St. Francis Church performed a Blessing of the Animals and the club also offered CGC testing, 
microchipping, obedience demonstrations and a demo from the Abilene Police Department K-9 
Unit. A Humane Society volunteer ran fun games like “find a hot dog in a stinky old shoe.” 
-MaryJane Dewitt, RDOD Chairman 
  
Arapahoe Kennel Club 
Arapahoe Kennel Club held its 6th Annual Bark in the Park and Responsible Dog Ownership Day 
on September 16, 2012. This year, the club offered demonstrations of agility, flyball, dancing 
dogs, obedience, rally, Junior Showmanship, and K9 nosework. Along with all these 
demonstrations, breed clubs and individuals participated in a Meet the Breed demonstration as 
well. There was breed representation from most of the groups. A local Police K9 unit attended as 
did the Alie Foundation. The Alie Foundation was created by Richard Berrelez to honor his 
granddaughter who was kidnapped. They donate dogs and equipment to local police departments 
to help find other missing people. Arapahoe KC also had a very popular kids booth where 
coloring books, clay, and instruction on how to approach dogs and dog responsibility were 
available.  
--Kathryn Kudron  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bayou Kennel Club, German Shepherd Dog Club of Greater Ouachita, South Louisiana 
Vizsla Club, Vicksburg Kennel Club and the Basset Hound Club of Bayou Country 
The Bayou Kennel Club, German Shepherd Dog Club of Greater Ouachita, South Louisiana 
Vizsla Club, Vicksburg Kennel Club and the Basset Hound Club of Bayou Country all participated 
in two RDO days in conjunction with the annual Cotton Land Cluster of Dog Shows held 
September 1 and 2, 2012 in Monroe, LA. In addition to an RDO booth, members of each of the 
clubs gave out RDO materials, answered questions and directed spectators to CGC events that 
were also being held (with the Cluster).  There were approximately 1200 spectators (town people) 
in attendance at the shows over the two days and many were presented the RDO 
materials.  Since this Cluster had a large entry of rare or "unusual" breeds, many of the questions 
were concerning these breeds and this was a perfect opportunity to discuss "responsibility" of 
owners.  The events were very successful and an important part of the Cluster. 
-Pat Booker, Treasurer, Bayou Kennel Club 
 



Beaumont Kennel Club 
BKC set up and information table at Petco and brought breeds to meet the public. 
-Candy Holder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beehive Toy Group of Utah 
The Beehive Toy Group of Utah had a lovely set-up and positive reactions to the Responsible 
Dog Ownership booth at the club’s recent show in Utah.  The best response came from non-show 
people just dropping in to watch their first dog show. Club President Michael J. Fox says, “They 
are always so grateful for information on showing, breeding and overall care of dogs.  There 
were great questions and we had a very successful day passing out information and answering 
inquiries.” 
 -Michael J. Fox, President 
 
Blue Ridge Kennel 
On September 23, 2012, Blue Ridge Kennel participated in AKC Responsible Dog Ownership 
Days by setting up a booth at Bark in the Park, an annual event held by the Humane Society of 
Elmore County in Wetumpka, Alabama. Bark in the Park raises money for the humane society 
through activities and contests for both the dog and owner. The shelter also showcases dogs up 
for adoption. There were many vendors and concessions available on site as well. The 
Wetumpka Police Department did a police dog demo, a microchip clinic was available, and other 
activities including agility, flyball, Frisbee, hide ‘n seek, search and research, and obedience were 
all available. Blue Ridge Kennel presented pamphlets and information on different breeds along 
with Canine Good Citizen materials. BRK also provided coloring books and crayons to interest 
children, and brought a variety of dogs of different breeds to introduce to visitors, including two 
Dobermans, three Rottweilers, one Pointer, one Basset Hound, one Mastiff, two Corgis and two 
Yorkshire Terriers. There was a great turn-out and many people enjoyed meeting the dogs. The 
shelter found forever homes for five dogs, raised over $5000 and was able to educate hundreds 
of people through the different vendors and services offered.  
 
Blue Prints Dog Studio 
Blue Prints Dog Studio in Syracuse, NY offered Canine Good Citizen at its RDO Day. Four dogs 
passed the test!   
-Katie Madonia, Manager 
 



 
 
 
 
Cape Cod Kennel Club 
The Cape Cod Kennel Club held its 2012 RDO Day on September 16th as part of the annual 
Cranberry Cluster Dog Shows & Trials at the county fairgrounds. The local selectmen issued a 
proclamation declaring Saturday & Sunday "Responsible Dog Ownership Weekend in Falmouth, 
MA." Members of the local 4H dog club, the Muddy Paws, manned a booth with information 
on obedience, agility, rally & breed handling classes, including CGC & STAR puppy classes & 
how juniors could get involved with dog sports. A lot of dog related literature & posters explaining 
how a dog show works were available for first time visitors. The club’s emphasis was on how pet 
owners could help their dog become a canine good citizen & also have fun by getting involved in 
companion events. There was also an Eye/CERF clinic with a veterinary ophthalmologist.   
-Leslie Lichtenstein    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club of Greater Atlanta 
The Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club of Greater Atlanta (CKCSCGA) attended the 4th Annual 
Chattapoochie Pet Fest on Sunday, October 7, 2012. Their “Meet the Cavalier” booth was a hit 
and even made the local Duluth Patch newspaper. Folks at the event got to pet and hold 
Cavaliers of all ages and sizes and talk with pet owners and breeders about the breed. The club 
provided educational packets for children specifically designed for two different age groups: pre-
school to first grade and second grade and up. Each contained stickers, a Cavalier pumpkin 
carving template, pencils, first aid and AKC pamphlets, plus activity sheets and booklets from the 
AKC about responsible dog ownership. For the parents, the club handed out the Club brochure 
and rescue trust information. The club brought special guests Caleb and Charlie, the ACKCS 
Rescue Trust foster dogs, to the event as well. Members provided over 40 individuals with 
information on how to volunteer for the Rescue Trust (www.cavalierrescuetrust.org) and how to 
adopt a Cavalier King Charles Spaniel. As a bonus, both Caleb and Charlie helped raise over $50 
for the Rescue Trust with their tail wags and Cavalier kisses!  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlottesville-Albemarle Kennel Club 
CAKC once again participated in Fridays After Five, with Friday, September 14 officially 
designated as AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day. Members shared information, brought 
dogs for petting, discussed their breeds and generally enjoyed good dog company with mall-
goers. It was a nice way for people to see that the dogs that compete in shows are pets first and 
foremost, and that CAKC members are accessible and eager to share. 
-Jim Barrett 

 
 
 

http://www.cavalierrescuetrust.org/


Cirneco dell 'Etna Club of America 
The CdECA RDO Day was held at a Peace, Love and Dogs, a premier boarding and training 
facility in Houston, Texas, on September 15th from 10 am to 2 pm. Two rescue groups were 
represented, the Cirnecos and the Italian Greyhound Rescue Club of America. Events for the day 
included a microchip clinic, a costume contest, training demonstration, CGC testing, a photo 
booth, food, drinks and lots of camaraderie. The event was well-attended by both Cirneco dell' 
Etna and Italian Greyhound members. Advertising included radio ads, flyers, and 
Facebook/Twitter notifications. The club looks forward to having another event next year.  
-Denny Baker, Cirneco dell 'Etna Club of America 
  

 
 
 
City of Willis 
The City of Willis sponsored its first Responsible Dog Ownership Day on Saturday September 15, 
2012. Willis residents and their four legged friends stopped by for the fun. The South Texas Bully 
Alliance gave a presentation about the bully breeds and the proper care needed for them and 
exactly how to be a responsible bully breed owner.  Dr. Hartke spent her day speaking to citizens 
on the proper care for all their animals and how to be a responsible pet owner and was doing 
microchipping for them as well. 
 
The demonstrations from Bed Bath and Biscuits were a lot of fun to watch. They gave visitors lots 
of information on their classes and the skills needed for a dog to participate in this activity. BB&B 
also had lots of yummy treats to buy and a huge bag of free stuff just for stopping by. Conroe 
Animal Shelter Volunteers brought by some adorable puppies for adoption. The CGC test was a 
challenge for anyone to try and many did. The City looks forward to next year and plans on 
making the next RDO Day bigger with more activities and lots more doggie fun. 
-Bonita DeRosa, City of Willis, Animal Control Officer/Code Enforcement Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Crazy Critters 
2012 was the first year that Crazy Critters hosted a Responsible Dog Ownership Day event. The 
goal was to help folks better understand that by being responsible for your dog's health needs, 
safety, exercise, and training both you and your best friend will enjoy a better quality of life. Crazy 
Critters achieved those goals by offering service dog demonstrations, FREE doggie grooming 
and nail trimming, CGC testing, treadmill demonstrations, lots of educational literature, and a 
FUN coloring contest for the kids. A lot of great families and their dogs attended the event.  Dogs 
and owners alike had a great time, met new friends and left with some fresh ideas and 
information to inspire folks to continue to build a strong healthy relationship with their furry friends. 
-Michael and Linda Kelly  

 
 
 
 
Del-Otse-Nango Kennel Club 
The Del-Otse-Nango Kennel Club held its RDO Day event in conjunction with its match 
show.  The match was held in Neahwa Park in Oneonta, NY where there are many events going 
on to draw the public into witnessing responsible dog ownership. The public was able to see the 
dogs competing and how the owners handled and trained their dogs and puppies.  The club had 
a good turnout and the public was also able to see dogs competing in Obedience and Rally 
classes.  The great display of AKC publications was appreciated by one and all.   
-Dolores A. Postens, RDOD Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
Delaware County Kennel Club 
The DCKC held its RDO Day in conjunction with the club’s conformation match on September 29, 
2012 at the Newlin Grist Mill in Glen Mills, Pa. The club had a good entry, representing the seven 
groups, and also hosted a breed showcase where the public could meet different breeds. The 
club also offered free microchipping for the dogs of Delaware County residents – a good day for 
all!  -Dee Metzger, Chair 



 
 
 
Flatirons Kennel Club 
FKC held its Responsible Dog Ownership Day on September 15 and 16 in conjunction with its 
Obedience and Rally trials. The club received many compliments on its display of AKC literature 
and answered questions from interested visitors. 
-Pat Maynard and Liz Johnson, Trial Chairpersons 
 
Fort Worth Kennel Club 
The FWKC held its RDO Day on September 22, 2012. Many local breed clubs attended with their 
dogs so they could introduce the breeds to local families. The event was very well attended!  
-Nanci Nellis  
 
Glen Falls Kennel Club 
Members Lois Hammond (with Golden Retriever Bailey) and Sue McCoy (with Gordon Setter 
Libby) presented an assembly to 200 elementary students at Hadley Luzerne Central School in 
Lake Luzerne, NY on October 3, 2012.  They were joined by three members from a local Therapy 
Dogs group.  All of the presenters work with a first grade reading class at the school. 
 
The assembly covered topics such as: items needed for dog care; basic grooming; basic 
obedience with a demonstration; and dog safety.  The various items were displayed and the 
children were shown how to brush a dog and how to use the dog’s crate.  The school librarian 
had a display of available dog books set up for the children and AKC’s coloring books and pencils 
were given to each student.  After the presentation the students practiced approaching and 
petting the dogs on their way out of the auditorium. 
 
The students were very responsive and attentive to the assembly with many positive comments 
and reactions at the end.  Upon returning for the reading class we continue to see students ask if 
they can pet the dogs and approaching them in the manner they were taught. 
-Sue McCoy, Secretary 
 

 



 
Grand Rapids Kennel Club 
GRKC hosted an event for the 6th year at the local Riverside Park in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
The event was attended by 40 vendors, from veterinarians to local pet food vendors. The club 
also planned for over 500 giveaway bags, demonstrations, and a tribute to cancer survivors, both 
human and canine.  This was the second year the club partnered with the American Cancer 
Society’s Bark for Life.  
  
At 10:00am, the club began the Opening Ceremonies, which led everyone on a Cancer Walk 
following bagpiper Dave O'Neil.  Members showcased demonstrations throughout the day, put on 
a parade of breeds with public participation, and then hosted a fun contest with help from a local 
celebrity judge - Jordan Carson and her Yorkshire Terrier Sammy from WOOD-TV. GRKC raised 
465 pounds of dog and cat food for Feeding America to assist those families that are less 
fortunate and have to make a decision to feed themselves or their pets.   
  
The club was also chosen to promote the new Tim Burton Walt Disney film "Frankenweenie.” It 
was great fun for all who attended, with free giveaways and Dachshund puppies on-site.   
-Patricia DenBoer, Chairperson  
 
 

 
 
Great Falls Training Club 
The Great Falls Dog Training Club held a Responsible Dog Ownership Day in conjunction with 
the club’s annual Fall Obedience/Rally trials over Labor Day weekend.  In the center of the arena, 
club members placed a table with posters and brochures provided by AKC.  Canine Good Citizen 
testing was offered throughout the weekend.  Fifteen dogs were tested.  An interview with our 
local ABC affiliate included mention of responsible dog ownership and an invitation to the public 
was extended for the CGC testing. 
-Judy Pylar, Fall Obedience/Rally Chairman 
 
 
Greater Lowell Kennel Club 
Members of The Greater Lowell Kennel Club decided to embrace the concept of AKC’s RDOD as 
a way to bring dog sports back to the community and bring the local dog community back to our 
club. By joining forces with North Shore Kennel Club, GLKC was able to offer dog show 
enthusiasts two sanctioned match shows, a puppy extravaganza, an obedience trial, a Canine 
Good Citizen Test and (sponsored by NSKC) a Temperament Test all on the same day and at the 
same site. Boston Bioproducts, a local supplier of biotech reagents for hospitals, universities, and 
biotech firms generously sponsored the event and supplied a catered lunch for everyone who 
attended. 
 
Club members spread the word of this event through the local newspapers, veterinarian offices 
and pet supply shops.  Every local dog show had a supply of match fliers on hand to remind 



exhibitors to join us.  Pet Smart and Petco chains were also both strong supporters of the 
promotion of this community event. A highlight of the event was a beginner handling class taught 
by soon-to-be members of GLKC, Robin and Kent MacFarlane.  As professional handlers they 
introduced the conformation ring to a new set of exhibitors.  And the final count: a combined entry 
of over 80 not including obedience, CGC and TT. GLKC welcomed 13 new members (including 
experienced exhibitors, professional handlers and folks new to the sport of dogs), and most 
importantly, introduced two very special little boys with a Lhasa to the sport of dogs! 
-Sandra Walker, President and RDO Chair 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gulfstream Rottweiler Club of Greater Miami, Inc. and Gulfstream Guardian Angels 
Rottweiler Rescue, a Purina Pro Plan Rally to Rescue Ambassador 
Gulfstream Rottweiler Club of Greater Miami, Inc. and Gulfstream Guardian Angels Rottweiler 
Rescue held a Responsible Dog Ownership Day at PETCO in Gainesville, Florida on Saturday, 
September 15, 2012.  
 

 
 
 
Huntington All Breed Kennel Club 
The HABKC hosted a joint event with the Friends of the Shelter volunteers. The event offered a 
microchip clinic along with pet adoption.  Huntington Kennel Club President Sylvia Handloser 
presented a microchip scanner through the AKC CAR program to the Huntington Cabel/Wayne 
Animal Shelter director Jim Cumm and to John Brumley of the Friends of the Shelter. The 
Huntington Animal Shelter is a high kill animal shelter striving to reduce euthanasia rates and it 
was found that microchip scanners were needed for screening animals.  There is also a need to 
promote microchipping as a means of recovering lost pets through the shelter system. Several 
dogs were adopted and microchipped on this day.  
-Sylvia Handloser, President 



 
 
 
Lava Hot Springs Foundation 
The 2012 Dogapoolooza event presented by the Lava Hot Springs Foundation at the Olympic 
Swimming Pool was the 2nd annual event, and it was a tremendous success. Held on September 
8th, from 12 noon to 4pm, over 200 dogs and their owners attended the event. Dogs swam in the 
50 meter Olympic-sized outdoor pool and played off-leash in the large fenced-in area surrounding 
the facility. A number of fun events were held, including costume contests, wiener dog races, best 
trick, doggie-owner lookalike, cutest dog and ugliest dog. Prizes were donated by a number of 
pet-related businesses. In addition to contests, there was a dog-treat bake sale that offered a 
variety of dog cookies, cake, and frozen treats in addition to human bake sale items. Dogs were 
offered canoe rides in the pool, and members of the Lava Heat Swim Team offered a dog wash 
station. Local canine organizations, including the Pocatello Kennel Club, set up booths, provided 
information and demonstrations throughout the grounds. Over $2,000.00 was raised, with 
proceeds supporting the swim team and local animal shelters.  
-Pamela Paasche OHearn  
 

 
 
Lone Star Flock Tending Club 
Lone Star Flock Tending Club held its Responsible Dog Ownership Day at Aquatic Park in 
Carrollton, Texas on September 8, 2012. The club offered CGC testing, a pool party for the dogs 
and a costume contest! 
-Eunice Gerloff 
 
Long Island Canine Class 
Long Island Canine Class partnered with R&S Pet Supplies of Middle Island, NY and held its first 
AKC RDO day on September 22, 2012. Over 300 people attended!  Local school children reading 
the Responsible Dog Ownership Pledge opened the event. The Long Island Labrador Retriever 
Club, English Springer Spaniel Club, and Boykin Spaniel Club were all in attendance.  Special 
guests included Ron Downey, 2008 8 Dog Champion of the North American Championship Sled 
Dog Race, and NYPD K-9 German Shepherd Dog Bismark. AKC English Springer Spaniel Club 
member Joyce did a presentation on AKC child-pet safety with her AKC Canine Ambassador 



Beagle. Long Island Canine Class performed AKC CGC testing and hosted a Meet the Breeds 
show.  AKC evaluator Paul Kearney of Pawesome Dog Training demonstrated urban mushing 
with his Siberian Huskies.  Dr. Pam Corey discussed animal acupuncture and Therapy Dogs 
International was represented.  NYC Shiba Inu Rescue and many other groups were given tables 
to spread the word about responsible dog ownership.  There were dog games, kid crafts, and 
face painting. An all-around great day for families and dog enthusiasts alike! LICC raised money 
to purchase spay/neuter vouchers for the community by selling t-shirts and raffling items donated 
by local businesses, pet food distributors, and groups such as Debonaire Doberman 
Rescue.  With the assistance of Dr. Charles Greco, LICC was able to give 30 families free 
spay/neuter vouchers for their pets. 
-Kristen Kranjc 
 

 
 
 
Minnesota Responsible Dog Ownership Day 
The fourth annual Minnesota Responsible Dog Ownership Day and AKC Canine Experience were 
held under near perfect weather conditions on Saturday, September 8th. Governor Mark Dayton 
again proclaimed the date as “Minnesota Responsible Dog Ownership Day” in the State of 
Minnesota.  The event attracted the participation of 52 all-breed, group, specialty, 4-H, and 
performance clubs from across the state.  Greatly aided by the assistance of a media consultant, 
the Day received publicity in several metro area newspapers and on local television both before 
and after the event, resulting in record attendance.  Donna Chicone, a local cable television 
celebrity, handled the announcer duties during the day and provided lively commentary for all the 
activities.  The day featured meet the breed, free handling lessons for conformation, obedience, 
rally, and agility from experienced local instructors.   Participating clubs also provided continuous 
demonstrations of carting, weight pull, and earth dog work for the interested public.  A microchip 
clinic was held during the event with 33 dogs receiving permanent identification with AKC CAR 
chips and $ 5.00 per chip was donated to the “Three Day Breast Cancer Walk”.   54 dogs 
participated in the CGC and TDI testing offered during the event with a very high success 
ratio.  The afternoon match was very popular with the new exhibitors trying out their morning 
lessons in conformation, rally and obedience.  Minnesota Responsible Dog Ownership Day would 
like to thank all the participating clubs, attendees, and volunteers that made this event a 
tremendous success.   
-Pat Cunningham 
 
 
Mispillion Kennel Club 
Mispillion Kennel Club members held their annual Responsible Dog Ownership Day event as part 
of the Milford Delaware Riverwalk Festival on Sept. 8, 2012. The club offered grooming and 
obedience demonstrations, and had many members on hand to answer questions, provide 
information and offer support to all dog owners.  



 
Members spoke with attendees about Irish Wolfhounds, Basset Hounds, Golden Retrievers, 
Labrador Retrievers, and Weimaraners. The reason for individual breed standards and the idea of 
the function of the breed was integrated with the learning experiences. Some spectators were 
amazed that the dogs in attendance behaved so nicely together - especially when informed that 
these dogs had just met!  Everyone who stopped was introduced to the positive aspects of 
purebred dogs, responsible breeders and the importance of responsible dog ownership.  
 
MKC supported Kent County Delaware SPCA and the BARK program (a program where shelter 
dogs are temporarily sent to live with and be trained by female prison inmates) with a donation 
tin. Club members also spoke with local politicians about why the club promotes responsible 
breeders, owners, and healthy, well-trained dogs.  
-Cynthia Martin, RDO Organizer 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Morris & Essex Kennel Club 
The Morris & Essex Kennel Club had a beautiful day and greeted nearly 60 exhibitors (many new 
first-timers!) to its Match and RDO Day on September 23. Held at the Green Village Firehouse in 
Green Village, NJ (the site of the Morris & Essex Kennel Club's founder, Mrs. Geraldine 
Rockefeller Dodge’s, match shows in the 1920s), the Match also had a nostalgic feel with period 
hats worn by many spectators, exhibitors, and even dogs. New Exhibitor and Handling Classes 
took place prior to judging and were presented by Honi Reisman and her sister. The CGC test 
had three times as many participants as last year! The club offered rosettes for CGC and the Hat 
Contest which was judged prior to Best in Match. 
-Debi Lampert-Rudman, Morris & Essex Kennel Club PR & Match Show Chair 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Northeastern Indiana Kennel Club 
NEIKC held its RDO Day held on September 8, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Shoaff Park 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana. It was the club’s most successful RDO Day yet! Between 750-800 people 
attended with their dogs, enjoying the many activities, booths, demos, and organizations all 
relating to being a responsible dog owner. A breed showcase was presented in the morning and 
in the afternoon, with owners available afterward to talk about their breeds. Demonstrations by 
local training schools (especially the agility demos) and police dogs were crowd favorites. Over 
450 pounds of pet food items were collected for FW Pet Food Pantry. The club was able to 
microchip 91 dogs in conjunction with the Allen County SPCA and stamp 89 pet tags with the 
assistance of the FW Animal Care and Control ID ME program. There were also 10 breed rescue 
groups, therapy dog groups, a PAWS to Read program from the library, Fort Wayne Pit Bull 
Coalition and 20 other organizations at the event that helped the club showcase the 
responsibilities that go along with owning a dog to the community. From doggy massage to face 
painting, caricature drawing and a free raffle, there was something at RDO Day 2012 for the 
whole family, even the dog. 
-Ann Stucky 
 

 
 
 
Northeastern Maryland Kennel Club 
The NEMKC RDO Day has grown each year and the 4th annual event was the largest and best 
attended yet! The club started off the day with a Blessing of the Animals.  Sheriff Jesse Banes 
was on hand to personally present a $2,000 check from the AKC Companion Animal Recovery, 
Support and Relief Fund (CAR) to the Mason Dixon Rescue Dogs.  Sheriff Banes and the Harford 
County Sheriff’s Office have worked with MDRD on numerous search and rescue 
operations.  The NEMKC event was recognized at both the State and County this year.  The 
Governor presented NEMKC with a Citation from the State of Maryland and the County Executive 
gave the club a Harford County Proclamation recognizing Responsible Dog Ownership Day.  
Metropolitan Baltimore Dachshund Club (MBDC) attended the event as well.  Their enthusiastic 
club members had a Dachshund breed tent and set up and organized the Canine Good Citizen 
Testing.   
 
Twenty raffle baskets raised almost $300.  Proceeds from the raffle went to the AKC Companion 
Health Research Fund, the NEMKC Dog Emergency Fund and the Ma & Pa Dog Park. Folks 
lined the rings watching the Harford County Sheriff’s Office K9 teams, Petsmart Pet Training and 
Mason Dixon Rescue Dogs.  The highlight of the day was the number of dogs and their owners 
that participated in My Dog Can Do That.  Dog owners had a chance to learn and try Rally 
Obedience and Agility. A competitive canine freestyle troupe, Dogs Gone Dancin’, was a real 
crowd pleaser.  Folks were then invited to bring their dogs in the ring to try their paw at canine 
dancing.   
 
Canine College featured a presentation on Veterinary Emergencies, Ask the Vet, Pet CPR and 
First Aid, and Grooming Tricks and Tools.  Dogs were treated to a free dental check, free nail 
clipping and coat trims.  The club’s AKC Canine Ambassador instructed folks in the crowd about 



Safety Around Dogs. She was assisted by a 6 foot tall costumed dog.  Approximately 400 to 500 
people showed up to learn the techniques and tools needed to be responsible dog owners! 
-Jackie Aiken & Joyce Engle 
 

 
 
 
Oakhurst Feed & Pet Supply 
In an effort to highlight programs and services that support the conscientious ownership of our 
canine companions, Oakhurst Feed & Pet Supply’s owner, Colette Goga, put together a pet-
friendly roster that included fun all September long in honor of AKC’s 10th Annual RDO Days. 
September 1, 2012 included a presentation by Therapy Dogs International (TDI) as well as CGC 
testing. September 15, 2012 was dedicated to local pet non-profits. The day’s events included a 
low-cost vaccination clinic (Coarsegold Veterinary Hospital), Dog-dition Pet Adoption (Kellen 
Rescue) and Madera SPCA. September 29, 2012 included presentations by TDI and CGC 
testing. Lions Project Canine Companion had applications available for prospective puppy 
raisers. Winners from the store’s highly anticipated Pet Photo Contest were also announced. 
These winners will be featured in a full color calendar for 2013/14, which will be produced and 
sold with proceeds supporting the Madera SPCA. Pets and their companions were also treated to 
an ice cream social, which was enjoyed by all! 
 
 
Obedience Training Club of Greater Lansing 
The Obedience Training Club of Greater Lansing held its first ever Responsible Dog Ownership 
Day event on September 22nd. Club members had a lot of fun and are looking forward to next 
year! The club offered microchipping, demos, and the Canine Good Citizen test. Local dog 
owners were also encouraged to try out the agility equipment, probably the biggest hit of the day. 
The highlight for the club was when a blind Lab (who does agility!) came in and passed his CGC. 
The bond between the dog and handler was something to see! 
-Roxann Wilkinson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Obedience Training Club of Wichita Falls 
OTCWF had a booth at the Texas Oklahoma Fair.  
-Pam Allen 

 
 
 
Obedient K-9 4-H Club 
The club’s event was held on September 22 in Coldwater, Michigan. Despite bad weather, the 
club had a good turn-out. Visitors could pick up several pages of informational dog care handouts 
and coloring pages for the kids. A vet technician was there to answer questions and there was a 
demonstration about Disc Dogs. The public could try a small safe agility course.  The club also 
did a "dog walk" for the Branch County Humane Society.   
-Laura Johns 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PETCO #1838 
Petco #1838 in Washington, Pennsylvania had a blast at their RDO Day. Organizer Christen 
Parkinson tested seven dogs during the event and all but one passed. The CGC dogs were: 
Jake, the Sheltie; Charly, the Goldendoodle; Aries, the Havanese; Glenda, the Papillon; Zoey, the 
Havanese; Chip, the Shih Tzu; and Sonic, the Havanese.    
-Christen Parkinson 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Riverdog Canine Coaching 
RCC celebrated 10 years of business this September and chose to have a ‘warrior-dash’ style 
obstacle course to celebrate! Clients and their dogs ran through mud, over picnic tables, under 
rope boundaries and through the ‘Wet Dog Warrior Wash’! The event had great weather, great 
vendors, and a great cause: our local team of Officers and their Karelian Bear Dogs (KBD) from 
the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife. At the end of the day, RCC raised over 
$3,200 for the KBD Team.  Over 250 people attended the event, and more than 50 dog/handler 
teams participated in the Riverdog DASH, including the entire KBD group!  
-Sarah J. Keck 
 

 
 
 
 
Rocky Mountain Chow Chow Club 
The Rocky Mountain Chow Chow Club offered an AKC RDO Day event in conjunction with its two 
back-to-back Chow Chow Specialties on Sept. 7, 2012 in Greeley, Colorado. The club’s 
specialties are held on the same date and at the same site as several other specialty shows, thus 
the audience and attendance are great.  Several school teachers stopped by and picked up 
copies of some of the materials from the RDO Day table to take to their respective classes at 
schools in the area. This was a great way to reach out to local youngsters and develop their 
interest and respect for dogs. 
-Linda Love Banghart, RDO Coordinator 
 
 
 



Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club 
The Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club, Inc. hosted its Responsible Dog Ownership Day on 
Saturday, September 22, 2012, at its state-of- the-art Training Center and landscaped 
surrounding grounds. The kick-off event was a Dog Walk to benefit the purchase of a stab/bullet 
proof vest for local police and sheriff’s departments K-9 patrol dogs through the club’s charitable 
trust.  
 
At the Training Center, a canopy covered Information and Greeting Table was set up out front to 
welcome guests and their dogs. A big hit was a large jar filled with dog biscuits with a sign-in 
sheet for guessing the correct number without going over the count. Participants had the option to 
give an e-mail address to receive announcements of future club events. Knowledgeable club 
members were available to answer questions, provide AKC and club pamphlets and leaflets, and 
to discuss the club’s training classes. Special information attention was given to acquainting 
visitors with AKC’s Canine Partners and PAL programs.  
 
Throughout the day, Meet the Breeds and a variety of demonstrations in obedience, rally, agility 
and freestyle obedience were on-going. Activities were available for attendees with their dogs to 
try.  A particular highlight was the annual Parade of Rescues & Adoptees. Entrants shared the 
circumstances of how their dogs came into their lives and were honored with a frameable 
certificate of participation. Canine Good Citizen testing was available throughout the day.  
 
A popular attraction was nail clipping offered by a local grooming salon. The county humane 
society and the area’s therapy dog organization each had representatives. The special interest 
attraction was the local sheriff department’s K-9 demonstration followed by questions and 
answers.  
 
Plans for next year’s RDOD are already underway with the 2013 event to include a celebration of 
the club’s 60th anniversary. 
-Julia Crawford, RDOD 2012 Committee Member            
 
 
Skyline Dog Fanciers of San Mateo County and Palo Alto Animal Services 
On Saturday, September 22, 2012, Skyline Dog Fanciers of San Mateo County and Palo Alto 
Animal Service celebrated their 7th year of successful collaboration by hosting a Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day. PAAS provided the expertise and Skyline sponsored the event. The 
organizations provided the following: 25 Microchips, 31 DA2PPs, 47 Rabies vaccinations, 4 
Bordetella vaccinations, 8 FVRCPs, 2 FLVs, and 39 Dog Licenses.  
-Peggy Prater 
 

 
 
 
 
 



South Windsor Kennel Club, Springfield Kennel Club and Windham County Kennel Club 
South Windsor Kennel Club, Springfield Kennel Club and Windham County Kennel Club joined 
together to staff a booth at the Big E in Springfield, Massachusetts as an AKC RDO Day. The Big 
E is a huge fair, one of the largest in the country and all of the New England States participate.  It 
last for 15 days and the clubs did the first three days and the last. September 19th was 
Connecticut Day and there is a parade. South Windsor Kennel Club had a float and members 
also walked with their dogs. Thirty people participated in the parade with their dogs! 
-Peggy Wampold, Delegate and President, South Windsor Kennel Club 
  

  
 
Spokane Kennel Club 
SKC’s RDO Day was held September 23rd at Mirabeau Point Park in conjunction with ValleyFest. 
Valleyfest provides entertainment for the entire family and the opportunity to engage in different 
types of events and interact with Spokane Valley businesses while also enjoying the talents of 
local artists and performers. Over the course of the two days it was estimated that 7,000 people 
visit the event, which gives the club the opportunity to educate and inform the public about being 
a responsible dog owner.  Some RDO activities included: pet adoptions, CGC testing, 
obedience/agility/flyball demonstrations, a free “children’s dog safety” course, “Meet the Breeds” 
from each of the AKC breed groups, and more.  
-Jacquie Witham, Public Education - Spokane Kennel Club and Spokane Dog Training Club 
 
Toledo Dog Training 
Toledo Dog Training is dedicated to helping Toledo area families & their dogs live happy, healthy 
and active lives.  The event drew quite the crowd from all across Ohio and into Michigan and 
Indiana!  Party goers tried their hand at agility and playing carnival games (both human and 
canine).  Tuff Photo was there taking portraits of the dogs, donating 25% of their profits from the 
day. Inside the training center was filled with beautiful raffle baskets, food, a kid’s corner, and lots 
of doggie mingling.  Local business such as South Suburban Animal Hospital, Aramark 
Refreshments, Uppercase Living, Perky Paws Cafe, Super Suppers, The Original Gino's Pizza, 
Maumee Indoor Theater, The Anderson's, Michael's Cafe & Bakery, Max & Erma's, and Barry's 
Bagels all donated items for our raffles or food for the event. The event raised over $650 for 
Cavalier Rescue USA. 
-Tonya Wilhelm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vegas Valley Dog Obedience Club 
(VVDOC) held its Responsible Dog Ownership Day on September 18, 2012 at the District At 
Green Valley Ranch. This was the first year that VVDOC held its RDOD at this shopping district, 
which is at a local hotel/casino in Henderson, NV. The free raffles from local businesses and from 
VVDOC’s own 6-week training classes were a big hit. Activities included: a Henderson Police 
Department K-9 Demo (Henderson Police Department K9 did a great bite work demo with one of 
their dogs and spent quite a bit of time on-site talking to people. The officers involved were from 
their K9 Unit and from SWAT), free CGC testing, Obedience & Rally Demos and Meet the Breed. 
Participants along with VVDOC included: Adopt a Rescue Pet, Golden Retriever Club of Southern 
Nevada, Henderson Police Department, Poodle Club of Las Vegas, Poodle Rescue of Las 
Vegas, and Silver State Kennel Club.  
-Vicki Callahan, RDOD Coordinator 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ventura County Dog Fancier Association 
The Ventura County Dog Fancier Association went all out to create a Responsible Dog 
Ownership Day to remember. The club acquired a large grass area at the Ventura Harbor that 
was approximately the size of a football filled, which members filled with the following 
demonstration events all day long: Obedience, Rally, CGC and Meet the Breeds. The club also 
hosted an AKC Sanctioned conformation match.  
 
The following organizations joined VCDFA: Ventura County Search and Rescue, Ventura County 
Animal Services, Therapooch Counseling Services, Gina Gables Snake Bite Avoidance Training 
Booth, Horseplay (a local band) and Channel Cities Kennel Club. The event attracted over 300 
people, and the club was invited back by the Harbor Organization next year.  
-Ron Lukins 
 
 
Western Carolina Dog Fanciers Association 
Western Carolina Dog Fanciers Association held its RDO Day on Sunday, September 30, 2012 in 
Sylva, NC (45 miles west of Asheville, NC). The club offered many activities for local pet owners, 
including demonstrations of agility, obedience, freestyle dancing, Disc Dogs and herding. 
Attendees were able to try out the obedience and agility basics with own their own dogs. Many 
local pet groups were in attendance and Dr. Tami Shearer ran the “Ask the Vet” booth. Local 
police K9 units also did wonderful demos.  
-Margo Gray, Chairperson 



 
 
 
Western Michigan Brittany Club 
The club advertised in the calendars of all the local papers and the Ionia Sentinel called for a 
phone interview about RDO Day!  Many people told club members they’d seen the article in the 
paper and thought it was a wonderful program. The club had only a few visitors, but those who 
attended were impressed with the AKC handouts and the information WMBC provided about field 
trials. RDO Day is something we plan to do every year to help promote better understanding 
about dogs and their owners. 
-Diana Kubitz, Secretary 
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