
In October 2013, the Companion Events Department created a Tracking Focus Group. The 

purpose of the Focus Group was to develop ideas and review suggestions that would help 

reduce the administrative burden on clubs holding tracking events. As a result of that effort, 

AKC Staff presents the following recommendations. There are additional recommendations that 

the staff is studying, which may be brought forward in the future. 

In general the nine recommendations are: 

• Five recommendations allow clubs to better utilize land by reducing distances required for starts or 

buffering from other objects. 

• Reduce the time between the closing of entries and the actual test. 

• Simplify the determination of the number of tracks that can be reserved for workers at previous 

tests. 

• Allow participants to wear club clothing, AKC event clothing, clothing with their name or their dog’s 

name. (No titles allowed.) 

• Shorten the minimum required time between plotting and the actual test.   

 

1. This recommendation reduces the time between the closing of entries and the tracking test date 

from ten days down to five days.  Chapter 1, Section 1. Tracking, Tracking Dog Urban, Tracking 

Dog Excellent and Variable Surface Tracking Tests. (paragraph 4)  Whenever a tracking test is 

announced in the premium list of a licensed or member show or obedience trial, the club may 

name someone to receive the tracking test entries other than the person designated to receive 

the show or obedience trial entries.  If a tracking test is announced in a show or trial premium 

list, the show or trial closing date will apply to the tracking entries; otherwise, the closing date 

for tracking test entries will be at least five (5) days prior to the tracking test. 

2. This recommendation allows participants to wear their club clothing, AKC event clothing or 

clothing with their name or their dog’s name on it.  Provides a sense of pride and/or 

camaraderie.  This wording is consistent with the agility clothing regulation. Chapter 1,     

Section 8.  Clothing/Identification.  Club clothing or AKC event wear may be worn by anyone 

exhibiting a dog or by test workers.  Clothing may display the person’s name, the dog’s call 

name and/or the dog’s picture.  Dog specific titles may not be displayed.  Writing or graphics on 

the clothing must not be in poor taste or contain profanity.  Clothing must not display any 

information that would be in conflict with a sponsor of the trial.  Note: Tracking titles that 

appear as part of a club logo are allowed. 

3. This recommendation simplifies the determination of the number of tracks that can be reserved 

for individuals that have worked for the club at a previous tracking test and utilizes one chart for 

all levels.  Chapter 1, Section 17d. Test Worker Option.  A club may set aside tracks for test 

workers from previous tests, as defined and identified by the test-giving club.  This information 

and the number of tracks to be set aside must be published in the premium list.  Entries from 

workers are to be drawn first, up to the limits shown in the table below.  Once the tracks set 

aside for workers are filled, any remaining test workers entries will be added to the non-worker 

entries for the draw of the remaining tracks.  There will be no separate alternate list for test 



workers only.  A test worker may not benefit from a track set aside at a test in which they are 

working.  Deviations from the table are not permitted for any test. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Recommendation #4 shortens the minimum required time between plotting and the running of 

a track.  This reduces the time commitment needed for judges and track layers. Chapter 2, 

Section 4. Plotting.  On the day the tracks are plotted, only the judges, AKC officials, judge 

applicants, apprentices with prior approval of judges, and those required for the laying of the 

tracks will be allowed on the tracking field.  All other persons connected with the test, such as 

exhibitors and owners or co-owners of an entered dog, must not be on the tracking field the day 

tracks are plotted.  For each dog entered, a separate track will be plotted by one or both judges 

for a TD test and by both judges for TDU, TDX and VST tests at least 12 hours prior to the 

running of the track. 

5. Recommendation #5 reduces the width of the “return corridor” needed for track layers.  Allows 

better use of available land. Chapter 2, Section 10.  Track Laying.  After dropping the last article, 

the tracklayer will continue in a straight line for at least 30 yards as a continuation of the last leg 

of the track.  The tracklayer should then proceed out of the field in the direction previously 

explained by the judges.  In TD, TDU and TDX tests, no tracklayer may return within 30 yards of 

any unused part of the track after completing the track. 

6. Recommendation #6 shortens the distance between the spectators and the starting flag.  

Clarifies that this is the Event Committee’s responsibility.  Allows better use of available land.  

Chapter 2, Section 13. Distractions on the Track.  The Event Committee is responsible for seeing 

that spectators remain at least 30 yards away from the starting flag until after the dog, handler, 

and judges have moved out of the starting area.   

7. This recommendation clarifies that the dog may be rewarded by allowing it to play with the 

articles. Additionally a change of yardage to allow better use of available land.  Exhibitors’ 

vehicles are often parked along the roadside where the tracks are being run. Chapter 2, Section 

19.  Food and Other Motivational Items on the Track.  Praise and petting of the dog are allowed 

after the dog finds the article(s).  However, exhibitors will not excessively play with articles as 

toys, toss them to the dog, or throw them on the ground, which may be construed as a restart. 

Once the track is complete, playing with any of the articles is allowed.  

   The only items permitted on the tracking field are those items considered by the judges to be 

essential to the conduct of the test, and permitted by these Regulations.  Judges will not allow 

motivational items for a dog, including but not limited to food, balls, or toys, to be used or 

carried within 30 yards of any track.  The carrying or use of food or other motivational items for 

 
# Tracks 

# of Workers 
Tracks Offered 

3 - 5 1 

1 – 2 0 

6 – 8 2 

9 – 11 3 

12 or more 4 



the dog by the handler on a track requires that the dog be failed and excused from the tracking 

test. 

8. Recommendation #8 – The three changes in this section are meant to give clubs greater 

flexibility in how they meet the test requirements.  Chapter 4, Section 4. Cross-Tracks.      (1.)  

The track must be crossed at two (2) different legs.  (6.)  The path of the cross-tracks must be at 

least 50 yards from the start of the track and must be at least 50 yards from any other part of 

the track, except when they cross the track.  Insert new # (7.) The first cross-track may be 

plotted to cross the first leg of the track provided it is at least 100 yards from the start flag. 

Renumber the remaining items in the list as #8 & #9. 

9. Recommendation #9A – The two recommendations in this section are meant to shorten the 

“walk-up” distance needed at the start of a TDX test.  Allows better use of available land. 

Chapter 4, Section 7.  Start.  The start will have one flag in an area that permits the direction of 

the track to begin in a 180- degree arc.  The tracklayer will begin at least ten (10) yards from the 

starting flag, lining up with the starting flag and the next flag.  The tracklayer will proceed along 

this line, assuring there is no turn at the starting flag.  

    While walking this line, the tracklayer will pause momentarily at the starting flag, drop the 

first article, and continue walking the track as specified in Chapter 2, Section 10. 

    The judges, at a distance of about 30 yards from the starting flag, will instruct the handler as 

to the location of the starting flag.  The judges will direct the handler to the starting flag but will 

not indicate the direction of the track.  The angle between the handler’s direction of approach 

and the tracklayer’s direction of approach will be less than 90 degrees.   

   Recommendation #9B – Same recommendation as above – shortens the walk-up distance 

needed at the start of a VST test.  Chapter 5, Section 5. Start. The start and the first twenty (20) 

yards of the track will be in an area of vegetation and will have one flag at the beginning that 

permits the track to go in one of several possible directions within a 180-degree arc whenever 

possible.  The tracklayer will begin at a point about ten (10) yards from the starting flag, lining 

up with the flag in the direction of the first leg.  The tracklayer will then proceed along this line 

assuring there is no turn at the starting flag. 


