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Dear Judge, 
 
AKC LOSES A GREAT ASSET  
 
Herb Morrison, AKC Tracking Representative, has decided to retire. Herb has been an 
exemplary asset to AKC Tracking for many years, and we will miss working with him. 
Please join us in wishing him the best in retirement. 
 
Diane Shultz will be stepping into his role. You can reach her at (386) 649-5947 – home; 
(386) 871-8715 – cell; or by email at dxs3@akc.org. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE HARNESSES 
 
Below are examples of harnesses we have seen at various tracking tests. A variation of the 
harness on the right that is simply a traditional harness with leather straps just behind the 
shoulders and another around the belly has also been seen. The use of these harnesses should not 
cause problems as they do not provide any way of guiding the dog. The two shown below should 
be put on the dog in the presence of both judges to ensure the harness is not concealing a training 
aid or injury.  
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WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? 
 
Chart Review – Does this TDX track/chart meet the requirements of the Tracking 
Regulations? 
 

 
If the chart were drawn to proportion, turns 1 and 7 are about twenty-five yards apart. 
The actual track may have had open turns, thus increasing the distance between turns 1 
and 7. Remember, while charts do not have to be drawn to scale, they are to be drawn 
with correct angles and be generally proportional to the actual track (Tracking 
Regulations, Ch 2, Sec 22 and Judges Guidelines, Sec 14, “General Comments for All 
Charts”). 



 
DOGS RUNNING FREE: WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY? 
 

Situation 1 
As the exhibitor approaches the start flag, he attempts to put the harness 
on his dog. The dog breaks free and begins racing around the field. It takes 
the handler about 5 minutes to gain control of his dog. 

 
Situation 2 

While on a test track, the handler loses physical and verbal control of his 
dog when he unhooks the lead in order to untangle the dog from briars.  

 
Situation 3 

The handler has passed his test but when he tries to put the dog back in the 
car, the dog breaks loose and runs around the parking lot, barking at other 
exhibitors’ dogs. The handler takes several minutes to get his dog under 
control. 

 
 
WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 
 
You arrive at a test site and the club has assured you that the site will hold 7 tracks; 
however, you find that you can only plot 6 tracks and there is no other land available. The 
test limit is 7 and the test filled with no alternates. 
 
 
APPRENTICE FORMS AND CHARTS 
 
As judges, you may be asked to fill out an Apprentice Tracking Judges form.  (The 
apprentice should obtain this form from the office by contacting tep@akc.org.) One copy 
is for your files and the other two go to the apprentice. Neither the apprentice form nor 
the apprentice’s charts are to be included with the test report. We have, on occasion, 
received both. The apprentice should include the form with their application for 
provisional status.  
 
 
IF YOU CAN NOT MAKE AN ASSIGNMENT 
 
If you are en route to an assignment and, due to travel delays or sickness, you feel that 
you will not be able to be at the test site for plotting until later that day or possibly not at 
all, your first responsibility is to notify the club. The club will then make a decision about 
appointing a replacement judge. Since both judges must be present the day of plotting, 
you have a couple of options: you can return home or continue to the test location. If a 
replacement judge has been appointed by the committee and test secretary, they will be 
the judge of record for that test. If you do decide to prepare charts, they are not to be 
included in the test report. Also, any expenses for meals and lodging are to be between 
you and the club. 
 
 
 



 
AKC 2009 National Tracking Invitational  
 
Put your tracking boots on and come join us at Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest 
(www.bernheim.org) in Clermont, Kentucky (just south of Louisville) on Sunday, 
September 20, 2009! 
 
Ten (10) tracks will be offered.  All tracks will be run on Sunday.   
 
Judges for the event will be Terri Everwine (IL), Jerry Lewis (IA), Ron Simmons (CA), 
and Fran Smith (FL). 
 
 
ANSWERS 
 
DOGS RUNNING FREE 
 

Situation 1 
In this situation, the dog has not been judged and would be marked 
“excused” and not allowed to exhibit. Be sure and mark “excused” in the 
judge’s book and state the reason for the excusal. 

 
Situation 2 

Since the dog was in the process of being judged, it would be marked 
“excused” in the judge’s book along with the reason. (The judge would 
indicate that the dog was out of control.) 

 
Situation 3 

The judges have no say since the dog was not in the tracking field. It 
would be up to the event committee to make a ruling for a handler not 
having control of his dog. 

 
 
WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 
 
In this case, the last exhibitor drawn to make up the entrants would not be able to run his 
dog. If a situation occurred after the draw for running order where one of the tracks was 
fouled and no alternate or additional fields were available, the exhibitor that drew 7 
would not exhibit. Remember, exhibitors draw for running order not track numbers. 

http://www.bernheim.org/

