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Happy New Year! 
 
Dear Tracking Judges, 
 
Tracking Regulations – Changes to the AKC Tracking Regulations became effective January 1, 2010.  Please 
familiarize yourself with the changes and assist us in helping clubs, test chairs and test secretaries understand and 
implement them.    
 
Copies of the new Tracking Regulations are available online at, http://www.akc.org/pdfs/rulebooks/RU9999.pdf  
 
A hard copy of the regulations will be mailed to all tracking judges. 
 
Judge’s Application & Approval Process Information – Requirements for applying to judge each level were revised 
and updated.  These changes were made to simplify the process and streamline the track laying requirements while 
ensuring applicants gained knowledge of the most essential skills required to be a tracking judge.  Multiple tracks laid 
at one event can now be counted towards the required minimum number.  Two separate apprentice judge 
assignments under two different judges are required.  While experience as a test chair, secretary or chief tracklayer is 
encouraged that experience can no longer be substituted for track laying experience.  Additionally the approval 
process for the provisional judge has changed. At the TD and TDX level a provisional judge has two options, judge a 
minimum of four (4) tests as a provisional judge with one (1) satisfactory observation by a Field Rep, request regular 
status then judge a minimum of two (2) tests with one (1) satisfactory observation by a Field Rep to apply for an 
advance level, or judge a minimum of six (6) tests as a provisional judge with two (2) satisfactory observations, one (1) 
of which must have been within the last year.  
 
For additional information click: Tracking Judges Requirements   
The Tracking Judging Apprenticeship form may now be downloaded: Tracking Apprentice Form 
 

Provisional Judges – What is the basic difference between a provisional judge and a regular status judge?  The 
provisional judge has not completed all of the assignments to apply for regular status.  While provisional judges are 
required to judge with regular status judges; in the field each judge, regardless of status, shares equal responsibility for 
the plotting of tracks and the evaluation of the tracking teams.  Provisional judges are not required or expected to defer 
decision making to their regular status co judge.     

 
Test Worker Option 

Chapter 1, Section 13d Test Worker Option. A club may set aside tracks for test workers from previous tests, as 
defined and identified by the test giving club. This information and the number of tracks to be set aside must be 
published in the premium list. Entries from workers are to be drawn first, up to the limits shown in the table below. 
Once the tracks set aside for workers are filled, any remaining test worker entries will be added to the non-worker 
entries for the draw of the remaining tracks. There will be no separate alternate list for test workers only. A test worker 
may not benefit from a track set aside at a test in which they are working. Deviations from the table are not permitted 
for any test, combined test or multiple tests. 

Tracks TD TDX VST 

1-4 0 0 0 

5 0 1 1 

6 2 2 2 

7-8 2 2 2 

9-11 3 2 2 

12 or more 4 4 2 

 

http://www.akc.org/pdfs/rulebooks/RU9999.pdf
http://www.akc.org/events/tracking/judgingrequirements.cfm
http://www.akc.org/pdfs/events/tracking/guidelines_apprentice.pdf


Question:  Our club has a combined test, typically 2TD/4TDX test for a total of 6 tracks. Can we set aside 2 TD and 2 
TDX tracks under the Worker Option? 

 
Answer:  No. Clubs can not add the tracks of combined test together for that purpose.  The number of tracks 
a club may set aside is based on the number of tracks applied for each test.  Additionally a combined test is 
considered two events. The regulations specifically state that deviations from the table are not permitted for 
any test, combined test or multiple tests.   

  
Question:  Our club has a double TD test, 24 TD tracks – 4 judges.   Can the worker option for a 24 dog test be 8?   

                                                                                                                                                                         
Answer:  No.  The maximum number of tracks that may be set aside for a 12 or more dog test is four (4).  
The regulations specifically state deviations from the table are not permitted for any test, combined test or 
multiple tests. 

 
Question:  Can a club offer Test Worker Options to non club members? 

 
Answer: Yes.  It is up to each club how they define and identify test workers.  The details of this must be 
published in the premium list. 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
Question:  Can a breed specialty club, that chooses to allow other breeds to enter their specialty, include the Test 
Worker Option?  If the answer is yes, may other breed owners who are workers from a previous test be considered for 
the Test Worker Option? 

Answer:  Yes and Yes.  According to the regulations the specialty breed always has priority.  If the club                           
chooses to combine draw option 2 of Section 13 b and Section 13d this information must be published in the 
premium list. The Trial Secretary would combine the two options and conduct the draw accordingly:     
Draw (1) Specialty breed without a title & Test Worker                                                                                     
Draw (2) All remaining Specialty breed without a title                                                                               
Draw (3) Specialty breed with a title                                                                                     
Draw (4) Other breeds without a title & Test Worker                                                                                 
Draw (5) All remaining other breeds without a title                                                                                    
Draw (6) Other breeds with a title. 

FAQ’s and Tracking Test Manual – we expect to have both an FAQ web page and the Tracking Test Manual 
available on the AKC Tracking web pages in the near future.  We welcome your questions regarding planning, 
applying, conducting and reporting results of the test.  Please send your suggestions for FAQ’s to tracking@akc.org.  
In the body of the post please state that it is for the Tracking FAQ page. 

 
Judging Programs - It has been brought to our attention that the judging program sent out by some clubs contains 
one or all of the following: the names of the entrants, dog’s names and or AKC numbers.  We ask our judges to assist 
us by politely reminding clubs that this information is NOT to be included in the Judging Program per the AKC Tracking 
Regulations: 

Chapter 1 Section 14. Judging Program. The test-giving club will prepare a program containing all entry 
numbers in the order in which they were drawn or in the order received when the total entry falls short of the advertised 
limits. The program will also include the scheduled time of the drawing for the order for the running of tracks as well as 
directions to the location of the drawing. The judging program should provide a cell phone number of a committee 
member present at the test site the day(s) of the test. The club will mail a copy of the program to the owner of each 
entered dog, to each judge, and to the AKC no less than seven (7) days prior to the test. Prior to the draw for test day 
running order, the judges will be provided with the catalog number, breed, sex, and AKC number for each dog entered. 
The program will be printed in the catalog. 
 
An acceptable example: 
 
There are _________ dogs entered in this TD test with _________ Alternates 
 
                        Your Dog: <personalized for each entry> 
                        Number:  <personalized for each entry> 
 
The regulations state: 
“Prior to the draw for test day running order, the judges will be provided with the catalog number, breed, sex, and AKC 
number for each dog entered.” 
            This requires the judges be supplied with this information the morning of the test, not before. 

mailto:tracking@akc.org


 
It is very possible that secretaries are thinking efficiency by providing this information in the judging program and don’t 
realize this information can not go public until the day of the event. 
Judges your assistance with this will help us help the clubs.   
 
Tracking Harnesses – Tracking Regulations, Chapter 2, Section 14.  “The harness will be constructed of straps of 
plain, pliable material and will be designed so that there is minimum restriction of the dog’s movement.” 
 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These harnesses are considered acceptable and meet the requirements of regulations.  

Questions from our Canadian Trackers 

Question:  Can a Canadian TD title be used as certification for entry into an AKC TD Test?      

Answer: Yes, if the track meets the minimum requirements of an AKC TD track which is basically a track 440-
500 yards, with a minimum of 3 turns, at least 2 – 90 degree turns and be a minimum of 30 minutes old. The 
exhibitor should send a copy of the track to the AKC Companion Events Department.  If the track meets the 
minimum requirements the exhibitor will be provided with (4) certification  statements. The certifications will be 
considered valid for one year from the date the dog earned the Canadian TD title. 

Question:  I live in Canada.  Can a CKC judge certify my dog for entry into an AKC TD Test?         

Answer: Yes.  The certification track must meet the requirements of an AKC TD track. 

 
Remember, You Make it Work!  
Your continuing efforts to judge in a friendly, courteous, impartial and consistent manner are appreciated by exhibitors, 
clubs and the Companion Events Department. 
 
Comments, Questions, or Suggested Topics  
Please feel free to send any comments or suggestions for future topics to Tracking. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Curt Curtis, AVP Companion Events 
and the Field Staff … Diane Schultz and Betty Winthers 
If you know of a tracking judge who is not getting the newsletters, please have them contact Lisa Strickland at 919-
816-3816 or at lms2@akc.org. 
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