
 

 

March 2006 Tracking Judges’ Newsletter
 
The new year is just flying by!  It’s already March and soon the weather will provide some ideal 
tracking conditions with longer days coming and milder temperatures.  Spring is a great time to 
be outside enjoying the company of your dog on the end of a tracking line.  Just a few things to 
discuss for March. 
 
Since the weather will be warming up soon and thunderstorms become more frequent we are 
including a link to The National Weather Service regarding thunderstorms and lightning in this 
newsletter.  This is for your general information to ensure the safety of your exhibitors...and 
yourself!  http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/ . 
 
TD certification and the Canadian Kennel Club TD title. 
As you know the AKC requires a dog to be certified in order to enter a TD test until it earns the 
TD title. An approved or provisional AKC tracking judge must perform the certification. In 
certain circumstances when a judge is not with in a reasonable driving distance, another person 
may conduct the certification track for the exhibitor and send it in to the Companion Events 
office at the AKC and upon approval, the AKC will issue four tracking certifications that are 
good for one year.  From time to time we have received requests for hardship certifications with 
a CKC TD title and track submitted as proof for the certification. This is acceptable because 
Canadian judges are able to judge AKC tracking tests and as long as the track meets ALL AKC 
TD track requirements.  If a Canadian track is used for certification it will be dated from the date 
of the CKC TD test and not the date it was received in the Companion Events office. 
 
Alternate Tracks 
In order to further clarify the alternate track being used as a titling track a few comments 
regarding procedure.  First, you as judges have the authority and the responsibility to decide if 
the alternate track will be used as a titling track, not the host club. Whether or not the alternate 
track is to be used as a titling track should not be in a club’s premium list.  Including that 
statement in a premium implies that a track will be available. It is the judges’ decision whether or 
not to plot an alternate and your decision to use it as a titling track. Additionally, clubs should 
not require as a part of their contract with you that an alternate be plotted. This decision is up to 
the judges and should be made the day of plotting based on the land available, the time allotted 
and any other significant factors. 
 
In a combined test, only those judges published for each test, TD, TDX, or VST, can judge the 
alternate for their particular test. If judge A is judging TD with judge B and TDX with judge C 
and judge A’s limit has been reached, the alternate can not be judged by judges B and C and used 
as a titling track even though their judging limit has not been reached. 
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