
 

April 2007 Tracking Judges’ Newsletter 
 
Requesting Observations 
Now that spring is upon us, tracking tests are on the rise. Judges who need observations in order 
to apply for an additional level or to go to regular status should request an observation through 
the Companion Events Department by emailing cejdgobs@akc.org.  
 
AKC Forms at Tracking Tests 
Tracking tests are two day events, starting on the day of plotting.  It is important that all AKC forms supplied 
in the secretary’s kit be available on both days.  These forms are included in the packet that the test 
secretaries receive along with the test approval from the AKC Events Department.  
 
Dog Aggression During a Track 
The presence of a person walking a dog on the tracking field is becoming more and more 
common considering the use of public land for tracking trials and the urban environment for 
VSTs. As long as the dog is not aggressive, there is little problem. However, if there is a case of 
aggression, some action may be warranted based on the severity of the situation. Let us consider 
several situations involving interactions with the public: 
 
Situation A: During the test, a dog approaches the entered dog. He is not aggressive but the 
entered dog is distracted.  
 
Response: After the dog is no longer present, the judges allow the dog and handler to calm down 
and the dog is to start tracking on his own. If the distraction was significant, it would be at the 
judges’ discretion to allow the dog and handler to run the alternate track. 
 
Situation B: A dog attacks the entered dog. The entered dog defends itself, which may or may 
not result in injury to the attacking dog. 
 
Response: Depending on the severity of the attack, the judges may have to excuse the entered 
dog or the judges may be able to allow the entered dog to run the alternate track. It would be the 
judges’ decision and would depend on the specifics of the situation. 
 
Situation C: The entered dog appears aggressive or attacks an approaching dog. 
 
Response: Since the entered dog initiated the aggression or attacked the un-entered dog, the 
entered dog will be excused and the event committee will have to investigate. 
 
In all of the above situations, if the un-entered dog belongs to a person associated with the 
tracking test, the Event Committee may be forced to take action against the dog and/or owner. 
 

 



None of these scenarios are black and white and all situations should be evaluated individually 
by the judges and the Event Committee.  Judges and the Event Committee should be aware of the 
possible options available to them for dealing with situations of this sort as outlined in the 
Tracking Regulations and Obedience Regulations.  Any questions concerning these options 
should be directed to one of AKC’s three field representatives: Herb Morrison (whm@akc.org), 
Diane Shultz (dxs3@akc.org), and Betty Winthers (bmw@akc.org). 
 
AKC Tracking Seminars  
Attendance at an AKC Tracking Seminar is now a requirement for becoming a provisional TD 
judge and for application for additional judging privileges. Since attending both days is 
necessary to meet this requirement, judges and those who might want to apply for judging 
privileges need to remember to sign the attendance sheet each day to get credit for attending. 
 
Site Maps Needed 
The Tracking Regulations (Chapter 1, Section 16 “Club Responsibilities”) require clubs to 
provide judges with ground maps of the tracking area 60 days prior to the event. Websites such 
as Google Earth Plus, Terraserver, and Mapquest have printable aerial photographs with scales 
for most parts of the country. These maps can be of great help to judges when judging at a new 
area. While many clubs engage a judge who is familiar with the tracking area, a new judge must 
be provided with an area map.  
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