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Dear Judge, 
 
Verify your test-giving club’s information on the AKC website! 
If you are a member of a test-giving club, have your test secretary check the AKC website after 
the test is approved to be sure ALL information is correct.  This can be done under “Events 
Search.”  Click on the club name and it will bring up all the pertinent test information, including 
club contact information.  If corrections are needed, notify Event Operations as soon as possible. 
 
Emergency Contact Information 
Judges should consider providing emergency contact information to the club in their 
confirmation letter. 
 

Test your Knowledge!!! 

 
 

  



  

Your final chart is your official record of the event and the performance of the dog. Consider the 
above chart. What information has been omitted or is entered incorrectly? The problems shown 
are not common but should serve as a reminder of what must be included in your official chart.  
 
What are your responsibilities as a judge in the following situations? If it is not your 
responsibility, who is responsible? 
 

1. As the judge, exhibitor, and tracklayer are leaving the field after a passing performance, 
the dog bites the tracklayer but does not break the skin. 

2. Before starting the next track, while you are approaching the start flag with the co-judge, 
exhibitor, and tracklayer, you see two dogs, one belonging to a tracklayer and the other to 
another exhibitor, fighting. 

3. The next exhibitor in a TDX test is getting his dog out of the car in the paved parking lot. 
It is a warm day and he wets his dog down. He walks his dog across the parking lot and 
down the road to the start. The dog starts well, makes two turns and then approaches a 
road. The dog has tracked well to this point but is hesitant to cross the road and indicates 
the track probably crosses the road. The handler picks his dog up and carries him to the 
other side of the road, stating that the pavement was too hot. 

 
Answers: 
 
Chart 
-Wind direction is not indicated even though the wind is indicated as “moderate.” 
-Only the total length of each leg is to be circled. 
-On leg 3, the distance between the wood line and turn is not indicated. 
-The direction of the cross trackers in and out of the field is not indicated. 
-The complete path of the dog is not shown even though the dog is marked “passed.” 
-The distance across the ditch on leg 5 is not shown. 
 
Question 1. 
  
•  Take care of injured person. 
•  Inform the handler the dog is “disqualified because ….” 
•  Ask the handler with the dog to wait away from others. 
•  Ask someone to call for the AKC Field Rep, if present, and Chair. 
•  Ask Chair to obtain DQ Form from the Test Secretary. 
•       Fill out the form and give a brief description of what happened. 
•  Mark the dog as “Disqualified” in the judge’s book and state the reason. 
•  Be sure the handler is informed that the dog is no longer eligible to show in any   

 AKC event until reinstated and explain reinstatement procedure. 
 
Question 2.  
 
 If you see the fight, report it to the test Chairman for review by the Event Committee. 
 
Question 3. 
 Chapter 4, Section 8. “Aiding of the Dog” does not apply. This is an obstacle the dog 
would encounter in everyday life and carrying the dog would result in being marked “failed.” 
 
Tracking Advisory Committee Recommendations 



  

 The TAC has reviewed the comments from the fancy regarding the recommendations 
presented in August and will be reviewing and making the final recommendations to go before 
the Board. The committee thanks the fancy for their interest and input. 
 
Should you have any question or topic suggestions for the newsletter, please send them to 
tracking@akc.org. 
 
 
If you know of a tracking judge who is not getting the newsletters, please have them contact Lisa 
Strickland at 919-816-3816 or at lms2@akc.org. 
 
 
 
Thank you for all that you do for the sport! 
 
Happy Holidays! 
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