
 

 

 
 
The AKC Government Relations team represents a diverse wealth of experience and expertise. Each 
member of the team works to protect the rights of fanciers, breeders, and responsible dog owners. 
 
Sheila Goffe, Director    
As Director, AKC Government Relations, Sheila leads the AKC’s efforts in working to protect the rights 
of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership. She oversees AKC legislative policy strategy 
and outreach at the federal, state and local levels; works with legislators, legislative staff and 
regulators on key issues in canine policy; and supervises the AKC Government Relation team.  
 
Phil Guidry, Senior Policy Analyst  
As the AKC Government Relations Department's Senior Policy Analyst, Phil evaluates proposed 
legislation and regulation for content, context, and legislative intent, and provides reasoned legal 
opinions regarding the potential impact of proposed legislation on the purebred dog community.  Phil 
also works on a variety of special projects and managed implementation of the AKC Club President’s 
Challenge fundraising initiative.  
 
Jennifer Clark, Canine Legislation Manager  
As Canine Legislation Manager, Jennifer is the primary contact for general legislative issues.  She 
manages much of the department’s state-level legislative activity, policy review, analysis, and 
communications. She also oversees state-level PAC reporting, edits In Session newsletters, and 
manages numerous additional departmental functions and projects.  
 
Sarah Sprouse, Legislative Analyst  
Since coming to the American Kennel Club in 2005, Sarah has fulfilled many roles as a member of the 
Government Relations team. She is the lead analyst for several Western states, including California, 
and works with local clubs and fanciers at the state and local levels to promote legislation that protects 
responsible owners and breeders from unnecessary regulations and fees.  Sarah also provides training 
and backup coverage for state and local issues throughout the entire country.   
 
Patty Van Sicklen, Legislative Analyst  
Patty came to the AKC as a member of the Internal Consulting Group in 2007 and joined the 
Government Relations team in 2010. As a Legislative Analyst, she evaluates proposed legislation and 
communicates its potential impact for the southeastern region as well as Montana, Hawaii and Alaska. 
She coordinated the 2012 AKC Legislative Conference, edits Taking Command newsletters, and 
oversees other creative and communications projects.  
 
Melissa Ferrell, Research Coordinator  
Melissa has been with AKC since 2004. As Research Coordinator, Melissa has introduced and 
implemented new data analysis and legislative tracking software and coordinated a variety of data 
applications. Melissa also manages PAC and legislative support fund data and creates, designs, and 
maintains relational databases dealing with legislative issues that impact dog owners on local, state 
and federal government levels.  
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