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          April 17, 2013 

 

The Honorable Rodney Moore 

North Carolina House of Representatives 

16 W. Jones Street, Room 1213 

Raleigh, NC 27601 

 

Re:  AKC Concerns Regarding HB 956- Dog Breed-Specific Policies 

 

Dear Representative Moore: 

 

The American Kennel Club (AKC) writes on behalf of our 143 affiliated kennel clubs in North Carolina and thousands 

of responsible North Carolina dog owners to express our concerns about your proposed legislation that would declare 

certain dog breeds as “aggressive” and impose numerous requirements on dog owners. We respectfully ask that you not 

pursue this measure as written.  
 

Breed-specific laws have been proven ineffective throughout the United States and around the world. These laws fail to 

address the underlying cause of dangerous dog issues – irresponsible ownership – and force animal control officers to 

spend valuable time trying to identify dog breeds, rather than focusing on true animal problems in the community. They 

also arbitrarily punish law-abiding dog owners simply because of the breed of dog they own.  
 

The American Kennel Club believes that all dog owners should be held accountable for their dog’s actions, regardless 

of the breed of dog they own.  For this reason, we support dangerous dog laws that establish a fair process by which 

individual dogs (regardless of breed) are identified as “dangerous” based on stated, measurable actions and laws that 

impose appropriate penalties on owners of these dogs.   

 

The AKC and our kennel clubs throughout the state also offer a variety of public education programs, including AKC’s 

Canine Good Citizen® and STAR Puppy
® program that help owners of any dog breed learn how to properly train and 

care for their animals. This is more effective in protecting the safety of the community and the rights of responsible dog 

owners.  Enclosed are some materials that provide more information on effective solutions to dangerous dog concerns. 
 

We respectfully request that you not advance the bill as written. Strong dangerous dog legislation and public education 

programs will help protect the safety of North Carolina residents without punishing responsible dog owners or creating 

a burden on animal shelters and taxpayers. 
 

We would be pleased to work with you on alternative, more effective legislative and public education solutions that 

will protect the public without discriminating against responsible dog owners.  Please do not hesitate to contact me or 

any member of the Government Relations team at 919-816-3720 if we may be of assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sheila Goffe 

 

Founded in 1884, the American Kennel Club (AKC) is a non-partisan, not-for-profit purebred dog registry and 

educational organization located in Raleigh, North Carolina.  We are dedicated to promoting responsible dog 

ownership, advocating for dogs as family companions, advancing canine health and well-being, and working to 

protect the rights of all responsible dog owners. In 2012, AKC licensed and sanctioned 396 events in communities 

across North Carolina, in which more than 71,260 dogs participated. 


