
1

Perspectives

www.akc.org

No other organization does more for dogs
than the American Kennel Club (AKC).

The AKC is more than just the world’s largest
purebred dog registry. We’re also a not-for profit
organization devoted to responsible dog owner-
ship and advancing the health and wellbeing –
not only for people who register their dogs with
us, but for all dogs. 

For the AKC, being “the dog’s champion”
mean, doing things like donating more than
$24 million to canine health research, conduct-
ing kennel inspections of AKC registry clients,
and offering more public free, public, educa-
tional programs about responsible dog owner-
ship than any other organization. AKC breed-
based dog clubs and affiliates also make up the
largest purebred dog rescue group network in
the country. 

AKC and our affiliates believe in giving back
to our communities. For example, AKC
ReuniteSM is more than the nation’s largest not-
for profit lost pet recovery service. It also pro-
vides grants to volunteer canine search and res-
cue organizations and extensive volunteer
coordination and sponsorships to help animals
in need with food and supplies after natural dis-
asters. Through the AKC Pet Disaster Relief
program, AKC Reunite and AKC clubs donate
emergency trailers to provide animal care serv-
ices during the first 72 hours after a disaster.
AKC Reunite assists many community shelters
as well. For example, in conjunction with the
passage of a North Carolina bill that requires
shelters that have microchip scanners to use
them to help reunite pets with their owners,
AKC Reunite is offering 20 new microchip
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When asked what it means to be a
responsible dog owner,

Congressman Rick Crawford responds
that it is important to provide a “safe
home and family environment.” He also
emphasizes the importance of teaching
responsibility to his children.

“My kids are growing up with dogs in
the house, much like I did – they have
their daily responsibilities in helping take
care of [our family dog] and it’s an
important part of growing up and learn-
ing how to take care of another living
being.” 

This was an important lesson that the
Congressman began learning at a very
early age.  His family got their first dog,
a Dalmatian named “Buddy”, when
Crawford was just three years old.

When he was 8 years
old, his family’s
Pekingese had a litter of
puppies.  “I remember
how fascinating an
experience it was for me
at that age to be respon-
sible with the care of
these new puppies,”
Crawford recalled.  His
family set an example of
what it means to be a
responsible breeder by
ensuring that these pup-
pies “had a good home.”  

Earlier this year, the
Crawford family turned
to a local responsible
hobby breeder to obtain
their current dog – an
AKC-registered French
Bulldog named
“Wiley”. Before getting
their dog, they took the

time to learn which breed
would be the right fit for their family.
“My wife and I did a lot of research after
Lucy, our 12-year-old Boston Terrier,
had to be put to sleep earlier this year,”
he explained.  “We decided the French
Bulldog was similar enough in size and
coat with a different, cute and fun tem-
perament…”.

French Bulldogs are known for their
unique personalities to be characters and
have been described as “a clown in the
cloak of a philosopher.” The Crawfords
named their dog “Wiley” after Robert
Duvall’s character in the 1995 movie
Something to Talk About.  Like the
Congressman and his wife, Duvall’s
character is a horse enthusiast. This,
combined with a specific line in the
movie where Duvall is chastised by his
Continued on next page
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In each issue of In Session, the AKC profiles a dog-loving member of the 
Capitol community. This issue features Congressman Rick Crawford (AR-1) 

and his French Bulldog “Wiley”.

Congressional Canine Spotlight-
Congressman Rick Crawford 

Congressman Crawford’s daughter Delaney is delighted
with their new French Bulldog puppy “Wiley”.
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More than champion dogs… 
We’re the dog’s champion.



wife for his personal habits,
inspired the Crawfords to
give their new dog his name.

Crawford freely admits
that the family’s current dog
Wiley is “all in”. “We con-
sider Wiley a part of the
family, so where we go, he
goes.” He hopes to bring
Wiley with him on the next
family trip to Washington,
D.C.

The Congressman has
had experience with several
different dog breeds and
understands that each have
their own unique personali-
ties and abilities.  He says
that he has “always worked
around dogs”, including
“working on the ranch with
Border Collies and
conducting field trials
with Labs and Border
Collies.”  In addition
he has produced and
announced Dock
Dogs® events, which
are a series of aquatic
competitions for dogs.

One of his more
memorable experiences
with dogs was when he
brought his Schnauzer
named “Cricket” to
work with him at the
rodeos, where, accord-
ing to Crawford’s 
official web site, he
served as a professional
announcer among
other duties.  

“Once, I thought I had her secured in my truck
as I was sorting bulls into pens – but Cricket
came bounding into the pen.  Even though the
bulls could have made her into a mud pie, I guess
they respected her audacity, as she barked and
herded them into pens to help me out.”

“I remember yelling at her to get behind,” he
continued, “and she obeyed – laying down and

barking orders at the bulls all the while. The
attendees got a kick out of this spunky dog.”  

The Congressman’s background has 
motivated him to pro-
tect responsible breed-
ers in his role on the
House  Agriculture
Subcommittee on
Livestock, which over-
sees animal welfare.
He wants to ensure
that “private breeders
be free of intrusion by
the federal govern-
ment in the form of
excessive regulation.”

“There are certainly
bad actors out
there…” he explained,
“but we have to make
sure we aren’t unduly
hurting those with
good intentions…”  
The Congressman
expressed his belief
that this is the biggest
issue facing responsi-
ble dog owners in the
United States.  He is
aware that there are
many breeders who
are concerned about
overregulation and
how this will impact
their ability to con-
tinue to responsibly
raise and breed dogs
and stated that,
“There is cause for
concern, but not yet
cause for alarm [and]
it’s important we don’t
let it get to that
point.”

And the Congress -
man is committed to protecting the rights of
his constituents to enjoy the benefits of dog
ownership.  “We must protect responsible
breeders,  not impinging on the r ights of
Americans to have a dog as part of the family,”
he explained.  “I believe it’s a quality of life
issue and a huge benefit to families.  I want to
protect that.”
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Continued from page 1, “Congressional Canine
Spotlight - Congressman Rick Crawford”

scanners free to needy NC public shelters.
The over 5,000 AKC dog clubs throughout

our country are also committed to supporting
their local communities. Many club members
are small/hobby dog breeders, who with their
clubs give back to their community by host-
ing public education events, donating to local
K-9 law enforcement activities, and doing a
myriad of other projects to help promote and
support responsible dog ownership in their
neighborhoods. We invite you to partner with
local dog experts in promoting safety around
dogs in your state and district through our
Dog Listener program, which helps teach
children how to behave safely around dogs
(see p. 3).  

The AKC has an unwavering commitment
to responsible dog owners and breeders. We
strongly support policies that ensure the
future of responsible breeders and the ability
of Americans to choose a pet for is appropri-
ate for their lifestyle and has known tempera-
ment and health status and predictable breed
traits. In this issue, we highlight
Congressman Rick Crawford from Arkansas,
who discusses his family’s recent positive
experience with purchasing a puppy from a
responsible hobby breeder (see p. 1-2).  

This commitment also means that at times
we will express concerns with proposals and
policies that would ultimately harm dogs and
responsible owners and breeders. This issue of
In Session discusses the inherent problems
with awarding non-economic damages in
lawsuits involving injury to pets (see p. 5-6).
While on the surface this may sound like a
good idea, there are many unintended conse-
quences that could ultimately harm pets and
even impact public health.  

The AKC and our 5,000 member clubs
offer centuries of experience in responsible
dog care, training and breeding (see p. 7).
We promote reasonable and effective solu-
tions that protect the health and welfare of
dogs, the rights of responsible breeders, and
the safety of local communities.  We welcome
the opportunity to work with members of
Congress to ensure that Americans can con-
tinue to responsibly own and breed dogs for
generations to come. 

Sincerely,

Sheila Goffe

Director, Government Relations
shg@akc.org

(Continued from page 1)

• French Bulldogs were originally developed by lacemakers in 19th Century Nottingham,
England, who selectively bred for a bulldog “lap dog”.  When some of these lacemakers went to
France during the Industrial Revolution, they took their dogs with them.  These dogs became
very popular in France and they endeared themselves to Americans participating in the “Grand
Tour” of Europe.  

• To learn more about the breeds recognized by the AKC and to determine which one is right for
your family, visit akc.org and click on “puppies”.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Congressman Crawford’s son Will taking
care of the family’s new puppy “Wiley”.
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We must protect
responsible breeders,
not impinging on the
rights of Americans to
have a dog as 
part of the family.
[Dog ownership] is 
a quality of life issue
and a huge benefit 
to families. I want to
protect that.



The AKC® Humane Fund celebrates the loyalty,
devotion and strength dogs share with us by
announcing the winners of the 14th annual AKC
Humane Fund Awards for Canine Excellence (ACE),
which commemorate five hard-working dogs that
have made significant contributions to their com-
munities. The awards are presented in each of the
following five categories: Exemplary Companion
Dog, Law Enforcement, Search and Rescue,
Service and Therapy. This year's winners include a
Newtown (CT) therapy dog and an active
amputee that helps wounded warriors overcome
their own injuries. 

"The dogs honored by the ACE have con-
tributed immeasurably to the lives of individuals
and communities across the country, and with so
many great stories, it's difficult to choose just one
recipient in each category," said AKC
Spokesperson Lisa Peterson. "We're proud to
award these five deserving dogs with AKC
Humane Fund Awards for Canine Excellence."

All the ACE recipients will receive $1,000 to be
awarded to a pet-related charity of their choice and
an engraved sterling silver medallion presented at
the AKC/Eukanuba National Championship in
Orlando, Florida on December 14, 2013. 

This year's ACE winners include:

Exemplary Companion Dog: "Bart," a Vizsla
owned by Darcy Hodges of Brooks, Georgia

Bart was only three years old when he developed
a limp during hunt and field season. After x-rays
revealed 80 per cent of his scapula eaten away by
cancer, Bart had his entire front left leg removed.
Only four months after his amputation and three
weeks after completing chemotherapy, Bart earned
his Senior Hunter title and continued to the
Master Hunter level, earning that title ten months
later. Bart and Darcy were also invited to visit with
soldiers from the Wounded Warrior program.
Recently, nearing his eighth birthday, Bart ran fast
and hard during a guided hunt with the Wounded
Warriors, inspiring soldiers that had returned
home without all of their limbs but were overcom-
ing their battle scars. 

Therapy Dog: "Drago," a Spinone Italiano
owned by Lauren Friedman and Chris
Sweetwood of Milford, Connecticut 

Drago, a "do-it-all" Spinone Italiano with more

than 1,000 therapy visits to his credit, faced a chal-
lenge like no other in Newtown, Connecticut, last
December when his therapy skills were called
upon after the shooting at Sandy Hook
Elementary School. Lauren and Drago immedi-
ately headed to Newtown, a chaotic scene full of
shell-shocked local residents. They spent nearly
every day until January at the Crisis Center that
was set up at Reed Intermediate School, providing
love and support to those who needed it. Drago
accompanied kids and adults into counseling ses-
sions, and spent time with children who were
doing crafts and activities while their parents were
busy with chaplains and psychologists. Lauren and
Drago still visit area schools today. 

Service Dog: "Tuesday," a Golden Retriever
owned by Capt. Luis Carlos Montalván of New
York, New York 

Luis and Golden Retriever Tuesday were part-
nered through the Educated Canines Assisting
with Disabilities (ECAD) facility in New York
after Luis returned from two tours in Iraq with a
spinal cord injury (SCI), a traumatic brain injury
(TBI) and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
From retrieving things Luis needs so that he does-
n't have to strain his spinal cord injury to gentle
nuzzles that return Luis from horrible flashbacks
caused by his TBI and PTSD, Tuesday has given
Luis back his life. Tuesday and Luis also inspired
Senator Al Franken to co-sponsor the Service Dogs
for Veterans Act (SDVA), which is leading to sci-
entific evidence proving the efficacy of assistance
dogs to mitigate many disabilities, including psy-
chological ones. 

Law Enforcement Dog: K9 "Zeke," a Belgian
Malinois handled by Cpl. Tyron E. Meik of the
Harrisburg (Pennsylvania) Police Department 

Earlier this year, Cpl. Meik and Zeke were

called to assist a nearby police department. An
armed suspect had allegedly stabbed and shot at
an individual, then turned the gun on police
before fleeing into an area close to an elementary
school and busy suburban shopping area. Zeke
was shot in the neck by the suspect upon discov-
ery as he attempted to protect the officers. Even
with a bullet lodged inside of him, Zeke held the
suspect until there was no longer a threat to
police. Bleeding from his gunshot wound and
going into shock, Zeke was air lifted to an emer-
gency veterinary hospital to undergo surgery.
Zeke has since made a full recovery and has
returned to active duty. 

Search and Rescue Dog: "Jesse," a German
Shepherd Dog owned and handled by Susan
Condreras of Riverhead, New York

For the past five years, Jesse has served her
community and surrounding communities by
deploying on multiple searches in arduous ter-
rain. Snakes, ticks, steep cliffs, swamps, extreme
weather conditions, fox, bears, and gunshots have
all threatened her safety while she has diligently
searched for missing people. After a recent injury
and difficult rehab period, Jesse made it back to
work looking for the missing. On her first search
back, she found a hunter alive in the swamps of
New Jersey. 

To view photos and stories about the 2013 AKC
Humane Fund ACE recipients visit:
http://www.akc.org/news/ace/2013/honorees.cfm. 

Article from AKC.org
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Five Canine Heroes Honored With AKC® Humane Fund
Awards for Canine Excellence (ACE)
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Join AKC in Promoting Safety Around Dogs 

to Children in Your District! 
 

 

Almost 70 million dogs live in 

households across America. Dogs 

add so much to our families and 

communities, but proper education 

about dogs and their behavior is 

often lacking.  

 

The American Kennel Club (AKC) 

believes every child should be 

taught how to behave safely around 

dogs. Understanding a dog’s mood, 

actions and body language will help 

children avoid dangerous situations. 

 

With this in the mind, the AKC has 

created The Dog Listener 

educational program for children.  

 

This free program contains an online video and handouts that teach children 

how to properly greet a dog, what to do when they see a loose dog and how 

to understand a dog's body language.  

 

We invite you to join with us and your local AKC-affiliated club volunteers 

(“Canine Ambassadors”) to host an educational event to help children in 

your district learn how to become “Dog Listeners”.  AKC volunteers, who 

usually bring their dogs to the events, are experts on canine behavior and 

will answer questions and demonstrate the techniques seen in the video.  

 

This is an excellent opportunity to promote responsible dog ownership and 

public safety.  For more information about the AKC's The Dog Listener and 

how to host an event in your community, please contact the AKC 

Government Relations Department at 919-816-3720  

or doglaw@akc.org.   

�
�
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There is no question that our
society holds dogs in very

high esteem.  Dogs do it all:
from serving the public as police
K-9s, to working as service and
performance animals, to serving
their owners as wonderful pets.
Dogs are such a beloved part of
our lives that it’s common for
owners to consider dogs as part
of the family.

These emotional ties have led
some individuals and groups to
propose fundamental changes to
laws dealing with pets. One
type of proposal would allow
juries to award large, undefined
financial awards in lawsuits
involving injury to pets that are the result of accidents.  On the surface,
this may sound like a good idea and a simple reflection of the value peo-
ple place on their pets.  However, there’s a catch—allowing these types
of awards in cases involving injury to pets will likely have many unin-
tended consequences, and in the long run may actually harm pets.  For
this reason it is crucial that animals continue to enjoy the protections
afforded by their traditional legal treatment as property.   

Legal Background – Damages 101
To understand the problem, it helps to start with a brief review of

current law.  
Laws governing animal ownership and animal care throughout the

United States have been remark-
ably consistent for over two hun-
dred years. These traditions pro-
vide that pets are considered the
legal property of their owners
while benefitting from laws gov-
erning their care and treatment. It
does not mean that we care for
our pets any less; rather, it simply
provides the legal framework by
which owners derive the right and
responsibility to provide care in a
manner that is best for the ani-
mal. When combined with crimi-
nal laws prohibiting animal cru-
elty and dog fighting, and civil
laws addressing both intentional
and negligent injury and killing of
animals, the classification of pets as legal property has served as the
foundation of a stable legal system that promotes responsible animal
ownership; deters animal abuse; and promotes innovative, affordable,
and quality animal care.  

Under this existing system, owners whose pets are negligently injured
or killed can be fully and fairly compensated.  In these cases, which the
law considers as accidental property damage or destruction cases, pet

owners can recover the eco-
nomic value of a pet, the cost
of any veterinarian bills result-
ing from an alleged injury, and
in some instances, other rea-
sonable and necessary costs
arising out of the injury.  These
types of damages are called
“economic damages” because
they are of a certain or deter-
minable dollar value.   

In addition to these “eco-
nomic” damage awards (and
aside from any criminal charges
of negligence or animal cruelty
the individual may face), most
states allow a plaintiff to receive
a second, additional type of

damages.  If a defendant is found to have acted with malice and
intended to cause emotional distress against the plaintiff through the
injuring or killing of the plaintiff ’s pet, the defendant could be consid-
ered to have committed an intentional wrongful act against the plain-
tiff/dog owner (not the pet).  In such cases, punitive damages may be
awarded in an effort to punish as well as to deter further intentional or
reckless behavior or actions motivated by malice.  

A third type of award is called “non-economic” damages, named so
because they attempt to cure intangible harms, such as pain and suffer-
ing, which cannot be readily represented by an actual dollar amount.  

Long-standing legal principles limit the availability of non-economic
damages.  They may be claimed only by the close family of victims who

have died or who have been severely
injured.  Non-economic damages
are typically not available in cases
involving damage to personal prop-
erty (remember, animals are consid-
ered property under the law).  This
principle has provided the justifica-
tion for courts to almost universally
reject allowing compensation for an
owner's emotional loss in pet injury
and death cases.  (Note: Tennessee
allows recovery for non-economic
damages, but limits recovery at
$5,000 and exempts veterinarians
and organizations acting on behalf
of public or animal welfare from
having to pay such damages.)   

Change Efforts Afoot
Over the past several years, there have been many attempts, mostly in

state legislatures, to change the legal system to allow non-economic
damages in cases involving negligent injury or death to a pet.  On the
surface, they may sound like a fair way to compensate the owner of an
injured pet. However, legal scholars and animal experts agree that signif-
icant negative consequences would flow from allowing non-economic

Allowing these types of
awards in cases involving
injury to pets will likely
have many unintended
consequences, and in the
long run may actually
harm pets.

Issue Analysis: It’s About the Dogs!
Non-Economic Damages Claims Ultimately Harm General Animal Wellbeing 
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damages to be awarded in pet
injury and death cases.

Simply put, the risk of
increased legal liability will result
in increased costs to cover that lia-
bility for all parties in the animal
care chain (which will ultimately
be passed on to animal owners),
while posing increased risks to
public health. For example, the
availability of non-economic dam-
ages would subject veterinarians
to more lawsuits alleging damage
to an owner’s animal. Increased
malpractice insurance costs would
make it more expensive for veteri-
narians to practice, which would,
in turn, increase the cost of veteri-
nary care.  Higher pet care costs could easily put routine veterinary care
and diagnostic testing out of reach for many dog owners.  Furthermore,
dogs that do not receive regular health care represent an increased risk to
public health, since they may not be adequately vaccinated against
zoonotic diseases such as rabies.  The availability of non-economic dam-
ages would also likely result in an increase in litigation subjecting all
types of parties to the risks of increased liability, including pet sitters,
dog parks, and even neighbors. Increased liability concerns could also
cause some free animal care services to
close, and may go so far as to discour-
age animal ownership and result in
needless euthanizations.  The
American Kennel Club believes that
these risks would far outweigh any
benefits non-economic damages
might provide. 

Moreover, courts may interpret per-
mitting non-economic damages as an
implicit change in the legal status of
animals.  The AKC believes that such
action should be legislative, explicit,
and subject to extensive public
debate.   

For these reasons, awarding non-economic damages in pet injury
cases represents poor public policy. 

What AKC is Doing About the Problem
The American Kennel Club has worked on several fronts in the fight

against the deleterious effects of non-economic damages in negligent pet

injury cases.  In 2013, several
state legislatures considered
attempts at allowing non-
economic damages.  They
included Connecticut SB
794, Maine LD 395,
Pennsylvania SB 628, and
Vermont HB 342.  Due to
the outreach of the AKC,
along with the efforts of
organizations and individuals
who share our concerns,
none of the bills were suc-
cessful.   

In April, the Supreme
Court of Texas issued its
opinion in the case of
Strickland v. Medlen (Case

No. 12-0047, opinion available at www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/his-
torical/2013/apr/120047.pdf).  In a majority opinion authored by
Justice Don R. Willet, the court held that while pets hold a special place
in the hearts of their owners, non-economic damages are not available in
cases involving the negligent death of a pet. This reversed a decision of a
Texas appeals court, which previously held otherwise.  The American
Kennel Club submitted a “friend of the court” brief in the case express-
ing opposition to non-economic damages, and was joined by the Cat

Fanciers’ Association, the
Animal Health Institute, the
American Veterinary Medical
Association (AVMA), the
National Animal Interest
Alliance (NAIA), the American
Pet Products Association
(APPA), and the Pet Industry
Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC).
The majority opinion specifi-
cally agreed with and heavily
cited the brief submitted by
AKC and other joining friends
of the court.    

It is likely that efforts to allow
non-economic damages will continue to increase in the foreseeable
future. For the wellbeing of all dogs and their owners, the American
Kennel Club is committed to educating and working to ensure that gov-
ernments continue to treat animals in the traditional legal sense, and to
ensure that a stable, affordable, and high-quality animal care system
remains accessible for all animal owners.

…The risk of increased 
legal liability will result in
increased costs…for all 
parties in the animal care
chain while posing increased
risks to public health.

AKC MISSION STATEMENT

The AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB is dedicated to upholding the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding
for type and function. Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred dog as a family companion,

advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the rights of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.
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