
 

 

 

 

 

October 30, 2013 

 

Re: AKC Comments on Senate Bill 560- Regulations for Dog Breeding Kennels 
 

Dear Chairman Hune and Members of the Senate Agriculture Committee: 

 

The American Kennel Club (AKC) writes on behalf of our 163 dog clubs and thousands of responsible dog 

owners and breeders in Michigan to request some clarifications and amendments to Senate Bill 560 as introduced, 

which among other provisions seeks to regulate “large-scale commercial dog breeding kennels”.  We respectfully 

ask that you consider these amendments as you deliberate on this bill in committee and welcome the opportunity 

to provide further clarification and assistance. 

 

The AKC requests that the following amendments, among others, be included in Senate Bill 560: 

 

• Remove the Ownership Limit – This bill limits ownership to 50 intact female dogs on a single premises.  

Laws that limit animal ownership are ineffective, arbitrary, and do not address the underlying issue of 

responsible ownership. Limiting the number of animals a person may own will not automatically make 

them a better owner. Furthermore, both the dogs and Michigan taxpayers lose, as owners may be 
forced to give up their dogs to a local shelter in order to comply with the limit, and the dogs will be 

housed and/or euthanized at great cost to local communities.  This could prove an enormous burden on 

local shelters.  We respectfully ask that the ownership limit be removed from the bill. 

 

• Change the Definition of “Large-Scale Commercial Dog Breeding Kennel” – The bill defines a 

“large-scale commercial dog breeding kennel” as one that keeps more than 15 intact female dogs over the 

age of 4 months for the purpose of breeding.  This is difficult to determine, as often responsible dog 

owners will keep intact dogs for a variety of reasons including hunting, field trials, and participation in 

AKC events.   

 

We have seen this or very similar thresholds proposed in other several states over the past few years. 

Those who have implemented low thresholds have found these laws extremely difficult to enforce and 

much more costly than anticipated. We believe a better option is to base commercial activity on a number 

of dogs sold, rather than on an individual’s ownership of private property and how it could potentially be 

used.  We believe a definition based on commerce more accurately indicates true commercial operations 

and ensures that hobbyists will not be unintentionally impacted. 

 

The American Kennel Club would be pleased to work with you to ensure a clear, effective law that protects the 

health and welfare of dogs as well as the rights of responsible Michigan citizens and taxpayers.  Please do not 

hesitate to contact us at (919) 816-3720 if we can be of further assistance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sheila Goffe 

Government Relations Director 
 


