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Irish Setter (standard effective 09/30/90) Breed Test 
This test is open book and consists of 25 questions.  All questions indicated by an * refer to 
disqualifications and an incorrect response to these questions will result in the failure of the entire test.  
Answers will only be accepted on the answer sheet provided.  Do not return the test, only the answer 
sheet. 

 1. Which is correct regarding the general appearance of the Irish Setter: 

 A. substantial yet 
elegant in 
build. 

 B. an aristocratic bird 
dog. 

 C. over two feet tall 
at the shoulder. 

 D. all of the above. 

 2. The ideal show weight for dogs is about 

 A. 75 pounds.  B. 60 pounds.  C. 70 pounds.  D. 65 pounds. 

 3. The Irish Setter is  

 A. squarely built.  B. slightly longer 
than it is tall. 

 C. slightly taller 
than long. 

 D. none of the 
above. 

 4. All legs are_______ with plenty of bone. 

 A. narrow and strong  B. sturdy  C. bowed  D. heavy and 
round 

 5. The beauty of the head is emphasized by 

 A. small nostrils.  B. eyes set close 
together. 

 C. ears set rather 
high. 

 D. delicate 
chiseling along 
the muzzle, 
around and 
below the eyes, 
and along the 
cheeks. 

 6. The Irish Setter’s eyes are 

 A. large and bold.  B. placed closely 
together. 

 C. placed rather 
well apart. 

 D. rather small. 

 7. The Irish Setter’s ears should  

 A. be nearly long 
enough reach the 

 B. hang away from  C. be high set.  D. have a thick 
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nose. the head. leather. 

 8. The line from occiput to brow is  

 A. parallel and equal 
to the line of the 
jaw. 

 B. perpendicular to 
the ground. 

 C. parallel to, the 
straight and 
equal line from 
eye to nose. 

 D. equal to the 
length of the 
pasterns. 

 9. The skull, when viewed in profile, is  

 A. flat.  B. very slightly 
domed. 

 C. rectangular.  D. none of the 
above. 

 10. The nose should  

 A. be only black.  B. be black or 
chocolate. 

 C. have narrow 
nostrils. 

 D. be only 
chocolate. 

 11. The Irish Setter has a(n) 

 A. overshot bite.  B. undershot bite.  C. scissors bite 
only. 

 D. either scissors 
or even bite. 

 12. The Irish Setter’s neck is  

 A. thick.  B. moderately long.  C. clearly arched.  D. all of the 
above. 

 13. The topline of the body  

 A. should be 
straight. 

 B. should incline 
slightly 
downward. 

 C. should drop 
sharply at the 
croup. 

 D. stand lower at 
the withers 
than at the loin. 

 14. The chest must not 

 A. be deep.  B. interfere with 
forward motion. 

 C. extend beyond 
the point where 
the shoulder 
joins the upper 
arm. 

 D. extend 
rearwards to 
well sprung 
ribs. 

 15. The loins should be  

 A. muscular and of 
moderate length  

 B. short.  C. soft.  D. long. 
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 16. Which is correct regarding the Irish Setter’s tail carriage: 

 A. curving slightly 
upward. 

 B. straight.  C. nearly level with 
the back. 

D. all of the 
above. 

 17. The upper arm is  

 A. longer than the 
shoulder blades. 

 B. shorter than the 
shoulder blades. 

 C. approximately 
the same length 
as the shoulder 
blades. 

 D. not compared 
to the length of 
the shoulder 
blades. 

 18. The forelegs are  

 A. slightly bowed.  B. straight and 
sinewy. 

 C. slightly bent.  D. well ahead of 
the body. 

 19. The hind legs should  

 A. be well angulated 
at stifle and hock 
joints. 

 B. be straight at 
both stifles and 
hock joints. 

 C. be slightly bent 
at the stifles and 
hock joints. 

 D. have well 
turned in 
hocks. 

 20. The feet are 

 A. large.  B. rather flat.  C. rather small, 
very firm. 

 D. oval or spoon 
shaped. 

 21. Which of the following is trimmed: 

 A. the top third of the 
ears. 

 B. the throat nearly 
to the 
breastbone. 

 C. excessive 
feathering is 
removed to 
show the natural 
outline of the 
foot. 

 D. all of the 
above. 

 22. The color of the Irish Setter should be  

 A. any shade of red.  B. rich chestnut red 
with black traces. 

 C. mahogany or 
rich chestnut red 
with no black. 

 D. none of the 
above. 
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23.The forelegs  

 A. give the deceptive 
appearance of a 
hackney gait. 

 B. reach well ahead 
as if to pull in the 
ground without 
giving the 
appearance of 
hackney gait. 

 C. are carried in a 
slightly bowed 
fashion. 

 D. should never 
single track. 

 24. An ____________, _____________ temperament is the essence of the Irish Setter. 

 A. impassive...strong  B. obstinate...joyful C. outgoing... 
stable 

D. amiable... 
curious. 

 25. Which of the following statements is/are correct: 

 A. there is no 
disqualification as 
to size. 

 B. overall size is 
more important 
than overall 
balance. 

 C. variance beyond 
an inch up or 
down is not to 
be discouraged. 

 D. all of the 
above. 

 




