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Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever (standard effective 9/1/01) Breed Test 
 
This test is open book and consists of 25 questions.  All questions indicated by an * refer to 
disqualifications and an incorrect response to these questions will result in failure of the entire test.  
Answers will only be accepted on the answer sheet provided. Do not return the test, only the answer 
sheet. 

 1. The Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever (Toller) possesses 

 A. a keen desire to 
work. 

 B. a strong retrieving 
desire. 

 C. a love of water.  D. all of the above. 

  2. The dog's length should be slightly longer than height, with a ratio of 

 A. 10 to 9.  B. 10 to 8.  C. 2 to 1.   D. the dog should be 
square.  

  3. The head is 

 A. heavy in proportion 
to the body. 

 B. very round.  C. slightly wedge 
shaped. 

 D. narrow. 

  4. The Toller’s expression is 

 A. shy.  B. nervous.  C. alert, friendly, and 
intelligent. 

D. passive. 

  5. Eye color  

 A. blends with the coat 
or is darker. 

 B. dark brown.  C. amber.  D. light brown. 

  6. The ears  

 A. are high set.  B.  are triangular in 
shape. 

 C. have rounded tips.  D. all of the above. 

  7. The nose should 

 A. blend with that of 
the coat, or be 
black. 

 B. be fairly broad with 
nostrils well open. 

 C. A and B.  D. be slightly turned 
up in profile. 

  8. The correct bite is 

 A. tight scissors.  B. slightly overshot.  C. overshot.  D. undershot. 
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  9. Which is not correct for a Toller’s height at the withers: 

 A. for males, the ideal 
is 19 inches 

 B. for females, the 
ideal is 19 inches. 

 C. for females, 17-20 
inches. 

 D. for males, 18-21 
inches. 

  10.  The Toller’s eyes are 

 A. set well apart. B. slightly oblique.  C. almond in shape.  D. all of the above.  

  11.  The tail  

 A.  may be carried 
below the level of 
the back except 
when the dog is 
alert. 

 B. should curl over to 
touch the back. 

 C. is in constant 
motion while 
working. 

 D. A and C. 

  12.  The shoulders should be  

 A. muscular and strong.  B. fine.  C. straight. D. all of the above. 

  13.  The Toller’s coat should be all of the following except 

 A. it may have a slight 
wave on the back, 
but is otherwise 
straight. 

 B. it should be long 
and hard. 

 C. it must have a 
water-repellent 
double coat. 

 D. be of medium 
length and 
softness. 

  14.  The front feet are 

 A. slightly oval.  B. round.  C. splayed.  D. small. 

  15.  The color of a Toller 

 A. ranges from a golden 
red through dark 
coppery red. 

 B. is any shade of 
red. 

 C. only A & B.  D. all colors are 
allowable. 

  16.  The muzzle 

 A. softness in the mouth 
is essential. 

 B. tapers in a clean 
line from stop to 
nose. 

 C. the hair is short 
and fine. 

 D. all of the above. 

   

  17.  Which is not true of the Toller:  

 A. it is a medium sized, 
powerful, compact, 
balanced dog. 

 B. it is one of the 
largest of the 
retrievers. 

 C. it is alert, 
determined, and 
quick. 

 D. it has a keen desire 
to work and 
please. 
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  *18. White is a disqualification if found on the  

 A. tip of tail.  B. back of the neck.  C. chest.  D. blaze. 

  19.  The gait of the Toller is described as 

 A. a springy gait.  B. strong driving 
rear. 

 C. good reach in 
front. 

 D. all of the above. 

  20.  All of the following describe temperament except 

 A. affectionate.  B. hyperactive.  C. highly intelligent.  D. outgoing. 

  *21.  Which of the following is not a disqualification: 

 A. undershot bite, wry 
mouth, overshot by 
more than 1/8 inch. 

 B. brown coat, black 
areas in coat, or 
buff. 

 C. front dewclaws.  D. butterfly nose. 

  *22.  A Toller must be disqualified if 

 A. its eyerims are black.  B. its rear dewclaws 
are present. 

 C. it has a long back.  D. its feet are 
webbed. 

    23. The Toller’s skull 

 A. is slightly rounded.  B. appears flat when 
the ears are alert. 

 C. both A and B.  D. length of skull and 
muzzle are equal. 

  *24.  White on the following parts of a Toller would be considered a disqualification: 

 A. on the shoulders or 
back of the neck. 

 B. around the ears.  C. across the flanks.  D. all of the above. 

  25.  The feet are 

 A. strongly webbed.  B. medium in size.  C. with well-arched 
toes and thick 
pads. 

 D. all of the above. 
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