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By now, everyone should be aware that the Board of Directors at its 
June 2015 meeting voted to adopt a new Conformation Judging 

Approval Process to be effective September 1, 2015. The Board’s action 
was announced to the judging community via Mr. Menaker’s email 
letter sent on Tuesday, June 17th as well as included in the minutes 
from the Board meeting posted on the AKC website. A link to view the 
newly adopted process was included in Mr. Menaker’s email letter.  

As part of Staff’s plan to implement the Board’s new policy, we have 
created a special edition of the judges’ newsletter, The Standard, 
dedicated to the new process. Within the pages that follow we explain 
how the process will work, dissecting individual sections with the 
intent to answer the questions you may have. While we will do our best 
to address everything, we expect that there may be remaining questions 
or matters that require further explanation.  

We do hope that you will find this issue of great assistance in 
understanding the requirements and individual aspects of the new 
process.  Future issues will include additional articles and information 
to provide further clarification and address new questions that 
may surface.  As always, you are welcome to contact the Judging 
Operations Department or speak with a member of the Conformation 
Executive Field Staff with any questions that may arise as you study 
this special issue of the newsletter and the new policy. If you have 
not done so already, you are encouraged to review the entire Judging 
Approval Process to be implemented September 1, 2015 as well as the 
supplementary FAQ Document, both of which are available on the  
AKC website in the Conformation Judging Resource Center. 

Special Edition
INTRODUCTION
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There are two questions that are sure to be on virtually everyone’s mind: 
(1) How am I affected?   and   (2) What has changed?  

The answer to the first question is simple, all judges as of September 1st will fall under the parameters 
of the new approval process. This includes, but is not limited to regular status requirements and 
application eligibility. The second question is much more complex.

There are significant changes to the procedures associated with applying for additional breeds and 
approving judges. As this newsletter on the whole will concentrate on the individual modifications 
associated with the Board’s new policy, let us first identify those items that either have not changed, 
or have minor modifications primarily for housekeeping purposes.

THE STANDARD

New vs. Old

SPECIAL EDITION  •   JUDGING APPROVAL PROCESS  EFFECTIVE  SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

New Breed Applicants (1st time)  
The requirements and procedures for first  
time applicants are virtually unchanged. 
First time applicants must satisfy the criteria 
of either the 12-5-4 form or the New Breed 
Alternative form to qualify to apply for a  
breed on the individual’s first application. The  
new process does clarify that an individual’s 
breeding/owning/exhibiting experience  
with a recognized registry of the AKC may  
be submitted. First time applicants will also  
be required to take the breed exam for each 
breed applied.

No adjustments were made to the following 
items. Details regarding their requirements 
may be found within the Judging Approval 
Process effective September 1, 2015:

•  Best in Show Approval 
•   Eligibility to judge the Miscellaneous 

classes
•  Re-instatement/re-activation of judges 
•   Conformation Group Approval  

(80% policy)
•   Newly recognized breeds (Judges 

approved for the group the breed  
will be added to)

We will not examine any modifications 
regarding Visiting Judges. Those interested in 
the aspect regarding the approval of Visiting 
Judges may do so by reviewing the complete 
Judging Approval Process and the FAQ 
Document on the AKC website. 

Virtually every other component of the 
Board’s policy has been altered, changed or 
tweaked in some manner. We will concentrate 
in dissecting the policy for the remainder of 
this newsletter for the purpose of defining the 
differences and how they will affect you.

http://cdn.akc.org/2015-JAP-for_publication.pdf
http://cdn.akc.org/2015-JAP-for_publication.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/americankennelclub/2015-JAP-for_publication.pdf
http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/JudgesApprovalFAQ.pdf
http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/JudgesApprovalFAQ.pdf
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Contents
~IN THIS ISSUE~

One item that has returned to the 
approval process is the requirement for 

all applicants to take the breed standard 
exam. Prior to March 2012, the final step of 
approval was for the applicant to take the 
exam for the breed(s) recently approved. 
Failure of the exam would result in a delay of 
three months before being added to the list 
of breeds eligible to judge.

All applications received as of September 1, 
2015 must include a completed breed exam 
for each breed applied. Staff will grade 
the exam(s) with the processing of the 
application. The applicant will be notified  
if any exams are failed and the necessity  
to retake the exam. Failure of the exam  
on the second attempt will result in 
automatic denial of the breed. As in the 
past, two or more missed questions or 
missing one disqualification question is 
considered failure.

With the addition of the exam as part 
of the application process comes the 
removal of the exam from the seminars. The 
requirement for attendees of breed seminars 
to take and pass a breed exam to receive 
credit for attending a breed seminar will no 
longer be in effect with the implementation 
of the new policy. Exams taken to receive 
credit for attending a seminar will not be 
applied toward the requirements of the new 
approval process as those exams were both 
shorter in length and not limited by policy to 
pass within two attempts. All breed exams 
are posted on the AKC website and can be 
accessed via the Conformation Judging 
Resource Center.
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The eligibility, criteria, advancement and review of additional breed applicants for all intent and purpose  
has been completely overhauled. In this article, we will summarize the changes associated with these 
topics. Some will require more detailed explanations in subsequent articles found in this issue.

Historically, the AKC has required that a judge be regular status for all current breeds to be eligible to  
apply for additional breeds. With the adoption of the new process, that restriction has been removed.  
As of September 1st, Additional Breed applicants may submit their request for additional breeds at any  
time regardless of current status with the following caveats:

➊    Must have regular status on all breeds granted on original application. (New Breed applicants)

➋    Must meet minimum educational requirements.

➌    May apply for up to the number of breeds to reach the maximum number of permit breeds allowed 
at one time.  

 The minimum educational requirements and number of permit breeds allowed at one time are defined 
by the matrix found on page 2 of the Board’s policy. The requirements and maximum permit breeds are 
defined by the number of complete groups on regular status currently approved to judge by the 
applicant. The premise is that as individuals advance and become more experienced, the educational 
requirements lessen and the number of potential permit breeds increases.  

The Additional 
Breed Applicant

SPECIAL EDITION  •   JUDGING APPROVAL PROCESS  EFFECTIVE  SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

Number of complete groups currently approved: Less than 1 Less than 4 4 or more

Minimum Total CEU’s Required for Regular Breeds 10 8 6

Minimum Total CEU’S Required for Low Entry Breeds 5 3 3

Maximum number of breeds on permit status 
(% of breeds in largest group) 50% 80% 100%
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The policy establishes three groupings. There are 
two benchmarks that will advance judges from 
one category to the next. The groupings are: 

•   Judges approved for less than  
one group.

•   Judges approved for at least one  
but less than four groups.

•   Judges approved for four groups  
or more.

Within each grouping, the requirements to apply 
are separated into regular breeds and low entry 
breeds.  Low entry breeds will require fewer 
educational credits or CEUs as the assumption 
is that educational opportunities are fewer and 
more difficult to obtain. The maximum number 
of permit breeds at one time is based upon the 
percentage of breeds in the largest group (50%, 
80%, 100%).  Currently, that number is 30; as a 
result individuals with less than one complete 
group will be eligible to have up to 15 permit 
breeds at once, less than four groups may have 
up to 24 permit breeds, and four groups or more 
may have up to 30 permit breeds.  

As mentioned above, applicants must meet the 
minimum number of CEUs required to apply 
for breeds. CEUs are obtained by completing 
any of the numerous educational experiences 
defined within the policy. Each experience 
has been assigned a CEU value with each 
category assigned a maximum number of 
CEUs that may be obtained from it. Most of the 
educational opportunities are those that have 
been completed by applicants for years such 
as attending National Specialties, completing 

ringside observations, attending seminars  
and hands-on workshops, having long-term 
mentors, judging experiences, etc. In addition  
to the traditional educational experiences,  
credit may be obtained via Apprentice Training 
(in-ring observations), whelping a litter in the year 
preceding the application and by judging NOHS 
Groups at Events. These new options will be 
expanded upon later in this issue.

Once approved on permit status, the 
requirements to advance to full status have also 
been modified. Regular status may be requested 
once the judge has been assigned a permit breed 
on three occasions. The new policy does not 
include requirements for a minimum number of 
observation reports nor are reports reviewed with 
regular status requests. Judges will continue to 
be observed, and those reports will be reviewed 
when applying for additional breeds. The details 
regarding when judges will be observed are 
covered later in this issue. 

All applicants will continue to be required to 
submit a non-refundable $25 fee for each breed 
requested. However, effective September 1st if a 
breed is denied credit will be assigned for future 
application of the same breed. In essence, the 
fee, while non-refundable, has changed from a 
“processing fee” to a “breed fee.” 

Other modifications to be expanded on later 
include how applications will be reviewed for 
final approval, the role of the Executive Field 
Representative, and application interviews. 

The Additional Breed Applicant  Continued

SPECIAL EDITION  •   JUDGING APPROVAL PROCESS  EFFECTIVE  SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/americankennelclub/Judges/Low-Entry-Breed-List.pdf
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http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/americankennelclub/Judges/Low-Entry-Breed-List.pdf
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Component Educational Units (CEUs)

As mentioned in an earlier article, Additional Breed Applicants will now be required to obtain a  
   minimum number of Component Educational Units (CEUs) to qualify to apply for a breed. The 

number of CEUs required is determined by whether the breed is low entry or not, and the number of 
groups the applicant is currently approved to judge. The policy defines 13 individual categories that 
one may obtain educational credit. Applicants may also submit experiences where a credit value has 
not been defined. Judging Operations will review to determine if credit should be awarded; and if so, 
the appropriate value.

Most of the defined experiences would be described as traditional experiences. Examples are: 
attending a breed’s National Specialty, attending seminars with or without hands-on workshops, 
long-term mentors, kennel visits, judging experiences, etc. In addition to the traditional, the policy 
has assigned credit value for Apprentice Training, judging NOHS groups, judging the breed at 
non-AKC events, phone tutoring for low-entry breeds and breeding a litter in the year preceding 
application. We encourage all prospective applicants to review the description of where CEU credits 
may be received found on pages 5 and 6 of the Judging Approval Process. The remainder of this 
article will expand on the newly defined experiences or those that may not be obvious to all. 

•   Attend a Performance Event – established defined credit for attending a performance event  
(i.e. Field events such as Field Trials or Hunting tests) where the breed is present and competes. 
A maximum of 2 CEU can be earned. 

•   Judge the NOHS Group at Three Events – grants 1 CEU credit for judging any NOHS group at 
three unique events. An additional CEU is earned for each additional three unique events with 
a maximum of 3 CEU that may be earned. Once an event has been submitted in an application 
cycle, it may not be submitted again. An application cycle = the grouping of breeds submitted 
together at one time. 

•   Non-AKC Events –  Judging a breed at a non-AKC event held in or outside of the U.S. will 
receive a total of 3 CEU credits if the entry judged would qualify as a major for “All Other 
Breeds” in any AKC Zone. “All Other Breeds” is the category where 4 dogs judged in either sex 
= a three point major. 

•   Breeding/Exhibiting Experience – 3 CEU credits will be earned if an applicant has bred or 
exhibited four dogs in the applied breed to its Championship, or bred or run four dogs to the 
highest AKC Field Trial Title.  

•   Phone Tutoring – applicants may receive 1 CEU for an at-length phone tutoring session; a 
maximum of 2 credits may be earned. This is available for Low Entry breeds only. The policy 
also states that this will only be accepted “if the Department determines that insufficient educational 
opportunities are available.” 

•   Litter – applicants may receive 1 CEU credit for any breed applied when they have bred and 
raised a litter in the year preceding the application.  

SPECIAL EDITION  •   JUDGING APPROVAL PROCESS  EFFECTIVE  SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

http://cdn.akc.org/2015-JAP-for_publication.pdf
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APPRENTICE TRAINING

One of the additional opportunities provided in the new process for judges who are seeking 
education in breeds is the Apprentice Training.  In many ways this is similar to the In-Ring 

Observations that were available in the past. 
This experience involves a prospective judge (apprentice) observing the judging of a breed in the 
ring with the mentor judge. The apprentice and mentor may discuss the entries discretely during the 
experience. Obviously any discussion should not take place in close proximity to the competitors in 
the class.

Following the judging, the mentor and apprentice must discuss the judging and characteristics of the 
entries. To document the experience, an Apprentice Training Form must be completed and signed 
by both the apprentice and the mentor judge. The mentor judge must certify that the apprentice was 
conversant on breed specific characteristics.  The form should then be maintained and submitted as 
verification of the experience when applying for that breed.

To be accepted on an application for additional breeds the following must have occurred:
•   Apprentice submitted $25 fee to Judging Operations prior to 1st Apprentice Training in breed
•   Apprentice passed breed exam 
•   Breed observed had a major entry in at least one sex
•   Mentor judge meets requirements of the policy

Prospective judges who wish to schedule Apprentice Trainings must make arrangements prior to 
the event with both the Show Chairperson and the Mentor Judge. In addition, a completed bred 
exam and $25 non-refundable fee must be submitted to the Judging Operations prior to the first 
experience in each breed. This must be done to allow sufficient time to receive, grade and provide 
acknowledgement that the fee has been received and the exam was passed. Apprentice Trainings 
submitted with applications that occurred prior to the completion of this requirement will not be 
accepted for CEU credit.

Those who have completed the exam and paid the fee under this aspect will not be required to  
re-take the exam or submit an additional fee when applying for that breed. The exception is if a breed 
standard has been revised since the exam was passed. In those cases the applicant will be required to 
re-take the breed exam. 

Individuals should serve as Mentor Judges only for those breeds approved to judge a minimum of  
12 years or with at least 12 years breeding and/or exhibiting experience. Visiting Judges may also act 
as Mentor Judges where appropriate.

For those interested in making arrangements for Apprentice Training experiences, Judging 
Operations will accept exams and fees beginning August 1, 2015. Apprentice Trainings may not be 
scheduled for events held prior to September 1, 2015.

SPECIAL EDITION  •   JUDGING APPROVAL PROCESS  EFFECTIVE  SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/RingsideObservation.pdf
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The Executive Field Representative

With the inception of the new approval 
process on September 1st, the 

responsibilities of the Executive Field Staff will 
be slightly modified. They will continue to be 
as they have always been; a tremendous asset 
to our judges and event hosting clubs. They 
are the first option at events when one has 
questions or is seeking clarification on AKC 
rules, regulations or policies.

All judging applicants will continue to be 
interviewed by the Field Staff on all applied 
breeds. The policy is clear in stating that 
to gain approval, the applicant must be 
interviewed satisfactorily by an AKC Executive 
Field Representative. A wicket and/or scales 
exam will continue as part of the interview 
when applying for breeds with height or 
weight as a breed standard disqualification 
or condition of class. Judges who have taken 
the applicable exam in the past five years will 
be exempt from this requirement with the 
exception of those who have either received 
a negative report on measuring/weighing 
procedure or failed the exam on the same 
apparatus within the five year period. 

The policy also allows for applicants to use 
pictures and/or refer to the standard to aid 
in their discussion on the applied breeds. It 
is important to understand that applicants 
are expected to come prepared to discuss 
the requested breeds. There is a tremendous 
difference between “referring” to the standard 
and reading from it. In addition, applicants 
may request to be interviewed by a different 
Executive Field Representative (EFR) than the 
one originally scheduled. Interview notices 

will include the name of the assigned EFR. 
Requests to reschedule must be done through 
the Judging Operations Department and 
may result in a delay to the processing of the 
application or additional travel on the part 
of the applicant to attend a show where a 
different EFR will be present.

All judges remain subject to observation by 
the Field Staff regardless of status; however, 
the parameters for those observations have 
changed. There will continue to be two types 
of observations completed; procedural and 
breed. The procedural reports are as they 
have been. The breed reports, formerly titled 
“Breed Evaluations” have been replaced by the 
new “Judges Breed Commentary” report. The 
revised process for conducting breed specific 
observations will be discussed in further detail 
in a later article within this newsletter.

The policy states judges working on their first 
group should expect to be observed on their 
judging procedures and to have Judges Breed 
Commentary (JBC) reports completed. There 
is not a requirement for a minimum number 
of reports to be obtained to qualify for regular 
status on permit breeds. All judges approved 
for less than one complete group on regular 
status should expect to be observed on their 
judging procedures and to have JBC reports 
completed regardless of the status (permit or 
regular) on the breed. Once one has achieved 
regular status in one complete group, the JBC 
reports are no longer completed and judges 
should anticipate periodic observations on 
their judging procedures. 

SPECIAL EDITION  •   JUDGING APPROVAL PROCESS  EFFECTIVE  SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcxSl5Nh0eE
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Judges Breed Commentary Reports

The process and format for breed specific 
observations have been modified by 

the adoption of the new Judging Approval 
Process. As of September 1, 2015, the Judges 
Breed Commentary (JBC) reports will be 
completed only for those judges who are yet 
to be approved for one complete group on 
regular status. For those who the JBC reports 
will apply to, following is the process you 
should expect.
➊   The Executive Field Representative (EFR) 

will inform the judge of the breed or breeds 
they intend to observe that day.

➋   A JBC form will be supplied to the judge for 
each breed to be observed. 

➌   Following the assignment, the judge and 
observing EFR will each complete their own 
JBC form, commenting on the entries in 
breed specific terms and any factors that led 
to their awards.

➍   Judge and EFR will then meet and 
discuss their observations. The focus is on 
recognition on the salient characteristics 
present in the entries, NOT the specific 
placements or awards.

➎   Following the discussion, the judge and EFR 
will provide post discussion comments on 
their respective form. Areas of strength or 
concerns by the EFR emanating from the 
discussion may be noted here. There is no 
“grade” assigned.

➐   The judge and EFR will sign and date 
each form. The EFR will scan both forms 
to be submitted to the Judging Operations 
Department to be made a part of the judge’s 
permanent file. The judge will be provided a 
copy of both completed reports.  

The intent is that this procedure will result 
in a higher level of discussion. Many of the 
restrictions previously applied to breed 
evaluations will be eliminated. As the focus on 
placements is completely removed, the concept 
of an “insufficient entry for evaluation” is 
virtually eliminated. While it is not reasonable 
to expect to have a beneficial experience when 
there is a single entry in a breed, multiple 
entries regardless of how they are distributed 
and which classes they are entered should 
allow for the JBC to be completed as the 
discussion is focused in the recognition of 
breed specific traits. This includes observing 
the Best of Breed/Variety classes. 

Completed JBC reports will not be reviewed 
with requests for regular status as the 
requirement to advance from permit status 
is having being assigned the permit breed on 
three occasions. JBC reports will be reviewed 
by the Department as part of the review when 
one applies for additional breeds. JBC reports 
that express concerns by the observing EFR 
could result in the recommendation of the 
Department that breeds not be awarded. If 
a judge happens to receive a JBC expressing 
concerns, it is recommended that they be 
proactive and request additional JBC reports  
in the same breed. Subsequent reports that 
do not express concerns should address the 
previous report.  

THE STANDARD 9
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Regular Status
Effective September 1, 2015, all judges will fall under the new Judging Approval Process including 

the requirements to advance from permit to regular status. Judges who have been assigned 
a permit breed on three occasions may complete the Regular Status Form and forward it to the 
Judging Operations Department. Notification will be sent that regular status has been granted upon 
confirmation that the requirements have been met.  

This applies to all judges regardless of when or under what system the permit breeds had been 
approved. Please note – this does not apply to Junior Showmanship judges. The assignment and 
report requirements for Junior Showmanship judges to advance to regular status have not changed.  

REMINDERS – Do not forget…
Effective July 1, 2015:
•   The Sussex Spaniel and Chinese Shar-Pei are required to be judged on the ramp in all 

conformation competition associated with AKC conformation dog shows or at which 
AKC conformation titles may be earned. This requirement applies to breed, group, BIS, 
Jr. Showmanship, 4-6 month puppy competition, and the AKC NOHS competition.

•   The Cirneco dell’Etna has been added to the list of breeds eligible to be judged on the 
ramp at the discretion of the judge.  

Effective October 7, 2015:
•   A club offering Junior Showmanship may offer Reserve Best Junior Handler. After the 

judge has awarded the Best Junior Handler, the second place winner from the class 
that the Junior was awarded Best Junior Handler is to return to the ring to compete for 
Reserve Best Junior Handler.

•   A club offering Junior Showmanship must offer Best Junior Handler.

Effective October 8, 2015:
•   All-Breed clubs offering NOHS at their events on or after will now award a Reserve 

Best Owner-Handled in Show just as is done for regular competition.

http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/RequestingRegularStatus.pdf
mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
http://cdn.akc.org/PDF/Table-Ramp_Breed_Clarification_7-1-15.pdf
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Publication and Review of Applications

With the implementation of the new Judging 
Approval Process, the review and final 

approval of judging applications will have major 
changes. First and foremost, the Judges Review 
Committee as currently defined and constructed 
will be disbanded. It will remain intact through 
its October 2015 meeting, as all applications up to 
final review at that point will have been submitted 
under the previous process. 

The policy does define a Board Judges Review 
Committee which will act in a different capacity. 
It will not directly be involved with the review 
of each application for judging approval. That 
duty has been assigned to the Judging Operations 
Department. The Department will review the 
complete application including previous judging 
reports, the interview results, breed exam results 
and comments from the fancy to determine the 
approval of breeds. The judge will be notified of 
those breeds that the Department has approved 
and will immediately be eligible to accept 
assignments in those breeds. 

Breeds which the Department does not recommend 
approval following its review will automatically be 
forwarded to the Board Judges Review Committee, 
which will either concur with Staff’s opinion 
or elect to approve breeds previously denied 
by the Department. If approved, the applicant 
will be notified and immediately be eligible to 
accept assignments. If the Board Judges Review 
Committee concurs with the Department, the 
applicant may either submit an appeal to the Board 
Appeals Committee or reapply for the denied 
breed(s) after six months. Reapplication of any 
previously denied breeds under the new process 
does not require resubmission of the $25 fee. As 
of September 1, 2015 fees submitted are non-
refundable, but will be assigned as credit toward 
future application of the same breed. 

Also new is that judging applicants will now be 
published twice in the Secretary’s page of the 

AKC Gazette. Publishing twice will provide an 
opportunity for the fancy to provide comments 
on judging applicants prior to their approval. 
This is a change as several years ago publication 
was reduced to once to expedite the processing of 
applications.

The initial publication will occur in the first 
available issue of the AKC Gazette following 
receipt of the application by Judging Operations. 
Notice will include the applicant’s name, judge’s 
number, contact information and the list of 
requested breeds and the notice that any comments 
that one may wish to provide to the AKC regarding 
the applicant’s request should be forwarded to 
Judging Operations so that they are received 
within 30 days. 

Any comments that may be received will be 
forwarded to the applicant. If the Department 
should have questions or concerns resulting from 
comments from the Fancy, the applicant will be 
provided an opportunity to respond before any 
further action is considered. The comment period 
will run concurrently with Staff’s processing of 
the application, the scheduling and subsequent 
completion of the interview with the Executive 
Field Representative and the Department’s final 
review. Assuming there is no reason to withhold 
the approval, the applicant is notified of the newly 
approved breeds and the eligibility to accept 
assignments. The website is immediately updated 
and the final publication in the AKC Gazette will be 
in the next available issue following notification.  

Because of the fact that the comment period will 
overlap with application processing, there should 
be no delay as a result of the second publication. 
In fact, we expect that it may take as little as two 
months from the date the application is received 
to notification of the result of the Department’s 
final review, assuming there are no delays due to 
interview scheduling difficulties, failed wicket/
scales exams, etc. 
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Parent Club Requests

When the Board adopted the current approval 
process which became effective March 1, 2012, 

it included three special provisions: 

✓    Recommendations to Advance
✓    Parent Club recommendation that a member 

be approved on permit status  
✓    Parent Club request that a non-approved 

individual judge its specialty

With the adoption of the new Judging Approval 
Process, the ability to recommend advancement to 
a current or prospective judge has been eliminated. 
A moratorium was placed on this option in 2013, 

The steps associated with Parent Club recommendations are:

➊   Parent Club submits the completed form to Judging Operations with a certified copy of the minutes 
from the Board meeting where the club voted to make the recommendation.  

➋   The request is reviewed by the Judging Operations Department.

➌   If all criteria are met, the parent club and requested individual are notified.

➍   Requested member must submit completed procedural, anatomy and breed exams along with a  
$25 non-refundable fee.

➎   Requested member is interviewed by Executive Field Representative including wicket/scales exam 
(if applicable).

➏   All information including interview and exam results reviewed by Judging Operations. If 
satisfactory, individual is notified of approval on permit status and eligibility to accept assignments. 

such that recommendations may be submitted, but 
no invitations would be sent while the moratorium 
was in place. Any invitations previously extended 
and that had not been acted on will become void. 

The ability for Parent Clubs to recommend one 
of its members to be approved on permit status 
has been included in the new process and has not 
been changed excluding the requirement for the 
individual to take and pass the breed exam and that 
the request will be reviewed by the Department. 
Requests from a Parent Club under this provision 
must be submitted to Judging Operations on the 
official AKC form.  

The new process has also maintained the ability for 
a non-approved individual be approved to judge 
a specialty show. What is new is that in addition 
to parent clubs being afforded the opportunity to 
request a non-approved individual be approved 
to judge its National or Regional Specialty, the 
opportunity will now be extended to all specialty 
clubs. This includes, but is not limited to professional 
handlers. Approvals are done on a case-by-case and 
event-by-event basis. Request must be submitted to 
the Judging Operations Department to be reviewed 
by the Department and must be on the official AKC 
Specialty Club Request form available on the AKC 
website. Specialty Club must request in writing to 

the AKC Judging Operations Department for any 
eligible individual to judge their Specialty Show.

•   Individual requested must meet all requirements 
as outlined in the Judging Approval Process.
–   Must be 21 years of age or older.
–   Must be occupational eligible (exception for 

professional handlers).
–   Should be knowledgeable, with success in 

breeding/exhibiting/handling in the breed for 
15 years or more.

•   The Department will review request of the 
Specialty Club.

SPECIAL EDITION  •   JUDGING APPROVAL PROCESS  EFFECTIVE  SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/americankennelclub/Judges/Procedural_Anatomy_Junior_Showmanship_Exams.pdf
http://www.akc.org/events/judges/guides/
http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/Parent_Club_Recommendation.pdf
http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/Parent_Club_Request.pdf
http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/Parent_Club_Request.pdf
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FORMS                      
Attention All Applicants
Effective September 1, 2015 with the implementation of the new Judging Approval Process, all 
applications received on or after this date must meet the requirements of the new policy. This 
includes applications submitted prior to September 1st that were incomplete and have not satisfied 
the requirements of the previous policy.  

Furthermore, all applications and forms received as of September 1, 2015 MUST be submitted on the 
updated forms relative to the type of application (New or Additional Breed). All applicable forms 
can be found on the Conformation Judging Resource Center.  New forms will be dated “September 
2015” or “September 1, 2015” and all forms are now fillable PDFs.  All documents must be signed 
and dated.  Electronic signatures will now be accepted.  Application packets that include unsigned or 
undated forms where required or that are missing required documents will be considered incomplete 
and will not be processed.  

Modifications were approved by the Board 
of Directors at its July 2015 meeting to the 
application processes for Adjunct and Junior 
Showmanship applicants. These revisions  
were made to coordinate the approval and 
review of applications to be consistent with 
the new Judging Approval Process effective 
September 1, 2015.  

The approval and review of Adjunct and 
Junior Showmanship applications will be 
consistent with the procedure described within 
the new process for all applications received 
on or after September 1st. In addition, the 
requirements for regular status for adjunct 
applicants approved on permit status have 
been revised to coincide with the Board’s new 
policy. Adjunct applicants will also be required 
to submit a completed breed exam with their 
application as of September 1, 2015.

Please be advised the regular status 
requirements for Junior Showmanship judges 
HAVE NOT BEEN CHANGED. Junior 
Showmanship judges will continue to be 
required to complete five (5) assignments and 
be observed on at least three occasions on 
their Junior Showmanship procedures before 
submitting a request for regular status. As a 
reminder, status in Junior Showmanship does 
not affect one’s ability to apply for additional 
breeds nor does it count against the number of 
permit breeds allowed at one time. With the 
adoption of the new approval process, current 
judges may submit an application to judge 
junior showmanship at any time as they are 
no longer required to be regular status for all 
current breeds to submit a judging application.     

Adjunct and Junior Showmanship Applications

SPECIAL EDITION  •   JUDGING APPROVAL PROCESS  EFFECTIVE  SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/Adjunct-Application-Procedure.pdf
http://cdn.akc.org/Judges/Junior_Showmanship_Application_Exam.pdf
http://cdn.akc.org/Judges/Junior_Showmanship_Application_Exam.pdf
http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/request_regular_status.pdf
http://www.akc.org/events/conformation-dog-shows/judging-information/
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2015  Advanced Judging Institute

Please be reminded, we will be limiting the number of attendees for the individual breed 
seminars and hands-on workshops.    

AKC/DJAA Advanced Institute Registration form

AKC Institute for Aspiring and Newly Approved Judges and Judging Junior  
Showmanship Registration form

AKC Judges Education Coordinator Symposium Registration form 

Announced in the previous issue of The Standard, the 2015 AKC/DJAA Advanced Institute will be held 
in conjunction with the AKC/Eukanuba National Championship and the Orlando Cluster of Dog Shows, 
offering breed education seminars and hands-on workshops for the Sporting and Toy breeds.

This year’s institute is scheduled to be 
held December 8 -11, 2015 at the Orange 
County Convention Center in Orlando, 
Florida. Once again we will be offering 
FOUR days of seminars and workshops 
(Tuesday - Friday).  Up to five breeds, 
from a combination of Sporting and  
Toy breeds will be scheduled in each 
“time slot.” Attendees could potentially 
attend up to 11 breed seminars and 
workshops and may select from any of 
the breeds offered at a specific time. 
Cost – $425 which includes all materials 
as well as morning and afternoon coffee 
breaks. Lunch will also be provided for 
attendees Tuesday - Friday.

In addition to the breeds offered, we will also be holding an AKC Institute for Aspiring and Newly Approved 
Judges (Thursday) and the AKC Judging Junior Showmanship Seminar (Friday). Attendees may enroll for 
these individually or as part of the Advanced Institute. Also returning this year will be the third installment 
of the JEC Symposium for Judges Education Coordinators from Parent Clubs. This will be held on Friday 
afternoon and open to Parent Club Judges Education Coordinators and Committee members.

Registrations will close on November 25, 2015. Individuals who wish to enroll should complete the 
applicable registration form available on the AKC website and return to Judging Operations. For additional 
information, please contact Kathy Caruana at kac1@akc.org or 919-816-3862.

http://cdn.akc.org/Fillable_Registration_Form.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/americankennelclub/Judges/AKC-Institute-2015.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/americankennelclub/Judges/AKC-Institute-2015.pdf
http://cdn.akc.org/PDF/JEC_Flyer_-_Fillable.pdf
mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=


THE STANDARD 15

N
am

e 
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
A

dd
re

ss
  _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_ 

C
ity

, S
ta

te
, Z

ip
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
 

Te
le

ph
on

e 
#_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_J

ud
ge

s 
# 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 

$8
5.

00

an
d

$2
5.

00

An
at

o

(2
XL

)

 
ac

ke
t

FR
EE

Ba
dg

e!
FR

EE
!)

P
ay

m
en

t M
et

ho
d:

 C
he

ck
 #

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
or

 C
re

di
t C

ar
d 

#_
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

E
X

P
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

P
le

as
e 

al
lo

w
 4

-6
 w

ee
ks

 fo
r d

el
iv

er
y

S
en

d 
to

: K
at

hy
 C

ar
ua

na
  •

  J
ud

gi
ng

 O
pe

ra
tio

ns
  •

  P
O

 B
ox

 9
00

06
2 

 • 
 R

al
ei

gh
, N

C
 2

76
75

-9
06

2 
 • 

 9
19

 -8
16

 -3
86

2 
 • 

 k
ac

1@
ak

c.
or

g 
 • 

 fa
x:

 9
19

 -8
16

 -4
22

5 

 T
H

E
 JU

D
G

E
’ S

 S
T

O
R

E



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

SENIOR EDITOR

Tim Thomas

EDITOR

Ines Maldonado

CONTRIBUTORS

Tim Thomas

PRODUCTION EDITOR

Susan Judge

DESIGNER

Monica Tate

PUBLISHED BY 

The American Kennel Club for 
Approved Conformation and 
Junior Showmanship Judges

The Only Institute Approved by the American Kennel Club to Fulfill the 
Requirement for Judging Applicants Applying After January 1, 2009

PRE-REGISTRATION FOR SEMINAR ENCOURAGED
 Ring Procedure • Evaluating Dogs • The Approval Process

Orlando, FL • Thurs. Dec. 10 
In conjunction with the AKC/Eukanuba National Championship

 AKC/DJAA Advanced Institute for Sporting and Toy Breeds
Orlando, FL • Tues. – Fri., December 8 -11, 2015

 Advanced Judges Institutes

The AKC Institute for Aspiring  
and Newly Approved Judges (“Basic”)

© 2015 The American Kennel Club

Judging Junior Showmanship Seminars
Canfield, OH • Sat. Aug. 1 

In conjunction with the Beaver County Kennel Club Show

Kenner, LA • Sat. Aug. 1 
In conjunction with the Metairie Kennel Club Show

Harrisburg, PA • Sat. Aug. 8 
In conjunction with the Penn Ridge Kennel Club Show

Reno, NV • Sat. Aug. 15 
In conjunction with the Reno Kennel Club Show

Santa Barbara, CA • Sat. Aug. 22 
In conjunction with the Santa Barbara Kennel Club Show

W. Springfield, MA • Sat. Aug. 22 
In conjunction with the Newtown Kennel Club Show

Grass Valley, CA • Sat. Aug. 29  
In conjunction with the Gold Country Kennel Club Show

Raleigh, NC • Sun. Sept. 6  
In conjunction with the Raleigh Kennel Club Show

Arcadia, FL • Sat. Oct. 10 
In conjunction with the Greater Naples DFA Show

Gray Summit, MO • Sat. Oct 17
In conjunction with the German Shepherd Dog Club of America Show

Greenly, CO • Sat. Oct 24
In conjunction with the Buckhorn Valley Kennel Club Show

Kalamazoo, MI • Sat. Nov. 7
In conjunction with the Kalamazoo Kennel Club Show

Columbus, OH • Sat. Nov. 14
In conjunction with the Lima Kennel Club Show 

Tucson, AZ • Sat. Nov. 14
In conjunction with the Tucson Kennel Club Show 

Orlando, FL • Fri. Dec. 11
In conjunction with the AKC/Eukanuba National Championship

To view the complete listing of seminars and download registration forms, Click Here.

http://www.akc.org/clubs/manage/seminars/
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