
You are most likely familiar with the story, The Tortoise and the 
Hare. To refresh your memory, the moral of the story is that 
you can be more successful by doing things slowly and steadily 
rather than by acting quickly and carelessly. “Slow and steady 
wins the race!” Another interpretation is that overconfidence 
that leads to a lackadaisical attitude will often be punished by 
embarrassing failure. You may be asking, why is this relevant?  
The lesson behind Aesop’s fable is one that can be applied to 
judging, or more specifically, the study and pursuit of approval 
of additional breeds.

As the application statistics have displayed, since the implementation of the current Judging 
Approval Process, the number of applications received and thus breeds submitted and approved 
have increased significantly. Generally speaking, Judging Operations has seen approximately triple 
the number of breeds submitted for approval than in the years immediately preceding the policy’s 
effective date. As a result, Judging Operations has reviewed a considerable number of individual 
breed applications in a short time. Based on what has been seen thus far, Judging Operations 
would like to offer a few items for your consideration.

Everyone who is approved to judge breeds by the AKC comes from the sport. There is no way 
around it as experience breeding/owning/exhibiting is a prerequisite for judging approval. This 
equates to every judge personally owning/exhibiting a specific breed or breeds. Naturally, most 
will hold their breeds closest to heart. With this in mind, a recommendation that is offered when 
speaking with judges or presenting one of AKC’s Institutes for Aspiring and Newly Approved 
Judges is to prepare yourself in breeds you wish to judge as you would expect one to prepare 
to judge yours. 

As exhibitors, we all encountered experiences showing under judges and wondering how in the 
world s/he was approved to judge my breed. Why would the expectation be any less for you? If 
you agree, then your expectation is that study of a breed will occur over time and being prepared 
is not a result of one weekend’s effort. Your focus should always be on educating yourself until 
you are comfortable and confident that you are prepared to judge that breed. Obtaining the 
minimum number of CEU credits to be eligible to apply does not necessarily equate to being 
sufficiently prepared to judge it.    

The current approval process removed many of the perceived barriers for applying for breeds. 
Including permitting judges to apply while on permit status, increasing the number of permit 
breeds one may have at a time, and reducing the requirements for regular status to being assigned 
a breed on three occasions. While there is greater opportunity to advance, it does not mean that it 
is a sprint to the end.

In the end, it is your credibility at stake as you stand in the center of the ring. You may be  
judging the dogs, but the exhibitors and bystanders are judging you. What is observed affects  
their determination if you are worthy of entering under again or hiring to judge their event. 
Whether a failure to recognize the salient characteristics of a breed, an absence of understanding 
breed specific examination or just simply making head scratching decisions, they all have an 
impact which can be traced back to your preparation. So the decision is yours, are you a  
Tortoise or a Hare?

Judging Operations Department
8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100
Raleigh, NC 27617-3390
(919) 816-3639
judgingops@akc.org
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Apprentice  
Training

Continued on page 3

The adoption of the current Judging Approval Process brought the return of in-ring 
experiences for prospective judges now titled as “Apprentice Trainings.” In many ways 
they parallel the previous In-Ring Observations that were available in the past as 

educational experiences. Many of our veteran judges may recall that while most 
felt that the in-ring experience was of great value, they were unfortunately 

removed as an option primarily due to abuse of the system. By 
reintroducing this opportunity, the hope was that individuals would 

honor the intent and follow the requirements without issue. 
Nine months into implementation, that has largely been the 
case. However, there have been on occasion some incidents 
that bring reason for concern.

First, due to concerns raised from clubs and 
exhibitors pertaining to the identification of the 

Apprentices in the ring, Judging Operations has created 
stickers to be worn by Apprentice Judges while observing in-ring. 

The stickers have been distributed to the Executive Field Staff. Effectively 
immediate, Apprentice Judges are expected to check in with the Executive 

Field Representative in attendance to (1) obtain a sticker to be worn, (2) advise of 
the Judges/breeds you are observing so they are aware if questions are brought to them, and (3) review the 
process and expectations for completing the experience as well as answer any questions you may have. 
In addition to the use of stickers, to quell any trends that may be developing so that this excellent 
opportunity can be presented, please review the following points.

❏   Before completing Apprentice Trainings in a 
breed, the following items must be completed 
to be accepted on an application for additional 
breeds:   

 1.  Apprentice submitted $25 fee to Judging 
Operations prior to first Apprentice Training 
in breed

 2.  Apprentice passed breed exam 
 3.  Breed observed had a major entry in at least 

one sex
 4.  Mentor judge meets requirements of the 

policy

❏   The Apprentice Judge must receive the approval 
of the Show Chairperson and the mentor Judge 
prior to the event. If your request involves a 
designated specialty (held in-conjunction with 
all-breed show), it is recommended that approval 
of the Specialty Chair is received. While the 
Chairperson for the all-breed show has the 
final call in the end, it would be wise that they 
consider the opinion of the specialty chair as it 
would impact their specialty show.  

❏   Mentor Judges must have at least 12 years 
breeding and/or exhibiting experience in that 
breed or have been approved to judge that breed 
for at least 12 years to be accepted for credit. It is 
permissible for Visiting Judges to act as Mentor 
Judges, but should only be in breeds where 
appropriate. Simply stated, in breeds where the 
Visiting Judge is considered an expert.  

❏   There must be a major entry. This should not be 
interpreted as a major entered, that implodes 
is acceptable or you are only required to be in 
the ring while the major is being judged. Your 
motivation should be to complete an experience 
of value and quality, not to simply meet the 
minimum requirements for it to be accepted.  

❏   The Apprentice and Mentor may discuss 
the entries discretely during the experience. 
Any discussion should not take place in close 
proximity such that it is heard by the competitors 
in the class or spectators outside of the ring.
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Apprentice  
Training

❏   Following the judging, the mentor and 
apprentice must discuss the judging and 
characteristics of the entries. To document 
the experience, an Apprentice Training 
Form must be completed and signed by 
both the Apprentice and the Mentor Judge. 
The Mentor judge must certify that the 
apprentice was conversant on breed specific 
characteristics. The form should then be 
maintained and submitted as verification of 
the experience when applying for that breed. 

❏   When scheduling Apprentice Trainings, be 
considerate of the Mentor Judge’s time and 
obligations. You should limit yourself to the 
number of breeds/time Apprenticing on the 
day. Hours on end not only will affect the 
Mentor Judge’s ring, but will also impact the 
ability to complete the required discussion 
and forms post assignment in the manner 
intended for any breed observed.   

One last item as a reminder… those who have 
completed the exam and paid the fee under 
this aspect are not required to re-take the exam 
or submit an additional fee when applying for 
that breed. The lone exception will be if a breed 
standard has been revised since the exam was 
passed. In those cases, the applicant will be 
required to re-take the breed exam. 

Continued from page 2
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Some judges have trouble with the Doberman mouth. The Doberman has 42 correctly 
placed teeth. Correctly placed teeth mesh like pinking shears. Disqualify four more 
missing teeth and more than 3/16" under shot and 1/4" overshot.  

AKC asks that the handler show the mouth. The DPCA Judge’s Education committee wants you to use the following 
method in viewing our dog’s mouths. First, view the incisors with the mouth closed to view the scissors bite, then 
count teeth, six upper and six lower incisors. Note that missing incisors do not leave a space so you need to count 
them. With the mouth closed, you can see the correct scissors bite. 

Then ask the handler to show the sides, look at each side with the mouth closed. Lift the lips on one side and see if 
the teeth mesh or have a gap from top to bottom. Occlusion is becoming a problem. We see many Dobes with teeth 
that do not mesh. You can see this on the sides of the mouth when it is closed. Handlers, in their quest to be helpful, 
make it impossible to see occlusion. Most handlers show the teeth like an alligator with the mouth wide open. Of 
course, you can’t see side occlusion that way.

At the same time you view occlusion, you can see the premolars and see 
if there are any missing. There should be four premolars upper and lower. 
Many Dobermans have extra first premolars, so be aware. In addition, an 
extra tooth does not make up for a missing tooth somewhere else. We ask 
for 42 correctly placed teeth. Premolars leave a space if they are missing. 
The third and fourth premolars leave a big hole. A missing premolar is only 
one missing tooth, no matter how big the hole. 

Then ask the handler to open the mouth to view the molars. All you are 
looking for are the molars. There are two upper molars and three lower 
molars. The small last molars are a frequent site of missing teeth, so you 
must open the mouth to observe. The small last molars are also a site of 
extra teeth.

You cannot check for the teeth disqualification without opening the 
mouth and viewing the small back molars. Remember the Doberman 
has 42 correctly placed teeth. Correctly placed teeth mesh like pinking 
shears. Disqualify for four more missing teeth and more than 3/16"  
under shot and 1 /4" overshot. Evaluate the occlusion to the extent  
of the deviation. 

The Doberman is a working dog who uses his mouth therefore; you  
must know how to evaluate it. The procedure is front, side, side, open. 
“Please show me the front incisors (six upper and lower). With mouth 
closed show each side to see the four premolars and then please  
open the mouth so I can see the molars (two upper and three lower).” 
You can view the procedure on You Tube in the seven minute video,  
“How to Judge the Doberman,” or click this link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXat1Hog7nI   

If you are having trouble with the Doberman, mouth just let us know and 
we will help you further.

Faye Strauss, DPCA JEC Chair

Committee: Pam DeHetre, Pat Hastings, Bob Vandiver, George Marquis

Vicki Harris, Executive assistant

The Doberman Mouth

http://www.dpca.org/
http://www.dpca.org/
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Traditionally Judging Operations will not comment 
on opinions or statements in publications or made 
online. However, there was one item that appeared 
in one of the dog publications that warrants 
discussing further. Concerns were recently 
expressed that individuals who may be mentoring 
in breeds are promoting their own dogs and/or 
denigrating competitor’s dogs. While there is no 
doubt that this does occur, and in many ways is 
impossible to prevent, we can address how you as 
the mentee should handle this situation if it should 
arise.
First and foremost, it is not acceptable and should 
never be tolerated. Mentors are to be unbiased 
and focus on identification and recognition of the 
desired characteristics of that breed. Those who 
have respect for the process and are concerned 
about more than simply getting their form signed 
will walk away and inform Judging Operations of 
the individual’s conduct as well as the parent club 
if the mentor was parent club approved.
The crux of the issue essentially comes down to 
whether the prospective judge (mentee) seeks 
mentors who truly are qualified to educate one 
on the finer points of a breed, or are they simply 
seeking someone that will satisfy the criteria to 
be accepted. We should always strive to find the 
breed expert, not simply someone who has owned 
or shown the breed for the prerequisite minimum 
number of years.
Your first stop should always be the parent club.  
Contact the breed’s Judges Education Coordinator 
(JEC) or refer to the approved mentor list that may 
be posted on its website. The AKC also publishes 
approved mentor list ,when provided. These can 
be found on the Standards, Study Guides, Mentors, 
Breed Exams page which can be accessed from the 
Conformation Judging Resource Center. You are 
also welcome and encouraged to seek qualified, 
knowledgeable breeders/exhibitors that meet 
AKC’s minimum criteria of 12 years in that breed. 

M 
&

entors

M entoring
Judges approved for a breed a minimum of 12 years 
may be mentors as well. Remember though, meeting 
the 12 year minimum in any of the categories does 
not automatically classify one as a breed expert.
Experiences that may be completed with those who 
qualify as mentors include tutoring sessions, kennel 
visits, ringside observations and of course, as a long-
term mentor. As a side note, a long-term mentor 
is defined as one that you have had an ongoing 
mentoring relationship in a breed. Someone who has 
agreed to speak with you in the future if you should 
have questions, would not qualify as a long-term 
mentor such that credit would be granted on an 
application for that breed.

•  Mentor – long-term/on-going relationship 
with qualified individual over time 

•  Tutor – at length, in depth discussion 
on breed to include going over multiple 
examples of breed with a qualified individual 

•  Kennel Visit – spending time at the 
kennel with a qualified exhibitor/breeder 
in that breed, speaking in length on its 
characteristics, examining many dogs and 
possibly viewing litters 

For CEU credit to be assigned for any of the above, 
the experience must have taken place prior to 
submission of the application. Indicating that one 
has agreed to mentor you in a breed moving forward 
does not speak on your preparation to be approved 
for the breed today. 
A final thought…As the saying goes, “you get 
out of it what you put in it.” The effort you invest 
in preparation to judge breeds will be evident 
in your judging if and when you are approved. 
Seek multiple qualified breeders/exhibitors and, 
when appropriate, judges to mentor under in the 
breeds that you wish to judge. The perspectives 
from multiple sources will help formulate a greater 
comprehension of a breed and what defines it. Many 
times, breeders cannot agree on priorities within 
their own breed. That does not make one necessarily 
right or wrong as it is their interpretation. Education 
from multiple sources helps prevent one from 
becoming kennel-blind and favoring one particular 
style in a breed. Always be open minded and 
consider alternate opinions and viewpoints.

http://www.akc.org/events/judges/guides/
http://www.akc.org/events/judges/guides/


 THE STANDARD6

PUMI Reminder 
The Pumi will be accepted into the Herding Group and eligible for competition in regular breed classes on 
July 1, 2016.

Notification was sent to all Herding group judges to take the applicable exam to maintain group status in 
October 2015. Judges approved for all breeds within this group and who successfully completed the exam 
and submitted the $25 processing fee have already received approval to judge the Pumi at shows held after 
July 1, 2016.

Additional breed applications submitted for the balance of the Herding Group received  
prior to Ju1y, 1 2016 will be required to be interviewed, submit the breed standard exam prior  
to the interview and a payment of $25 on this breed. Applicants, who fail the interview by  
the Executive Field Representative will not be approved to judge the Pumi and as a result, 
regardless of the Departments’ decision on the balance of the group applied, will not be  
approved to judge the Herding Group.

AKC approved judges who can demonstrate significant background in the breed may apply  
to judge under the Adjunct System. Examples of “significant background” would be:

•  Experience in owning, breeding, exhibiting and/or handling the breed. 
•  Background in judging multiple events with a significant number of entries.

Individuals wishing to apply using the Adjunct Method must submit an application,  
breed standard exam and a $25 processing fee. Applications will be accepted between  
January 1, 2016 and June 30, 2016. Those who miss the deadline must apply under  
the current system.  

Application, procedure, procedural and anatomy exams can be found on the AKC website or you 
may contact Judging Operation at 919-816-3862. All exams need to be submitted with application.

The Board of Directors at its April 2016 meeting voted unanimously to prohibit a judge from judging 
the same NOHS group on the same weekend or at the same cluster or circuit and back-to-back 
shows. This action resulted from concerns raised by participants in the AKC National Owner 
Handled Series over events that were not following the competition’s best practices and assigning 
a judge to the same NOHS group multiple times over the same weekend, cluster or circuit.

While most would conclude that common sense should have prevented this from occurring, 
whether due to lack of communication by the event chair notifying the judge of the NOHS group 
assignment or lack of communication amongst event chairs on the same weekend, it was 
happening much too frequently.  

The effective date is yet to be determined as the only means to ensure it does not occur moving 
forward is to complete programming such that it will not approve the NOHS assignment due to 
conflict. Premium list deadline will also have to be factored when establishing the effective date.

In the meantime, we ask our judges to be cognizant of these assignments. If asked to judge the 
same NOHS group or NOHS BIS over a weekend, circuit or cluster, decline the request. The same 
consideration should also be given if asked to judge both the regular group and the NOHS group 
(i.e. regular Working and NOHS Working) on the same day as assigning the same judge to both 
group competitions also is not consistent with the Best Practices.  

Judging NOHS Groups

http://www.akc.org/events/judges/guides/
http://pumiclub.org/
http://www.akc.org/events/nohs/best-practices/
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We ask that you provide at least 4 weekends that you will be available. Please note – this is unique 
weekends not four days from the same cluster. We will always try to schedule your interview at the 
earliest date. On occasion, a requested date may not be available due to lack of field staff coverage 
or it is unavailable due to previously arranged interviews for other applicants.  

You may list shows as soon as 2-3 weeks from the date of submission, but please understand due to 
the current volume of applications received it is quite likely those dates will not be feasible. 

You may not request a specific Executive Field Representative (EFR) to conduct your interview. 
The EFR assigned to your interview will be solely based on who is assigned the show you indicated 
you would be available to be interviewed. 

You are permitted to request a different EFR for your interview. The letter notifying you of the 
show and date of your interview will include the name of the assigned EFR. If for some reason you 
wish to be interviewed by another member of the Executive Field Staff, you should immediately 
contact Judging Operations to inform the department of this request. We will schedule your 
interview at the next available show where a different EFR is assigned. Please understand these 
request may result in a delay in your application due to available or the requirement for additional 
travel on your part. 

You should avoid listing interview dates at shows where you are assigned to judge, especially if you 
expect a significant entry. Your interviews are scheduled based on the dates you provide. Judging 
Operations does not vet your upcoming assignments. If your assignment prevents there being 
sufficient time to complete the interview, you will need to contact Judging Operations to provide 
new dates. It is important to understand the assigned EFR has many responsibilities at the show. 
They will do their best to juggle their obligations, but if circumstance arise beyond their control or 
you leave a limited window because of the number of breeds/groups you are scheduled to judge, it 
is likely the interview will not be able to be conducted. 

 Interviews may be scheduled in the Raleigh office on request. The specific dates and times 
available are based on Staff availability.  

 You will be interviewed on all requested breeds. For each breed you will be expected to discuss 
items such as the salient characteristics of the breed, any applicable standard disqualifications, 
and breed specific examination. You are permitted to refer to the breed standard and pictures. 
Understand “refer to” and “read from” are two very different concepts. Pictures should not  
have notes. 

A wicket and/or scales exam is required when applying for breed(s) with height and/or weight 
as a disqualification or condition of class. Those who have successfully been tested on the same 
apparatus in the preceding five years WITHOUT a failed exam or negative report on that apparatus 
during the five year period will be exempt from the applicable test. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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When submitting potential dates on your judging application for  
your interview to be scheduled, please be mindful of several things:

Additional information concerning applicant interviews can be found in the current Judging Approval 
Process and in recent issues of The Standard.  

Applicant Interviews

http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/Judging-Approval-Process.pdf?_ga=1.179094628.1964730290.1454705737
http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/Judging-Approval-Process.pdf?_ga=1.179094628.1964730290.1454705737
http://www.akc.org/events/judges/newsletter/
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“FTR”Chapter 14 Section 1 of 
the Rules Applying to Dog Shows 
states that dogs must continue 

to compete in all competition in its breed or variety 
for which it is entered or becomes eligible. Following 
our Rules, this means all dogs eligible for Winners 
and Reserve Winners must be called into the ring 
and must return to compete. If a dog fails to return 
for a class in which it is required to compete, select 
from those dogs which are assembled in the ring. 
Following proper procedure, you should then mark 
your judge’s book “FTR” or “Failed to Return” by 
the appropriate armband number. It is not to be 
marked absent. There are several reasons why this is 
important and often overlooked.

As a past exhibitor, I would always take copious 
notes in my AKC Gazette on how a judge placed 
an entry in my breed. Established exhibitors and 
breeders who know pedigrees throughout the 
country have a good idea if a judge will consider 
their style of dog. There were several times I 
wondered how they could find such a good Winners 
and then come up with that Reserve. I would so 
note it, giving me reservation on whether I would 
commit to giving them a future entry. It was not 
until I started this job that I realized that it may 
have been a mistake. Let me explain. If you as a 
judge do not mark in your book an “FTR” and you 

are only left with, say, poorer quality entries from 
which to choose, we as exhibitors do not know the 
second place dog (who was also of good quality) 
wasn’t chosen because it was “FTR.” Perception 
is a powerful impression on what an individual 
senses. By not following our Rules, you may give the 
perception of not truly understanding a breed, just 
because you failed to mark “FTR.”

In addition, in Rules Chapter 7, Sec. 12, an 
experienced judge is expected to judge at least 25 
dogs per hour. You are never to delay your judging 
at the request of an exhibitor. It is their responsibility 
to pay attention to the breed they are exhibiting. Of 
course, there are situations that might arise, but to 
wait a long period of time for an exhibitor to return is 
not allowed. 

When you have called in your second place dog 
and it is not present allow the steward to make a 
second call. If they do not return, choose from the 
assembled group. Never mark that dog absent. This 
dog was NOT absent it “FTR”! If you mark it absent, 
it will not count for the entry and that is not fair to 
the others that are competing.

Following our rules not only makes you look and 
be proficient, it allows the exhibitors who are paying 
attention to understand your true knowledge of the 
breed and the sport.

By Sandy D’Andrea, AKC Executive Field Representative

There have been several recent updates regarding ramp eligible breeds based on requests received from 
parent clubs. The Table-Ramp List posted on the AKC website has been updated to reflect the following:

•  The Finnish Spitz has been added to the list of ramp optional breeds. Effective July 5, 2016 the breed 
may be judged on the floor or the ramp at the discretion of the judge.

•  The Cardigan Welsh Corgi has been removed from the list of breeds eligible to be judged on the ramp 
at the discretion of the judge and effective July 5, 2016 may only be judged on the table. 

•  The Spanish Water Dog has been added to the list of ramp optional breeds. Effective July 5, 2016 the 
breed may be judged on the floor or the ramp at the discretion of the judge.

Please be reminded that by July 1, 2016 all Superintendents and Show Secretaries are required to include the 
appropriate place to individually examine the breed being judged in the judge’s book on the individual breed 
pages. Breeds judged solely on the ground will not be required to be identified as such.
While this information will now be included in your judge’s book, judges should not absolve themselves 
of the obligation to be familiar with where breeds may be examined. This knowledge will be necessary for 
individuals approved to judge Groups, Best in Show and Junior Showmanship; as well as those asked to 
judge special attraction groups as that information will not be included on the pages for these competitions 
since they involve multiple breeds.

Table-Ramp List

FTR

http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/table_breeds.pdf?_ga=1.259977034.1964730290.1454705737
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Plans are already feverishly in the works for the 2016 
AKC/DJAA Advanced Institute held in-conjunction with 
the AKC National Championship and the Orlando Cluster 
of Dog Shows in December 2016. Once again, we will be 
offering breed education in TWO GROUPS! This year, we 
will be providing seminars and hands-on workshops for 
the Terrier and Non-Sporting breeds.

The AKC/DJAA Advanced Institute will be held December 
13-16, 2016 at the Orange County Convention Center in 
Orlando, Florida. The schedule for 2016’s event will mirror 
that of the previous year with FOUR days of seminars and 
workshops (Tuesday – Friday). Up to five breeds, from a 
combination of Terrier and Non-Sporting breeds will be 
scheduled in each “time slot.” Attendees may select from 
any of the breeds offered at a particular time.

Individuals could potentially attend up to 11 breed seminars 
and workshops. Information including a registration form 
will be posted on the AKC website as soon as it is finalized. 

The cost is $425 to include all materials as well as morning 
and afternoon coffee breaks. Lunch will also be provided 
for attendees Tuesday – Friday.

In addition to the breeds offered, attendees will also 
have the option to attend a Judging Junior Showmanship 
seminar. Also making its return this year with the 
presentation of the Terrier breeds will be a presentation on 
Terrier coats and sparring.

Please be reminded, in the best interest of the dogs, we 
will be limiting the number of attendees for the individual 
seminars and hands-on workshops. The exact number 
for each breed will be based on consultation with the 
individual presenters. If the limit for a breed is reached, 
individuals may have the option to enroll in the seminar 
portion only.

For additional information, please contact Kathy Caruana 
at kac1@akc.org or 919-816-3862.

2016 Advanced Judging Institute

For your own security, you should never 
forward credit card information to Judging 
Operations via email as it is not a secure 
method. If you are planning on emailing 
an application for any item with a fee 
(application or other), please call the office 
to provide your credit card number for 
payment. You may include credit card 
information when sending applications  
or exams by fax as it is a secure method  
and is recommended.  

Staples: We ask that you do not use staples 
when submitting paperwork via mail/

hard copy. When your application arrives, 
the Department must remove all staples 
and paperclips. In addition, while we 
appreciate the effort many make by placing 
applications in notebooks, binders and 
slipcovers; when your beautiful application 
arrives, everything is removed into one stack 
of paper. We are simply trying to save you 
time and effort.

If you have any questions with either of 
the above items, please contact Judging 
Operations at judgingops@akc.org.

Reminders…
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The current breed standard for 
the Tibetan Mastiff took effect as 
of February 29, 2012. Although 
there were numerous changes 
to the previous Tibetan Mastiff 
standard, most were more in 
the nature of clarification than 
actual changes. However, there 
were three important changes 
that involve disqualifications. 
One of which was a color 
disqualification, of which ATMA 
would like judges to be aware.*

The only acceptable colors are: 
black, brown and blue/grey, all 
with or without tan markings (the 
tan markings may range from a 
light silver to a rich mahogany), 
and shades of gold, ranging from 
pure gold to a rich red gold. 

All coat colors and markings 
other than those specifically 
described are disqualified. 

These include white and cream 
as well as colors that are unlikely 
to be seen, such as wolf sable, 
brindle and particolors. In 
addition, sabling on gold dogs is 
acceptable, other than sabling in 
a saddle marked color pattern, 
which is a disqualification. 
Small white markings on the 
chest and feet, but nowhere 
else, are acceptable (and very 
characteristic). 

A Tibetan Mastiff that is white 
or cream is to be disqualified, 
regardless of the color of its 
nose leather. The standard 
does not contain a provision 
where an otherwise disqualified 
color is permissible based on 
pigmentation. A Tibetan Mastiff 
that is a very pale gold or very 
pale gold sable, is completely 
acceptable.

A Tibetan Mastiff that is gold or 
gold sable with tan (usually a 
very pale tan/cream) markings 
anywhere (other than the 
white markings on chest and 
feet mentioned above) is to be 
disqualified.

The Board of the American 
Tibetan Mastiff Association very 
much hopes that each of you 
who is approved to judge the 
Tibetan Mastiff, as well as anyone 
interested in the breed, will take 
a few minutes to look at the 
pictures in the judges study guide 
that is available on the AKC web 
site, to see examples of accepted 
and disqualified colors.

* The other two disqualifications are: 

under/over shot bite, and less than  

25" (dogs)/23" (bitches) and over  

18 months old. 

The Tibetan Mastiff
Coat Colors and  
Coat Color Disqualification

http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/
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The Judging Approval Process adopted by the Board and 
effective September 1, 2015 included the following option for 
those seeking educational experienced in Low Entry Breeds 
(page 6):  

12.  With respect to a Low Entry Breed only, an at length 
phone tutoring session with a breed expert will be 
accepted if the Department determines that insufficient 
educational opportunities are available–2 CEU.

Thus far, there have been many applicatns who have 
mininterpreted this option. First, if you inspect what it actually 
states, it should be clear that this option is not automatically 
acceptable for CEU credit when applying for Low Entry 
breeds. Low Entry DOES NOT necessarily equal low 
opportunity. In general, this should be approached as a last 
resort and not a “go-to” for Low Entry Breeds. A reasonable 
effort should be made to obtain live, hands-on education first.
The next area of confusion lies with who it is acceptable to 
tutor with over the phone. It specifically defines a “breed 
expert.” The guidelines for acceptable mentors in other areas 
such as ringside observations and long-term mentors do not 
apply. In other words, an individual who is simply approved 
to judge that breed is not acceptable as a phone tutor unless 
they are an expert (extensive personal experience) in that 

breed. This should not be an issue as there are no geographic 
boundaries. You can use the parent club mentor list as a 
reference to find acceptable mentors or contact the parent club 
Judges Education Coordinator directly.
If completing a phone tutoring experience, the expectation  
is that you have an at-length discussion on the finer points 
of the breed including breed specific examinations and 
prioritization. The discussion is to be centered on judging the 
breed at AKC Conformation shows. Discussion predominately 
covering peripheral subject matter will not be accepted for 
credit nor will those with unqualified mentors or conversations 
short in length.  
You are expected to document the experience to submit with 
your application for that breed. The documentation should 
include the mentor’s name and contact information, date, 
length of discussion, and an overview of what was discussed. 
Ideally, it will also include confirmation from the mentor 
which could be provided by either a completed and signed 
mentor/tutor form or an email. 
If you are unsure as to whether a specific Low Entry Breed 
would fall under the category of acceptable for phone tutoring, 
or on any other matter concerning the application process, do 
not hesitate to contact the Judging Operations Department. 

Phone Tutoring

Please review the information below taken from the August 25, 
2016 email sent to all Conformation Judges. It should assist you 
in completing your application for additional breeds and answer 
questions pertaining to documentation to be included with  
your application.  
Judging Operations has fielded many questions concerning 
which special attraction events may be utilized as experience 
toward CEU credit under provision #8 – “judging a breed three 
times cumulatively.” Please be advised the complete list has been 
added to the Additional Breed application kit available on the 
AKC website and can be found on page 4 of the kit.
When compiling documentation to verify experiences listed on 
your additional breed applications, following are a few hints  
that should assist you and make the process a little simpler:
•  Judging Operations will have on file seminars and workshops 

you have attended and where the presenter/host has 
forwarded the attendance sheet to the AKC. If you feel 
confident that the host did forward this information to the 
AKC as we request, you do not need to include copies of 
certificates with your application. We will contact you for 
verification of any seminar not in our system. If you are 
unsure, including a copy will prevent any delay in processing.

•  We should have record of any seminar attended from March 
2012 to now as the policy in place at that time required passing 
a breed exam to receive credit for attending.

•   Some experiences such as litters bred, miscellaneous breeds 
assignments, replacement assignments, bred/exhibited four 
dogs to championship, etc. can be easily verified in AKC’s 
system and including documentation with your application 
is not necessary. Examples of assignments which cannot be 
verified in our system would be special attraction groups (BBE, 
Puppy, Veteran), Matches and most sweepstakes and futurities 
(documentation for these would be recommended).

•  Some NOHS group assignments will appear in judge’s 
records as clubs are now required to submit the NOHS group 
judges for publication. However, NOHS assignments that 
preceded the current requirement will not be included in AKC 
records, and therefore we do recommend that you include 
documentation for these.

•  It is not necessary to send multiple copies of the same 
document. We do ask that you only include one copy of 
verification that pertains to multiple breeds with your 
additional breed application. Examples would include a 
seminar certificate that lists multiple breeds, a judge’s tear 
sheet for a special attraction group, etc.

We do hope you will find this information of assistance.  
As always, Judging Operations is available to answer any 
question you may have regarding applications for judging 
approval or judging at AKC events.

To All Additional Breed Applicants

http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/Judging-Approval-Process.pdf?_ga=1.260350925.1964730290.1454705737
http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/2016_Notice_-_Low_Entry_Breed_List.pdf?_ga=1.213224276.1964730290.1454705737
http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/2016_Notice_-_Low_Entry_Breed_List.pdf?_ga=1.213224276.1964730290.1454705737
mailto:judgingops@akc.org
http://emessage.akc.org/XvM0rpL0B000FP1F002gQ30
mailto:judgingops@akc.org
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The American Kennel Club (AKC) is working on an 
exciting new online education program for Dog Show 
Judges, Breeders, Trainers, Stewards, and Dog Owners. 
The program will provide a lot of useful information on 
topics from whelping litters to the application of behavioral 
science in dog training to the basics of grooming to the 
characteristics of each individual dog breed, and more! 

Additionally, it will make the learning, certification, and 
approval process more efficient as this new education 
program can be used on any device with internet access 
anytime and anywhere. 

You may be familiar with AKC Canine College pilot 
program that existed a few years ago. This online education 
program will offer even more!

The AKC online education platform’s features will include:

• self-paced education opportunities, 
• immediate feedback on online exams, 
• an online application process, 
• optional webinars facilitated by breed experts,
• secure payment, and
• an eportfolio.

The eportfolio is an online storage area that will allow 
every judge to upload, organize, and maintain their record 
of experiences. The contents of the eportfolio can be shared 
with the Judges Operations Department with the click of 
a button, no longer requiring faxing, traditional mailing, 
or emailing when sending records of experience when 
applying to judge.

Most importantly, judges will have the opportunity to 
educate themselves with rigorous, engaging breed-specific 
courses developed by Instructional Designers, informed 
by Parent Clubs, and aligned to breed standards. [Note: 
These self-paced courses are not meant to replace hands-
on education, which is paramount to the success of every 
judge.]

It is also planned to develop online courses on Canine 
Anatomy, Measuring and Weighing, Judging Junior 
Showmanship, and the Basic in the future.

All judges will be added to the AKC online education 
platform prior to launch. An email address is required. If 
you do not have an email address on file, or would prefer a 
different email address be used, please go to http://tinyurl.
com/akconlineto provide your preferred email address.

While the AKC online education platform will have a lot to 
offer judges, it will also be a place of learning for Breeders, 
Groomers, and CGC Trainers – just to name a few.  Stay 
tuned for future updates! 

AKC 
Online 
Education 
Platform

Self-paced Education 
Opportunities 

Immediate Feedback  
on Online Exams

Online Application  
Process

Optional Webinars  
Facilitated by  
Breed Experts

Secure Payment

Eportfolio



On occasion, Judging Operations will receive a question from an exhibitor asking if it is 
permissible to carry a letter from the veterinarian to provide to the judge. Recently, the 

frequency of this question seems to have increased, as well as questions from judges as to 
how to properly handle it. Most often these questions relate to dogs with scars or missing/
broken teeth, but recent inquiries have also included the desire to provide the results of 
DNA testing.

While there is nothing to prevent or prohibit an exhibitor from coming to a show with a 
letter from their veterinarian in hand, inspection of AKC Rules provides a very clear and 
distinct answer for the judge as to how to handle it properly. In addition to Chapter 7 
Section 15 of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows assigning the judge full discretionary power 
in the determination of awards, the following Chapters and Sections specifically prohibit the 
consultation of the veterinarian in the judging process.

Chapter 11 Section 8 – Judges may not seek the opinion of the Veterinarian to 
determine if a dog is blind, deaf, castrated, spayed or changed in appearance by 
artificial means.

Chapter 11 Section 8B – Judges shall not obtain the opinion of the show 
veterinarian to determine lameness.

Chapter 15 Section 2 – Judges shall not obtain the opinion of the veterinarian in 
regard to an exhibitor protest alleging that a dog is ineligible to compete. (Under 
CH 11, Sect. 8 or 8C; CH 14, Sect. 3, 4, or 6; due to a breed standard disqualification 
or condition of class)

A letter from a veterinarian would be considered the same as consulting with a veterinarian 
on the day. As the judge, the determination of awards or whether to withhold/excuse is 
solely yours. The contents of a letter cannot and should not ever be considered. Better yet, 
you should never read the content of the letter as it is likely to include the name of the 
owner and name of the dog which would be considered information from the catalog of 
which you are not privy to.

It is your responsibility to evaluate the entry, and make your determination based on the 
assimilation of the attributes of the exhibit. You alone determine the awards and whether 
or not the entry presents a breed standard or Rules disqualification, a condition that would 
render it ineligible for the class, or if it is lame. For conditions that viewed as “deviations 
from standard,” you determine the weight of the deviation and how to prioritize.

If an exhibitor says they have a letter from their veterinarian, you should respectfully inform 
them that you cannot consider its contents in your judging and if they have questions, direct 
them to the AKC Executive Field Representative in attendance at the event. 

“I have a letter from my Vet…”
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By Mary Dukes, AKC Executive Field RepresentativeFOCUSING
ON CUSTOMER 
SERVICE 
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Give the best experience possible. 

✓   Be kind, it doesn’t cost a thing.
✓   Take time with new or nervous exhibitors and 

puppies.
✓   Make each exhibitor feel like they’ve been given 

their money’s worth. Watch every exhibit all the 
way around. Be evenhanded in your time with 
every exhibit.

Create a unique customer experience. 

✓   Be the judge that exhibitors enjoy showing to, win 
or lose.

✓   Just judge the dogs!

Always strive to improve on your service. 

✓   We can always do better. Use negative experiences 
and mistakes (we all make them) to find a way to do 
things better the next time. That is how we learn.

Always respect your customer (time  
and opinion). 

✓   Be mindful of the monetary investment exhibitors 
make in getting their dog to the show. 

✓   But, more importantly, always remember that their 
emotional investment and attachment to their dog 
is likely significantly greater. You may think the 
dog is a “pet,” for the love of God, don’t say that to 
the exhibitor!

Special Interactions keep customers  
coming back. 

✓   If you have a beginner or a puppy, take the time to 
give them some individual attention.

✓   Anytime a unique situation presents itself (i.e., 
exhibitor falling in ring, handler with disabilities, 
dog requiring disqualification for any reason), 
use that as an opportunity to connect with the 
exhibitor. Empathize with their situation and 
maybe share a time that you were in a similar 
situation. Remind them that you were an exhibitor 
too and have been in their shoes.

Solve problems quickly and turn complainers 
into advocates. 

✓   Don’t take complaints personally (hard, I get it…). 
✓   Call in the Field Rep to help if needed
✓   Don’t be afraid to admit and own a mistake (i.e. 

you inadvertently put a bitch BOS to a bitch BOB 
winner). Everyone makes them sooner or later. 
Owning the error and apologizing goes a long way 
in smoothing ruffled feathers

 Exceed expectations and treat customers as  
if you would treat a guest in your own home. 

Tell the customer the truth, and love what  
you do.

✓   If an exhibitor questions you or asks your opinion 
after judging, be honest, but gentle. Remember 
that they love their dog.

✓   Remind them that it is just your opinion; 
tomorrow’s judge may have a different view.

✓   Be able to explain your reasoning if asked. If you 
can’t, you shouldn’t be judging.

✓   If a complaint arises regarding a procedural issue, 
evaluate whether or not you could have done 
things differently or better. Ask the Field Rep for 
their opinion, if appropriate.

✓   Let your love of dogs and judging show. If you 
don’t love it, don’t do it.

✓   DON’T TAKE COMPLAINTS PERSONALLY! 

Personalize your service to meet your 
customers’ needs.

✓   New and nervous exhibitors as well as puppies 
generally need more time than grown dogs and 
seasoned exhibitors. While you should be mindful 
of your time schedule, don’t be afraid to take a few 
minutes to offer assistance or ask them to come 
back later when you do have time. Recommend 
people they can speak with to learn from and 
facilitate an introduction if feasible. A little 
kindness and personal attention goes a long way.

Listen to Customers; Take appropriate action; 
Keep it simple.

✓   If exhibitors or the field rep brings you a complaint 
or draw your attention to an area where you can 
improve, thank them for bringing the issue to  
your attention. Think of ways that you can do 
things better. 

Remembering that the exhibitor  
is your customer…



Name:  Katie Rudolph

1. Give a brief personal autobiography:

 a.  Where are you originally from?  Whittier/Downey, California

 b.  What brought you to the Raleigh, NC area, if not from here?  
Change in life, new job.

 c.  Single or married? Family?  One daughter who is a teacher  
and breeder of Whippets/Siberian Huskies.

 d.  Brief background on yourself:  Lived most of my life in California, 
the beach and sailing in my youth, riding horses in college at Cal Poly, Pomona (the famous 
Kellogg Arabians). Married then started breeding, birds and dogs. Started with parakeets 
(Budgerigars, actually a champion breeder), on to parrots (specialized in cockatoos), then 
Toy Poodles to German Shepherds (bred 4 Champions including a Group winner) and then 
started in Whippets in 1988 with our first whippet as my daughters Junior’s dog. That was it! 
Have bred multiple Champions, guided my bred-by Ch. Festiva’s No Excuse to BIS in Canada, 
bred the famous American, Canadian, International, Russian, Romanian, Polish, European 
Champion Festiva’s Been There Done That, who has sired Champions worldwide.

2.  What is your position with AKC?  Administrator – Judging Operations 
How long have you worked for AKC?  10 years  

3.  Do you own any dogs?   
Yes, originally a breeder of German Shepherds and Whippets since 1988. 
What breed?  Whippets 
Names?  Currently, Q, Steven, Daisy, Crissy, Ever, Sky, Johnny, Hush 

Ages?  14 years to 3 months

4.  What hobbies or interests do you have outside of AKC?   
Photography on the side, portraits of show dogs  
and whatever else looks interesting. Love to travel,  
especially out of the country. The dogs have  
afforded me two trips to Italy, France and  
Budapest. Mostly to the World Dog shows. 

5.  One or two “fun facts” about yourself.   
When breeding show budgies I would fly to shows with  
birds under my seat! Traveled to the Canary Islands to  
attend a world parrot convention. Worked at Lion Country  
Safari, was able to walk with cheetahs, and worked in the bird show.

Getting to know the  
     Judging Operations Department
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TSA Pre✓® is an expedited security screening program 
connecting travelers departing from airports within the 
United States and when deporting from a U.S. airport to 
a location outside the country with smarter security and 
a better travel experience. It’s available at more than 150 
airports with 12 participating airlines.

You can now apply to be guaranteed TSA Pre✓ when 
you fly for the next 5 years for just $85.00 (that’s $17.00 
per year), payable by credit card, money order, company 
check or certified/cashier’s check. NOTE: If you pay with 
an American Express Platinum Card through AmEx the 
$85.00 will be reimbursed back to you. This does not 
include a non-affiliated AmEx Card, e.g. Delta, Costco, etc.

Go to https://www.tsa.gov/tsa-precheck/apply and you 
will find the application. You can also apply in person 
by calling (855) 347-8371, 8:00 am – 10:00 pm ET, or you 
can schedule your appointment online. You will need 
acceptable documents to match your name (e.g. passport 
or driver’s license and birth certificate). The application 
asks for your name, address, phone, email address, 
citizenship, height, weight, eye color, and hair color, 
along with recent criminal offenses. The name used when 
applying for TSA Pre✓ must match the name used when 

booking travel. You will need to go into a local office to get 
your fingerprints taken.

With TSA Pre✓ you are guaranteed:

✓  Shorter Lines
✓  Leave on light jacket
✓  Leave on belt
✓  Leave on shoes
✓  Do not have to take out liquids (3-1-1)
✓  Do not have to take out laptops
✓  Do not have to take out CPAP machines
✓  ALL SAVE TIME

When approved, you will receive a Known Traveler 
Number (KTN) which may be used when making  
flight reservations.

What have you been waiting for? Apply today and start 
saving precious time.

TSA Pre✓® Saves Time By Mike Szabo, AKC Executive Field Representative

A nnually, Judging Operation presents at various locations across the country its Institute for Aspiring and Newly 
Approved Judges. The most recent of these was held on April 23, 2016 in Bossier City, LA in-conjunction with the 

Shreveport Kennel Club. This was the second of the five “Basic Institutes” scheduled for this year with the first being held 
January 15th in Hamburg, NY.

Attendance of this one-day seminar on AKC Rules, Regulations and Polices pertaining to judging is mandatory for all new 
Conformation Judges prior to receiving regular status on their initial breed(s). Credit may be received for attending the 
Basic Institute up to two years prior to submitting their initial application. Topics include the application process, conflicts of 
interest, accepting assignments, ring procedure and excusals/disqualifications.

For those who may be seeking to fulfill this requirement, the three remaining 2016 Basic Institutes are scheduled to be held 
on the following dates and locations.

•   June 25, 2016 – Richmond, VA – Virginia Kennel Club
•    August 27, 2016 – Topeka, KS  – Manhattan Kansas Kennel Club
•   October 22, 2016 – Pleasanton, CA – Del Valle Dog Club

Traditionally, we also offer a Judging Junior Showmanship Seminar with the Basic Institute. For the most part, these will be 
offered the morning following the Basic, but on occasion are held immediately after.

To register for an upcoming Basic Institute and/or Judging Junior Showmanship seminar held in-conjunction, please  
submit a completed registration form with payment to the Judging Operations Department. Forms may be sent via  
US Mail, email or fax. Please remember, DO NOT send credit card information via email. Questions? Contact Kathy 
Caruana at kac1@akc.org or 919-816-3862.

AKC’s Institute for Aspiring and Newly Approved Judges
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The Judging Operations Department of the American Kennel Club wants to acknowledge and “Thank” each of the Emeritus Judges 
for their contribution, dedication and devotion to the sport of purebred dogs. The role of these individuals as breeders, exhibitors, 
handlers, mentors and friends serves as a reminder for each of us as to their importance within the sport we all love and cherish.  
Please join us as we honor these Emeritus Judges that have given so freely of their time, knowledge and experience for so many years.

  EMERITUS JUDGES
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The American Kennel Club for 
Approved Conformation and 
Junior Showmanship Judges

The Only Institute Approved by the American Kennel Club to Fulfill the 
Requirement for Judging Applicants Applying After January 1, 2009

PRE-REGISTRATION FOR SEMINAR ENCOURAGED
 Ring Procedure • Evaluating Dogs • The Approval Process

Richmond, VA • Sat., June 25, 2016 
In conjunction with the Virginia Kennel Club Show 

Topeka, KS • Sat., August 27, 2016 
In conjunction with the Topeka Kennel Club Show

 Orlando, FL • Tues. – Fri., December 13-16, 2016
Terriers & Non-Sporting Breeds – Details to be announced.

AKC Advanced Judges Institutes

To view the complete listing of seminars and to download registration forms, CLICK HERE.
For additional information including registration, contact Kathy Caruana at kac1@akc.org or (919) 816-3862.

The AKC Institute for Aspiring  
and Newly Approved Judges (“Basic”)

© 2016 The American Kennel Club

Judging Junior Showmanship Seminars
Pomona, CA • Sat., May 28, 2016

In conjunction with the San Gabriel Kennel Club and Mission Circuit Shows

Freehold, NJ • Sat., May 28, 2016
In conjunction with the Staten Island Kennel Club Show

Richmond, VA • Sun., June 26, 2016
In conjunction with the Virginia Kennel Club Show

Ventura, CA • Sat., July 2, 2016
In conjunction with the Ventura County Dog Fancier Club Show

Houston, TX • Sun., July 24, 2016
In conjunction with the Galveston County Kennel Club Show

Greenville, SC • Sat., July 30, 2016
In conjunction with the Piedmont Kennel Club Show

Canfield, OH • Sat., August 6, 2016
In conjunction with the Beaver County Kennel Club Show

Harrisburg, PA • Sat., August 13, 2016
In conjunction with the Penn Ridge Kennel Club Show

Reno, NV • Sat., August 20, 2016
In conjunction with the Reno Kennel Club Show

Santa Barbara, CA • Sat., August 27, 2016
In conjunction with the Santa Barbara Kennel Club Show

Topeka, KS • Sun., August 28, 2016
In conjunction with the Topeka Kennel Club Show

http://www.akc.org/clubs/seminars/seminars.cfm
mailto:kac1@akc.org
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