
We are confident that this will  
enhance communication with  
our judges...

Coming in September...
AKC Conformation Judges Blog
Currently, the primary resource used to deliver information to the Conformation judging 
community is via the judges newsletter, The Standard. In an effort to improve our ability to 
provide information to judges in a timely manner, we will be launching the AKC Conformation 
Judges Blog in September 2016. With the introduction of the blog, this issue of The Standard 
(Summer 2016) will be the last published by the Judging Operations Department. 

The blog will now be our primary means to disseminate information to the judging community. 
Converting to a blog site will provide us the ability to push content to judges immediately, 
rather than on a quarterly basis. As articles are posted to the blog, email notification will be 
pushed immediately to those who are subscribed. Visiting Judges will also have the capability to 
subscribe to the Conformation Judges blog site, providing pertinent information for judging at 
AKC events. 

The blog will be linked from the AKC website via the Conformation Judges Resource Center. 
All visitors to akc.org will have the opportunity to view the blog just as one may view past issues 
of The Standard. Relevant articles from past issues of The Standard have been preloaded into 
the blog creating an extensive catalog of reference materials allowing users to search for articles/
submissions by category. 

We are excited for this move as it follows two successful blog sites launched for AKC 
Agility Judges and AKC Obedience/Rally Judges. We are confident that this will enhance 
communication with our judges and are committed to continue to deliver the same quality of 
content that you have become accustomed to receiving in The Standard newsletter. 

As we get closer to launch, you will receive an invitation to subscribe to the blog. All judges are 
encouraged/advised to subscribe to ensure they remain up-to-date with AKC procedures, policies 
and information pertinent to judging at AKC events.

You are welcome to contact the Judging Operations Department with any questions you  
may have. 

Judging Operations Department
8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100
Raleigh, NC 27617-3390
(919) 816-3639
judgingops@akc.org
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The American Kennel Club is pleased to announce the launch of its new education 
platform, aka AKC Canine College. Over the past several months we have provided  
several teases into the features and benefits of AKC’s initiative to providing distance 
learning opportunities for its judges and all areas of the AKC. 

We are very excited about the opportunities and potential that the AKC Canine College 
will provide to our judging community, current and prospective. Our objective, with the 
partnership of our parent clubs, is to develop and create breed specific courses to assist  
in educating our judges. It is important to understand that the intent is not for these courses 
to replace hands-on or in-person experiences, which are invaluable. Our aim is to enhance 
and expand the learning opportunities currently available through the creation of rigorous, 
engaging breed-specific courses aligned to breed standards. 

In addition to breed specific courses, over time we will be transferring all exams (breed, 
procedure, anatomy, etc.) online. The first set of exams that has been focused on are the 
breed exams. All breed exams will not immediately be available online at launch, but 
should be before the end of the year. Exams not yet available online will remain posted on 
the AKC website, However, exams that have been moved to the platform will no longer be 
posted online as all judges will be asked to complete the exams online where available. 

Important Note – the exams have been edited to remove shortcuts such as “all 
of the above,” “none of the above,” ‘A & B,” etc., as they defeat the purpose of 
the exam to require the test-taker to thoroughly read the standard to successfully 
complete it. When completing the exams you will now mark all correct answers 
for each question. The instructions will clearly state this, but all too often it is 
apparent that not everyone reads the instructions. 

At launch, the catalog of courses available will not be extensive, but will steadily grow over 
time. In addition to breed courses and exams, our plan is to provide education material to 
cover other subjects pertinent to our conformation judges such as general ring procedure, 
measuring and weighing technique, breed specific examination techniques, etc. 

As a user, you will also have access to an ePortfolio. The ePortfolio will provide a resource 
for you to upload and store verification of your educational experiences in breeds. The 
file(s) can then easily be shared electronically with the AKC if and when you should apply 
for that breed; effectively eliminating the need to fax, mail, or email your records  
of experience when applying to judge.

Undoubtedly there will be some bumps in the early stages of launch, which extensive 
effort has been made to minimize or eliminate. However, if Murphy’s Law should prevail, 
we appreciate your patience as we work through any hurdles that may come our way. The 
AKC Canine College will also have contact information for support. Please do not hesitate 
to contact the administration team with any questions that may arise.
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Announced in the Spring 2016 issue of  
  The Standard, the 2016 AKC/DJAA Advanced 

Institute will be held in conjunction with the AKC 
National Championship, presented by Royal Canin, 
and the Orlando Cluster of Dog Shows, offering 
breed education seminars and hands-on workshops 
for the Terrier and Non-Sporting breeds. 

This year’s institute is scheduled to be held 
December 13-16, 2016 at the Orange County 
Convention Center in Orlando, Florida. Once 
again we will be offering FOUR days of seminars 
and workshops (Tuesday – Friday). In each time 
block, three (3) Terrier and two (2) Non-Sporting 
breeds are scheduled. Attendees are not restricted 
to selecting breeds from one group and may 
choose from any of the breeds offered at a specific 
time. Potentially one could attend up to 10 breed 
seminars and workshops. Cost – $425 which 
includes all materials as well as morning and 
afternoon coffee breaks. Lunch will also be provided 
for attendees Tuesday – Friday. 

In addition to the breeds offered, we are presenting 
a Terrier Sparring & Coat Conditioning Seminar and 
the AKC Judging Junior Showmanship Seminar. 
Both are scheduled for the last time slot on Friday. 
Attendees may enroll for either of these individually, 
or as part of the Advanced Institute in addition to 
the up to 10 breeds. 

We will also take the opportunity during the week 
to answer questions and/or give presentations 
related to application requirements and for the 
soon to be launched AKC education platform, the 
AKC Canine College.

Registrations will close on November 25, 2016  
or once all seminars are full. Individuals who wish  
to enroll should complete the registration form 
available on the AKC website and return to  
Judging Operations. For additional information, 
please contact Kathy Caruana at kac1@akc.org  
or 919-816-3862.

Please be reminded, in the best welfare of the dogs 
we are limiting the number of attendees for the 
individual breed seminars and hands-on workshops. 
Check the registration for form availability. 

2016 
Advanced Judging Institute

http://images.akc.org/pdf/seminars/Judges_Institute_Flyer.pdf?_ga=1.237775561.816918580.1470744870
mailto:judgingops@akc.org
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The Board of Directors at its August 2016 meeting approved 
modifications to the Rules, Policies and Guidelines for Conformation 

Dog Show Judges booklet brought forth by Staff. Some of the edits 
would be considered housekeeping in nature, while the predominance 
of the balance would best be classified as the addition or clarification of 
language with the intent to provide greater transparency. 
The Conformation Judging Guidelines, or “the red book” as commonly 
known, has been updated and posted on the AKC website. Printed 
copies may also be purchased online through the AKC store or at the 
AKC Booth at shows.
A summary of the primary modifications/additions is provided below:

1   Language was added to provide clarity that circumstances 
not specifically defined within AKC Rules or Policies may be 
considered a conflict:  

  It is the responsibility of the AKC to interpret its Rules, Regulations and 
Policies. Therefore, scenarios not specifically defined within this booklet 
may be determined to be a conflict of interest and potentially result in the 
cancellation of awards. 

2   Added language to inform judges that conduct/comments in 
public forums could potentially affect one’s judging privileges:

  Judges are often singled out for critical observation by the fancy. 
Therefore, always keep in mind that perfectly innocent actions 
or statements can be misconstrued. This includes conduct in public 
forums and social media. Actions that bring embarrassment to the AKC 
could be subject to disciplinary action to affect one’s judging privileges.

3  Added the exhibiting restriction for NOHS judges and defined 
“exhibit” as related to restrictions for judges: 

  Judges for the AKC National Owner-Handled Series Groups and/or 
NOHS Best in Show may not exhibit the same day that they judge.

  For all exhibiting restrictions: Exhibit refers to personally handling 
a dog, or any dog owned or co-owned regardless of who handles the dog 
and where the dog resides. Exhibitor restrictions apply to all members of 
the same household.

4  Provided clarification regarding eligibility and conflicts for 
judges who use the services of handlers:

  A judge/agent conflict cannot be circumvented by having an 
otherwise eligible individual exhibit the dog in the class under the 
judge with whom the conflict exists.

5  Revised language related to judging observations to be consistent 
with current policy and remind all judges of the necessity to  
check in:

  [P] Observations Allow extra time to find the Field Representative 
in attendance at the show regardless of your status in breeds.  
You should always check-in to review any observations that may  
be required, discuss any recent updates or changes to policies  
and/or procedures, and/or discuss any special circumstances you 
may anticipate. 

Conformation Judging 
Guidelines

  6   Modified language to provide clarity as to a judge’s options and 
what is permissible when a class is completely absent or when a 
breed is completely absent.

  Late Arrivals It is your decision whether to allow a late arrival 
into the ring. In contrast to a change of handler, a late arrival 
may be allowed to enter the ring until the judge’s book has 
been marked. However, many judges establish the cut-off point 
when all dogs have been individually examined and gaited. If an 
entry from a class that was entirely absent arrives late, it is your 
decision whether or not to judge the dog providing it is judged 
before its Winners Class. 

  If an entry or entries from a breed that was absent in its entirety 
arrive late, it is your decision whether or not to judge the breed. 
Every effort should be made to judge previously absent breeds 
within the same block, preferably at the end. Judging of the 
breed outside of its originally scheduled time-block may impact 
other exhibitors and the event as a whole by causing breeds to be 
judged later than expected.

  7  Added language to confirm AKC’s recommendation to 
allow exhibitor’s to display the proper oral exam and that 
language within the breed standard will define the proper oral 
examination for that breed:

  Evaluating a Dog’s Mouth Many exhibitors prefer to open their 
dog’s mouth themselves for examination. It is recommended 
that all judges ask the exhibitor to display the bite/teeth/open 
the mouth as appropriate for that breed. However, you have the 
authority to personally open the dog’s mouth.

  Study of the approved breed standard will define the proper 
oral exam for that breed. A necessary component of completing 
a breed specific examination is to conduct the appropriate oral 
exam when evaluating the dog’s mouth. 

  8  Added explanation as to how multiple entries of the same dog 
in a breed are displayed within the judge’s book:

  Multiple entries of a dog within a breed will have the same 
armband number and are designated by parenthesis (#).

  9  Added language to address a common misinterpretation 
regarding measurement procedure:

  “From the rear” is not to be interpreted that the hips of the dog 
must pass between the legs of the wicket. Its intent is “not from 
the front” as it is appropriate to pass the wicket from the rear, 
up and over the hips, and then lower to the measuring point to 
account for breeds with wider hindquarters and/or happy tails.

10  Edits were made in the judge’s checklist to coincide with  
current policy. 

  In addition to those listed, as referenced earlier there were other 
minor edits to address housekeeping matters. You are encouraged 
to familiarize yourself with the updated Rules, Policies and 
Guidelines for Conformation Dog Show Judges to ensure you 
are current with AKC judging procedures and policies. Please 
contact Judging Operations or speak with the Executive Field 
representative in attendance at a show for clarification on any 
matters pertaining to judging.

http://images.akc.org/pdf/rulebooks/REJ999.pdf?_ga=1.180603118.816918580.1470744870
http://images.akc.org/pdf/rulebooks/REJ999.pdf?_ga=1.180603118.816918580.1470744870
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The Board of Directors at its July 2016 meeting 
approved revisions to the Leonberger and Bulldog 
breed standards. The changes brought forth by the 
parent club for each breed are effective August 31,  
2016. As a result, all judges assigned to judge 
either breed, or assigned to judge the group or Best 
in Show where the breed may be present at AKC 
conformation events held on or after August 31, 
2016 are required to judge in accordance to the 
newly approved breed standard.  

Notification of the revisions was sent via email to all 
judges approved to judge Leonbergers or Bulldogs, 
the Working or Non-Sporting Group or Best in Show 
on August 8, 2016. Included within the body of the 
email notification was a link to access the revised 
standard formatted so that it may be printed and 
folded to be inserted in your standards booklet.  If 
you did not receive or have misplaced the email 
notification, you can obtain the revised standard 
(booklet version) by clicking on the breed below:

• Leonbergers

• Bulldogs

In addition to reviewing the breed standard, current 
and prospective judges of Bulldogs (and those who 
may have the breed in the Group or BIS) should take 
the time to read the article submitted by the Bulldog 
Club of America included in this issue of The 
Standard. The article provides insight into the areas 
of their standard affected by the recent changes.  

Judging Operations has posted the revised standards 
for each breed on the AKC website. They can be 
found on the Standards, Study Guides, Mentors, 
Breed Exams page which can be accessed from the 
Conformation Judges Resource Center. The revised 
standards are located under heading for each 
respective breed and within the Group standards 
available on the top of the page. The breed exams 
for each breed have also been modified to reflect 
the standard changes. Applications for approval of 
Leonbergers and/or Bulldogs, or request for Group 
approval under the 80% policy where applicable 
are required to complete the revised breed exam 
effective immediately. Lastly, applicant interviews for 
either breed will be conducted in accordance to the 
revised standard.   

Breed Standard Revisions

Effective August 31, 2016, new breed standard 
disqualifications have been added to the Bulldog 
standard. Unfortunately, with internet marketing, there 
has been an increase of unscrupulous “breeders” 
producing and selling “rare” colors such as blue, lilac, 
tri-colors, and even merles – a color that historically has 
never appeared in purebred Bulldogs.  Unfortunately, 
some of these non-standard colors have found their way 
into the show ring. Thus, while the Bulldog standard has 
never been changed since inception in 1890, members of 
BCA voted overwhelmingly for these disqualifications to 
protect the integrity of the breed. 

There is absolutely no change to the traditional Bulldog 
colors and patterns. However, the color preference 
section is dropped and DQs added for all non-standard 
colors as follows:

“Color of Coat – The color of coat should be uniform, 
pure of its kind and brilliant.  Colors are red, white, 
fawn, fallow, or any combination of the foregoing.  
Patterns and markings may include brindle, piebald, 

ticking, black masks, black 
tipping, and a minimal amount 
of solid black in piebalds. All 
other colors or markings are a disqualification.   
The merle pattern is a disqualification.”

Please note that, while always objectionable, the previous 
standard allowed the color black to a “moderate degree 
in piebald patches.” This has been reduced to a “minimal 
amount of solid black in piebalds.”  

Additionally, BCA has added a disqualification to eye 
color. The standard has always required the eyes be 
“very dark.” While light eyes have always been faulty, the 
additional DQ is as follows:

“Blue or green eye(s) or parti-colored eye(s) are a 
disqualification.”

The Bulldog Club of America trusts AKC judges will honor 
our standard and eliminate from competition all Bulldogs 
that exhibit any of these listed disqualifications.

Judging the Bulldog
By Anne M. Hier, Bulldog Club of America Judges Education Chair

http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/leonberger.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTW1NMFpHTXpNVGt4TnpJdyIsInQiOiJpc096QzV4Wm5PaEM4dUdGa1FmdHl4UVJnOTJLSnZvVCs3dkY0YUNkWm1iUVE5THgybVloRGFrZGQrUnRsenY1SkllWXBtN3d6SlFWNmswUlNyZ3dGSURvZGlIaWlPdEN3UnBtZTVpenZlUT0ifQ%3D%3
http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/bulldog.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTkRVNVpUY3dOalUzWmpkbSIsInQiOiJGam1UNHZmbVZ3V0lobnlnRmE0ZjFhWjNnM2tESEQrZkZBbk5BaU55RU5CRmJKZkxFVWVSM0FwVjJtQk01YURDNmFYRktielBjcnNRekQ0eExKQWZ1SVwvM2ZnMmpzcFdUME1wZGpSMml6Rjg9In0%3D
http://www.akc.org/events/judges/guides/
http://www.akc.org/events/judges/guides/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
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In a past issue, we referenced how Sweepstakes 
and Futurity assignments appears to be the area 

of greatest confusion for applicants. To reiterate, the 
Judging Approval Process is specific in stating that to 
be accepted for CEU credit under the sweepstakes/
futurity category, it must have been held as part 
of a specialty or parent club supported entry. The 
sweepstakes must be hosted by a breed club with a 
specialty or by the national club with a supported 
entry. Group show sweepstakes or local breed club 
supported entries with sweepstakes WOULD NOT 
count under this category. 
Judging a sweepstakes with a local breed club 
supported entry, or that was hosted by a Group 
club (i.e. Potomac Hound) could be submitted as a 
judging experiences under the “Judged the Breed 
three times” category. To ensure you are calculating 
your CEU credits properly to determine if you have 
sufficient credits to apply for a breed, you should 
confirm whether it was held as part of a specialty  
or parent club supported entry so it can be 
categorized correctly. 
If you judge sweepstakes/futurity at an 
independent specialty, the answer is clear – that 
assignment (assuming dogs were present and 
judged) may be submitted under the sweepstakes/

futurity category. Assignments held in-conjunction 
with all-breed shows or group shows is where the 
primary confusion lies.
If you have judged, or are assigned to judge a 
sweepstakes at a multi-breed event, you can 
easily determine where this assignment would 
appropriately be applied with an inspection of the 
premium list, catalog or by searching for the event 
in AKC’s event search. 
The catalog and premium list for a show will 
include a list of associated events with that show. 
That list will display the designated specialties and 
supported entries held with that show. It will also 
display sweepstakes or futurities held as part of 
the specialty or supported entry. This information 
may also be gleaned by searching for the Event in 
the AKC Events Calendar. Essentially, if the breed 
you are applying for is not listed as hosting a 
sweepstakes/futurity with a specialty or as being 
hosted (supported entry) by the parent club it 
WILL NOT be allotted CEU credit as a sweepstakes 
assignment but MAY be submitted under the 
“Judged the Breed three times” category if the breed 
was present. 
Following are two screen captures to help illustrate:

Additional Breed Applicants - Sweepstakes/Futurities Assignments

http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/Judging-Approval-Process.pdf?_ga=1.138029945.816918580.1470744870
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/events/search/index.cfm
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•  In all cases, a specialty (parent club or local breed) 
that hosts a sweepstakes would fall under the 
sweepstakes/futurity category for CEU credit. 

•  A parent club supported entry with sweepstakes 
(or futurity) may also be submitted on an 
application under the sweepstakes/futurity 
assignment category.

•  The sweepstakes above hosted by the West 
Highland White Terrier Club of New Jersey would 
not be accepted on an application as a sweepstakes 
assignment – could be submitted as under the 
“Judged the Breed three times” category. 

ALL other sweepstakes held at events where the 
sweepstakes is not listed under the associated 

events and hosted by a breed club for that breed 
DO NOT MEET the criteria to receive CEU credit 
as a sweepstakes but may be submitted as under the 
“Judged the Breed three times” category. 
Lastly, please remember, The AKC does not 
record sweepstakes or futurity results; therefore 
the AKC does not maintain records of who 
judged a sweepstakes or futurity assignment. It 
is your responsibility to maintain records of your 
educational experiences in breeds and to provide 
verification with your application.  
As always, you are encouraged to contact Judging 
Operations with any questions you may have 
concerning your judging application. ◆

The American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Club would like to remind judges that our 
Standard is clear that there should be NO 
TRIMMING! “Specimens where the coat has 
been altered by trimming, clipping, or by 
artificial means shall be so severely penalized as 
to be effectively eliminated from competition. 
Hair between the pads on the underside of the 
feet may be trimmed.” We ask that you please 
take note of this specific area of our standard  
and apply it appropriately in the judging of  
our breed.  
In addition, Cavaliers are not meant to pose 
like statues, but rather to show on a loose lead 
when standing, looking up at the handler, 
tail often gently wagging, happy to be in the 
ring. Therefore, the breed is not intended to be 

hand-stacked and knelt in front of in the ring. 
Likewise, our breed should not be raced  
around the ring and we ask that this practice  
be discouraged.  
We ask that the matters of presentation not only 
be considered by those who judge Cavaliers 
in the breed, Group or Best in Show, but 
also for those approved to judge the Junior 
Showmanship classes as one should not be 
penalized for presenting their dog properly  
for their breed. 
Stephanie Abraham, JE Chair--ACKCSC

The American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club

mailto:judgingops@akc.org
mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
http://www.ackcsc.org/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
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As the Pumi moved into the Herding Group on July 1, the members 
of the Hungarian Pumi Club of America are concerned that breed-
specific characteristics be rewarded. Showing in the Miscellaneous 
Classes, we have found that there is a tendency to look for the “generic 
dog” and miss some breed-specific requirements. The HPCA Judges 
Education Committee has come up with a prioritized list of crucial 
breed characteristics to consider when judging the Pumi. 

Considerations when Judging the Pumi

Figure 2:  Two Types of Hair on the Body with the Proper Locks of Hair

Figure 1: Proper Ears

Figure 3:  Leg Hair

If a Pumi has been prepared improperly 
by blow drying the coat, the dog lacks a 
crucial breed characteristic (locks of hair) 
and must not be put to winners or breed.

Hallmarks of the Pumi (in priority order)
1. Ears two-thirds erect
2. Curly locks of hair
3. Square
4. Moderate reach and drive
5. Light-footed, ready for action
6. Circular tail
7. Light-bodied and well-muscled

1. Ears Two-Thirds Erect
The Pumi standard on ears is based on the Sheltie standard, with a few significant 
changes. The Pumi standard says “set on high, of medium size, and carried two-thirds erect 
with the tips pointing somewhat towards the sides.” Where the Sheltie is three-quarters erect, 
the Pumi is two-thirds, and the ears should point somewhat sideways, not forward as a 
Sheltie. The ears are also slightly lower set than a Sheltie. There is not a fold or crease in 
the ear, but a gentle curving.

2. Curly Locks of Hair
The HPCA’s biggest concern is the preparation of 
the coat for show. The only sentence in bold in the 
standard is “The coat must never appear fluffed and 
blown dry, obscuring the characteristic curls.” The 
coat is prepared by wetting it down and allowing it 
to dry naturally, never with a blow dryer. The coat 
develops curly locks of hair that vary in shape all over 
the body, legs, and head. These locks of hair go all the 
way down to the skin.
The coat is very easy-care with little preparation 
on the day of the show, and we want this breed to 
continue that way.
Many, many people have counselled us to include this 
as a disqualification in our standard and we hope that 
we will not find it necessary to reconsider. 

http://www.pumiclub.org
http://www.pumiclub.org
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Figure 4:  Square Outline

Figure 5: Pumi Movement

Profile Standing and Moving
The remainder of the seven elements describe the Pumi’s outline. At first glance, the Pumi should have a Pumi silhouette: 
very square, upright, light-bodied, slightly sloping topline, high tailset, and curled tail sitting on the topline.
The topline is not explicitly described in the standard, but can be implied through the following:

•  Withers pronounced and forming the highest point of the body.
•  The back is short, straight, and taut. 
•  The loin is short, straight, and firmly coupled. 
•  The croup is not too long, slightly sloped, and of medium breadth.
•  Tail: set high

From front to rear, the withers form the highest point of the topline, sloping to a short, 
level back, and extending to a slightly sloped croup with a high tailset. However, the 
customary trim for the dogs is with a sloping topline from withers straight to the tail. 
When judging, please check for the actual topline on the table during the exam.

3. Square
The Pumi is square, with the height at the withers  
equal to the distance from prosternum to buttocks.

4. Moderate Reach and Drive &  
5. Light-footed, ready for action
The Pumi was used for herding cattle, sheep, and swine. They need to be 
quick to think and light on their feet, able to change direction instantly. 
The Pumi is moderately angulated, with moderate reach and drive. The 
picture should be of a tightly held together square, moving in a very 
collected manner at a moderate trot – with head carried relatively high,  
tail help up, a light step and springy (not bouncy) motion. 

6. Circular Tail
The tail forms a full circle with the tip of the tail touching the base and  
sits right on top of the topline. At the insertion, the base may start off at  
45 – 90 degrees, but should still form a circle. Undesirable are sickle tails  
or tails with multiple curls. You will see a range of amount of curl in the  
tail, but the ideal is a perfect circle. The tail may hang when at rest but  
must curl on the move.

7. Light-Bodied and Well-Muscled
The Pumi is like a marathon runner – all wire and muscle with almost no fat. 
The standard, taken from the FCI Hungarian standard, says “particularly 
lean”. The depth of chest is slightly less than half the height at the withers. 
These dogs should be like a coiled spring, ready to go at a moment’s notice.

The Future
The Hungarian Pumi Club of America has provided judges education seminars in most of the main venues,  
and is willing to provide more as requested, or to answer any questions judges may have about the breed.  
Go to www.pumiclub.org/about-the-pumi/judges-education/ for much information on the breed and a list  
of parent club approved mentors. For questions, contact JEC Chris Levy at chris@abiquadogs.com. 
We hope that those judges who are approved for Pumik will take this breed seriously and uphold the standard,  
assuring that the dogs do not change from the heritage that has been given to us by those dedicated breeders in Europe.
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The return of the In-Ring Apprenticeship training for 
judges has brought with it some of the same positives 

and negatives apparent with the former program. The 
positive is the obvious: an opportunity to be up-close  
in a one-on-one mentoring situation with live dogs  
and a qualified judge teacher. If executed in an organized 
and instructive manner, it can be a most valuable 
educational opportunity when combined with other 
available resources. 

In the past, the program was somewhat loosely structured 
in basic requirement. The common complaint among the 
mentor/judges was that apprentices were ill-prepared; 
and in some cases had not even read the breed standard 
in advance of the session. The current requirement of 
obtaining the permission of the prospective trainer/
judge and the show chairman in advance, completing 
the breed standard exam and submitting it to Judging 
Operations before the experience does require minimal 
pre-educational preparation. A $25 fee and notification 
that the exam was passed has to precede the scheduling  
of the apprenticeship session. 

Upon arrival at the show, the apprentice judge is to check 
in with the mentor/judge and the attending Executive 
Field Representative (EFR). A single yellow lapel sticker 
will be issued to the judge/trainee by the EFR and must 
be worn while in the ring. In the event that there are 
multiple sessions scheduled for the same day, the same 
badge may be used. Requests for multiple badges for 
future sessions will be denied.

The Apprentice Training Form must be completed by both 
apprentice and mentor/judge following the session in 
order to receive CEU credit. In addition, the entry must 
be a major in at least one sex. Should the breed entry not 
close with the required major, the apprenticeship session 
may still take place with the permission of the judge, but 
does not count for CEU credit and the AT form is not to be 
completed. As the intent of the exercise is to be educated, 
the apprentice should remain in the ring for the entire 
entry when possible. Only in the case of very large entries 
would it be considered acceptable for the apprentice to 
vacate the ring for a portion of the breed. 

Judges may observe at a show where they are also 
officiating, however they may not apprentice in a breed 

they may judge on following days of a cluster (i.e. Groups 
or Best in Show). Those that are exhibiting may show 
before and after the session is completed.

The primary purpose of the in-ring apprenticeship 
program is the opportunity for prospective judges 
to observe creditable quality and breed-specific 
examinations. It is not designed to replace a kennel 
visit, a hands-on clinic or a mentoring session with a 
breeder or otherwise qualified teacher. The in-ring verbal 
interchange between judge and apprentice should be brief 
and commentary in nature on the part of the mentoring 
judge. The opinion of the apprentice is never appropriate 
during the course of the judging nor is an on-going 
dialogue by either. A more detailed discussion of the 
entry should occur following the assignment but not in 
the presence of exhibitors or at the expense of delaying 
the judging schedule.

Apprentice judges must NEVER discuss or share any 
information or comments by the judge made to them 
about individual exhibits with the exhibitor. Those that 
use poor judgement in this regard could potentially be 
excluded from future in-ring opportunities or disciplinary 
action depending on the severity of the offense. Please use 
common sense.

Mentor-judges are absolutely expected to be integral and 
objective when filling out their portion of the Apprentice 
Training form. If, in their opinion the apprentice is 
struggling to understand the essential characteristics of 
the respective breed, it should be honestly reported on the 
form. The section which states:

I,_____________________ verify that the above judge was 
prepared and conversant in the breed’s characteristics and 
has completed an AKC apprenticeship training.

This should not be signed if there are serious reservations 
about the session.

It is prudent to always bear in mind that the exhibitor’s 
priority is the competitive aspect of the day’s event and 
their own individual goal of the day. While they may be 
supportive and tolerant of the educational feature of dog 
shows and what that entails, judges must be respectful of 
why exhibitors are there and prioritize accordingly. ❖

In-Ring Apprentice Training
By Sue Vroom, AKC Executive Field Representative

http://cdn.akc.org/Conformation_Judges/Additional-Breed-Verification-Form.pdf?_ga=1.180158701.816918580.1470744870
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In response to a request submitted by its parent club Board of Directors, the American Water Spaniel 
has been added to the list of breeds eligible to be judged on the ramp at the discretion of the judge. This 
change will be effective January 1, 2017 to allow superintendent and show secretaries sufficient time 
to include proper notice in the premium lists for all upcoming events. The Table-Ramp List has been 
updated to reflect this information.  

Elbow Room  By Patricia Proctor, AKC Executive Field Representative

So often, especially at a sizeable entry show, judges have no choice but to break up classes for the betterment of 
evaluating the entry.  I am not referring to making cuts.  I refer to what do you do when you have far too many dogs 
for your ring size and you need to divide the entry after checking them in.  Although the ring size may be adequate for 
most of the class entry because those class entries were divided and sorted into various class categories; often by the time 
the specials class enters the ring, no matter the size of the breed, the judge is forced to divide the dogs from the bitches 
and at times several groupings of both sexes.

However, you must remember as the judge it is your ring to control, and you may have an optional choice dependent 
on the conditions of your ring and the ring(s) adjacent to your ring.   The following was stated by the AKC Events 
Department regarding ring expansion:

If prior to judging or during the course of judging a ring becomes available adjacent to the assigned ring 
of judging for a breed, the judge may request removing the barrier between the rings to increase the size of 
the ring being used.  This request should be made by the judge to the show chair.

If the show chair determines that the ring is available, safe and utilizing the ring would not delay any future judging 
(this should be done in conference with the show secretary or superintendent) the ring may be expanded.  It is 
recommended that a ring being used for judging should be expanded at a break in judging such as following winner’s 
dog or winner’s bitch to allow for consistency in ring procedures.

So your bottom line is, if you need more elbow room - or four legged room and the conditions allow, ask the day’s 
show chairman for assistance.  This will not only better serve you as evaluator for the day; it will create a better 
atmosphere for the exhibitors to show their dogs to their full potential.  

Table-Ramp List 

Retabling Basenjis
Basenjis are a cautious breed by nature. This is a survival skill which has 
served them well for thousands of years. The vast majority of Basenji 
exhibitors are owner/handlers, many of them extremely skilled but some 
brand new to the sport.
The Basenji is a table breed and according to AKC Judging Guidelines, must  
be placed back on the table if re-examination is needed.  AKC Judging Guidelines also state it is permissible for 
two dogs to be placed on the table at the same time for re-examination.  While allowed for table breeds in general, 
the Basenji Club of America feels strongly this may not be in the best interest for our breed.     
Our show dogs are accustomed to being alone on the table and may be startled to find themselves sharing a small 
in-ring examination table with a strange dog.  The Basenji Club of America cautions judges to always act in the 
interests of safety and we strongly recommend when re-examination is necessary, that only one Basenji is placed 
on the table at a time.  
The Basenji Club of America thanks you for taking our recommendation into consideration for your future judging. 

https://www.basenji.org/joomla/
http://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/table_breeds.pdf?_ga=1.247325773.816918580.1470744870
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The disqualification for coat color in the GSMD 
breed standard states “Any color other than the “Black, 
Red and White” tricolored dog described above such as 
“Blue/Charcoal, Red and White” or “Red and White.” 
The intent of this disqualification is to DQ blue dogs 
and red dogs. It is understood that judges who are 
unfamiliar with the breed do not realize that we 
have blue (Weimaraner colored) puppies and red 
(Vizsla colored) puppies. Both of those colors occur 
naturally within the breed and these are the colors 
which the DQ intended to penalize.

Fairly often in the GSMD the dogs present with a 
banded (agouti) coat. These dogs have hair shafts 
that are black/brown/black on a single hair shaft. It 
has recently come to our attention that some judges 
are considering this as a DQ.  That is not the intent 
of the standard. It is understood that this can be 
confusing to those judges unfamiliar with the blue 
and the red GSMD. At our next standard revision it 

will be possible to more clearly define the intent of 
the color DQ, but at this time we would appreciate 
judges respecting the intent of the standard.

If in a judge’s opinion the agouti is so widespread 
that it interferes with the appearance of the “striking, 
tricolored” dog described in the standard then it 
should be faulted to the extent of the deviation. If in 
your opinion the dog so deviates by its color that it 
is not worthy of a ribbon that is your decision. In a 
reminder the standard also states “Defects of both 
structure and temperament are to be judged more 
severely than mere lack of elegance because they 
reduce the animal’s capacity to work.”

We appreciate the time and effort that you have 
devoted to the understanding of our breed standard 
and hope that this is of some clarification to those of 
you with questions about the intent of the color DQ.  

– The GSMDCA Judges Education Committee

Agouti Coat in the  
Greater Swiss Mountain Dog
A Clarification to Judges

Examples of Red and White Examples of Agouti

http://www.gsmdca.org
http://www.gsmdca.org


The National Shiba Club of America would like to 
clarify a somewhat confusing part of the Shiba Inu 
standard, from a safety standpoint.
From the breed standard, section on Head
“Bite is scissors, with a full complement of strong, 
substantial, evenly aligned teeth. Serious Fault: Five or 
more missing teeth is a very serious fault and must be 
penalized. Disqualification: Overshot or undershot bite”
Regarding examining the bite, our standard states 
we prefer full dentition, but allow up to 4 missing 
teeth before making it a serious fault which must be 
penalized. The only DQ for dentition is overshot or 
undershot bite.
Consistent with guidance from the Judging Operations 
Department, the NSCA Judges Education Committee 
recommends that dentition be checked by:
1)  Lifting the lips in the front to see if the DQ for 

undershot or overshot bite is present 
2)  Lifting the lips from the side to check for  

missing teeth.

This type of exam is familiar to exhibitors and most are 
adept at performing it, should the judge choose to ask it 
of the exhibitor.  Since the Shiba Inu DOES NOT have 
a standard disqualification for missing teeth, there is no 
need to open the mouth.  Should five (5) or more teeth 
be missing, it should be evident without prying open 
the mouth to count.  Four (4) or fewer missing teeth are 
not penalized.
Although we fully recognize the Judges right to run 
their rings as they choose, we ask that our breed is 
judged in accordance to our standard.  As our breed is 
not used to having the mouth pried open, the possible 
safety issue bears consideration, especially considering 
full dentition is not required.
As most exhibitors do not routinely train their dogs for 
a Doberman type exam, the resulting wrestling match 
on an unstable table may result in an unnecessary 
injury, excusal or disqualification; it also adds time to a 
Judges already busy schedule.
For additional information contact Sharon Roble,  
Chair, NSCA Judges Education Committee at 
kessakuakitas@gmail.com
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Lhasa Apso Coat
The Judges’ Education Committee of the American Lhasa Apso Club (ALAC) has been  
asked to bring to your attention concerns recently expressed by some exhibitors of our breed.  
It has been the impression that some judges may be prioritizing excessive/exaggerated coat  
length rather than focusing on the structure of the dog under the coat and the quality of the coat.  
The following is intended to serve as a reminder to judges of our breed.
Lhasas are slow to mature; as a result, the coat of many Lhasas does not even touch the floor until the dog is  
3 years old. Given the current practice of most Lhasa exhibitors to get their dogs in the ring and finish them before 
the age of 3, many times judges do not have opportunities to experience a mature coat except with their Best of 
Breed exhibits.
But the coat doesn’t make the dog, and the Lhasa Apso is not just a pretty coat.
First and foremost, you must judge structure. As the ALAC seminar stresses, where the Lhasa Apso standard is 
silent, it is generally agreed by today’s breeders that we default to basic canine structure and movement.
That basic canine structure should be covered with a coat that is “heavy,” “straight,” and “hard.” The hair is strong 
and resilient, not wiry, wooly, or silky to the touch. The coat is “of good length and very dense.” 
The Lhasa with the longest coat may not be the best-structured Lhasa in your ring. As lovely and as eye-catching 
as a Lhasa’s beautiful flowing coat is, remember that what is most important is the structure under the coat. A 
Lhasa should not win simply because he has the prettiest coat in the ring. Judge structure first, then add the coat.
Joyce Johanson, American Lhasa Apso Club Judges’ Education Chair
Barbara Schwartz, American Lhasa Apso Club Judges’ Education Co-chair

https://www.shibas.org/
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/americankennelclub/ShibaInu.pdf
http://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/americankennelclub/ShibaInu.pdf
http://www.lhasaapso.org
http://www.lhasaapso.org


The members of the Keeshond Club of America were recently polled on the use of the 
ramp in judging the breed.  As a result of the vote by its membership, the Keeshond 
Club of America is asking that when used, the ramp is utilized for EXAMINATION 
ONLY.  It should NOT to be used for the ASSESSMENT OF THE SILHOUETTE.
The silhouette is best judged from a distance (i.e. from across the ring), when the dog is on the ground 
standing naturally.  The silhouette should be held while moving with a slight drop of the head acceptable.   
As a reminder, the Keeshond is a ramp optional breed, permitting the breed to be judged (examined) on the 
ramp or the ground at the discretion of the judge, not the exhibitor. All entries within the breed judging are  
to be examined on the same surface per AKC judging guidelines.     

Use of the Optional Ramp for Keeshond

Consideration for AKC Judges Before  
Accepting Foreign Judging Assignments

AKC only governs shows within the United States and does not approve or disapprove judging 
assignments outside of the country. However, while AKC is not an FCI member, it does have a 
long-standing relationship with FCI and with many overseas kennel clubs that are FCI members.
FCI does have a policy whereby judges that judge a non-FCI show in a country where there is 
an FCI club, could be prohibited from judging any future FCI shows anywhere in the world. 
This includes judges from the United States as well as every other country, regardless of 
whether or not the registry in that country is an FCI member. AKC has made it clear to FCI that 
AKC has no position or involvement with policies that it adopts governing the administration 
of its shows and the approval of judges for those events.
The list of FCI member clubs is available on its web site: 
http://www.fci.be/membres.aspx
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– NOTICE –
2017 Judges’ Directory Deadline

Are you moving, moved or have any corrections?
It’s that time again, submit your information for the Judges’ Directory  

before October 10, 2016. Please review your contact information  
located on the Searchable Judges Directory before you hit send.  

You may submit your changes to judgingops@akc.org.

http://www.keeshond.org
http://www.keeshond.org
mailto:judgingops@akc.org


In the Rules Policies and Guidelines for Conformation Judges (page 3), discussed in detail are Judges’ 
responsibilities when exhibiting. This should be read and digested, if you exhibit and/or exhibit 
and handle your own dogs.
During the past few years, I have witnessed more and more multi-group Judges showing their own 
dogs and dogs that they co-own. This has become a source of frequent criticism by exhibitors. 
These are some points to consider if you fall into this category that, initiate frequent complaints.

1.  iPhones and iPad pictures. Refrain from showing other Judges, especially when 
sitting in or outside of the group ring, pictures of your dog or dogs, or those in 
which you might have an interest.  Trust me. Exhibitors see this and comment.

2.  Socializing on a weekend with other Judges, and both of you, or one of you, 
exhibiting the next weekend under them. With the creation of Facebook, this can 
become very public and does.

3.  Criticizing competitors dogs, especially when sitting watching the groups with 
other Judges.

4.  Awarding dogs shown by Judges with points, breed wins, or group wins, when 
there are other more worthy entrants. This is a great source of complaints.

5.  Basing your placements on the rankings of competing exhibitors. Many years 
ago, there was a Judge that had a son who was a professional handler. They 
would never give a group to the breed that their son was exhibiting. Farfetched, 
but true.

6.  Co-owning dogs, in order for you to be eligible to show them. The policy used to 
be that the dogs that you showed had to live in your household. That prevented 
a great deal of this policy being abused that now goes on.

7.  Going to the ring where you are going to exhibit, greeting the Judge and 
socializing, then showing under them fifteen minutes later. Also, making an 
obvious display of putting an armband on your handler, at ringside, if you are 
using one. There will be plenty of time later to greet them.

8.  If you are showing yourself, or using the services of a handler, you should be 
totally familiar with the Judges Guidelines in regard to hiring and using the 
services of a handler, as well as the time restrictions that there are when judging 
and exhibiting.

9.  Be cognizant as to what you post on Facebook in regard to pictures of dogs 
being shown or that you have awarded. This could be construed as promoting a 
dog or dogs.

10.  Remember also that, what you take into the ring is a reflection on your judging 
and breeding ability. It is very disheartening to see a judge exhibit an entrant 
that is a very poor representation of that breed.

Whether you realize it or not, you are constantly under scrutiny by exhibitors and other judges. You should 
be a role model for the breed that you are breeding and campaigning. Many show chairs are watching judging 
at other events, and basing their future panels on judges’ performances in and out of the ring.

Judges as Exhibitors
By Sydney Good, AKC Executive Field Representative

15THE STANDARD

http://images.akc.org/pdf/rulebooks/REJ999.pdf?_ga=1.180603118.816918580.147074487
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http://www.akc.org/clubs/seminars/seminars.cfm
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