
James Mitchell, of Wilmington, Delaware, better
known as Jimmy, joined the Judging Operations
Department August 1, 2001 as an Executive

Field Representative. Jimmy is originally from New
England, where he worked as a dog groomer. He went to

work for Mr.
Bill Trainor, a
professional
handler, in
Bill’s kennel
in the mid 
to late 50’s.
During this
time Jimmy
bred his first
champion, a
S h e t l a n d
S h e e p d o g .  
In the years
following he
worked in
the kennel of
well known
a l l - b r e e d
professional
handler Anne

Rogers, prior to her marriage to Mr. Clark. When Mrs.
Clark retired from handling Jimmy stayed at the kennel
under the guidance of Mr. Richard Bauer. Later, he
moved to the Eastern Shore of Maryland to be with the
Clarks and manage the Standard Poodle Kennel of Jan
Dupont. During these years he became involved with
breeding Pembroke Welsh Corgis followed by Pekingese
of which he has bred numerous champions.

In the late 1970’s Mr. Mitchell worked for the Foley
Dog Show Organization as a Superintendent. 

In addition to his extensive involvement in the sport
of purebred dogs, Jimmy has been employed in the
restaurant and catering business for the past thirty years.
This has provided him with management and business
skills. 

Club affiliations include the Bryn Mawr Kennel Club,
Wilmington Kennel Club and former member of the
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of America. Other breeds
Jimmy has owned are Brussels Griffons, Pugs, Whippets,
Manchester Terriers, and Old English Sheepdogs.

His years of
experience in all
facets of the sport
of purebred dogs
led him to Judging
in 1988. At the
time of joining the
staff of the
American Kennel
Club Jimmy was
approved to judge

the Hound, Toy, and Herding Groups, English Cocker
Spaniels and Poodles. Jimmy has been honored with many
wonderful judging assignments including Westminster,
Westchester, Bucks County and Santa Barbara. He has
judged National Specialties for Affenpinschers and Italian
Greyhounds, local and Regional Specialties for
Manchester Terriers, Pugs, Yorkshire Terriers, Chinese
Cresteds, Pulik, Collies and Briards. He has enjoyed
judging internationally as well.

Jimmy looks forward to this new position and will be
relocated to Memphis, Tennessee.
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What Do You Do?

You are judging a very large Specials class at an
outdoor summer show. Tenting is surrounding two

sides of the ring to provide shade for the dogs. Under the far
tent you have asked the Winners Dog and Winners Bitch to
relax. As you complete your examination of each Special
individually they are being sent to the end of the line. One of
the specials returning to the shaded area, steps on the Winners
Dog that is lying on the ground, resulting in the Winners dog
jumping up and going for the dog that just stepped on him.
The dog breaks his lead and grabs the Special by the ear.
(Perhaps a worthy action for having been so rudely
awakened.). Loud screams erupt from the handler of the
special. The judge has not witnessed any of this activity, stops
his judging to see what has transpired under the shade tent. 

The question is what is to be done? Excuse the Winners
Dog for attacking another dog? Disqualify the Winners Dog?
Or must anything be done? 

Answer:  In the case of a dog attacking another dog
this is up to the judge to evaluate. If a dog is injured

and cannot continue to compete, it obviously should be

excused with appropriate notation. If one or both dogs are so
riled up that they are causing a disturbance to the rest of the
class then the judge may excuse one or both making
appropriate notation in the judges book. The judge may
evaluate, separate the dogs, make certain everyone involved is
OK and continue judging leaving all exhibits in the ring. 

It is essential to know how temperament is described in
the breed standard. Some standards include reference to
conduct towards other dogs. The Doberman Pinscher
standard states, “An aggressive or belligerent attitude toward
other dogs shall not be deemed viciousness.”

Where as in the Jack Russell Terrier standard it states,
“Disqualification-Overt aggression toward another dog or
human.” This is the only breed that would require a dog to be
disqualified under the breed standard for attacking another
dog. 

Moral of the story, make sure you know what the breed
standard states and don’t hesitate to ask for help by calling the
Field Representative if you are not certain how to handle a
particular situation.

New
Miscellaneous
Breeds

As of September 1, 2001 the
following breeds began to compete in
the Miscellaneous class. These breeds are
eligible to compete in Obedience,
Agility, and Tracking Events. By 
existing Board-adopted regulations,
Miscellaneous breeds are eligible to
compete in Junior Showmanship.

Beauceron
Black Russian Terrier
Glen of Imaal Terrier
Neapolitan Mastiff

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever
Redbone Coonhound

Breed standards have been mailed
to all judges eligible to judge the
Miscellaneous class.  They also can be
found on the AKC website-
www.akc.org.

Beauceron

Black Russian Terrier

Glen of Imaal Terrier

Neapolitan Mastiff

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever

Redbone Coonhound



What is the purpose of the modern dog
show?  Is it to evaluate breeding stock?
This has been the description of the

judge’s role for as long as dog shows have existed.  If we
are still evaluating breeding stock then how as judges do
you feel about the quality of the exhibits you are
asked to evaluate?  Along with the overall
quality of the dogs are we seeing more
and more problems that might even be
considered structural deformities?
What pray tell are we talking about?
Dogs missing a tail, or in some
instances where the tail is actually
inverted into the body not appearing
externally at all.  In one instance an
exhibitor told the judge as he was
examining the dog’s rear “Oh she
has a tail, it is inside!”  

These are breeds in which the standard clearly
describes a tail, how it is to be set and its carriage. We are
not talking about breeds where the tail may be naturally
bobbed or is to be docked so that it is not perceptible. 

Our question is, what would
you do if faced with these

circumstances?  Perhaps you
are not aware of this problem
at this time?  We are interested

in your feedback and will
provide a follow up in the next

Newsletter, so put on your thinking
caps and let us know what you might do

with these exhibits in your ring.
(judgesed@akc.org or send your comments
directly to the Judges Education

Department)
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Things To Think About!

Enriching Components –
Guidelines  

There appears to be some confusion concerning
the enriching components adopted in October
1999 in connection with the new approval

process.  When applying for additional breeds, the thing to
remember is that completing four of the eight components
listed is the minimum requirement. Flexibility in the
components allows applicants to gain a wide and varied
background in the breeds they wish to judge. It also
accommodates those applicants who do not have easy
access to all components.  Obviously, completing more
than the minimum four components demonstrates a
commitment to the breed and to judging.  However,
owning one or ten dogs counts as one component; likewise
observing three or ten times counts as one component.

We consider the following when reviewing the eight
enriching components.  

➣ Experience in owning, breeding, and exhibiting all
requested breeds counts as one component.  When using
this component the applicant should submit verification,
such as certificates, catalog pages or photographs.  If the
breeds were owned several years ago and due to
circumstances documentation is no longer available, we
expect the applicant to provide information on a separate
sheet and the field rep will discuss during the interview.  

➣ Attending Regional Specialties counts as one
component.  We understand that regional specialties are
not available in all breeds and areas; in such instances we
will accept a Supported Entry.

➣ Attending a National Specialty counts as one
component.  If you also participate in the Judges Study
Group with live dogs, this will count as two components.

➣ Attending Seminars.  Seminars are generally held
on one breed with or without live dogs and would count as
one component.  Attending the regular AKC Institute
would count as one component.

➣ Attending Institutes sponsored by AKC-
Recognized Organizations or Parent Clubs. Institutes are
generally multiple days with a combination of seminars and
workshops involving a number of breeds and live dogs; this
type of experience counts as two components providing the
seminars and workshops are for the same breed. AKC’s
Advanced Institute counts as two components.

➣ Judging AKC Sweepstakes, Futurities or
Sanctioned Matches.  These events should be breed
specific; any number or combination counts as one
component.

➣ Working with qualified Mentors.  Mentoring forms
were discontinued in January 2001; however, details of the
length and type of experience should be included on the
application and will count as one component.  The Judges
Newsletter (Spring 2001) sets forth guidelines for
mentoring experiences.

➣ In Ring Observations. The Judges Newsletter
(Summer 2001) explained the type of observations we feel
provides the best educational opportunity for applicants;
that is, no more than three observations in each breed
requested and at least two of the observations having a
major entry.  Any number of observations counts as one
component.
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2001 JUDGES’ BREED STUDY GROUPS AND SEMINARS

✸ Sanctioned by the Parent Club

✸ Brittany
November 24 & 25 — Fort Smith,
AR
Contact Dr. Jodi Engle, (541) 928-
1087.

✸ Pointer, German Wirehaired 
October 14 — Ionia, MI
Contact Lori Sargent, (517) 543-
3628

✸ Retriever, Golden 
September 27 - 30 —
Albuquerque, NM
Contact Dianne Barnes, (406) 244-
5455.

✸ Retriever, Labrador
October 16 & 17 — Valparaiso, IN
Contact Marianne Foote, (925)
447-8513.

✸ Setter, Gordon
September 16 & 17 — Allentown,
PA
Contact Loree Ragano, (815) 344-
1447,

✸ Vizsla
October 18 — Mount Vernon, IL
Contact Dr. Sylvia Kerr, (303) 759-
2472; e-mail: slyvia.ker@uchsc.edu

SPORTING

✸ Chihuahua
October 5 — Lincolnwood, IL
Contact Max Hurd, (712) 328-1382.

✸ Pug
September 24 -29 — Denver, CO
Contact Charlotte Patterson, (850)
837-2657; e-mail:
ivanworld@gnt.net.

TOY 

HOUND 

✸ Afghan Hound
November 15 — Houston, TX 
Contact Harry Bennett, (904) 720-
0691.

Basenji
September 25-30
Contact Jeraldeen Crandall, 248
Quail Hollow Dr., Galt, CA 95632;
(209) 744-9036; e-
mail:jrcea@softcom.net.

✸ Beagle
October 28 -30 — Pigeon Forge,
TN
Contact Kay Forbes, (515) 278-5008.

✸ Greyhound
October 4 & 5 — Kennett Square,
PA
Contact Mary Trubel, (908) 454-5549

✸ Jack Russell Terrier
October 7 — Ambler, PA
Contact Cynthia Bliven, (850) 434-
3213.

✸ Staffordshire Terrier
October 26 — Round Rock, TX
Contact Carla Restivo, 17849
University Dr., Forney, TX 75126;
(972) 564-4763; e-mail:
xtexone@aol.com.

Reminder:

2001
National Specialty Listings 

is on the Web site

WORKING

✸ Akita
October 19 — Eureka, MO
Contact Sylvia Thomas, (909) 684-
8230; e-mail: justsylvia@cs.com.

✸ Alaskan Malamute
November 2 — Minnetonka, MN
Contact Wendy Willhauck, (508)
339-9242; e-mail: frostfield@aol.com.

✸ Doberman Pinscher
October 2 — Ft. Mitchell, KY 
Contact Lynda Kenney, (978) 392-
0711.

✸ Great Dane
October 14-JBSG
October 15-19 Ringside Mentoring
Lancaster,PA
Contact Suzanne Tarbox, (860) 546-
6629; e-mail: sandale@necca.com

✸ Samoyed
October 12 & 13— Greenwood 
Village, CO
Contact Larry Mackai, (612) 881-
5080.

Siberian Husky
October 19 & 20 — 
Kerhonkson, NY
Contact Phyliss Brayton, (209) 838-
2251.

✸ Standard Schnauzer
September 23— Gray Summit, MO
Contact Madaline Fish, (860) 388-
2308; e-mail:
r.w.fish@worldnet.att.net.

TERRIER

Institutes 

“What You Need to Know About
Judging- Preparation and
Procedure”

November 24 —  Montgomery, AL

December 7 — Boston, MA

Contact Karen Reuter, 5580
Centerview Dr., Raleigh, NC 27606;
(919) 816-3595; e-mail: kar@akc.org.
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MULTI-BREED NON-SPORTING 

✸ Finnish Spitz
October 10 — Memphis, TN
Contact Richard Yates, (912) 471-
7857.

✸ Lhasa Apso
October 18-20 — Oconomowoc,
WI
Contact Pat Keen-Fernandes, Box
119, Knightsen, CA 94548; (925)
679-8676.

✸ Shiba Inu
November 1 — Claremont, CA
Contact Jan Gill, (714) 525-9880; e-
mail: jtgill@cnmnetwork.net.

HERDING

✸ Australian Cattle Dog
September 25 — Portland, OR
Contact Craig Watson, (360) 426-
2539; e-mail: farfetched@cco.net;
website: www.acdcd.org.

✸ Bearded Collie 
October 6 — Hunt Valley, MD
Contact Chris Walkowicz, (309) 754-
8723; e-mail:
walkoway@revealed.net.

✸ Border Colllie
October 12 — Gray Summit, MO
Contact Joyce Herie, (818) 609-
0713.

✸ Bouvier des Flandres
November 2 — Mesa, AZ
Contact Debbie Gschwender, (248)
628-1698.

✸ Briard
September 21 — Cleveland, OH
Contact David Behrens, (630) 257-
5535; e-mail: briard325@aol.com.

✸ German Shepherd Dog
November 9 & 10 — Perry, GA
Contact Ginny Altman, (651) 481-
0704; e-mail: ginialtman@aol.com.

✸ Puli
September 15 — Portland , OR
Contact Susan Mc Connell, 760
Santa Ynez St., Stanford, Ca 94305;
(650) 725-8786; e-mail:
suemcc@stanford.edu.

✸ Welsh Corgi, Pembroke
September 15 — St. Louis, MO
Contact Jan Edwards, (360) 427-
2522; e-mail: Jeesheltn@aol.com.

Multi-Sporting Breed 
September 22 & 23 — Gray
Summit, MO
Contact Paula Nykiel, (623) 239-
5577; e-mail: nykiel@usmo.com. 

Multi-Breed 
October 12 - 14 — Los Angeles, CA
Contact Carol Esterkin, (818) 996-
0681; e-mail:
jrequities@earthlink.net.

Multi-Breed 
October 13 & 14 — Memphis, TN
Contact Carol Sommerfelt, 1745
Lakeview Dr., Collierville, TN 38017;
(901) 853-1751; e-mail:
Loracvizsl@aol.com or
csommerfelt@utmem.edu.

Multi-Breed 
October 26 — Delaware, OH
Contact Dennis Kniola, 781
Stradford Rd., Delaware, OH43015;
(740) 362-7071/

Multi-Breed 
November 2 — Knoxville, TN
Contact Doris Werdermann, (865)
521-7302; e-mail:dorelaine@aol.com.

Multi-Breed 
November 9 - 11 — Fife, WA
Contact Stan Zielinski, e-mail:
sazj@foxinternet.com., or Ric Byrd,
e-mail: nancyb@westsound.com.

Multi-Breed 
February 8 & 9 — New York, NY
Contact Charlotte Patterson, (850)
837-2657; e-mail:
ivanworld@gnt.net.

Multi-Breed
March 23 — Raleigh, NC
Contact Debra Bonnefond, (919)
816-3572; e-mail: dab@akc.org.

For Your Information:

The Whippet has been added to
the list of breeds THAT MAY
BE judged on a ramp.

The list of dogs THAT MAY BE
judged on a ramp:
1.  Sussex Spaniel
2.  Clumber Spaniel
3.  Basset Hound
4.  Petit Basset Griffon
Vendeen
5.  Whippet
6.  Staffordshire Bull Terrier
7.  Bulldogs

SPARRING - 
Sparring means bringing select dogs
together, usually in the center of the
ring, to stand naturally on their
own.  It is important that sparring
be a controlled demonstration of the
dogs "terrier" attitude.  It is
recommended that judges bring out
as many dogs as they deem
reasonable, as long as the judge
feels he/she maintains control of the
ring.  Safety of the exhibitors and
dogs must be the paramount
consideration at all times. 

While the dogs should be very alert,
up on their toes, looking for
whatever is going on, handlers must
be aware that sparring is not to be
used to bait dogs into fighting. 

Sparring can be an excellent way to
ascertain both desirable and faulty
temperament. Are the dogs feisty,
congenial, tolerant, cowardly or
aloof? Sparring is not fighting.

With a clearer understanding of its
present-day meaning and
application, it will be easier for
everyone involved to see that
sparring is a vital part of the
evaluation of some of the terrier
breeds.  However, you are
reminded to review which breeds
should not be sparred. 



The subject of study for additional breeds is one
on which volumes could and should be written.
There is no single best thing to do, nor is there a

limit to what should be done. It is important to keep in mind
what the goals of study are. Simply stated we see the purpose
of study to be to acquire sufficient breed knowledge, and
then to be able to apply that knowledge in the very specific
task of sorting, comparing and placing classes.  

“How do you know if you have sufficient breed
knowledge?” is an important question.  Sufficient breed
knowledge means a thorough understanding of the breed
approaching the way in which breeders understand their
breeds. In the
breed we
“grow up on,”
we should be
able to look at
any class and
know which
ones should
be at the front
of the line look at any single example by itself, in the
middle of the desert, as it were, and make an assessment of
the dog’s quality; whether it be an outstanding example,
average, or mediocre.  

Until you reach this level of discrimination you are
insufficiently prepared.  As an example, the judge who has
spent years breeding and exhibiting Cocker Spaniels would
have no difficulty looking at an Open Class of ten black
dogs and seeing the differences, knowing which ones to
put at the front of the line, and which ones to leave out,

just as another judge with
extensive breeding and
exhibiting experience in
Samoyeds would have no
difficulty doing the same
thing with a ten dog
Open Class of Sammies.

Yet to the Cocker expert the Sammy class might look like
ten, good-sized white dogs, and to the Samoyed expert the
Cocker class might look like ten black smudges. 

It is important in evaluating dogs to make distinctions
in terms that people in the breed think are significant. As
an example, in that hypothetical Cocker class I mentioned
above, almost anyone could look at them and decide which
ones had the shortest tails.  Except that tail length is of very
little consequence at any time, although tail set and
carriage may be.

It is obvious the basic task of studying a breed is to
become so comfortable with it, that you can clearly and
quickly see differences between exhibits, and that the

differences you see are significant differences as breed
experts understand the breed. 

A problem we see often is that it is relatively easy to see
faults, because in so many instances faults are common to
all or most breeds.  As an example a soft or swayed back.
The fact that you can identify faults may also mean that you
understand postitive quality traits and reward them,
although it is too easy to confuse the ability to do the
former with the latter.  

Preparation for a breed has to be based on looking at
as many examples as possible, as often as possible, over an
extended period of time, and as often as possible being able
to do this while talking with a real breed expert.  There is
no substitute for looking at the large entries most often
found at independent specialty shows or better yet national
specialties. Visiting kennels where a large number of
examples of all ages and conditions are available is
invaluable. 

It goes without saying that viewing all audio-visual
material available on a breed, reading all available literature
and attending local and national specialty club seminars are
basic means of acquiring background on a breed.  No
amount of abstract study can substitute for extensive
experience looking at dogs.  There is no realistic way of
recommending how much to do, because you can never do
enough.  Then too, even for the most adept individuals,
there are breeds which never seem to come together in
their mind’s eye, while other breeds seem naturally easier
to understand.

The best advice we know is practice, practice, practice.
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When is it Enough?
Michael Sauve

“How do you know

if you have sufficient 

breed knowledge?” is an

important question.

The best advice 
we know is 

practice, practice,
practice.

REMINDER:
Provisional judges are to report to the
Field Representative prior to the judging
of the breed for which they are

provisional.  If you have completed
five provisional assignments, it
is requested that you continue
to report to the Field
Representative that you are
Provisional up until the time
you have received the letter

stating you have obtained
regular status. 
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A letter from the  
Norwegian Elkhound Association of America

The Norwegian Elkhound – 
A Square Profile

Afew weeks ago the officers of the
Norwegian Elkhound Association of
America sent copies of “interpretive

Comments on the Norwegian Elkhound and the
Standard” to all AKC judges who are approved to
judge Norwegian Elkhounds.  We hope you have
taken the time to review this very concise description
of the standard. The purpose of this message is to
emphasize an element of the standard that every
elkhound with correct breed type should possess.
The Interpretive Comments specifies “square
profile” seven times and alludes to the term another
three.  Please remember that “the distance from the
brisket to the ground should be half the height at the
withers and the distance from the forechest to rump
equals the height at the withers.”  This defines the
“square profile.”  Add to this, the medium size, close

coupling, and balanced proportions and you have
the quintessential Norwegian Elkhound.

Every breed developed with a purpose.  The
elkhound is a hunting dog. A correctly structured,
square body makes it possible to track tirelessly over
rough terrain and agile enough to hold a moose at
bay. Any deviation from “square” defeats the
purpose of the breed and sends the wrong message
to exhibitors, breeders, and observers.  We ask that
you keep the mental picture of a square profile as
you evaluate your elkhound entries.  

Again, we welcome
your questions or
comments, and believe
that by working together
we can guarantee that
Norwegian Elkhounds
of correct type are the
standard bearers of this
noble breed.

“Silence is Golden”  

The “Guidelines for Conformation Dog Show
Judges” states on page 8 that judges should
“generally limit your

conversation with exhibitors to instructions
on positioning or gaiting the dogs.”
Comments from judges should rightfully be
limited to necessary instructions for the
presentation of the dog, consistent with the
judge’s requirements for ring positioning of
the dogs and gaiting patterns, and thanking
the exhibitor for the entry/showing, upon
awarding of the placements.  Any additional
comments to the exhibitor may result in
misunderstanding on the part of the
exhibitor.  The majority of complaints
registered with the AKC Executive Field
Staff are not related to quality of judging,
but rather focus on the comments of judges.  The AKC
system of conformation judging of breeding stock does not
require a critique by the judge, and any attempt by the

judge to rationalize or explain placements in a class will
likely result in a disgruntled exhibitor.  If an exhibitor has
been awarded a fourth place in a class they believe they
should have won, any comment by a judge, that appears to

be a defense of the awards, will not be
appreciated.  Most exhibitors have been involved
in their respective breeds for many years and have
an excellent understanding of requisite breed
type characteristics for their breed, and will
readily accept the placements awarded by a
judge.   Difficulties arise when judges attempt to
explain their placements, through “in-ring”
comments to exhibitors.  Judges may certainly
visit with exhibitors, upon completion of their
assignment, regarding the judge’s view of
prioritization of breed standard components, but
these comments should be general in nature,
relating to the breed, rather than specific to any
of the dogs entered.  Judges are well served by

the admonition of the Conformation Guidelines to limit
their in-ring comments to only those instructions necessary
to facilitate their evaluation of the dogs.

Comments from 
judges should 
rightfully be 
limited to 
necessary 

instructions 
for the 

presentation 
of the dog. . . 
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It’s Your Responsibility - 
Marking Your Judge’s Book

We have received comments from the Event Records Department that they
are experiencing an increased number of errors by judges in marking their
books.  Some examples of these errors are: 

Best of Breed and Best of Opposite Sex are given to the same sex.
Absent dog not marked absent.
Present dog marked absent.
Excused dog with no explanation.
Winners and Reserve not marked.
In classes of 4 or less not designating a placement if dog is present.

As a result, the incorrectly marked judges books increase the
number of calls from exhibitors to the Event Records Department
for corrections to be made.  In this process you as a judge may be

called to verify the award.  If you become aware of an error in your
book after the show you may notify Event Records as soon as possible to

rectify the situation.
It is important that you take the time in the ring and mark your book

correctly.  At the end of your assignment it is suggested that you double-check
all markings in your book.  Some errors, if not caught on the spot, can never be
satisfactorily resolved.  Remember you alone are responsible for your judge’s
book and its accuracy.
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