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New Executive Field Representative

continued on page 2

The American Kennel Club is
pleased to announce that John

McCartney of Hawley, PA will be join-
ing the staff as an Executive
C o n f o rmation Field Repre s e n t a t i v e
effective October 11, 2004.

M c C a rtney has over 30 years
involvement in the sport of purebred
dogs.  Along with his varied experience
as a breeder, exhibitor (conformation

and obedience), professional handler, club member and
officer, McCartney has earned the respect of his peers, his
clients and the judging community.

“John’s extensive background in the sport will make
him a great asset,” said Darrell Hayes, Assistant Vice
President, Judging Operations. “I am proud that such a
well-regarded member of the fancy is joining the AKC
team.”

Upon completion of his in-house and field training,
John will be assigned to a specific area of the country.

By Peter Gaeta
Guidelines for Judges,

including the dress code, apply 
to all aspects of the judging 
experience. In-Ring Observ a t i o n s
a re part of the judging expe r i-
ence, and judges are expected to
conduct themselves, in every
respect, as they would when
judging.  

The Observation experience
is not intended to be an
i m p romptu, spontaneous inci-
dent.  It re q u i res planning and
prior preparation.  The observ e r
should contact the Show Chair
and judge well in advance of the
day of the show to request per-
mission from both.  The observ-
er should be pre p a red to demon-
strate familiarity with the bre e d
and its standard to the judge.
The observer should dress
a p p ro p r i a t e l y.  

John McCartney

Conformation Judging 
Operations Announcement

I n - R i n g
O b s e r v a t i o n
D ress Code A p p roved by Board of Directors of the American Kennel Club – July 12, 2004

The Board of Directors of the American Kennel Club, in an eff o rt to stre a m l i n e
the method by which applications are processed, has authorized the imple-

mentation of modifications.  Presently the Board of Directors meets eight times each
year to conduct all American Kennel Club business including the consideration of
judges’ applications.  Historically the Board of Directors accepts staff re c o m m e n d a t i o n s
with little or no change.  

H e re a f t e r, the staff committee recommendations will re q u i re no further action
f rom the Board of Directors. The committee members are: Mr. Darrell Hayes,
C h a i rman; Mr. Dennis Sprung, Mr. James Cro w l e y, Mr. John Lyons and Mr. Ronald
Rella.  Among the benefits of this streamlined pro c e d u re are a faster turn around and
the monthly consideration of applications.  

The Board of Directors authorized certain other modifications consistent with
e x p e d i e n c y.  

• A pre-application interview will be mandatory for all applicants.  The sole purpose of
the pre-application interview is for the Field Staff to  advise and assist in the pre p a r a t i o n
of a complete application that adequately re flects all re q u i rements.  The decision re g a rd-
ing eligibility remains with Judging Operations, and the applicant is free to submit fees
and apply for as many breeds as he/she is eligible for according to the current policy. 
• Staff Committee decisions will be based on the following weighted criteria:
New Breed Applicants:  100% Background and Pre p a r a t i o n
Additional Breed Applicants:  45% Field Rep Observations   

30%  Pre p a r a t i o n
15%  Backgro u n d
10%  Information submitted to file  

since last application
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Junior Showmanship Judging
by Walter R. Bebout

Many conformation judges also judge Junior
Showmanship and several examples of incorrect

Junior Showmanship judging within the past several months
suggest a review of the Guideline for Judging Juniors in
Conformation is appropriate.  

Section 6 (page 8) of the Juniors Guidelines states that
“the actual routine of judging is to be consistent with the
procedures utilized when judging conformation.”  What this
statement means is that a judge of Junior Showmanship
should follow the same routine utilized when judging regu-
lar conformation classes.  When judging in a breed ring, a
judge would never vary the gaiting pat-
terns among exhibitors in a class, similar-
ly when judging Junior Showmanship, a
judge cannot rightfully change gaiting
requirements within a class of Junior han-
dlers.  The intent of Junior Showmanship
judging is not to impose a problem or
change to a Junior handler and determine how she/he
reacts; instead the criteria is to determine which Junior han-
dler does the best job presenting her/his breed as it is pre-
sented in the regular conformation ring. 

Page 9 of the Juniors Guidelines states, in capital letters
that “UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD
QUESTIONS BE USED AS A MEANS OF TESTING A
JUNIORS KNOWLEDGE.”  Junior handlers are not to be
administered an ‘oral exam’ to determine their knowledge of
canine anatomy or the standard of the breed they exhibit,
instead evaluations of Junior handlers is based solely on how
they present their dogs.

When judging regular conformation classes, a judge
would never attempt to purposefully alter the presentation
of a dog as a determinant to the exhibit; by the same meas-
ure it is inappropriate for a Junior Showmanship judge to

‘move a leg’ out of position to determine if the Junior han-
dler reacts and corrects the incorrect stacking.  Junior
Showmanship judging is not a contest to see how Junior
handlers react to problems created by the judge.  Instead
Junior handlers are to be evaluated and rewarded based on
the correct presentation of the breed exhibited. 

Junior Showmanship judging can be an educational
experience, but judges must realize that the appropriate time
to ‘share their knowledge’ is not during the actual judging
process.  It is not proper to call the Junior handlers into the
‘center of the ring’ to explain the judging procedure to be
utilized across the class; a judge does not do this in regular

conformation classes and such a procedure
is incorrect for Junior Showmanship.
Gathering twenty Novice Junior handlers
with dogs in a circle in close proximity to
hear judge’s instructions is an invitation
for potential problems and is completely
i n a p p ropriate.  The actual judging of

Junior Showmanship is not a teaching experience, the judge
is to evaluate only the presentation skills of the competing
Junior handlers.  It is appropriate for a Junior Showmanship
judge to suggest that a Junior handler return AFTER the
completion of Junior Showmanship class judging for sug-
gestions as to how the Junior handler’s handling skills might
be improved, but such comments must be limited to the
time following Junior Showmanship judging.     

Conformation judges should appreciate the opportuni-
ty to judge Junior Showmanship and the concurrent respon-
sibility to judge Junior Showmanship in compliance with the
current Guideline for Judging Juniors.  The young women
and men competing in Junior Showmanship comprise the
future of the sport and they deserve attentive judges,
attuned to the judging re q u i rements defined in the
Guidelines for Judging Juniors in Conformation.

• Final approval for Provisional Status will be contingent
on the successful completion of the interview and a pass-
ing grade on breed standard tests.
• The minimum number of observations re q u i red for
Regular Status will be two providing the entries observ e d
a re of significant size and quality.  Otherwise three obser-
vations will be re q u i red.  Observations will not be per-
f o rmed on first or second assignments.
• Applications for additional breeds may be submitted one
year from the previous Staff Committee action.
• “Exceeds Expectations” grade will be reinstated on the
evaluation form; however, neither “Exceeds” nor “Does
Not Meet” evaluations will solely or directly determine the

number of breeds granted.  (See “weighted criteria”
a b o v e ) .
• Staff Committee will re p o rt to the Board of Dire c t o r s
on matters re g a rding judging approval decisions on a
q u a rterly basis. 
• The Appeals Committee, consisting of appointed mem-
bers of the Board of Directors, will remain in place and
function as before except that appeal is not available to
B o a rd members or spouses.
The Board of Directors will continue to establish all poli-

cy and oversee the implementation of the process that leads to
all decisions. 

Conformation Judging continued from front page

Junior Showmanship
judging can 

be an educational 
experience. . . 

28976-Judges Newsletter  12/7/10  10:04 PM  Page 2



Judges Newsletter Page 3

A letter from the

This past summer a dog was being shown that was an
unusual color for a Chesapeake Bay Retriever.  The

dog was a gray color which is known as “ash”. While it is and
always has been an acceptable color in the breed, many
judges and exhibitors have never seen it.  On several occa-
sions, information came back to the American Chesapeake
Club that some judges expressed reservations about the
color being proper.

In order to clarify the color, the American Chesapeake
Club Board of Directors approved the following wording
from the Judge/Breeder Education Committee to be added
to our web site information on color:  

Historic records show that some of the deadgrass
shades can be very light, almost white in appearance,
while darker deadgrass colors can include diluted shades
of brown called ash, that appear as either gray or taupe.
The almost white and ash/taupe/gray shades are not
commonly seen, but are acceptable. Eye color for these
diluted shades, as with all coat colors, must be of yel-
lowish or amber color.

As stated, the eye color must be yellowish to amber.
Dogs with eye color that is not in this range should either be
excused – eye color not as listed in standard; or not placed or
awarded points.  This information is also being sent to the
Judges Education Department. An article discussing the
color and the requirement for proper eye color has also
appeared in the most recent American Chesapeake Club
newsletter.

We hope this information will help you should a situa-
tion arise where this coat color is in question.

The United States ( A K C )
English Springer Spaniel

b reed standard states, in its opening
paragraph, that Springers are “…a
medium-sized sporting dog, with a
compact body and a docked tail.”

B reed historians note that spaniels
have been depicted with docked tails

since the 16th century.
Springer enthusiasts, both field and conform a t i o n ,

dock tails for utilitarian functions and to re i n f o rce the
b reed’s moderate, balanced outline consistent with pro p e r
b reed type as
d e fined in the
s t a n d a rd .

A docked
tail is re q u i red by
the standard and
natural tails are
not customary.
For this re a s o n ,
the standard
p rovides no
description of the correct carriage of a natural tail.

Judges are advised that the presentation of an English
Springer Spaniel with a natural tail is inconsistent with the
b reed standard.  In the United States, there f o re, a natural
tail is a fault.  It is not, however, a disqualific a t i o n .

Judges are encouraged to evaluate positive attributes
of breed type first, and then measure the impact of indi-
vidual faults on that overall evaluation.

A letter from the 
English Springer Spaniel
Field Trial Association

 

American Chesapeake Club 
 

Disabled Handlers
(March 1998 Board meeting)

The AKC strives to provide an opportunity to part i c i-
pate in its events. In the case of conformation judging,
w h e re decisions are based solely on the quality of the dogs,
a judge may modify the regular judging pro c e d u re to
accommodate a disabled handler.

If a modification of normal judging is re q u i red, the
judge needs only to determine that it would not inhibit the
ability of the other handlers in the ring to show their dogs.
A disabled handler may compete using a cane, crutch, or
e l e c t r i c - p o w e red wheel chair. However, when gaiting the
dogs as a group, the judge should ensure that a handler

who cannot maintain a normal gait for the breed being
exhibited, be placed in line where it will not interf e re with
the ability of the other dogs to gait pro p e r l y.

Blind handlers may have a second person assist them
in individual and grouped gaiting of the dogs. If the ring
s u rface or terrain makes it difficult for the assisted handler
to gait the dog at a normal speed, the judge may adjust
w h e re the dog is placed in line to give all handlers an equal
o p p o rtunity to show their dogs. Blind handlers may have
the second person assist in placing table dogs onto tables
and verify weight and measurements that may be re q u i re d
under the breed standard. The primary function of exhibit-
ing the dog is the responsibility of the handler and not the
second person in the ring.

Judges are advised 
that the presentation 
of an English Springer
Spaniel with a natural
tail is inconsistent with

the breed standard.
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* denotes parent club sanctioned

TX Fort Worth – November 10
*The Vizsla
Contact Dr. Sylvia J. Kerr; 
(303) 759-2474.

GA Perry – November 11 
*The English Springer Spaniel
Contact Judi Anderson, (630)
983-8454; judiander@aol.com.

AR Fort Smith – November 27 
*The Brittany
Contact Dr. Joanne B. Engel;
(541) 760-6346.

TX Mesquite – November 27
Four Setter Comparison: English
Setter, Gordon Setter, Irish Setter
and Irish Red and White Setter 
Contact Nancy D. Simmons;
(972) 355-8580;
nansimmons@yahoo.com.

PA Philadelphia – January 7 2005
*Multi-Spaniel Seminars
English Cocker Spaniel, Cocker
Spaniel, English Springer Spaniel
Contact Beth Speich, (727) 842-
5097; speichbeth@aol.com.

N J Secaucus – Fe b ru a ry 12 & 13 2005
*The Gordon Setter
Contact Beth Beatty; (336) 351-
4815; dogartlover@surry.net.

MI Howell – March 23 2005
Cocker Spaniel 
Contact Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine,
(734) 662-0849; foxairn@cs.com.

MD Bel Alton – March 4 2005
Sp o rting Dog Breed Pre s e n t a t i o n s
& Field De m o n s t r a t i o n s
Contact Laurie Doumaux; (703)
250-4835; oahunorth@aol.com.

CA Sacramento – April 7 2005
*Curly Coated Retriever
Contact Kathryn Cowsert; (925)
202-9000; kowsert@hotmail.com.

MA Sturbridge – May 18 – 20 2005
*English Cocker Spaniel
Contact Judy Corbett; (920) 925-
3106; jaybriar.ecs@verizon.net.

PA Centre Hall – July 21 – 23 2005
*Brittany
Contact Cindy Miller; (717) 838-
6562; canmiller@psu.edu.

SPORTING WORKING

MD Frederick – February 22 2005
Rottweiler
Contact Al Ferruggiaro, (301)
421-1930; alf198@yahoo.com.

FL Sarasota – November 17
Glen of Imaal Terrier
Contact William Ferrara, 
(941) 364-9378; 
biljonblue@comcast.net.

OR Portland – January 19 2005
Te r rier Seminar on the Bull Bre e d s
American Staffordshire Terrier,
Bull Terrier, Miniature Bull
Terrier, Staffordshire Bull Terrier
Contact Chris Levy; (503) 390-
4864; abiqua2@teleport.com.

MD Frederick – January 25 2005
*Glen of Imaal Terrier
Contact Karin Ashe, kashe@star-
power.net or Al Ferruggiaro,
alf198@yahoo.com.

PA Monroeville – November 6
*Pekingese
Contact Leonie Schultz, 
(540) 852-3308.

NJ Princeton – November 18
*Chihuahua
Contact Anitra Cuneo, (908) 874-
3928; anitra@eclipse.net.

MA West Springfield – November 18
& 19
*Finnish Spitz
Contact Roland Pelland; (401)
397-5749; blizardknl@aol.com.

VA Alexandria – November 24
*Bulldog
Contact Brenda Newcomb; (760)
325-3192 or (580) 225-3441;
newcombbulldogs@aol.com.

SPORTING

OH Mason – September 29 –
October 1 2005
*Gordon Setter
Contact Beth Beatty; (336) 351-
4815; dogartlover@surry.net.

AL Mobile – November 14
Multi-Hound Seminars
Harrier, American Foxhound,
Afghan Hound, Dachshund,
Borzoi
Contact Dr. Bob G. Smith, (985)
687-6393; mobilekennelclub-
dogshows@yahoo.com.

MN St. Paul – January 8 2005
*Saluki
Contact Beverly Capstick; (763)
295-6206; bcapstick@tds.net.

MD Frederick – March 22 2005
Saluki
Contact Al Ferruggiaro, (301)
421-1930; alf198@yahoo.com.

AZ Mesa – April 1 & 2 2005
*Whippet
Contact Ed Odron; (209) 931-
4682; eodron@aol.com.

UT Salt Lake City – November 5
*Alaskan Malamute
Contact Wendy Willhauck; (508)
339-9242; frostfield@aol.com.

MI Howell – November 17
Bernese Mountain Dog
Contact Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine,
(734) 662-0849; foxairn@cs.com.

O R Po rtland – Ja n u a ry 22 & 23 2005
Multi-Working Breed Seminars
Black Russian Terrier, Great
Dane, *Doberman Pinscher,
Boxer, Rottweiler, Greater Swiss
Mountain Dog, Bernese
Mountain Dog, Giant Schnauzer,
Standard Schnauzer
Contact Christie Smith; (503)
639-8403; dketa@aol.com.

WORKING

NON-SPORTING

2004 JUDGES’ BREED STUDY GROUPS AND SEMINARS

HOUND
TERRIER

TOY
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NY New York – February 11 & 12
2005
Multi-Breed Seminars
Contact Jeff Pepper,
jg.pepper@sbcglobal.net. 

TX Fort Worth – March 26 & 27
2005
*Multi-Breed Seminars
Contact Michael Heflin, (817)
482-1748; tovarich@msn.com.

CA Indio – January 7 2005
Bulldog
Contact Marcie Dobkin, 
(858) 748-8848;
mdobkin@prodigy.net.

FL Sarasota – February 9 2005
Dalmatian
Contact William Ferrara, 
(941) 364-9378;
biljonblue@comcast.net.

MD Frederick – April 26 2005
French Bulldog
Contact Al Ferruggiaro, (301)
421-1930; alf198@yahoo.com.

MD Frederick – June 28 2005
Chow Chow
Contact Al Ferruggiaro, (301)
421-1930; alf198@yahoo.com.

MS Biloxi – November 5 
*Pembroke Welsh Corgi
Contact Marilyn Van Vleit;
(503) 581-5144;
mvanvleit@aol.com.

MA Worcester – November 27 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi 
Contact Debbie Hokkanen;
(508) 852-4473 or Jeffrey
Snyder, (508) 865-5824.

WA Seattle – November 5, 6, 7
Multi-Breed Institute
Contact Stan Zielinski, (253)
631-1352; stan@stoans.com or
Ric Byrd, (360) 426-9323; 
nancyb@hctc.com.

MA Boston – December 4
Multi-Breed Seminars
Contact Wendy Willhauck; (508)
339-9242; frostfield@aol.com.

OH Cleveland – December 8
Multi-Breed Seminars
Contact Peg Gross; (440) 884-
4051(h); (440) 885-1818(w).

MULTI-BREEDNON-SPORTING

HERDING

MULTI-BREED

MULTI-BREED

Breed-Specific Preliminary
Judging Contracts

The following Position Statement was adopted by the AKC at the July
2004 Board of Directors meeting

Any Parent Club may take a position on how its breed should be
judged. That is appropriate and in keeping with the mission of the Pare n t
Club. It is not appropriate, however, for a Parent Club to pre s s u re judges
to judge contrary to AKC Rules and Guidelines.

The judge alone has the discre t i o n a ry authority and power under the
Rules and Guidelines to withhold awards or to excuse a dog for lack of
merit. A judge may not relinquish this authority and power by agre e i n g
to prejudge certain specimens and to excuse certain dogs for conditions
which may, or may not, be described as faults in the breed standard or
may be traits a Parent Club considers less than desirable.

Any agreement or contract in which a judge agrees to re l i n q u i s h
authority and power specifically given to the judge under the Rules and
Guidelines is null and void. Any judges signing such a contract are in fact
in violation of both the letter and the spirit of the Rules and Guidelines,
calling into question both their judgement and their impart i a l i t y.
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The Board of the Great Pyrenees Club of America has re q u e s t -
ed that the following items, quoted from the Great Pyre n e e s
S t a n d a rd Visualization and Commentary, be published in
the AKC Judges newsletter. 

C o a t. The Great Pyrenees coat should be presented naturally,
with only minor trimming allowed to tidy up the feet and face
( removal of whiskers and eyebrows is optional). Exhibitors
should not be re w a rded for presenting a dog with a scissore d
or shaped coat.

Ta i l. When in motion, the tail may be carried EITHER over
the back in an open “wheel” or low;  both are correct.  No
p re f e rence should be given to one over the other. Handlers
should be discouraged from lifting the tail into a wheel before
moving the dog.

C o l o r. Correct Great Pyrenees color is EITHER all white, or

white with most typically badger, tan,
g r a y, or re d d i s h - b rown markings.

Spira defines badger as “an admix-
t u re of white/gray/bro w n / b l a c k
hairs of varying intensity”. Also
re f e rred to as “blaire a u ” .

Occasionally you will find individ-
uals with markings that are red.  No

marking color is considered incorre c t .
Both marked and unmarked dogs are

equally correct and no pre f e rence should be given to one over
the other.

G a i t. The Great Pyrenees is an elegant dog who moves
smoothly and effic i e n t l y. He must not pound or move pon-
d e ro u s l y. Care should be taken not to mistake speed and fla s h
for correct Pyrenean movement which is smooth, powerf u l
and effic i e n t .

Statement from the Great Pyrenees Club of America

We are sure you are aware of the issue that several
AKC National Breed Clubs are currently wrestling with;
that of the docking of tails in their respective breeds.  We ,
as the Board of Directors of the Silky Te rrier Club of
America, would like to communicate our feelings on the
m a t t e r.  

First of all, as you know, the breed standard for the
Silky Te rrier specifies that
the “Tail is docked.”  The
s t a n d a rd does not howev-
er list undocked tails as a
disqualifying fault.  While this can leave many questions
u n a n s w e red we, as the Board of Directors, do not feel the
time is right to open the breed standard to clarify what
was obviously never anticipated when the standard was
last modified.

The consensus of the current Board is that while we

would prefer that all Silky Te rriers have properly docked
tails, the fact that the docking of tails in some fore i g n
countries disqualifies the dog from competition in that
c o u n t ry makes it very difficult to not allow natural tails in
Silky Te rriers exhibited in AKC dog shows.  We feel that
a natural tail in Silky Te rriers is a deviation, just like ro u n d
eyes, improper color, or bad toplines.  We would not

however expect any
judge to place a poor
specimen of a Silky
Te rrier with a docked tail

over a much better specimen with a natural tail.
We as a Board recognize that the final decision on any

dog in competition at any AKC event rests with the judge
in the ring at the time. Our intention with this letter is to
communicate the position of the Board of Directors of
the Silky Te rrier Club of America on this matter.

A letter from the Silky Terrier Club of America

If you are planning to apply for
additional breeds please make sure that
you have current observations on file.
This is strictly your responsibility to
request the observations from the Field
Reps. These reports are definitely nec-
essary when the staff committee is con-

sidering your application. Recently
there have been some individuals apply-
ing for additional breeds who have had
to withdraw their applications until
they have current observations on file.
Please heed the advice - Obtain cur-
rent evaluation reports.

O b s e r v a t i o n s
a re Necessary
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Reminders:
Contracts
Clubs are required to have a signed
breed specific contract from each
judge prior to submitting the panel
to AKC.  

Cell Phone Numbers
It is suggested to Show Chairman
that they provide cell phone num-
bers to the judges in case of emer-
gencies. It is also suggested that you
provide your cell phone number as
well as an emergency contact num-
ber for yourself.  

Judges Guides
The Judges Guides for the Black
Russian Terrier, Neapolitan Mastiff
an Glen of Imaal Terrier are posted
on the AKC Web site
w w w. a k c . o rg / i n s i d e A K C / d e p t s
and select “Judges Education”.  As
with prior new breeds, the Parent
Club provided information and
assistance with the development.
Links to each of the Parent Club
web sites are located on these pages
for additional information.

Parent Club Web Sites 
Parent Club web sites offer a wealth
of information. Everything fro m
history of the breed, discussion of
the breed standard, contact infor-
mation for mentors, inform a t i o n
about upcoming Specialty shows
and events and more.  The electron-
ic world brings more and more
information to your fingertips.  

Breed Standards 
You may order the breed standard
packets by group by calling the
AKC Order Desk at (919) 233-
9767 or online at www. a k c . o rg .
Individual group packets are $5.00
each.  You can purchase the entire
set, including a binder, for $39.95.

Address Changes
All contact information for judges is
maintained by the Judging
Operations Department.  This
includes mailing addresses, tele-
phone numbers (including are a
code changes) and email addresses.
All contact information can be
reviewed on the Searchable Judges
Directory on the AKC Web Site.  To
update your contact inform a t i o n
contact Ines Maldonado at (919)
816-3570 or ixm@akc.org.

Conflicts - Guidelines for
Conformation Dog Show Judges
You should make every effort to
avoid judging conflicts.  It is your
responsibility to acknowledge judg-
ing invitations promptly.  Careful
record keeping and prompt accept-
ance (or refusal) of invitations will
help eliminate unnecessary confu-
sion and conflict for both judges
and show-giving clubs.  You will not
be approved to judge the same
breed, Group or Best in Show with-
in 30 days and 200 straight-line
miles of each other.

Judges at AKC events are subject to
the 30-day/200 mile limitation for
all conformation dog show judging
assignments within the United
States, where the awarding of points
t o w a rd championship titles is
involved.  This restriction in con-
nection with approval for AKC
shows applies to non-AKC assign-
ments as well.  However, this con-
flict does not apply to special events
or to breeds not recognized by the
AKC.  If you are uncertain whether
or not you have a conflict, contact
the AKC Event Plans Department at
(919) 816-3579.

Judges Books
Please remember to write legibly
when marking your official judges
book.  The integrity of AKC records
is dependant upon accurate infor-
mation being recorded after your
assignments.  Your cooperation is
always appreciate.

Menacing or Threatening
Behavior 
Chapter 11, Section 8-A now reads:
A dog that in the opinion of the judge
menaces or threatens or exhibits any
sign that it may not be safely
approached by the judge or examined
by the judge in the normal manner
shall be excused from the ring. When
the judge excuses the dog, he shall
mark the dog “Excused”, stating the
reason in the judges book. A dog so
excused shall not be counted as having
competed. A dog recorded as “Excused
for threatening or menacing” by
judges on three occasions will be
administratively disqualified by the
American Kennel Club.

A dog that in the opinion of the judge
attacks any person in the ring shall be
disqualified. When the judge disqual -
ifies the dog, he shall mark the dog
“Disqualified,” stating the reason in
the judge’s book.

When a dog has been disqualified
under this Section, any awards at
that show shall be cancelled by The
American Kennel Club, and the dog
may not again compete unless and
until, following application by the
owner to The American Kennel Club,
the owner has received official notifi -
cation from The American Kennel
Club that the dog’s show eligibility has
been reinstated.
The appropriate verbiage for mark-
ing your Judge’s Book is ‘Menacing
or threatening behavior’.
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In the course of a judging assign-
ment, how can you quickly mentor the
new exhibitor?  There are several ways to
guide the new people in the sport.  Many
new people have gathered inform a t i o n
about dog shows via internet searc h e s
without speaking to enough experienced
b reeders in the sport.  These new
exhibitors end up in your ring and leave
totally baffled by the process of judging
d o g s .

Take the extra minute to send them
to the experienced people at the show.
This would include the club table where
the club will be able to recommend local
re s o u rces.  The club should have AKC

i n f o rmation available as handouts.  The
club members are the best source of local
mentors.  The superintendent’s office can
p rovide AKC rule books and superin-
tendents will also be able to explain the
p rocess of judging, how to check the
judges’ sheets, how to read the point sys-
tem and additional information about
entering an event.  Breeders and handlers
can provide a wealth of inform a t i o n .

Withholding awards is also a mentor-
ing tool.   Withholding may disillusion
the exhibitor or may start them on a
s e a rch for a better dog. 

Take the extra minute.  These are the
exhibitors of tomorro w.

A re You A
M e n t o r ?

by Delores Burkholder

28976-Judges Newsletter  12/7/10  10:08 PM  Page 8


