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Judging Operations Department
8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100 
Raleigh, NC 27617-3390 
(919) 816-3593 
judgingops@akc.org
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General Appearance
The Norwegian Buhund is a herding dog. It is a typical northern 

breed, a little under medium size and squarely built, with a tightly 
curled tail carried over the back. The head is wedge-shaped and 
not too heavy, with prick ears. As it is extremely intelligent by 
nature, consistent training is needed from early puppyhood. 
The Buhund has a lot of energy, strength and stamina. This self-
appointed watch dog is also content lying at your feet at the end 
of the day. Broken teeth and honorable scars incurred in the line 
of herding duty are acceptable.

Size, Weight, Proportion, Substance 
Size - Height at the highest point of the shoulder blade in dogs, 

17 to 18 ½ inches; in bitches, 16 to 17 ½ inches. Disqualifying 
faults: more than a half inch under, or one inch over the height 
at the highest point of the shoulder blade. Weight - For dogs 31 
to 40 pounds; for bitches, 26-35 pounds. Proportion - Square in 
profile. The height, measured vertically from the ground to the 
highest point of the shoulder blade, equals the length, measured 
horizontally from the prosternum to the rear projection of the 
upper thigh. Substance - Substance and bone is in proportion to 
the overall dog.

General Appearance
A small, sinewy, lean, lively dog whose sparkling personality and 

quicksilver intelligence are reflected in the vibrant expression of 
his unique triangular head and windswept face. A superb athlete, 
his beautiful, flowing gait “shaves the earth.” Uncoiffed, light-
boned and built as a horizontal rectangle, his high energy and 
intelligent, cunning, mischievous attitude show that he is always on 
alert, suspicious, ready for action. An ardent herder of all kinds of 
livestock, his vigilant attitude and great vivacity of movement give 
this little dog a highly singular gait and appearance, characteristic 
of no other breed. The Pyr Shep is naturally distrustful of strangers, 
but when well-socialized from a young age, he or she has a very 
lively, cheerful disposition. The two varieties, Smooth-Faced and 
Rough-Faced (including both demi-long and long-haired coat 
types) are born in the same litters. 

Size, Proportion, Substance 
Size - Rough-Faced: males: 15 ½ to 18 ½ inches at the withers, 

females: 15 to 18 inches.  Smooth-Faced: males 15 ½ to 21 
inches at the withers, females 15 ½ to 20 ½ inches at the 
withers. Weight - An absolute minimum of weight is required -- 
just enough flesh to cover the bones; the ribs should be readily 
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NOTICE
2009 JUDGES’ DIRECTORY DEADLINE

Please see page 10 for tear-off sheet 
for any contact information that may have changed.
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felt. Disqualification - Individuals under the minimum height, or 
exceeding the maximum height by more than ½ inch. 

Proportion - In Rough Faced dogs the body is clearly long 
(from the point of shoulder to the ischium) in proportion to 
the height of the dog, whereas Smooth-Faced dogs appear 
much more square. 

Substance - The dog in good working condition is lightly 
boned and sinewy, correctly proportioned and well-balanced, 
and must never appear overdone. 

Head
The head is generally triangular in shape, rather small in 

proportion to the size of the dog, well-filled-in under the eyes; 
the top skull is nearly flat. Expression - Intelligent, alert, and 
cunning, even a little mischievous.  

Eyes - The eyes are almond-shaped, open, and very 
expressive. They are neither prominent nor deeply set. They 
are dark brown in color. Partially or completely blue eyes are 
acceptable only in merles. Eye rims are black no matter what 
color the coat. Disqualification - Missing pigment on the eye 
rims. Disqualification - Blue eyes in a dog of coat color other 

than merle. 
Ears - Both cropped and uncropped ears are equally 

acceptable. The ears are rather short, moderately wide at the 
base, set on top of the head. Ears are traditionally cropped 
straight across and stand erect. Natural ears are semi-prick 
with one-third to one-half of the leather falling either straight 
forward, or to the side in the case of a rose ear. Skull - The skull 
is almost flat on top with only a slight central furrow, gently 
rounded on the sides, and with only a slight development of 
the occiput. The top of the skull slopes gently to the nearly-
parallel muzzle with no marked stop, and the sides of the 
skull blend gently into the muzzle, giving the head a triangular 
wedge shape. Faults - too much hair on the head - particularly 
if it veils the eyes.

Muzzle - Straight, slightly shorter than skull, it lets the 
skull dominate the face; narrow, but not exaggeratedly so, it 
affects a wedge shape, well filled-in under the eyes. This lends 
a triangular shape to the head. In Smooth-Faced dogs, the 
muzzle is slightly longer and more pointed than in the Rough-
Faced dog. This is emphasized by the distinctive smooth face 

continued on page 3

By Roy Stenmark AKC Judge, retired.
Quitting judging was one of the most difficult decisions I 

have had to make in recent years.  I enjoyed the dogs, the 
judging fraternity, the special times spent with Betty-Anne and 
so many of my friends around the country.

Betty-Anne and I often spoke about knowing when to quit 
and whom would you listen to when that time came.  I had 
to make the decision a few years earlier than I anticipated and 
the answer was right there in front of me:  decide whether or 
not you are being fair to the exhibitors.  I have yet to meet an 
exhibitor who disagrees with the concept.

Personal experience brought me to this point of view.  In 
September 2002 I had a leg injury that kept me off my feet 
for eight months, and along with that a lung disease was 
diagnosed.  I could have gone back in the ring the following 
summer if I wanted to use a wheelchair, a walker, crutches or a 
cane.  What bothered me was the way my own dogs reacted 
to me, subtle at times but there.  

Judging guidelines caution about wearing jewelry and 
clothing or hats that can be a distraction while judging.  I felt 
the same consideration should be applied when it came to 
devices needed for assistance in getting around the ring.  I 
understand the need for handicapped access.  The intent is to 
help the individual maintain a quality of life that is as normal 
as possible.  However, it should not have an adverse effect on 
others.

After eight months in bed and six months of a combination 
of physical therapy and pulmonary rehab I returned to judge 
two show weekends.  Over the two days of the first weekend 
I did two mornings of breed judging, a group one day and Best 
in Show the other.  There was oxygen in my bag, just in case.  I 
modified my procedure because of stamina concerns.  During 
group judging my ability to breathe became a concern.  About 
two-thirds of the way through it I started feeling the need 
for a little more oxygen.  Two weeks later Betty-Anne and I 
flew to Philadelphia where I judged a Non-Sporting Group, 
and again I started to feel the need for more oxygen.  From 
outward appearances my concerns were not at all noticeable, 
but nonetheless the need was there.    

I have not judged since.  I felt my concerns about stamina and 
the ability to get enough oxygen affected my thought process 
to a point where I was more concerned about getting through 
it than I was about the business of judging dogs.  I was not 
sure I could be fair to the exhibitors.  There was also the 
question of creating a problem for the show giving 
club by not being able to complete an assignment.  

I know this is a personal matter.  For me, if a person has a 
physical or medical condition that is distracting for the dogs 
and/or affects one’s ability to concentrate on the job at hand, 
they should be asking themselves why am I doing this and am 
I being fair to the exhibitors?  In the end I was the only one 
who could make the decision for me.

some thoughts about retiring

provisional assignments: low entry breeds
Effective immediately the judging of a provisional Low Entry breed in a group will count as an assignment.  The “Low 

Entry” breeds list in effect when regular status is applied for will determine which breeds are eligible for this consideration.  
Provisional judges are responsible to keep track of groups they judge where these breeds have actually competed and 
include that experience with their request for regular status. 
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with its short, fine muzzle hair. In Rough-Faced dogs, the hair 
on the end of the muzzle and chin must be naturally short 
and it lengthens as the muzzle widens toward the skull. This 
gives the characteristic windswept appearance so necessary 
for correct expression. 

Nose - Black. Disqualification - Nose other than black. 
Lips - Tight-fitting, often giving the impression that the dog is 
smiling. The mucous membranes of lips and palate are black 
or strongly marked with black. Bite - The teeth are large and 
strong. Complete dentition is preferred. A scissors bite is 
strongly preferred, an even bite is admissible. Faults - More 
than 1 missing incisor or 2 missing premolars. Teeth broken 
or missing by accident shall not be penalized. Disqualification 
- Overshot or undershot bite.

Neck, Topline, Body 
Neck - Rather long, well-arched flowing smoothly into the 

shoulders, and well muscled, well set from the shoulders. 
Topline - The topline is firm and strong. The tops of the 

rather long shoulder blades clearly project above the line of 
the back. The back is level. The loin is slightly arched, and is 
slightly higher than the top of the shoulder blades. In Rough-
Faced dogs, especially among the long-haired coat type, the 
rounded loin is accentuated by the coat. In Smooth-Faced 
dogs, the topline appears much more level. 

Body - Cleanly boned, the body is rather long and well 
supported, the loin is short, the croup is rather short and 
oblique, flank well tucked up, ribs slightly rounded and extending 
well to the rear. The chest is of medium development and 
descends only to the elbow. 

Tail - The tail may be docked, natural bob, or naturally long. 
All are equally acceptable. The naturally long tail must not rise 
above the level of the back but should continue along the 
slope of the croup. It should be set on rather low and forming 
a crook at the end; well fringed in Rough-Faced dogs, well 

plumed in Smooth-Faced dogs. 
Forequarters 
Shoulders - Shoulder blades are rather long, of moderate 

angulation. Upper Arm - Oblique and moderately long. Forelegs 
- Light-boned, sinewy, rather finely made. Rough-Faced: Fringed 
with rather long hair in long-haired dogs, rather shorter hair 
in the demi-long haired dog. Smooth-Faced: The hair is short 
on the fronts of the legs, and may be furnished with feathering 
along the back of the leg from elbow to pastern. Pasterns - 
Strong, sloping. Dewclaws - The front legs should carry single 
dewclaws, not to be removed. Feet - Oval shaped. The foot 
of the Smooth-Faced dog is a little shorter and more cupped 
than in the Rough-Faced dog. The pads of the feet are dark. 
Nails - The nails are hard and dark. 

Hindquarters 
Hind Legs - The stifle is well bent. The upper thigh is rather 

short. The lower thigh is long. The hocks are clean, well let 
down, well angulated and often close together. When viewed 
from the rear, the legs present parallel columns of support 
from hip to hock. Rough-Faced dogs with demi-long coat are 
generally not as heavily furnished in the rear as the long-haired 
dogs. Feet - The foot of the Smooth-Faced dog is a little shorter 
and more cupped than in the Rough-Faced dog. Dewclaws - 
Double dewclaws, single dewclaws, or lack of dewclaws in the 
rear are all acceptable, however as dewclaws are an ancient 
breed characteristic, all else being equal, the dog possessing 
dewclaws must be preferred. Feet - Oval shaped. The foot 
of the Smooth-Faced dog appears a little shorter and more 
cupped than in the Rough-Faced dog. The pads of the feet are 
dark. The hind feet characteristically toe out slightly and this 
must not be faulted. 

Coat
Coat quality is more important than abundance. Rough-Faced 

pyrenian shepherd standard
continued from page 2

continued on page 13

John d. (JaCK) white, 1942-2008

Executive Field Representative Jack White peacefully passed in the quiet early 
morning on Thursday, August 14, 2008.  His passing was a compassionate release 
from his determined struggle to survive complications growing out of ongoing 
medical problems. 

His family and his own dogs were the greatest passions in his life.  Close behind 
were his love of the sport of purebred dogs and his job.  Jack did his job very well 
and was revered by judges, exhibitors and superintendents wherever he worked.  
All who knew Jack appreciate that he enjoyed having beautiful things in his life: great 
dogs, close friends, good food, fine clothes and fast cars. 

Jack is survived by his loving wife Toni, son John D. White, two Doberman Pinschers, 
an AKC Staff who will miss him dearly and the host of individuals in the fancy whom 
his pleasure was to help.  

The family requests donations in Jack’s name to the “Make a Wish 
Foundation,”  www.wish.org.
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2008 Judges’ breed study groups and seminars

sporting

GA Marietta - September 13-14, 2008  
“Breeding Better Dogs”, Dr. Carmen 
Battaglia Sponsored by the Golden 
Retriever Club; Contact Kathy Smith; (404) 
256-4451

MO St. Louis - September 13-14, 2008 
 “Theory and Problem-Solving Seminar”, 

Connie Cleveland Sponsored by the 
Golden Retriever Club of Greater St. Louis; 
Contact Ruth Ann Favreau; 2673 Glendrive 
Pl., Maryland Heights, MO 63043; (314) 
291-4779; shawneegold@sbcglobal.net

PA Gettysburg - September 15, 2008  
H“The Gordon Setter” Sponsored by 
the Gordon Setter Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Lisa D. Summers; 10312 
Springbrook Ct.; Concord Township, OH 
44077; (440) 352-0578; 

 ncmgordons@aol.com

IN Columbus - September 18, 2008  
H“The Sussex Spaniel”, Sponsored by 
the Sussex Spaniel Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Marcia Deugan; 26400 Morton 
Ave; Bonita Springs, FL 34135; (239) 947-
2426; ziyadahreg@aol.com

RI Warwick - September 25, 2008  
H“Education Seminar and Workshop”, 
Sponsored by the Golden Retriever Club of 
America in conjunction with the National 
Specialty; Contact Ainslie Mills; (604) 882-
0820; oriana@telus.net

KY Owensboro - October 1, 2008 
 H“The Pointer” Sponsored by the 

American Pointer Club in conjunction with 
the National Specialty; Contact Marjorie 
Martorella; (732) 446-2315; 

 marjetta@optonline.net; 
 www.americanpointerclub.org

NE Lincoln – October 2, 2008
 H”The German Wirehaired Pointer”, 

Joy Brewster Sponsored by the German 
Wirehaired  Pointer Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact  Joy Brewster; joybrewster@
earthlink.net

CA Longbeach – October 8, 2008
 H“The English Setter”, Sponsored by the 

English Setter Association of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Joan Savage;  (503) 647-2008; 
robertsavage@msn.com

GA Newnan - October 8, 2008
 H“The Labrador Retriever”, LRC Judges 

Education Committee Sponsored by the 
Labrador Retriever Club in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact Mary 
Feazell; 1221 Hidden Cove Ct.; Granbury, 
TX 76049; (817) 291-8778; 

 wyndcallab@mindspring.com

MD Frederick - October 9, 2008
 H“The Wirehaired Pointing Griffon”, 

Elaine Hunsucker & Joe Hare Sponsored 
by the American Wirehaired Pointing 
Griffon Association in conjunction with 
the National Specialty; Contact Joe Hare; 
66 Madison Ave; Mt. Holly, NJ 08060; 
jhare59@aol.com

MA Fitchburg - October 10-11, 2008
 H“Prioritizing the Chesapeake Bay 

Retriever”, Dyane Baldwin, Ann Jeffcoat 
& Patty Martin Sponsored by the 
American Chesapeake Club in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact Dyane 
Baldwin; 4308 Mannsville Rd; Newport, 
PA 17074; (717) 582-4997;

 pondholo@pa.net

AZ Tucson - November 11, 2008
 H“The Vizsla”, Dr. Sylvia J. Kerr 

Sponsored by the Vizsla Club of America 
in conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Dr. Sylvia J. Kerr; 

 sylvia.kerr@uchsc.edu

NC Apex - November 19, 2008
 H“The Vizsla”, Peggy Schmidt Sponsored 

by the Triangle Area Judges Education 
Group; Contact Cathleen Rubens; (919) 
362-4738; cathy@silverhillrottweilers.com

AR Fort Smith - November 28, 2008
 H“The Brittany”, Diana Kubitz 

Sponsored by the American Brittany Club 
in conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Diana Kubitz; (269) 962-2263; 
renegade@voyager.net

MS Jackson - December 13, 2008
 “Flushing Spaniels Comparison”, 

Douglas A. Johnson Sponsored by the 
Mississippi State KC & Brandon KC of 
Mississippi; Contact Debbie Cox; PO Box 
998; Brandon, MS 39043; (601) 825-0408; 
canuckcorgis@aol.com; 

 www.brandonkc.com and
 www. Msstatekc.org

NY Bay Shore - March 7-8, 2009
 “The Winning Edge- All Breed Handling 

Seminar”, George Alston  Sponsored by 
the Long Island Golden Retriever Club; 
Contact Sara Moran; (516) 524-6769; 
shm1@optonline.net

MO St.Louis - April 23-25, 2009
 H“Curly Coated Retriever National 

Specialty Judges ED”, Judges Education 
Committee Sponsored by the Curly Coated 
Retriever Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact 
Kathryn Cowsert; 5502 Kelrose Court, 
Concord, CA 94521; (925) 202-9000; 
kcowsert@hotmail.com

working

NC Asheville - September 13, 2008
 H“The Saint Bernard”, Beverly Nosiglia 

Sponsored by the Saint Bernard Club of 
America in conjunction with the National 
Specialty; Contact Beverly Nosiglia; 

 (315) 585-6669; beric2008@gmail.com

NC Apex - September 17, 2008
 H“The Siberian Husky”, Cindy Stansell 

Sponsored by the Triangle Area Judges 
Education Group; Contact Cathy Rubens; 
971 Luther Rd; Apex, NC 27523; (919) 
362-4738; cathy@silverhillrottweilers.com

RI Warwick - September 18-19, 2008
 H“The Portuguese Water Dog”, 
 Dr. Elizabeth Trainor Sponsored by the 

Portuguese Water Dog Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Dr. Elizabeth F. Trainor; 25 Lovett 
Road; Oxford, MA 01540; (508) 987-2110; 
eftrainor@verizon.net

GA Atlanta - September 19, 2008
 H“ASDCA’s Breed Standard of Excellence 

Judge’s Seminar and Ringside Mentoring 
at the 2008 ASDCA National Specialty”, 
Laura Edstrom-Smith Sponsored by the 
Anatolian Shepherd Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Genia Kyres;  5078 Argonne Ct; 
San Diego, CA 92117; (858) 274-8628; 
aegean@san.rr.com

MI Howell - September 24, 2008
 H“The Beauceron”, Merle Taylor 

Sponsored by the Michigan Dog Judges 
Group; Contact Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine; 
(734) 662-0849; foxairn_3@msn.com

MO Gray Summit - September 26, 2008
 H“The Giant Schnauzer”, Steve Fox 

Sponsored by the Giant Schnauzer Club of 
America in conjunction with the National 
Specialty; Contact Steve Fox; 

 (502) 833-0374; robert.fox@ge.com

UT Layton - September 26, 2008
 H“The Akita”, Sylvia Thomas Sponsored 

by the Akita Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Sylvia Thomas; (951) 684-8230; 
chiheisenakitas@cs.com

KS Topeka - September 30- October 4, 2008
 H“The Samoyed”, Audrey Lycan 

Sponsored by the Samoyed Club of America 
in conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Audrey Lycan; 508 Shades Walk; 
McDonough, GA 30253; (678) 432-4932; 
winterway@bellsouth.net

CA Pleasanton - October 16, 2008
 H“The Standard Schnauzer”, Lori Walker 

Sponsored by the Standard Schnauzer 
Club of America in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Lori Walker; 
(252) 426-1535; walkerls@earthlink.net

H Denotes parent club sanctioned
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2008 Judges’ breed study groups and seminars
KY Louisville - October 17, 2008
 H“Great Dane Judges Education 

Seminar” Sponsored by the Great Dane 
Club of America in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Jane Treiber; 
PO Box 15; Curtis, WA 98538; 

 (360) 245-3481; jetreiber@centurytel.net

CA Pleasanton - October 17-18, 2008
 H“Breed Lectures and Ringside 

Mentoring” Sponsored by the Standard 
Schnauzer Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact Lori 
Walker; (252) 426-1535; lori@wadsbro.com

PA Gettysburg - October 27, 2008
 H“Siberian Husky Health Symposium”, 

Sponsored by the Siberian Husky Health 
Foundation in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Kathleen 
Stryeski DVM; 270 RT. 539; Cream Ridge, 
NJ 08514; ksiberianhusky1@aol.com

PA Gettysburg - October 31- November1, 2008
 H“Judges Education Seminar and Study 

Group” Sponsored by the Siberian Husky 
Club of America; Contact Phyllis Brayton; 
1508 Brayton Ave; Escalon, CA 95320; 
(209) 838-2251

WA Olympia - November 7, 2008
 H“The Alaskan Malamute”, Nancy 

Russell Sponsored by the Alaskan 
Malamute Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact 
Rosemary Leist; (503) 824-6257; 

 tansa@colton.com

NC Concrd - November 15, 2008
 H“German Pinscher Judges’ Education 

Breed Standard Seminar and Workshop 
with Ringside Mentoring”, Dr. Laura Van 
Horn Sponsored by the German Pinscher 
Club of America in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Dr. Laura Van 
Horn; 1601 Sunset Drive; Sebring, FL 
33870-1504; (863) 385-7803; 

 pinscher@strato.net

PA Gettysburg - November 27, 2008
 H“Siberian Husky Health Symposium”, 

Sponsored by the Siberian Husky Health 
Foundation in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Kathleen 
Stryeski DVM; Rt. 539; Cream Ridge, NJ 
08514; ksiberianhusky1@aol.com

CA Lodi - January 10-11, 2009
 “Breeders Symposium”, Dr Robert Van 

Hutchinson & Dr Claudia Orlandi 
Sponsored by the Great Dane Club of 
Northern California; Contact Barbara 
Moffett; (209) 772-9447; 

 deltabreeze@gotnet.net;
 www.greatdaneclub.org

FL Lakeland - February 13-14, 2009
 H“Working and Terrier Breeds Study 

Group”, Parent Breed Club Approved 
Presenters Sponsored by the Akita Club 
of Tampa Bay; Contact Donald Plummer; 
(813) 985-4432; dplummer@inu.com

FL Lakeland - February 14, 2009
 “The CHIC/DNA Banking Project”, 

Rachel Peeples, DVM Sponsored by the 
Akita Club of Tampa Bay; Contact Donald 
Plummer; (813) 985-4432; 

 dplummer@inu.com

FL Lakeland - February 14-15, 2009
 “A DNA Collection Clinic” Sponsored 

by the Akita Club of Tampa Bay, in 
Conjunction with Lakeland/Winter Haven 
KC & the Co-Operation of the CHF 
President’s Council and OFA; Contact 
Donald Plummer; (813) 985-4432; 
dplummer@inu.com

TX Carrollton - April 18, 2009
 “AKC Obedience & Rally Seminar”, AKC 

Field Rep Sponsored by the Doberman 
Pinscher Club of Dallas; Contact Julie 
Lessick; 2328 Seeding Lane Dallas, TX 
75287; (972) 306-3133; 

 gsddobetx@verizon.netx

TX Carrollton - April 19, 2009
 “AKC Obedience & Rally Seminar”, AKC 

Field Rep Sponsored by the Doberman 
Pinscher Club of Dallas; Contact Julie 
Lessick; 2328 Seeding Lane Dallas, TX 
75287; (972) 306-3133; 

 gsddobetx@verizon.netx

NC Fontana Village - May 15, 2009
 H“Mastiff Standard Seminar and 

Ringside Mentoring”, Jim Hudspeth & 
Diane Collings Sponsored by the Mastiff 
Club of America in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Jessica Watson; 
2701 Oakridge Rd; Burleson, TX 76028; 
(817) 295-3733; oaklair@applink.net

HounD

IA Des Moines - September 6, 2008
 H“The Hunt for the Perfect 

Otterhound”, Louise DeShon Sponsored 
by the Otterhound Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Arlyne Smith; 293 Lynn Lane; 
Chicago Heights, IL 60411; (708) 756-
7405; arlynebearsden@aol.com

TX Parker – September 21, 2008
 “The Basenji”, Marianne Klinkowski 

Sponsored by the Basenji Club of America 
In conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Marianne Klinkowski; (408) 446-
0604; naharin@comcast.net

MI Frankenmuth - September 23, 2008
 H“Pedigree Analysis, Formula Breeding 

and Selecting a Sire”, Dr. Carmen 
Battaglia Sponsored by the Afghan Hound 
Club of America; Contact Anita Richards; 
233W 550N; Valparaiso, IN 46385; 
aktrichards@aol.com

PA Gettysburg - September 24, 2008
	 H“The Rhodesian Ridgeback”, Barbara 

Rupert Sponsored by the Rhodesian 
Ridgeback Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact 
Barbara Rupert; oakhrustrr@aol.com

CO Estes Park - October 1, 2008
 H“The Beagle, Breed Seminar and 

Hands-On.” Sponsored by the National 
Beagle Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact Kathy 
Forbes; (515) 278-5008; 

 skylinebeagles@yahoo.com

TX Plano - October 1-2, 2008
 H“The Basset Hound”, Judges Education 

Committee Sponsored by the Basset 
Hound Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact Betsy 
Deans; (770) 307-8184; betdeans@aol.com; 
www.basset-bhca.org

CO Pueblo - November 8, 2008
 “Irish Wolfhound Judges Seminar/

Workshop”, Gretchen Bernardi Sponsored 
by the Southern Colorado Kennel Club; 
Contact Connie Smalley; Praire Creek 
Meadow; 363 E 1900 North Rd; Gilman, 
IL 60938; (815) 265-7749

terrier

CT Bethel - September 16, 2008
 “Parson Russell Terrier / Smooth Fox 

Terrier / Wire Fox Terrier Comparison”, 
Stacy Snyder Work and Michale Buckley 
Sponsored by the Connecticut Dog Judges; 
Contact Helene Nietsch; (203) 229-5710; 
helene.nietsch@ge.com

TX Hutto - September 25, 2008
	 H“The Border Terrier Judges Seminar 

and Workshop”, Robert Naun & Debra 
Blake Sponsored by the Border Terrier 
Club of America in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Robert Naun; 
(845) 628-3059; rjnaun@comcast.net

OH Columbus – November 15, 2008
 “The Bedlington Terrier”, Sponsored by 

the Bedlington Terrier Club of America; 
Contact Kristine Mullen;  672 Hurd Road, 
Oxford, MI 48371; (248) 969-1300 

MD Frederick - January 27, 2009
 H“Smooth & Wire Fox Terriers”, Jo 

Hubbs & Chad Howard Sponsored by the 
Mason - Dixon Dog Judges Association; 
Contact Al Ferruggiaro;  (301) 421-1930; 
alf198@yahoo.com

FL Lakeland - February 13-14, 2009
 H“Working and Terrier Breeds Study 

Group”, Parent Breed Club Approved 
Presenters Sponsored by the Akita Club 
of Tampa Bay; Contact Donald Plummer; 
(813) 985-4432; dplummer@inu.com
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toy

CO Denver - September 3, 2008
 H“A Study in The Pekingese”, John D. 

French Sponsored by the Pekingese Club of 
America in conjunction with the National 
Specialty; Contact John French; (786) 877-
4901; mstarpk@aol.com; 

 www.thepekingeseclubofamerica.com

IA Des Moines - September 5-6, 2008
 H“Understanding the English Toy 

Spaniel”, Sponsored by the English Toy 
Spaniel Club of America; Contact Jamie 
Ward; (515) 225-6610;

 jamieward@sprintmail.com

MI Port Huron - September 10, 2008
 H“The Maltese”, Daryl Martin & 

Mary Day Sponsored by the American 
Maltese Association in conjunction with 
the National Specialty; Contact Daryl 
Martin or Mary Day; (847) 432-9314; 
daryldmartin@sbcglobal.net 

 marylday37@hotmail.com

IL Hoffman Estates - October 3, 2008
 H“The Chihuahua”, Education 

Committee of the CCA Sponsored by the 
Chihuahua Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact Max 
Hurd; mhurd4@cox.net

CA Ontario - October 10, 2008
 H“The Pug”, Donnelle Richards 

Sponsored by the Pug Dog Club of America 
in conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Donnelle Richards; (408) 848-
3336; donnellerichards@verizon.net

NC Apex - October 15, 2008
 H“The Shih Tzu”, Joe Walton Sponsored 

by the Triangle Area Judges Education 
Group; Contact Cathy Rubens; (919) 362-
4738; silvrhil@bellsouth.net

MD Salisbury - November 8, 2008
 H“Silky Terrier Breed Study with 

Ringside Mentoring”, Irma Marshall 
Sponsored by the Silky Terrier Club of 
America; Contact Judi Carson; (215) 836-
9656; judicarson@comcast.net

non-sporting

MA Falmouth - September 11, 2008
 H“The Finnish Spitz”, Rich (Rowdy) 

Yates Sponsored by the Finnish Spitz 
Club of America in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Cindy Stansell; 
(919) 359-1150; rocyn@embarqmail.com

MO Gray Summit - September 18, 2008
 H“The Shiba Inu”, Laura Payton 

Sponsored by the Shiba Inu Club of 
America in conjunction with the National 
Specialty; PO Box 346 Jamestown, KY 
42629; (270) 866-9275; fanfair@aol.com

TX New Braunfels - September 20-21, 2008
 “Canine Reproduction & Whelping and 

Puppy Intensive Care”, Myra Savant-
Harris Sponsored by the Heart of Texas 
French Bull Dog Club; Contact Mary 
Miller; PO Box 434; Marion, TX 78124; 
(830) 386-0271; alphabostons.aol.com

IL Schiller Park - October 11, 2008
 H“The Dalmatian”, Meg I. Hennessey 

Sponsored by the Chicago Dalmatian Club; 
Contact Meg I. Hennessey; PO Box 257; 
Marengo, IL 60152-0257; (815) 597-4601; 
meg@snowood.net; www.chicagodals.org

KS Lawrence - October 13, 2008
 “Canine Reproduction & Whelping and 

Puppy Intensive Care”, Myra Savant-
Harris Sponsored by the French Bull Dog 
Club of America; Contact Karen Fore; 
(405) 250-3171

KS Lawrence - October 15, 2008
 H“French Bulldog Judges Study Group 

and Ringside Mentoring” Sponsored by 
the French Bull Dog Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Virginia Rowland; (978) 424-
1044; blackslate@aol.com; 

 www.frenchbulldogclub.org

WA Kelso - October 22, 2008
 H“Breeding Better Dogs”, Dr. Carmen 

Battaglia Sponsored by the Lowchen Club 
of America; Contact Janette Swindler; 

 (360) 785-9630

MA Mansfield - October 24, 2008
 H“The Lhasa Apso” Sponsored by the 

American Lhasa Apso Club in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact Pat 
Keen Fernandes; PO Box 119; Knightsen, 
CA 94548; (925) 679-8976; shotrru@
comcast.net

PA Reading - November 24, 2008
 H“Bulldog Breed Study Group”, Brenda 

Newcomb & Elizabeth Milam Sponsored 
by the Bulldog Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Brenda Newcomb; 262 NE 
Cerritos Dr.; Palm Springs, CA 92262; 
(760) 325-3192; bulldogsbrenda@aol.com

HerDing

MN Lake Elmo - September 18, 2008
	 H“The Old English Sheepdog”, Mary 

Anne Brocious Sponsored by the Old 
English Sheepdog Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Mary Anne Brocious; 1130 
Country Court; Milford, MI 48381; (248) 
685-8428; qubicoes@earthlink.net

NY North Syracuse - September 20-21, 2008
 “Corky Vroom Breed Handling Seminar”, 

Corky Vroom Sponsored by the Berkshire 
Belgian Tervuren Club; Contact Janina 
Laurin; (203) 797-9663;

 chateaublancknls@hotmail.com

MD Frederick - September 23, 2008
 H“The Pembroke Welsh Corgi”, Carrie 

Chase* Sponsored by the Mason-Dixon 
Dog Judges Association; Contact Al 
Ferruggiaro; (301) 421-1930;

 alf198@yahoo.com

KY Ft. Mitchell - September 24, 2008
 H“Socialization of the Puppy”, Kathryn 

Lanam Sponsored by the Briard Club of 
America in conjunction with the National 
Specialty; Contact Kathy; (330) 426-2668; 
ohiobriard@aol.com;

 www.briardclubofamerica.org

NY Waterloo - September 24, 2008
 H“Understanding the Canaan Dog”, 

Cynthia Grupp Sponsored by the Canaan 
Dog Club of America in conjunction with 
the National Specialty; Contact Christina 
Miller; 3220 Gees Mill Rd.; Conyers, GA 
30013; (770) 761-1997; 

 riverrockcd@yahoo.com

KY Fort Mitchell - September 26, 2008
 H“Breed Study Group for Judges”, 

Sponsored by the Briard Club of America 
in conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Meg Weitz; (336) 510-7650; 
mwweitz@aol.com

PA Shartlesville - September 30, 2008
 H“The Australian Cattle Dog”, Pat Leach 

Sponsored by the Australian Cattle Dog 
Club of America in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Deb Casey; 
(469) 844-3644; deb@txk9.com; 

 www.acdca.org

OH Springfield – October 9, 2008
 H”The Puli”, Suzi Szeremy Sponsored by 

the Puli Club of America in  conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact  
Barbara Pessina; 632 Peekskill Hollow 
Road;  Putnam Valley, NY 10579; (845) 
528-9350; educosvc@aol.com

TN Memphis – October 10, 2008
 “The Polish Lowland Sheepdog”,  Pam 

Siehr Sponsored by the American Polish 
Lowland Sheepdog Club in conjunction  
with the National Specialty; Contact Pam 
Siehr; (920) 682-0926;  psiehr@lsol.net

NM Albuquerque – October 18, 2008
 “Bouviers des Flandres Breed Study 

and Hands-On Seminar”, Nancy Eilks 
Sponsored by the American Bouviers des 
Flandres Club in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Nancy Eilks; 
(920) 650-2299; eilks@gdinet.com

CA Rohnert Park - October 30, 2008
 H“Bearded Collie Breed Study”, 

Rosemary Schroeder Sponsored by 
the Bearded Collie Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Rosemary Schroeder; 887 Gray’s 
Lane; New Richmond, OH 45157; (513) 
553-3675; rschroeder@fuse.net

2008 Judges’ breed study groups and seminars
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2008 Judges’ breed 
study groups 
and seminars

a CommuniQue From the 
newFoundland Club oF ameriCa

 
JUDGES EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The old adage “Beauty is in the eyes of the beholder” leaves unlimited latitude for 
individual interpretation.  And so it may be with the words of the Newfoundland 
standard which state:  “Excessive hair may be trimmed for neatness.”  The 
Newfoundland may be meticulously groomed but not at the expense of its natural 
appearance.

 The adult Newfoundland has a flat, water-resistant, double coat that tends to fall 
back into place.  Hints on coat care which appear in the 1999 edition of the club’s 
Illustrated Guide offer a few suggestions intended to assist the companion dog 
owner as well as the show exhibitor.  Some Newfoundland fanciers object to the 
wording of this passage fearing it only encourages sculpting and clipping.  However, 
the same paragraph states that excessive trimming is NOT encouraged and this 
viewpoint is expressed repeatedly at every seminar presented by the NCA’s Judges 
Education Committee.

 Judges, the onus is on you.  Professional adjudicating is subjective and it is inevitable 
that so-called excessive coat trimming will always be a judgment call, based on each 
individual’s perception of what is appropriate.  Pat Hastings, well known author and 
judge, writing about coat care in her book “TRICKS OF THE TRADE:  FROM BEST 
INTENTIONS TO BEST IN SHOW,” says, “The trick to good grooming is to make 
it look like God grew it that way.”

 Although our breed standard neither requires nor disallows trimming, and there 
is no disqualification for what may be considered sculpting, your eyes must evaluate 
what best suits your mental image of the ideal Newfoundland, and your thorough 
hands-on examination of the animal must support your visual impressions.  The 
preface to the Newfoundland Club of America’s Illustrated Guide quotes the sage 
comments of the late Mr. and Mrs. Major B. Godsol, noted Newfoundland breeders 
and all breed judges: “…..all the grooming and skillful handling cannot change a 
mediocre dog into a top one, nor are beauty treatments transmitted.”

The American Shetland Sheepdog Association judges education materials are 
now available on the ASSA website; www.assa.org. Included are new and revised 
materials in pdf files, a pdf file in full color of the new slide presentation, and the 
current list of ASSA judge’s education mentors. ASSA invites all present and future 
Shetland Sheepdog judges to visit the website.

JUDGING OPERATIONS NO LONGER WAREHOUSES STANDARDS
Standards for new breeds entering Groups will be provided on an individual basis to those judges who will 
be approved for those breeds. All other breed standards are available by their respective Group and may be 

ordered through the Online Store (www.akc.org/store/) or the Order desk, (919) 233-9767.

TX Beaumont - November 4, 2008
 H“The German Shepherd Dog”, Helen 

Gleason, Dr. D. Ardoin and Jim York 
Sponsored by the German Shepherd Dog 
Club of America in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Diane Mehra; 
4980 Neal Ave. N.; Stillwater, MN 55082; 
(651) 439-0215; dmehra@aol.com

GA Pine Mountain - November 14, 2008
 H“The Pembroke Welsh Corgi”, Sandra 

Wolfskill Sponsored by the Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Marilyn Van Vleit; 6352 Liberty 
Rd.; S. Salem, OR 97306; (503) 581-5144; 
mvanvleit@farmersagent.com

MS Jackson - December 13, 2008
 H“Understanding the Old English 

Sheepdog”, Edy Dykstra-Blum Sponsored 
by the Mississippi State KC and Brandon 
KC of Mississippi; Contact Debbie Cox; 
PO Box 998; Brandon, MS 39043; (601) 
825-0408; canuckcorgis@aol.com; 

 www.brandonkc.com and 
 www.msstatekc.org

PA Fishing Creek - January 31-February1, 2009
 “”The Winslow Way” All Breed Handling 

Clinic”, Rose Chandless Sponsored by 
the Harrisburg Shetland Sheepdog Club; 
Contact Ed Martin; 685 Miller Rd; York 
Haven, PA 17370; (717) 773-6200; 
eddonmar_17370@yahoo.com; 

 www.harrisburgssc.org

MisCeLLAneous

MI Howell - October 22, 2008
 “The Pyrenean Shepherd”, Dr. Patricia 

Princehouse Sponsored by the Michigan 
Judges Education Association; Contact 
Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine; (734) 662-0849; 
foxairn_3@msn.com

MI Howell - May 27, 2009
 H“The Icelandic Sheepdog”, Laurie 

Ball-Gisch Sponsored by the Michigan 
Judges Educational Association; Contact 
Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine; (734) 662-0849; 
foxairn_3@msn.com

AkC institutes

VA Fredericksburg - January 10-11, 2009
 “The AKC Institute for Aspiring and 

Newly Approved Judges”, AKC Staff 
Sponsored by the American Kennel Club; 
Contact Kathy Caruana; (919) 816-3862; 
kac1@akc.org
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By: Diana Kubitz
American Brittany Club
Judge’s Education Coordinator

In an early article in The American Brittany, Vol 6, 
No. 11, June 1955, Dr. Allen Truex, M.D. stated:

“Whenever Brittany people gather, the discussion 
invariably includes “dual purpose dogs.” The 
dictionary states that dual is, an adjective meaning, 
“composed or consisting of two parts; twofold.” Then 
the dual purpose dog is one that is proficient at two 
different things. We are now the proud owners of the 
greatest “dual champion” of all times—she can eat more and 
sleep more than anything on four legs! However, this is not 
the twofold purpose we usually desire. Rather it is that the 
dog has the ability to perform well and also looks good. The 
dog’s general appearance should appeal to the owner’s eye 
for canine beauty. Not many of us would desire a sway back, 
bowlegged dog. Neither would the hunter knowingly purchase 
a blinking, trailing or gun shy dog. So the dual dog we desire is 
one that looks good, or has the proper conformation, and can 
also do a creditable job in any type of field work for which we 
wish to train him.”

Today the discussion has not changed, and when Brittany 
folks gather the question is still asked; “How do we keep our 
breed dual?”  We have more dual champions than any other 
breed, and we would like it to stay that way.

In September of 2007 I submitted my yearly report to 
the American Brittany Club’s Board of Directors.  In it 
I recommended that we tell AKC that we want judges to 
take our Brittany seminar at least every five years.  It passed 
unanimously.

You might ask the reason for the recommendation and it 
is quite simple.  Today, tomorrow and forever, The American 
Brittany Club wants the Brittany to be a “Dual Dog.”  Part of 
that is in the hands of the breeders who must adhere to the 
standard when breeding.  After that it’s in the hands of the 
judges, show and field.

In the field the dogs are asked to find birds, point them with 
style and as adult dogs to be “steady to wing and shot.”  So 
part of that process is in the handler’s hands and is dependent 
on the quality of his training.  The other portion is up to the 
dog.  If they point the bird and all is in order, the judges must 
then decide which of the dogs run that day should place.

Similarly in the show ring, the handler trains the dog and it’s 
up to the dog to perform on a given day.  In this article I will 

be discussing the standard and the show judge’s responsibility 
in helping us keep our breed dual.

Our judge’s education committee has come up 
with many new and innovative ways to explain what 
the Brittany is asked to do in the field, and we would 

like to share this information with judges.  Some of 
you may have received a CD in the mail asking you 
to watch it and give us your opinion.  Hopefully many 

of you will be taking a seminar in the near future and 
will able to see the field portions we have added to our 

presentation.  Understanding what our dogs are asked to 
do in the field should make understanding the function of the 
dog as it applies in the ring easier.

When judging a Brittany you must never forget the “function” 
of the dog.  It must move quickly over all types of terrain, 
through all types of cover in an efficient “ground covering” 
manner, seeking game.  Every part of the Brittany standard is 
written with this in mind.  The open nostrils to smell the game, 
the eyes well set to prevent eye injury in heavy cover, etc.

Too often, we see judges choosing a dog with a pretty coat 
over a dog with better structure and sound movement.  Judges 
need to look past the coat color and coat condition, and look 
at the structure and soundness of the dog underneath.  A coat 
can be trimmed to enhance the outline of a dog; therefore, 
you need to feel the dog to ensure that there is sufficient 
substance under the coat.  Some judges see coat color, coat 
condition and head as “type” and completely miss the dog’s 
overall soundness and utility as opposed to simply considering 
how attractive the dog looks standing.

Our mantra about coat is “too little is preferable to too 
much.”  We repeat it often because we mean it. Profuse coat 
will never be seen in a dog that is worked in the field, because 
it would require hours of grooming to pick out burrs and 
other debris.  On the flip side, a Brittany should not be over 
groomed with a scissored outline, back-brushed legs, or a coat 
full of product.

Brittanys may not always show enthusiasm at a show; finding 
birds and playing with the family is more fun, but they should 
NEVER be timid or mean.  A bird dog, while it can be gentle, 
must be bold and sound in mind and body.

Shoulders should be sloping and set correctly.  Today we see 
straight shoulders set too far forward.  It makes for a pretty 
Topline, but it is not correct. Similarly we are seeing feet too 
flat.  We’ve come up with new ways to make comparisons 
with good and bad examples in our newest presentation for 
judges.

Our standard emphasizes side movement and the ability 
of the dog to cover ground efficiently; it does not mean that 
the down and back movement can be discarded.  We are 
concerned because we see far too many hackney gaits or 
“flipping fronts” (caused by too short an upper arm), being put 
up over sound dogs with proper movement.  Our standard 
calls for “reach and drive.”  Reach is when the front foot moves 

Can you define the following?
 1. Isabella
 2. Kissing Spot
 3. Marcel Effect
(Answers on page 12)

the memory banK

Judging the brittany

continued on page 9
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important notiCe

2009 JUDGES’ DIRECTORY DEADLINE
This year the Judging Operations department will not send you a letter reminding you to review your contact information.  

We have provided a tear-off sheet to be used (see page 10) only if you have changes to your contact information.  It is very 
important that you return this notice by October 1, 2008.  All changes must be submitted in writing to Judging Operations 
Department, PO Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062 by that date.

The 2009 Judges Directory will be available in January 2009, and will include all changes submitted by October 1, 2008 plus 
final Staff Committee actions through the August 2008, meeting. 

     

your aCCount

As mentioned in the Summer, 2008 Standard, you may manage 
your own contact information within your AKC On-Line Account 
at the AKC Website. 

Prior to managing your contact information, you will need to 
create an account.  

Please refer to the instructions, “Getting Started” to create an 
account.  For further assistance or questions, please feel free to 
contact Ines Maldonado ixm@akc.org  (919) 816-3570.  

well forward, not up.  The upward motion is not efficient in the 
field and will even cause injury to the dog in some cases.  

At the very least the dog will not show the stamina a dog 
with correct movement will exhibit.  We are looking for a well 
balanced dog that moves well. When you find that, you will 
find the “type” we look for in the Brittany world.

A friend and mentor of mine was a Standard Poodle breeder.  
Every time I visited her she would be “roading” her Poodles 
from her bicycle.  One day I asked her why. She explained 
that conditioning was part of conformation and that no dog 
in the ring should be overweight or move with a rolling gait.  
She went further to say that since I owned a sporting dog, 
conditioning was even more important.   Every time I see an 
over-weight Brittany whose sides roll as they move, I cringe.  I 
know the handler didn’t do their homework and their dog is 
not in proper condition to show and could not perform the 
breed’s function as it was meant to do.  Judges, please don’t 
reward this lack of condition.

I would be remiss if I didn’t make some mention of size.  If 
you find a sound dog with good movement in your ring and 
you think it might be too small or too tall, please measure it.  
Our standard for males and females is the same - 17 ½” to 20 
½”.  Far too many judges decide a dog is too big and do not 
use it.  Again, please measure.

Brittanys come in a variety of colors, orange and white, liver 

and white, orange roan, liver roan and tri-color.  No black is 
acceptable in nose or coat.  Tri colors are acceptable, but not 
preferable.  A Tri must be a liver and white, which exhibits 
classic orange markings specifically described in the standard; 
no less and no more.  If you find a mis-marked Tri, you need 
to make a reference in your judges book that it is mis-marked 
and please do not use it.

Again Dr. Truex says: “So the dual dog we desire is one that 
looks good, or has the proper conformation, and can also do 
a creditable job in any type of field work for which we wish 
to train him.”  They may be asked to do that for six hours, 30 
minutes, or anything in between.  

I have only touched on a few examples of things we have 
tried to clarify in our new judge’s education presentation.  We 
look forward to meeting you and getting your opinions on 
what we have done.  A judge’s education program is always a 
work in progress for any breed, but technology has enabled us 
to do things not possible before.   We look forward to many 
more improvements in the future, hence the “every five years” 
request.  We’ll try to make that as easy as possible for judges.  
Whenever we are asked to present at a judge’s institute or do 
a presentation anywhere, we answer a resounding YES!

If you need information on finding a Brittany seminar, 
workshop or mentor, or would like a Brittany presentation 
done for your group, please contact me at (269) 962-2363 
or renegade@voyager.net.  Thank you for doing your part in 
keeping the Brittany “forever a dual dog.”

Judging the brittany
continued from page 8
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By Peter Gaeta
I live in Charlotte, NC but keep an apartment in Raleigh.  I 

go home a couple of times each month for a short weekend. 
Lately, the fuel efficiency of my car and the cost of gasoline 
have occupied my mind on the 360 mile round trip.  I cannot 
imagine the cost of traveling to and from dog shows these 
days.       

I drive a relatively fuel efficient, but fun to drive auto.  That 
means it is hard not to drive at least 80 miles per hour in the 
flow of traffic on the highway.  The car is equipped with a 
computer that tells me more than I really want to know, but it 
is a fun toy.  I typically get 28 to 31 miles per gallon, depending 
on whether I drive 70ish or 80ish.  Yesterday I decided to see 
what real difference my speed made.

The traffic was light, so I set the cruise control at 66 miles 
per hour and stayed in the right lane.  Using cruise control 
increases efficiency, because the speed stays steady.  I noticed 
that a large truck was traveling the same speed, so I just stayed 
behind it all the way.  I reduced the speed to 55 miles per hour 
through a 15 mile construction zone, but otherwise did not 
alter my speed.  

Gas mileage for the overall trip was 35.3 miles per gallon.  
That is over 4 miles per gallon better than when I drive 70ish.  
The construction zone was about 2/3 the way through the 
trip.  Coming out of that leg of the trip at 55 miles per hour, 
my overall mileage was 35.5 miles per gallon.  I saved nearly 
13% keeping my speed at about 66 miles per hour and using 
my cruise control.   

Coincidentally, when I reached my apartment, there was an 
article in the Raleigh Sunday paper, “The News and Observer,” 
regarding mileage and fuel economy.  The Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory study indicated that there was nearly a 20% 
savings if vehicles were driven at 65 rather than 75 miles per 
hour.  There was a 30% savings if vehicles were driven at 55 
miles per hour.  

In this election year, this is such a controversial issue that, 
even though the U.S. is in a fuel crisis, nobody seems to want to 
address the link between how fast we drive and conservation.  
However, as individuals, we have our own budgets to consider.  
We could take our own vacation from at least part of the gas 
taxes.  You do the math.  You could save 10% to 30% on fuel 
for your highway driving.  

gas rebate

By Executive Field Representative Linda Hurlebaus
“I need the ramp for Bulldogs.”  Sounds easy enough to 

request, right?  Unfortunately, sometimes this is easier said 
than done. Judges have requested the ramp at short notice 
and could not be accommodated.  Time limitations may not 
allow for unpacking an additional ramp from a truck, or there 
may not be enough ramps to accommodate all requests. 

The new “Rules, Policies, and Guidelines for Dog Show 
Judges” states that “A judge requesting the use of a ramp must 
give reasonable notice to the Show Superintendent/Show 
Secretary prior to the day of the show”.  This is a change 
from the wording that you are familiar with that required 
“reasonable notice prior to judging”.  Under this old verbiage, 
judges requested the ramp the day of the show. 

With the increased number of breeds that can be examined 
on a ramp, plus the occasional emergency use, the necessity 
to forecast its use each weekend becomes more important.  
The more notice that you give the Superintendent or Show 
Secretary, the better the planning.  Large shows and shows 
with supported entries or specialties could tie up the use of a 

ramp for an extended period of time.  As well, in large venues 
it may be difficult to move a ramp quickly from one end of the 
building to another, especially in crowds. 

As a judge, you receive a card in the mail from the 
Superintendent that you return with your specific breed 
removal requests/restrictions, etc.  This is an ideal opportunity 
to include a note that you intend to use a ramp for a breed(s).  
If you forget to use the return card, talk to the Superintendent 
at a prior show, call or notify them by email as early as possible.  
You can request a ramp a day or two early on the same 
weekend as the show you need the ramp, but there is always 
a possibility that the Superintendent may find this difficult to 
arrange depending on prior requests and scheduling conflicts.

Remember - the more advance notice that you can provide, 
the better prepared everyone will be so that the ramp will 
be at the ring for your use.  If you need to request the ramp 
on the day you judge, talk with the Superintendent when you 
arrive early in the morning. 

Working together is the best way to ensure your needs can 
be accommodated!

ramp Considerations

important reminder From Customer serviCe: 
Judges’ booKs

Please remember to turn your judges’ books in yourself immediately when finished judging, and carefully double check 
them before you do.  It is always wise to check back with the superintendent before you leave in case they have discovered 
something that needs your attention.  It is much easier to address mismarks on the day than it is two weeks later.  
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 MEMORY BANK ANSWERS From page 8: 1. Isabella: Describes color similar to fawn or light bay, but has 
more saturation and brilliance (similar to a bay-colored horse).  Such as in Doberman Pinschers.
2. Kissing Spot: The name given to the Lozenge Mark on the head of the Blenheim Variety of the English Toy 
Spaniel and the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel.  3. Marcel Effect: Rectangular, continuous waves in the coat, as 
in the American Water Spaniel.

By Dr. Laura Van Horn
German Pinscher Club of America
Judges Education Coordinator

“The German Pinscher is a medium size, short-coated 
dog, elegant in appearance with a strong square build 
and moderate body structure, muscular and powerful 
for endurance and agility. Energetic, watchful, alert, agile, 
fearless, determined, intelligent and loyal, the German 
Pinscher has the prerequisites to be an excellent watchdog 
and companion. The German Pinscher is examined on the 
ground”. 

German Pinschers entered AKC as its 149th recognized 
breed on January 1, 2003.  AKC approved its initial breed 
standard that became effective March 1, 2001.  The wording 
of the breed’s topline description in this initial standard was 
misinterpreted and did not define the German Pinscher 
accurately.  Additionally, the standard had no disqualifications.   

A standard is a set of guidelines, defined in terms of quality, 
used to ensure that dogs produced by a breeder conform 
to the specifics of the breed.  Standards describe a breed’s 
physical qualities and character attributes.  Each national parent 
club creates a “blueprint” or written description for its breed’s 
purpose, appearance, temperament, structure, and essence 
that differentiates its breed from another.  This essence is “type” 
and the written description is the “breed standard”.   

 To describe something in terms of its quality is effectively 
describing it by the measure of its Degree of Excellence. The 
existence of a standard is implicit in the concept of quality.  
Evaluating the quality of a dog is rather more of a scientific 
process based on facts and evidence than it is one based on 
personal opinion. It is not how “cute” a dog is that determines 
its quality — it is how closely the dog conforms to its own 
Breed Standard.  Hence, the breed standard is an agreed upon 
standard of excellence. 

Therefore, the German Pinscher Club of America’s Board 
and members revised and accepted the current breed 
standard that became Effective January 1, 2006.  Additionally, 
the standard includes a DISQUALIFICATION:  “Dogs not of 
an allowable color”. 

Breed conformation—a combination of skeleton, muscle 
structure, body shape, and coat type—is unique to each 
breed.  However, even though it describes the ideal specimen 
of a particular breed, many standards are still open to 
interpretation.  Frequently, as much as a breed club tries, there 
may be inconsistencies and or omissions in the detail used to 
describe a particular characteristic or in the wording used for 
the characteristics.  The result is that some breed standards are 
open to interpretation and to a judge’s individual perception.  

Judging German Pinschers is no different.  When evaluating 

our German Pinschers, breed type is essential.  The important 
characteristics that define the essence of the German Pinscher 
include:
Ø Overall balance 
Ø Outline
Ø Size
Ø Head 
Ø Topline 
Ø Movement
Ø Temperament

When observed from the side, a judge should look for a well-
balanced, square, medium-sized, alert dog/bitch.  The German 
Pinscher has elegance without exaggeration.  The balance and 
outline should indicate that it is a German Pinscher (17”-20”), 
not a small Doberman and not a large Miniature Pinscher.  A 
German Pinscher is not a statue.  It is an ever-alert, intelligent, 
and active dog that is constantly vigilant of its surroundings.

The key word is moderate.  A German Pinscher is moderate 
in bone, thickness of neck, length of neck, tuck-up, width of chest, 
and tail set.  Correct size (17”-20”) is essential to maintain the 
German Pinscher type.

The correct topline is an integral part of the German Pinscher 
type.  As stated in the January 1, 2006, revised standard:  

“the withers form the highest point of the topline, which 
slopes slightly toward the rear, extending in a straight line 
from behind the withers, through the well-muscled loin, 
to the faintly curved croup.  BACK-short, firm, and level, 
muscular at the loins.  FAULTS-long back, NOT giving the 
appearance of squarely built; sway back, roach back.”  The 
German Pinscher should not be “high in the rear”.

The following diagram should assist in explaining/visualizing 
the German Pinscher’s topline:

Correct HEIGHT—highest point of the withers =

Correct LENGTH—prosternum to rump
Additional faults include:
Ø Under 17 inches and over 20 inches

navigating german pinsChers

continued on page 13
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navigating german pinsChers

Ø Overshot or undershot bites, absence of primary molars
Ø Excessive tuck-up
Ø Any white markings on the dog are undesirable. 
Ø Hackney gait
Ø Shy
German Pinschers should move at a moderate to slow trot, 

preferably on a loose lead.  Movement should be efficient with 
good reach and drive.  The topline should remain firm and level 
at the trot.

A judge should withhold ribbons from any German Pinschers 
that do not meet the criteria for breed type.

In conclusion, when navigating a German Pinscher and 
evaluating for breed type, the important characteristics that 
define the essence of the German Pinscher include, but are not 
limited to, overall balance, outline, size, head, topline, movement, 
and temperament.  This could be the ideal time to read and or 
review the current AKC-approved, German Pinscher Standard, 
Effective January 1, 2006.

Dr. Laura Van Horn
GPCA Judges’ Education Chairperson
1601 Sunset Drive, Sebring, Florida 33870
pinscher@strato.net
863-385-7803

continued from page 12

pyrenian shepherd standard
continued from page 3

- The Rough-Faced dog’s coat can be of long or demi-long hair, 
almost flat or slightly wavy. Demi-long dogs have culottes on 
the rump, while the long-haired dogs are often more heavily 
furnished with woollier hair that may cord, especially on the 
elbows, croup, and thighs, but never on the head. The texture 
is harsh, being halfway between the hair of a goat and the 
wool of a sheep. The undercoat is minimal. The hair on the 
end of the muzzle and the chin must be naturally short and it 
lengthens as the muzzle widens toward the skull. The longer 
hair on the sides of the muzzle and cheeks is swept back giving 
a windblown look. The eyes must be readily visible, not veiled 
by hair. Smooth-Faced - The muzzle is covered with short, 
fine hairs, hence the term Smooth-Faced. The hair becomes 
somewhat longer on the sides of the head, blending into a 
modest ruff. The hair on the body is fine and soft, attaining a 
maximum length of no more than 3 inches for the ruff and 
culottes, 2 inches along the back. The fronts of the legs are 
covered with short, fine hairs; there is often some furnishing on 
the elbows and thighs. Faults - Excessively long coat, excessive 
furnishings. Too much hair on the head, especially if the hair 
veils the eyes or displays a pronounced moustache or beard. 
NO RIBBON SHALL BE AWARDED TO A DOG WHOSE 
COAT HAS BEEN SCISSORED, ESPECIALLY ON THE FACE, 
EXCEPT FOR NEATENING OF THE FEET. 

Color
Various shades of fawn from tan to copper, with or without 

a mixture of black hairs; grey, ranging from charcoal to silver 
to pearl grey; merles of diverse tones; brindle; black; black with 
white markings not exceeding 30% of the body surface. A little 
white is acceptable on the chest, head, and feet. Faults - Too 
many white patches or white patches that are too big; black 
with tan points. Disqualifications - White coat color covering 
50% or more of the body. 

Gait
The trot -- our little shepherd’s favorite gait -- must be solid 

and vigorous. At the jog trot, the head is carried rather high. 
As the stride lengthens the head lowers to become level with 
the backline. It is a very flowing gait. The feet barely leave the 
ground. He “shaves the earth.” The correct gait is very pleasant 

to the eye. It is a result of the harmony of the front and rear 
angulations. As speed increases, the legs converge under the 
body toward the centerline. 

Temperament
The Pyrenean Shepherd is not merely a header or a drover. 

Such a division of labor is unknown to him. He is a versatile 
herder to his very soul and has the intelligent initiative to adapt 
to all manner of changing circumstances in order to fulfill the 
human shepherd’s every need with unequalable prowess. 
The powerful herding instinct is so strong in him that from 
the very youngest age he knows how to manage the flock 
even without the example of an older dog. He is dominated 
by his love for his work. He has the tendency to become 
passionately attached to his owner to the complete exclusion 
of all others and is astonishingly sensitive to his owner’s moods. 
As a companion, he is very active and enthusiastic and insists 
upon being involved in the day’s activities whatever they may 
be. He is very affectionate with the members of his immediate 
family, but is distrustful of strangers. 

Disqualifications 
.. Individuals under the minimum height - 
Rough-Faced: males - under 15 ½ inches at the withers, 

females - under 15 inches at the withers. 
Smooth-Faced: males - under 15 ½ inches at the withers, 

females - under 15 ½ inches at the withers 
.. Individuals exceeding the maximum height by more than 

½ inch. 
Rough-Faced: males - more than ½ inch above 18 ½ inches 

at the withers, females - more than ½ inch above 18 inches 
at the withers. 

Smooth-Faced: males - more than ½ inch above 21 inches 
at the withers, females - more than ½ inch above 20 ½ inches 
at the withers 

.. Missing pigment on eye rims. 

.. Blue eyes in an individual of coat color other than merle. 

.. Nose other than black. 

.. Overshot or undershot bite. 

.. White coat color exceeding 50% of the body.
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The Pug Dog Club of America recently changed 
our standard by adding a disqualification for color.  
We simply stated that the pug is Fawn or Black.  
This letter is to clarify that disqualification.

Recently we have seen Brindle marked 
pugs and off color (i.e. Blue, White).  PDCA 
wants to make very clear these are not to be 
rewarded. They must be disqualified from the show 
ring.

Fawn: 
As you know fawn is seen in many breeds.  Therefore, PDCA 

would like to give judges a guide, and not a strict rule as to 
what constitutes fawn for our breed.  Fawn for the Pug Dog 
is from apricot to silver and all shades between. The coat may, 
or may not, include black guard hairs.  Smuttiness is when the 
coat has an overlay of black over the fawn.  This usually does 
not cover the entire dog and sometimes it looks like a blanket 
over the back.  There may also be darker coloring on the legs.  
Smuttiness is a fault not a disqualification.  

The trace may or may not be present.  The PDCA would 
prefer that Pugs have a trace (black line down the back) but 
because they have been bred for clear coats for so long Pugs 
have lost most of their trace. You will occasionally see traces 
that really are a thin black line and you will also see some that 
are wider.  You will often see this trace in young dogs and not 
so often in adults.  Pug puppies are born almost black and the 

color becomes clearer as they grow. Typically, the 
trace in a very light apricot fawn dog will not be 
black but a darker shading of apricot. Variances 

in the trace are not a disqualification and 
are covered under Markings in the Breed 
Standard.  The trace is not part of the color 

disqualification.  
Black:

A black pug is just that – Black.  Sometimes you will see a pug 
with a red cast to their coat.  This usually is due to sunburn and 
is not a disqualification.

A pug, black or fawn, may have a small white patch on the 
chest, this is only a fault, not a disqualification.

Some pugs, both fawn and black, may gray in the muzzle at 
an early age and should not be faulted.

Please refer to our Illustrated Standard for any questions you 
may have or feel free to contact me.  If you do not have a copy 
of our Illustrated Standard please let me know and I will send 
you one.

Thank you,
Donnelle Richards
Judges Education Chairman, Pug Dog Club of America
9000 Ridgeway Drive, Gilroy, CA 95020
(408) 848-3336
donnellerichards@verizon.net 

letter to all Judges oF pugs From the pug dog 
Club oF ameriCa 

norwegian buhund standard

Head
The size of the head should be in proportion to the body 

and not too heavy. The skull is wedge-shaped, almost flat, and 
parallel with the bridge of the nose. The muzzle is about the 
same length as the skull, with a stop that is well defined but not 
too pronounced. The nasal bridge is straight and well filled out 
under the eyes. The lips should be black and tightly closed. The 
teeth should meet in a scissors bite, with complete dentition. 
Disqualifying fault: overshot or undershot mouth. 

Eyes - Oval shaped, color as dark as possible, black eye 
rims. Ears - Medium sized, prick ears with pointed tips, carried 
strongly erect yet very mobile. When relaxed or showing 
affection the ears go back, and the dog should not be penalized 
for doing this during the judge’s examination. Nose - Black.

Neck, Topline, Body
Neck - Of medium length, is well set on, with no loose 

skin on the throat. Topline - The back is level; croup with as 
little slope as possible. Body - Chest deep, ribs well-sprung; 
tail set high, tightly curled and carried over the center line of 
the back. 

Forequarters
Shoulders moderately sloping, elbows well set, turned 

neither in nor out; legs substantial but not coarse in bone, 
legs seen from the front appear straight and parallel; pastern 
seen from the side moderately sloping; feet oval in shape with 
tightly closed toes, feet turned neither in nor out.

Hindquarters
Moderate angulation at stifle and hock, upper thigh powerful, 

well muscled; lower thigh well muscled, seen from behind legs 

are straight and strong, feet same as above. 
Coat
Outer coat is thick and hard, but rather smooth lying. The 

under coat is soft and dense. The coat on the head and front 
of the legs is comparatively short. The coat on the neck, chest 
and back of thighs is longer.

Color
Wheaten - Any shade from pale cream to bright orange, 

with or without dark tipped hairs; as little white as possible; 
black mask acceptable. Black - Preferably without too much 
bronzing; with as little white as possible. Areas where white 
is permissible: a narrow white ring around the neck, a narrow 
blaze on the face, a small patch of white hairs on the chest, 
white feet and tip of the tail.

Gait
The action is free and effortless. The topline remains level 

while moving. Sound movement is essential for working 
ability.

Temperament
Self confident, alert, lively, and very affectionate with 

people. 
Faults
The foregoing description is that of the ideal Norwegian 

Buhund. Any deviation from the above described dog is to be 
penalized to the extent of the deviation.

Disqualifying Faults
More than a half inch under, or one inch over the height at 

the highest point of the shoulder blade.
Overshot or undershot mouth.

continued from front page
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By Allen Odom,  
AKC Executive Field Representative

With our changing economy, increasing expenses have 
plagued our clubs and exhibitors.  In our sport we have seen 
an increase in airfare, hotels, gas prices, entry fees, show site 
fees, and judge’s fees.  These fiscal increases have elevated the 
level of scrutiny towards our judges. Listed are a few situations 
to avoid during judging assignments:
* If you attend shows in the area before you are to judge, it is 

recommended that you do not watch the breeds you are 
scheduled to judge. 

* Only handle dogs owned or co-owned by you, or member 
of your immediate family.

* If you use the service of an agent, instruct the agent that 
he/she, or even any member of the agent’s household, or 
any handling associate of the agent may not exhibit dogs 
under you or any member of your household while in your 
employ and for at least four months after working for you. 
This policy applies to all levels of competition. Your business 
relationship starts when you reach an agreement that hires 
the handler.

* You should not travel to and from shows where you are 
judging or stay with anyone who is likely to be exhibiting or 
handling under you at these events. 

* Any special needs you may have regarding transportation or 
inside the ring should be referenced in your contract. 

* When judging at a cluster, do not visit the grooming or 
exercise area on the days prior to or the days you are 
judging. 

* Do not discuss the merits of the dogs you are judging or 
may judge with anyone or talk at length with anyone who 
may be exhibiting under you. 

* Cell Phones and other electronic devices must be 
turned off while judging. Telephone calls should never 
be made or received by either the judge or the ring steward 
while in the ring. 

* Avoid making inappropriate comments to exhibitors in or 
out of the ring. Be polite, but generally limit your conversation 
with exhibitors to instructions on positioning or gaiting the 
dogs. 

* Examine every dog in the same objective, breed-specific 
manner even if a poor specimen may clearly be out of the 
ribbons.

* Examine table breeds on the table only. To re-examine them, 
they should be put back on the table.

* In the first class in which a dog is judged, you must individually 
gait and observe the dog going away, returning and from the 
side. 

* It is not appropriate to withhold Winners and award 
Reserve. 
AKC judges possess and project a commitment to the 

integrity and ethical behavior that insures the reputation of 
AKC dog shows as fair and well judged. With common sense, 
judges can easily avoid situations which might raise ethical 
questions. 

Every Judge should have copies of the following booklets 
and review them often:
1. Rules, Policies and Guidelines for Conformation 

Dog Show Judges
2. Rules Applying to Dog Shows 
3. Junior Showmanship 
4. Dealing with Misconduct 

a Few reminders

aKC ConFormation Field representatives
Delores Burkholder .........................................dcb@akc.org
Mary Dukes ..................................................... mnd@akc.org
Robert Fisher ......................................................raf@akc.org
Tom Glassford .................................................... tag@akc.org
Sydney Good .......................................................slg@akc.org
Lee Herr .............................................................. lxh@akc.org
Linda Hurlebaus ................................................. lsh@akc.org 
Patricia Jenner ....................................................ppj@akc.org
Anne Katona.......................................................ask@akc.org

Roz Kraus .............................................................rlk@akc.org
John McCartney ................................................jxm@akc.org
James Mitchell .................................................... jjm@akc.org
Allen Odom ........................................................ alo@akc.org
Michael Sauve .................................................... mjs@akc.org
Sue Vroom .......................................................... shv@akc.org 
Lee Whittier ...................................................... law@akc.org
Gina Wieser ....................................................gxw2@akc.org 

new misCellaneous breeds
The following breeds became eligible for competition in the 

Miscellaneous Class effective July 1, 2008:
Cesky Terrier
Leonburger
Norwegian Lundehund

Icelandic Sheepdog
Bluetick Coonhound
Cane Corso
Please go to http://www.akc.org/breeds/fss_breeds.cfm for 

further information on each breed.
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by Gina Wieser, AKC Executive Field Representative
Four years ago, the roof of my two-story kennel flew off 

in the pounding wind of one of the several hurricanes that 
blew through Florida. The kennel and apartment above were a 
complete loss. Twenty-some dogs had to be evacuated. Some 
were farmed out to foster homes. Some were sent home to 
clients, and my own dogs were farmed out to foster homes. 
With much certainty, in a flash, my family’s life as we knew 
it had changed. My mantra became “everything happens for 
a reason”. So, one could say that I am quite sensitive to the 
effects of the aftermath of a natural disaster. 

One year after the hurricane, an opportunity to work at the 
American Kennel Club crossed my path. Here I am in Weston, 
Missouri (approx. population of 1,500) working as an AKC 
Exec. Field Representative, attending conformation dog shows 
in the Midwest.

On the weekend of June 21, my scheduled show to work was 
the Hawkeye Kennel Club in Iowa City at the Johnson County 
Fairgrounds. During the flood conditions, it was obvious that 
the shows would either be relocated or cancelled. The latter 
was the outcome. The Johnson County Fairgrounds became 
a FEMA and Red Cross disaster relief compound, as well as 
the Iowa City Animal Care & Adoption Center. The Animal 
Shelter in Iowa City flooded and evacuated all animals. They 
relocated the shelter, making their home in three barns at the 
Fairgrounds. I contacted my office and asked if I could go to 
work as a volunteer in the animal shelter. Without hesitation, 
Mr. Darrell Hayes, V.P. of Judging Operations at AKC said, 
“Absolutely, go, whatever you need, let us know.”

On Friday, I spoke with Liz Ford, the Volunteer coordinator 
for the Iowa City facility. Liz asked if I could do a toy drive, 
as the dogs were all bored in the confines of the makeshift 
facility.  Saturday morning I walked store to store in the ‘small 
but mighty’ downtown of Weston, Missouri. Generous Weston 
storeowners, individuals and the Yorkshire Terrier Club of 
Greater Kansas City donated over five hundred dollars to the 
toy drive. A local artist, Marie Mason, donated one hundred 
t-shirts printed with her painting of ‘Journey Home’. The 
painting of dogs and cats pictured at sea seemingly fit the 
situation very well. Saturday evening the neighbors took me 
to buy toys and grab a bite to eat. 

Sunday morning I hit the road with toys, t-shirts, dog food, 
leashes and collars in tow. The four and a half hour drive to 
Iowa City went quickly with the interstate highways clear and 
passable. The flooded crops along the journey weighed heavily 
on my mind.  I know the economic struggle the farmers will 
face in times to come. 

There were approximately 300 assorted species of animals 

at the Iowa City shelter, and other volunteers told me that 
there were about 800 animals in the Cedar Rapids emergency 
facility. Staff was on call 24 hours a day, working in 12-hour shifts. 
Dedicated volunteers reported to work like soldiers called 
to duty. Volunteers came to help from around the country. 
I met Diane, a College Professor from Athens, Georgia. She 
has a fondness for English Springer Spaniels. On her way to 
visit family in Wisconsin, she thought Iowa City was a perfect 
place to stop and volunteer for a week at the shelter. Another 
woman flew in from Chicago, and a group of college students 
studying to be vet technicians came from Minnesota. Regular 
volunteers, working prior to the flood, came to the shelter at 
scheduled times knowing exactly what to do and how to do it. 
One young woman split her days between the Cedar Rapids 
and the Iowa City locations, which was about a thirty-minute 
drive one-way. 

Misha Goodman, the Iowa City shelter director, spent her 
days investigating potential buildings in which to relocate the 
operation. After all, the shelter was only a temporary set-up 
and there was no guarantee that the flooded shelter could be 
restored. The tireless staff of four to five people never missed 
a beat. They moved methodically from barn to barn caring 
for animals, accepting new arrivals, doing temperament testing, 
bathing, giving medications, taking donations and working to 
reunite the displaced animals with their owners. The cool 
control, organization, and determination of the staff and 
volunteers to carry on business as usual, were amazing. 

As for me, I did manage to leave with a dog. An adoptable 
black Standard Poodle named Gloria. Gloria was already in 
place as an adoptee prior to the floods. Volunteer coordinator, 
Liz, said that Gloria was a kindred spirit and her beautiful 
eyes could look into the soul. She was right. I contacted the 
Poodle Club of America Rescue and they arranged for me 
to transport Gloria to one of their foster homes. Today I was 
happy to hear that Gloria has found a home in St. Louis!

This is a mere glimpse of a long, complicated journey home 
for the people and animals left to rebuild their lives after the 
floods. The short time I spent with the animals, the shelter staff 
and the volunteers was a rewarding, and extremely humbling 
revelation.

I read this “Quote of the Day” in daily inspirations. I cut it 
out and put it on my fridge as a reminder.

 How true it is…
“Sometimes when we are generous in small, barely 

detectable ways it can change someone else’s life forever” ~ 
Margaret Cho

a Journey home

continued on page 17
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Q & AJust the FaQ’s
By Katie Rudolph

Question:  What is the criterion for a judge to mentor?
Answer: An AKC judge that is asked to mentor breeds 

he has not exhibited must have approved status in that 
specific breed for a minimum of 12 years.

“If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when I die, I want to go where they went.” 
 

– Will Rogers

The Flooded Shelter in Iowa City, Iowa.

Temporary shelter at the Johnson County fairgrounds.

Business as usual at the Fairgrounds.

Volunteers assembling donated kennels at the Fairgrounds.

Gloria, the 
Standard Poodle

a Journey home
continued from page 16
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AKC Basic Institute 

For Aspiring & Newly Approved Judges

In conjunction with the “Celebrate Virginia Cluster”
Northern Neck KC, Greater Fredericksburg KC 

and Chesapeake KC of MD

Fredericksburg, Virginia
2-Day Seminar

Saturday,  January 10 - Sunday,  January 11, 2009

For more info, including registration, contact 
Kathy Caruana, kac1@akc.org (919) 816-3862

To download a registration form go to: www.akc.org/clubs/seminars/seminars.cfm

Judging Operations does NOT 
ACCEPT FAXED APPLICATIONS.  

Applications must be mailed. 
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