
Sandra Olsen of Alamo, California
joined the Judging Operations
Department on January 22 as an

Executive Field Representative. Sandi has
been involved in the sport of purebred
dogs since 1967 when she started as a
Junior Handler, and has been an active
breeder, owner, handler since that time.
Dalmatians were her first show dogs, 
and in 1981 she successfully began
breeding and showing English Cocker
Spaniels with her sister Karen. Sandi was
the President of The Stewards Club of
Northern California and has stewarded at
all-breed, National, Regional and Local
Specialties. She was also active in various
all-breed and specialty clubs, holding
numerous  positions. Before coming to the
AKC, Sandi was approved to judge

English Cocker Spaniels, English Springer
Spaniels, and Junior Showmanship and
was recently approved for German
Shorthaired Pointers, Irish Setters, Cocker
Spaniels, Cavalier King Charles Spaniels,
and Dalmatians.

Sandi’s professional career has
allowed her to work with a very diverse
population. In her most recent position
she served as Chief of Staff to Contra
Costa County Supervisor Donna Gerber.
In this position she was responsible for
overseeing the direct management and
operations of the Supervisor’s office.

Sandi will be moving from California
to Memphis Tennessee, with her Cavalier
King Charles Spaniel, Chip. She will be
primarily covering the states of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Louisiana, and Mississippi.

The revised Judging Approval Policy adopted by the
Board of Directors at the November 2000 meeting will
be effective as of April 2, 2001. What this means is those

who are making their first, second, third and fourth
applications will do so in compliance with the approved system.
For each application in the first four steps you may only apply
for the number of breeds for which you are currently approved
to judge, with a maximum of 13. For example if you are
preparing your third application and you are currently
approved for four breeds then you may apply for a maximum
number of four breeds on your third application. Applications
received on or after this date that are not consistent with
this policy will be returned.

In regards to those who are making their fifth application or
beyond, the policy states, “Judges who have been accepted into
the current system will be merged into the program at the

appropriate level depending upon the action taken on their
most recent application. Merit will be paramount in advancing
through the approval process and AKC will naturally encounter a
wide range of abilities and experience, resulting in varied
outcomes for applicants. Successful completion of four levels of
judging competency requires individual motivation, significant
personal effort and maximum knowledge of approved breeds.
Advancement beyond the four-cycle enrollment period in no way
implies that subsequent approvals will be “automatic”, rather they
will be more predictable.”

The emphasis of this program is education and preparation by
the applicant for each breed. The policy in its entirety may be
found on the AKC WEB page, www.akc.org, or contact your local
field representative to discuss.

Please see the articles enclosed on the updates to the
educational criteria of Observing and Mentoring.
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Observing
Following the Annual Executive Field Representative Meeting:

It is recommended that at least three observations occur
on each breed for which a judge is applying, with two of
them occurring with major entries. Rare breeds will be
reviewed on a case by case basis. Please only submit three
observation forms for each breed with your application.

Observing is only one of the eight enriching components
that may be used in preparing an additional breed application.
It is being utilized frequently, and can be a valuable learning

experience.  Some suggestions in preparing to observe: Do your
homework in advance, read the breed standard. Contact the
Parent Club to receive the materials the club may have devel-
oped; more and more clubs have an illustrated standard or some
form of discussion of the breed. View the breed video. Research

the history of the breed.
Research the background of
the person under whom you
wish to observe, make cer-
tain they fulfill the criteria to
have an observer in the ring.
Ask permission of the Show
Chairman and the judge in
advance. Request from the
Judging Operations Department
the Observer Forms and Badges. 

You are now being advised to observe a minimum of
three times, with at least two having a major entry. This
criterion may not work for the rarer breeds, however it may
help with some of the popular breeds where observing has
been witnessed with very small entries. 

In other words, observing may be one of the last enrichment
activities you will do before applying. Observe at least three
times to get different perspectives. The discussion that may be
held between the judge and the observer is to be confidential. 

Reminder: in reference to the breeds that have been rec-
ognized in the last five years, Havanese, Löwchen, Anatolian
Shepherd, Jack Russell Terrier, Canaan Dog, and Spinone
Italiano, unless a breeder was approved under the adjunct sys-
tem you cannot observe these breeds. A judge must have reg-
ular status before they can have an observer in the ring. 

Reminder- It is your responsibility to request Observer
Forms and Badges from the Judging Operations Department. 
(judgingops@akc.org or (919) 816-3593.

Mentoring Guidelines

The following guidelines were adopted by the Board of
Directors at the December 11, 2000 meeting. As a result, it
was determined at the annual meeting of the Executive Field

Staff to discontinue the use of the Mentoring Form. You are to enter
the name of the individual with whom you have been mentoring on
your application based upon the following guidelines.

Mentoring Experience: Is considered to be a long-term rela-
tionship in which the students have numerous experiences in
ongoing education in a specific breed. This is intended to con-
tinue into the student’s judging of the breed.

Experiences may include:
Ringside Discussion: May include, but are not limited to,

several discussions of the breed, with sizeable entries. Students
must be willing to travel to shows where mentors would be avail-
able to engage in discussion.

Kennel visits: Visits would be ongoing and continuous.
Student would have “hands on” experience with litters of dogs
of different ages. They would have the opportunity to evaluate
dogs on a long-term basis, sharing thoughts, observations and a
developing understanding of the breed with their mentors.

Selecting Mentors: Students should consider if the individ-

uals meet the background experience in a specific breed, as well
as having effective communication skills. To be considered as a
mentor, an individual must have:

• the ability to convey knowledge
• the ability to apply objectivity and confidentiality
• willingness to refer to other resources
• ability to understand the responsibility of mentoring e.g. be

willing to make a  recommendation that may not be wel-
comed by the student

• been an active breeder in the breed for at least 12 years and
bred four champions or

• been a judge of that breed for at least 12 years or
• been a handler of the breed for at least 12 years and finished

four champions
Both mentor and student should avoid situations that may

give the impression of impropriety or involve a conflict of
interest.

Where possible, students should consider having more than
one resource for the breed. 

The staff may be utilized as a resource for individuals seeking
mentors.

OBSERVER

Observer badge



On behalf of the Spinone Club of America, we would like
to thank the judges for taking time to learn about this
new and different breed.

We have tried to make our concern for proper coat
understood in both our breed standard and our judge’s
education packet. It has become apparent that we are not

clear, so we are sending this letter in
hopes of clarifying both type of

coat that is considered correct
for a Spinone and the impor-
tance we place on it.

The first line of the coat
section of the standard states:
“ A Spinone must have a cor-
rect coat to be of correct
type.” The coat section also

contains the following three
statements:
“The Spinone is exhibited in a

natural state.”
“The appearance of the Spinone may not be altered.”
“The dog must present the natural appearance of a func-
tional field dog.”
It is very important to the membership of the SCOA that

the natural appearance of the breed be maintained.
The ideal length is 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 inches. There is a half-

inch tolerance over or under the ideal length. However, 1 1/2
to 2 1/2 inches is absolutely preferred. So, 1 inch or 3 inches
should be considered a minor fault. Anything over 3 inches or
under 1 inch is a fault. Anything over 3 1/2 inches is consid-
ered a long coat. Our standard states that the following coat

problems should be so severely penalized that they should
eliminate the dog from further competition:

• A long coat
• A soft or silky coat
• The presence of undercoat
• Any deviation of the coat as defined in the standard
• Excessive grooming
• Scissoring
• Clipping
• Stripping that would set a pattern
We understand that some judges prefer the look of the

long coated dogs, however, the long coat should never be
considered for placement.
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It has been brought to our attention
by judges that there is a great
deal of confusion over the

coloring/pattern of Roans in the
Parti-Color Variety in the Cocker
Spaniel breed. Our intent is to
help clarify this issue.

Roans are classified as Parti-
Colors and can be any of the
usual roaning patterns. They have colored hair intermixed
with white hair, but colored hair is not white tipped. They
may be totally roaned with or without head markings, with or
without body markings, or any such dog with tan points.

Primary color which is ninety percent (90%) or more shall
disqualify.

We ask that judges study our breed standard carefully
and take note that …. “ Important to breed type is
a natural appearance: harsh weatherproof coat with

compact construction and clean silhouette…” and “No
sculptured furnishings. The terrier is shown in his natural
appearance not excessively groomed. Sculpturing is to be
severely penalized.” This is an integral part of the standard
and therefore an integral part of the judging process.

The Jack Russell Terrier is above all a working terri-
er, and must appear workmanlike. Lack of sculptured
furnishings sets the Jack Russell apart from other terrier
breeds. The coat should be dense with a rather harsh,
weatherproof jacket which lays close to the body.
Characteristic to the breed is a hint of eyebrow; muzzle
furnishings are permissible but should not be excessive.
Properly groomed, the Jack Russell should appear tidy
and fit for his work. The Jack Russell may be groomed
meticulously, but must never look like a Schnauzer, Wire
Fox terrier, etc.

The cooperation of judges in preserving the integrity
of the Jack Russell Terrier is essential to the preservation
of the breed type and will be sincerely appreciated. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the breed’s Parent
Club, The Jack Russell Terrier Association of America
(JRTAA), Judges’ Education Committee with any
questions. Cynthia Blevin 860-434-3213 or 860-434-
5789; or Nancy Dougherty 610-255-4366; e-mail:
Ndoughe982@aol.com.

A letter from the Spinone Club of America

Beth G. Speich, Chairman
Standard Committee

Excessive Grooming of the Jack Russell Terrier

A letter from the American
Spaniel Club

A Comment
from the Jack
Russell Terrier
Association 
of America
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Reminder:
2001

National Specialty Listings 
are on the Web site

German Pinscher and Toy Fox
Terrier Standards were mailed

to all eligible judges on 
September 22, 2000

2001 JUDGES’ BREED STUDY GROUPS AND SEMINARS

✸ Sanctioned by the Parent Club

✸ Pointer
May 16 — Claremont, CA
Contact Karin Ashe, (410) 343-
1215;e-mail: kashe@starpower.net.

✸ Pointer, German Shorthaired
May 26 — Jacksonville, FL
Contact Bobbi Boyton, (561) 433-
8916; e-mail: tejasgsp@cs.com.

✸ Retriever, Chesapeake Bay
August 9 — Tacoma, WA
Contact Lisa Van Loo, 
(607) 869-5017.

✸ Retriever, Flat-Coated
June 4-7 — Greely, CO
Contact Helen Szostak, (734) 454-
0364; e-mail:
Grousemoor@aol.com.

✸ Setter, English
June 14 — Decatur, IL
Contact Sandi McCue, (916) 722-
2090; e-mail:
jsmccue@quicknet.com.

✸ Setter, Irish
June 22 - 23 — Lancaster, PA
Contact Lorraine Bisso, (504) 833-
1780; e-mail: regel@bellsouth.net.

✸ Spaniel, Clumber
May 30 & 31 — Denver, CO
Contact Constance Holt-Grenier,
(401) 539-7967.

✸ Spaniel, Cocker
July 21-22 — Marlborough, MA
Contact Wilma Parker, (513) 759-
0329 calls will be returned collect;
e-mail: wilmap@cinci.rr.com.

✸ Spaniel, English Cocker
June 15 — Wyomissing, PA
Contact Terri Burrows, (281) 351-
7081; e-mail: Idykkecs@aol.com.

✸ Weimaraner
May 18 — Gray Summit, MO
Contact Cheryl Lent, (334) 887-
6755; e-mail: libertyweim@hot-
mail.com.

SPORTING

✸ Affenpinscher
June 28 — Long Beach, CA
Contact Connie Clapp, (810) 639-
3828; e-mail: clappc@centurytel.net.

✸ Brussels Griffon
March 14 — Louisville, KY
Contact Lorene Vickers- Smith,
(517) 627-5916.

✸ Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
May 8 — Allentown, PA
Contact Robert Schroll: (615) 648-
3398.

✸ Havanese
June 28 — Kissimmee, FL
Contact Bill Klumb, (540) 463-4184.

✸ Japanese Chin
June 7 — Tacoma, WA
Contact Richard Camacho, (909)
984-0812.

✸ Pug
September 24-29 — Denver, CO
Contact Charlotte Patterson, (850)
837-2657.

✸ Shih Tzu
June 27 — Kissimmee, FL
Contact Bonnie Guggenheim, (813)
684-3473; e-mail: guggie@aol.com.

✸ Silky Terrier
March 22 — Dallas, TX
Contact Peggy Smith, (415) 383-
1326.

TOY 

HOUND 

✸ Black and Tan Coonhound
April 5 — Ocala, FL 
Contact Robert Urban, (440) 437-
5539.

✸ Borzoi
May 18 — Ellenville, NY
Contact Patti Neale, (904) 462-3809;
e-mail: Zoisrus@gator.net.

✸ Dachshund
June 28 — Portland, OR
Contact Muriel Newhauser, (310)
326-2203.

✸ Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen
May 24 — New Orleans, LA
Contact Kitty Steidel, (805) 565-
4918; e-mail: ksteidel@aol.com.

✸ Scottish Deerhound
May 11 & 12 — Vergennes, VT
Contact Miranda Levin, (603) 938-
6095.

TERRIER

✸ Airedale Terrier
June 21 — Long Beach, CA
Contact Mary Sanderson, (707) 584-
3955.

✸ Border Terrier
June 6 — Gray Summit, MO
Contact Robert Naun, (845) 628-
3059.

✸ Scottish Terrier
April 26 — Charlotte, NC
Contact Merle Taylor, (217) 262-
3266.

✸ Skye Terrier
March 16 — Louisville, KY
Contact Ann Boucher, (952) 933-
5432.

✸ Staffordshire Bull and Dandie
Dinmont Terrier
June 15 — Grayslake, IL
Contact Marcia Feld, (847) 362-
4237; e-mail: mfeld@prodigy.net.

WORKING

✸ Boxer
May 6 — Frederick, MD
Contact Stephanie Abraham, (860)
423-7484.

✸ Great Pyrenees
May 5 — Andover, MD
Contact Whitney Coombs, PO Box
3395, Gettysburg, PA 17325; (717)
359-9459.

✸ Komondor 
April 13 — Harrisburg, PA 
Contact John Landis, (610) 838-
9983.

✸ Kuvasz
May 2 — Gray Summit, MO
Contact Sue Thomas, (616) 964-
2525.

✸ Mastiff
May 12 — Atlanta, GA
Contact Jessica Watson, (817) 295-
3733.

✸ Newfoundland
April 5 - 7 — Fankenmuth, MI
Contact Margaret Johnson, 447 Little
Brook Road, Gen Gardner, NJ
08826; (908) 832-0548; e-mail: 
margaretjohnson@att.com.

✸ Rottweiler
May 27 & 28 — Perry, GA
Contact Catherine Thompson, (704)
636-0272.

✸ Saint Bernard
May 12 — College Corner, OH 
Contact Gloria Wallin; (817) 481-
7732.
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Reminder:
Judges Groups

Please contact a local field 
representative if you 

would like a presentation on the 
Judging Approval Process,

Disqualifications, The Interview
Process or other topics.

MULTI-BREED MULTI-BREED CON’T

American Canine Educational
Foundation(formally SCJAEDF)
Graduate Institute on the
Working Breeds
March 16 -18 — Louisville, KY
Contact Vicki Jordan, e-mail: vick-
ij@completeweb.net or ACEF (703)
451-5656; e-mail: scja@erols.com

Multi-Breed
March 23 — Fort Worth, TX
Contact Joe Purkhiser, 620 N.
Coppell Road #4206, Coppell, TX ,
(972) 462-8882; e-mail:
jpurk1@msn.com; or Barbara Shaw;
(903) 463-1335; e-mail:
ourgang1@airmail.net.

Multi-Breed
March 24 — Edison, NJ
Contact Marjorie Martorella, 31
Roberts Rd., Englishtown, NJ 07726;
(732) 446-2315; e-mail:
marjetta@att.net.

Multi-Breed
March 24 — Raleigh, NC
Contact Debra Bonnefond, (919)
816-8572; dab@akc.org.

Multi-Breed
April 12 & 13 — Atlanta, GA 
Contact Ann Hearn, 3350
Woodward Ct., Buford, GA 30519;
(770) 945-5555; e-mail:
annhearn@att.net.

Multi-Breed
April 13 & 14 — Harrisburg, PA 
Contact Laurie Stone, 
(717) 528-7247; 
e-mail: stonemyst@netrax.net.

Multi-Terrier 
April 19 — West Friendship, MD
Contact Molly Wilder, 13416 
Bryce Ct., Herndon, VA 20170;
(703) 471-2834; e-mail:
Wilderla1md@aol.com.

Multi-Working Breeds 
May 11 & 12 — Victorville, CA
Contact Doug Stitt, 5705 Stone
Basin Rd., Phelan, CA 92371; (760)
249-5680; e-mail:
MANTU2@MSCOMM.COM

All Toy Seminar 
May 18-20 — Oklahoma City, OK
Contact Roger Pritchard, 1925 West
Benedict, Shawnee, Ok 74801;
(405) 275-1737.

Multi- Breed 
July 19 - 22 — Houston, TX
Contact Nancy & Eric Liebes, (281)
239-0905; e-mail: ragmop@ix.net-
com.com.

Multi- Breed 
October 13 & 14 — Memphis, TN
Contact Carol Sommerfelt, 1745
Lakeview Dr., Colierville, TN 38017;
(901) 853-1751; e-mail:
Loracvizsl@aol.ocm or csommer-
felt@utmem.edu.

SYMPOSIUM

“What you Need to Know About
Judging - Preparation and
Procedure”
April 13 — Atlanta, GA
Contact Karen Reuter, 5580
Centerview Dr., Raleigh, NC 27606-
3390; (919) 816-3595; e-mail:
kar@akc.org.

NON-SPORTING 

✸ Bichon Frise
May 24 — Chicago, IL
Contact Jacqueline Fein, (713) 952-
9000.

✸ Boston Terrier
May 8-10 — Del Mar, CA
Contact Roger Perry, (317) 546-
7815.

✸ Chow Chow
March 31 & April 1 — New
Carrollton, MD
Contact Carmen Blankenship, (972)
296-9642; e-mail: carmenblanken-
ship@juno.com.

✸ Chinese Shar-Pei
May 25 — Tacoma, WA
Contact Karen Kleinhans, (217) 498-
6850.

✸ Poodle
June 12 — Upper Marlboro, MD
Contact Doris Cozart; (972) 962-
3113.

✸ Tibetan Spaniel
March 29 — Syracuse, NY
Contact Sandra Lister, (843) 522-
0002.

✸ Tibetan Terrier
March 22 — Louisville, KY
Contact Margaret Pankiewicz, (717)
235-6991; e-mail:
malishar@email.msn.com.

HERDING

✸ Australian Shepherd
May 30 — Woodstock, CT
Contact Pam Levin, 800 Rincon
Hill Rd, Carpinteria, CA 93013;
(805) 684-2459.

✸ Belgian Tervuren
May 4 — Kansas City, MO
Contact Janina Laurin, (203) 797-
9663; e-mail: geoschnedr@com-
puserve.com.

✸ Shetland Sheepdog
March 20 — Riverside, CA
Contact Jan Leonard, (303) 755-
2897; e-mail: Leolair44@aol.com.

✸ Welsh Corgi, Pembroke
September 14 — Somerset, NJ
Contact Jan Edwards, (360) 428-
2522; e-mail: Jeesheltn@aol.com.

INSTITUTES

AKC Judges Institute
August 12 - 17 — Denver, CO

Advanced Sighthound Institute
September 16 - 20, Atlanta, GA

Advanced Working Breed Institute
November 12 -16, Andover, MA
Contact Karen Reuter, 5580
Centerview Dr., Raleigh, NC 27606-
3390; (919) 816-3595; e-
mail:kar@akc.org.
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The question has been raised pertaining to a small child
handling a dog in your ring. One of your responsibilities
is to determine if you feel the child can adequately control

the dog so as not to interfere with the other dogs in the ring. In
addition, the situation has presented itself of the small child
exhibiting a small dog that is to be examined on the table. The
child must be able to put the dog on the table themselves. If you
feel the child presenting the dog is not able to control their dog,
or is disruptive to the other dogs in the ring, or is not able to put
the dog on the table, it is suggested that you ask who the child is
with and politely explain the situation. Suggest that it might be in
everyone’s best interest that someone else handle the dog. It is
hoped that all judges are supportive of the youngster’s desire to

participate in the fancy, and will express that, however it is also
necessary to be conscious of how this affects the other dogs being
exhibited. Your diplomacy in supporting the future of purebred
dogs is appreciated.

Contact Information:
It has been suggested that judges provide an emergency

contact person for clubs on the hospitality form. Vice versa
that the hospitality chairman may add this line to seek infor-
mation from the judge. In our advanced means of communi-
cation it may be wise to provide your cell phone number as
well as obtaining the cell phone number of the Show
Chairman in case of emergency.

Reminders and Thoughts:

In reviewing the FSS breed standards, a discussion evolved
over the meaning and interpretation of terms, which lead to
other terms, which we would like to share with you.

Dead game: never backing down from an encounter. This
is used in the Glenn of Imaal standard in the discussion of
temperament. A term that when discussed with terrier afi-
cionados references the tenacity of the breed or its character. 

Hard bitten- normally used to describe Terrier expres-
sion. Expression is a compilation of eye shape, color, set,
shape and balance of the skull and the muzzle, ear set and
carriage, along with the temperament that a dog must have
to look straight at you with no fear in his heart.

Pipestopper – “The object pictured is an antique pipestop-
per, used by gentlemen of the Victorian era to tamp down the
tobacco in their pipes. A lady’s leg was often used as the shape,

presumably to add a risque′ element
to this male pastime. 

The breed-specific terminol-
ogy refers to the tail, as is

mentioned in the Smooth
Fox Terrier standard.
“Stern. Should be set on
rather high, and carried
gaily, but not over the
back or curled. It should
be of good strength,
anything approaching a
“pipestopper” tail being
most objectionable.”

“For most of the
first decade I was
involved with SFT, I
encountered no one
who was absolutely

certain what a “pipestopper” was. The general consensus was
that it meant a long, narrow, “whippery” tail. Since in this
breed this shape of tail usually goes with an anumal with
insufficient bone, (obviously undesirable) most people found
this explanation satisfactory. 

Some years ago while on a visit to England, Mr. J.W. Smith
came across a display of pipestoppers. He took photos of these
and submitted them to our AFTC Newsletter. This helped
everyone understand the meaning of an archaic term which
was quite clear to those who drafted the original standard but
has become somewhat obscure to the fanciers of today.” 

Ed. note: This is a reprint from the AFTC Newsletter 1996.
Virginia Ashlock authored

We would like to make discussion of unusual terms a reg-
ular part of the Newsletter, with historical reference. Your
assistance would be appreciated. 

Control of Your Ring, Safety of Exhibitors and Dogs

It is the judge’s responsibility when invited to judge to
verify that there is not a conflict between assignments,
thirty days or 200 miles. Here is a website that can

help you calculate the distance between cities:
http://www.indo.com/distance/. You should still contact
Event Plans (919) 816-3579 if the distances are close to
the 200-mile limit. If you do not have access to a website
or feel more comfortable calling, distances can be verified
by contacting the Event Plans Department at 919-816-
3579. When you call please have the locations of the two
shows, city and state. Remember the 200 miles is
determined by a straight line between the two points. 

Conflicts...it’s your
responsibility

Terminology



The Poodle depicted is in a regulation trim! It is a readily
recognizable continental trim, though without hip rosettes
(which are optional in the breed standard) and the top knot has

been scissored so that rubber bands are not needed (there have been
several Poodles finished with scissored topknots over the years), and the
ear feathering has been shortened not clipped. There are bracelets on all
four legs and a pom pon on the tail. The primary departure from what
everyone is used to seeing, is that mane coat is scissored, and shortened
to a length that suits the particular Poodle being presented. This same
treatment of the mane coat could be used with the English Saddle trim
and still be a regulation trim. The standard, after it has guided you

through what various trims should look like, then says that the
balance of the coat shall be left full but may be shaped to insure
overall balance. There is no desired length mentioned in the
standard-actually were the mane coat to be in cords (also allowed
under the breed standard) no one would be concerned about a
“proper length“ of the cords!

You, as a judge of this very old breed, are encouraged to
judge the Poodle, no matter what the size, toy, miniature, or
standard against the breed standard, bearing in mind the
explanation of the adaptation of the traditional trim as
explained above. 

You will find three varieties of Poodle wearing this trim, as
it is the perfect answer to showing a young dog while waiting
for body or maturity, as well as the performance dogs in obe-
dience, the field and/or agility that have found a way to com-
pete in all facets offered today in our grand sport of purebred
dogs. This trim was probably the original one used in the fif-
teen and sixteen hundreds when the Poodle worked as a
dependable water retriever!
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Procedural Test Results

As you are aware the Judging Operations Department sent
the Procedural Test to all those who have been approved
to judge for five years or more. The reaction has been

most interesting, from those who viewed this as a positive
experience to review the Rules and Guidelines, some who met as
a group and discussed, generating all kinds of great conversation
about other interesting experiences, to those who published
their answers on a Web page. The resulting discussion, feedback,
reflection and frustration more than served its purpose by
making everyone think about these situations that occur on a day
to day basis when judging.

As of this writing over 700 have been returned, 61% of
these were 100%, 23% had one question wrong, 8% missed

two questions, and the remaining had three or more incor-
rect answers. If warranted a letter will be sent scheduling an
appointment with a member of the Executive Field Staff to
review missed questions.

The most frequently missed question was: “After examin-
ing and gaiting your dogs, but before you mark the book, an
exhibitor in the ring lodges a protest alleging that the first place
dog is lame.” The correct answer is to deny the protest, Chapter
11 Section 8B, “It shall be the judge’s responsibility to
determine whether a dog is lame.” The next most frequent-
ly missed question was: “A late arrival may be allowed into your
ring...” answer, until you have marked your book. Reference,
Guidelines for Conformation Dog Show Judges, Late Arrivals.

The above poodles are in a regulation trim. 

A letter from the Poodle Club 
of America – This Poodle is in 
an acceptable version of the
Continental Trim for Show Purposes
By Mrs. James Edwards Clark – President 
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Moving????
It is the responsibility of all judges to notify the

Judging Operations Department, (919) 816-
3570 or e-mail: judgingops@akc.org of any
changes of address, phone, fax, 
e-mail. These changes are important
because they affect your judging
records, the web site, and the
Judges Directory. 

MOVERS

Current rule books are available through the AKC not the field staff. These
can be obtained by calling customer service at 919-233-9767 or
orderdesk@akc.org

1. Rules applying to Dog Shows (RREGS3) amended 3/99 – 2 inserts
2. Guidelines for Conformation Dog Show Judges (REJ999) 6/00
3. Dealing With Misconduct(RDMSC4) amended 1/01
4. Conformation Junior Showmanship Regulations, Guidelines for Judging

Juniors in Conformation, Juniors in Performance Events Regulations
(REJRSH) amended 1/01

Current Rule Books
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