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At the January 2003 meeting
of the Board of Directors,
the Nova Scotia Duck

Tolling Retriever was accepted into the
Sporting Group and approved to be
shown in the regular classes as of July 1,
2003.

Approval to judge this breed is based
on the following schedule:

February 3, 2003 All Breed and
Sporting Group Judges will receive
automatic approval to judge the breed at
shows held after July 1, 2003. (A
Judges Illustrated Guide and Breed
Standard test is under development and
when ready will be mailed to judges.)

A notice explaining how to apply to
judge this breed under the Adjunct sys-
tem was listed on the AKC’s website fol-
lowing its adoption into the Sporting
Group. Additionally, e-mails were sent
to all judges, the Parent Clubs Board of
Directors, Club Officers and Regional
Directors.

History “Tolling” is a Middle English
word meaning to “lure or decoy game.” To
the hunter, this means to draw the water-
fowl within range by using the playful
action of a tolling dog, much as a fox will
lure ducks within range. The curiosity of
the waterfowl causes them to swim in close
to shore to more closely observe the dog.
Decoy dogs were used in Europe to lure
ducks into nets, and as hunting compan-
ions since the 17th century, in eastern

North America from Chesapeake Bay
to the Maritimes. Yarmouth County,
Nova Scotia, Canada, is considered the
place of origin of the purebred dog offi-
cially known as the Nova Scotia Duck
Tolling Retriever.

There is no authentic record of the
development of the Toller, but present
day thinking is that the basic stock was
the red decoy dog, probably brought to
Nova Scotia with the early settlers from
Europe. Crosses with other breeds, possi-
bly spaniel and setter-type dogs, retriev-
er-type dogs, and farm collie, produced
today’s Toller. Originally known as the
Little River Duck Dog after the district
of Yarmouth County, or as a Yarmouth
Toller, the Toller has bred true for gen-
erations, and was granted official
breed status by the Canadian Kennel
Club in 1945, when fifteen were regis-
tered. For a number of years Tollers
were seldom seen outside of Nova
Scotia, but today they are spread all
across Canada, and the United States,
as well as in Europe and Australia.

A few Tollers were introduced into
the United States in the 1960’s, but it
wasn’t until the late 1970’s and early
1980’s that serious breeders became
interested. The Nova Scotia Duck
Tolling Retriever Club (USA) was
formed in October, 1984, to promote
the interest of the Toller, and to safe-
guard its future in the United States.

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever



To All Shetland Sheepdog Judges:

The ASSA would like to reiter-
ate some of the points of our

standard that we feel a judge must keep
in mind while judging our breed.

Undue emphasis is being
placed on showmanship in judging the Shetland Sheepdog. We
believe that not only has quality been relegated to second place,
but that the demand for non-stop showmanship is in fact chang-
ing the temperament of the breed from a “reserved” dog that is
called for in the standard to a more aggressive, less compliant
animal. We would like to stress that showmanship shall only be
required in an amount sufficient for a judge to properly evaluate
a dog’s quality. If a dog is not showing at the moment you are
trying to assess his ears and expression, simply talking to the dog
or making a non-threatening sound will usually attract his atten-
tion long enough for you to make a judgment. 

While our standard treats dogs and bitches equally in regard
to size, our standard states, “mane and frill should be abundant,
and particularly impressive in males”. Please allow for this coat
distinction and not penalize females when competing with more
abundantly coated males. Also be aware that abundant coat does
not imply excessive coat. This is still to be judged as a working
dog and excessive coat would be counter to their performance
as a herding dog in the field. Abundant coat of correct harsh

outer coat hair and soft undercoat should protect the dog from
the elements, but not impede their work. 

We feel it is desirable for you to structurally examine
Shetland Sheepdogs on a table, but the dog need not be expected
to bait nor expected to show ears while on the table, nor is the
table the place for you to judge the dog’s overall appearance,

The board and membership of the American Toy
Fox Terrier Club is pleased to announce that their

website has been updated to include a list of mentors for
Toy Fox Terriers.

The website address is www.atftc.com
This site serves as a reference source for judges and oth-

ers who wish to further their study of the Toy Fox Terrier.
Also, please be aware that it is not a fault or a disquali-

fication for a Toy Fox Terrier to sport grey hairs.  There is a
gene that occurs with some regularity in the breed and many
fine examples of the breed tend to ‘grey’ early.  This should
be regarded as insignificant when judging the Toy Fox
Terrier.

The American Toy Fox Terrier club thanks you for your
attention to these items.

Quoting from the Guidelines
for Conformation Dog Show

Judges, “Breed Knowledge, through
experience and continual study, you
must demonstrate sound knowledge of
the breeds you judge. As breed stan-
dards are revised, it is your responsibil-
ity to judge by the standard currently in
effect. Good judges never stop learning
all they can about their breeds. 

What is the purpose of 
conformation breed judging?
In asking individuals this question

the most common answer received is to
evaluate breeding stock and uphold the
integrity of the breed standard. In
doing so judges must have a thorough
knowledge of each breed’s standard for
which they judge and an understanding
of the meaning and history for disqual-
ifications and faults.

The original purpose of a breed
standard was to describe the desired
specimen of the breed to perform the
function for which it was bred. For
individuals seeking knowledge about
a breed it is important to learn and
understand the history of a disquali-
fication or faults as described in a
standard. In doing so you gain
insight into how the standard also
reflects information that is impera-
tive for breeders. The Standard for
the Shetland Sheepdog states: “Eyes
medium size with dark, almond-
shaped rims, set somewhat obliquely
in skull. Color must be dark, with
blue or merle eyes permissible in blue
merles only.”  

For example, standards that give
reference to blue eyes not being
allowed, except in a certain color
pattern, are trying to also protect the

breed from other characteristics that
may also go along with blue eyes,
deafness is one example. See the arti-
cle from the Shetland Sheepdog
Club.   

When judging if you should
come upon this situation, and you
may not be exactly sure as to how to
handle, you have the breed standard
to refer to and the verbiage in the
standard to substantiate your deci-
sions. Take a moment to refer to the
standard. Uphold the integrity of
each breed standard. Enforcing it by
rewarding virtues and when neces-
sary to disqualify or withhold. The
latter are never easy to do, but if each
and every judge does not take their
responsibility for the future of the
breed to heart, they are only con-
tributing to the future problems of
the breed.

American Shetland Sheepdog Association
Member of the American Kennel Club
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The Responsibility of a Judge

American Toy Fox Terrier
continued on page 6
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We would like to thank you for
taking the time to read this let-

ter which is being sent to all judges of
Belgian Sheepdogs.  As you are reading
this letter, please consider the IMPOR-
TANT role you play in the future welfare
of our breed.

Our standard states:
“The Belgian Sheepdog should reflect

the qualities of intelligence, courage,
alertness and devotion to master…In his
relationship with humans, he should be
observant and vigilant with strangers but
not apprehensive. He should not show
fear nor shyness. He should not show
viciousness by unwarranted or unpro-
voked attack.”

The members and breeders of the
Belgian Sheepdog Club of America are
trying to improve the image of our
breed.  Belgian Sheepdogs should not be
fearful!  They should be VERY STABLE

and INTELLIGENT dogs.
Temperament is very
important to their
ability as a
working dog.

We write this
letter, strongly requesting that you give
awards ONLY TO THOSE SPECI-
MENS OF THE BREED THAT CON-
FORM TO OUR STANDARD and to
HEAVILY PENALIZE THOSE THAT
DO NOT!  When judging our breed,
please ask yourself if this dog would be
able to walk down a crowded street, visit
a nursing home or stand firm and protect
his home, as well as have the correct
structure it takes to herd or compete in
obedience. 

If you cannot examine a dog, or it has
to be physically held up, or it cannot
move around the ring with confidence –
DO NOT AWARD THE POINTS!

It is within your
power to WITH-
HOLD RIBBONS or

to excuse or dis-
qualify any
dog. We are

sure that after a few shows of
receiving no ribbons, dogs with ques-
tionable temperaments will not contin-
ue to be entered; or, through proper
training and socialization, the dog will
demonstrate temperament worthy of
the points. If not, the dog will not finish
its championship and hopefully will not
be bred.

We thank you for respecting our con-
cerns in this matter and appreciate your
help in encouraging sound temperament.

Sincerely,

The Membership of the Belgian
Sheepdog Club of America

AKC will and must comply with The American with Disabilities Act and strive to provide an opportunity for disabled
judges to participate in the sport and will allow judges to use a cane, crutch, wheelchair, or other equipment or accommoda-
tion that does not inhibit their ability to evaluate the dogs without disturbance or fundamentally alter the nature of the
sport.  

The current Fitness to Judge / Illness requirements on Page 7 of the Guidelines for Conformation Dog Show Judges have
been clarified as outlined in italics below.

A.   The maneuverability to negotiate a ring both indoors and outdoors.
i.  A judge is required to move around the ring in order to examine the dog from all required views without requiring the

exhibitor to reposition the dog to accommodate a judge. 
ii. A judge must have sufficient maneuverability when necessary to be able to avoid physical contact with a dog that may be

attempting to attack. 
iii. A judge is required to perform in a variety of weather and terrain conditions such as: indoor/outdoor rings, rain,

muddy/uneven surfaces, hot or cold weather, concrete floors.
B.    The flexibility to examine all parts of a dog’s anatomy and be capable of measuring or weighing a dog, and

examining a dog on the table or ramp, where appropriate.
i. A judge must have the flexibility to examine each entry in an appropriate manner with attention to disqualifications and

key points of the breed.
C.   The dexterity to judge at a sufficient speed to adhere to the schedule of the show-giving clubs and to AKC

policy at the minimum prescribed rate.
D.   Normal vision (correctable by eyeglasses or contact lenses).
i. An AKC judge should be able to demonstrate visual acuity of at least 20/60 with appropriate correction in the better eye in

order to appropriately visually assess the conformation of show dogs in competition. 
E.   The capability of completing all the necessary paperwork.
i. A judge is required to properly complete all necessary paperwork related to a disqualification, as well as verbally 

communicate the reasons to the exhibitor.
ii. A judge is solely responsible for marking, completing the cover and returning the judge’s book to the Superintendent’s desk.

Belgian Sheepdog Club of America

Fitness to Judge Policy
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2003 JUDGES’ BREED STUDY GROUPS AND SEMINARS
✸ Sanctioned by the Parent Club

✸ Clumber Spaniel
April 2 - Zion, Illinois
Contact Constance Holt-Grenier,
(401) 539-7967, (401) 539-7969; fax:
(401) 539-0598; e-mail: 
companionway@aol.com.

✸ English Cocker Spaniel
May 23 – St. Cloud, Minnesota
Contact Judy Corbett, (320) 762-2515.

✸ Field Spaniel
May 1 – Madison, Wisconsin
Contact Becki Jo Hirschy, 
(262) 549-6386.

✸ Flat-Coated Retriever
May 16 - Carlisle, Pennsylvania
Contact Helen Szostak, (734) 454-
0364; e-mail: grousemoor@aol.com.

✸ German Shorthaired Pointer
May 2 - Riverside, California
Contact Janis McManigal, (909) 684-
2920; e-mail: jimandeegsp@cs.com.

✸ Golden Retriever
March 26 - Sarasota, Florida
Contact Arlene Benko, (239) 772-
2788; e-mail: abenko1@juno.com or
Betty Duding, cell: (941) 928-8178.

✸ Irish Setter
June 20 & 21 - Fort Worth, Texas
Contact Karolynne McAteer, (212)
218-4979 (w). (914) 762-3782(h).

✸ Pointer
April 9 - Carlisle, Pennsylvania
Contact Karin Ashe, (410) 343-1215;
e-mail: kashe@starpower.net.

✸ Weimaraner
May 30 - Warwick, Rhode Island
Contact Cheryl Lent, 
(334) 887-6755; e-mail: 
libertyweim@hotmail.com.

SPORTING WORKING - CON’T

✸ Saint Bernard
May 8 – 10 - Rio Rancho, New
Mexico. Contact Joan Zielinski, (253)
631-1352; e-mail: joan@stoans.com or
Myra Wallis, (440) 354-6344; e-mail:
jjmwallis@aol.com.

Samoyed
June 20 - Canby, Oregon
Contact Christie Smith, (503) 639-
8403; e-mail: dketa@aol.com.

✸ Siberian Husky
April 9 - Sarasota, Florida
Contact Arlene Benko, (239) 772-
3788; e-mail: abenko1@aol.com or
Betty Duding, (941) 388-3354; cell:
(941) 928-8178.

Multi-Working Breed Seminars
German Pinscher, 
Portuguese Water Dog

March 15 - West Springfield,
Massachusetts.  Contact Judy
Harrington, (413) 267-5236; e-mail:
jahyeesss@aol.com.

✸ Norwegian Elkhound
April 19 - W. Springfield,
Massachusetts. Contact Leslie Forrest;
e-mail: treeacreswoods@earthlink.net.

✸ Otterhound
March 15 - Louisville, Kentucky
Contact Liz Muthard, (610) 797-0394;
e-mail: sunup@enter.net.

Rhodesian Ridgeback
May 1 - Virginia Beach, Virginia
Contact Heather Queener, 
(214) 632-5460; e-mail:
hqueener@earthlink.net.

✸ Saluki
June 6 - Lexington, Kentucky
Contact Linda Scanlon, (970) 328-
7362; e-mail: aarakis@aol.com.

HOUND  - CON’T

WORKING

✸ Boxer
May 7 - Fontana, Wisconsin
Contact Stephanie Abraham; 
(860) 423-7484.

✸ Giant Schnauzer
April 11 - Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Contact Maryann Bisceglia; (724) 265-
3023; e-mail: Ingebars@aol.com.

✸ Great Pyrenees
April 26 - Richfield, Ohio
Contact Whitney Coombs, (717) 637-
8977 day, (717) 359-9459; fax: (717)
637-4780.

✸ Greater Swiss Mountain Dog 
April 11 - Perry, Georgia
Contact Lori Price, (202) 686-1838; 
e-mail: jotunheim@earthlink.net.

✸ Kuvasz
April 30 - Gray Summit, Missouri
Contact Sue Thomas, (269) 964-2525.

✸ Mastiff
May 9 - Carlisle, Pennsylvania
Contact Jessica Watson,(817) 295-
3733; fax: (817) 295-3733; e-mail:
oakliar@applink.net.

✸ Newfoundland
April 24 & 25 - Endicottville, New
York. Contact Kathy Griffin, (715)
288-6553.

✸ Rottweiler
April 18 & 19 - Greeley, Colorado
Contact Catherine Thompson, 
(740) 636-0272; e-mail: 
tommyrott@ameritech.net.

✸ Affenpinscher
May 30 - Denver, Colorado
Contact Connie Clapp, e-mail: clap-
pc@comcast.net.

✸ Brussels Griffon
March 12 - Louisville, Kentucky
Contact Lorene Vickers-Smith; (517)
627-5916; e-mail: 
smithbros@aol.com.

✸ Chinese Crested
June 20 - Bensalem, Pennsylvania
Contact J. Frank Bayliss, 
(540) 436-3169.

✸ Maltese
May 10 - Ontario, California
Contact Larry Abbott, (972) 562-
1200; lvabbot@imagin.net.

✸ Miniature Pinscher
May 27 - Andover, Massachusetts
Contact Madeline Miller, (313) 881-
7099; e-mail: dogjudge@prodigy.net.

✸ Papillon
May 2 - Kissimmee, Florida
Contact Tracy Halverson Burdick,
(303) 985-7777; e-mail:
denzel@dimensional.com.

✸ Pomeranian
March 13 - Louisville, Kentucky
Contact Dorothy Martin, 
(803) 831-8086.

HOUND 

✸ Borzoi
April 11 & 12 - Reno, Nevada
Contact Patti Widick Neale, (386)
462-3809; e-mail: zoisrus@gator.net.

✸ Dachshund
May 15 - Syracuse, New York
Contact Ann Gordon, (412) 486-4261;
e-mail: angora119@aol.com

✸ Greyhound
March 20  - Fort Worth, Texas
Contact Mary Trubek, (908) 454-5549.

✸ Ibizan Hound
May 17 - Lynden, Washington
Contact Luane Williams, (972) 539-
9309; e-mail: arum@flash.net.

TOY
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TERRIER

✸ Airedale Terrier
April 3 - Gray Summit, Missouri
Contact Rhonda Davis, (419) 423-
3337; e-mail: rmdlad@bright.net.

✸ Skye Terrier
May 15 - Princeton, New Jersey
Contact Anitra Cuneo, (908) 874-3928
Lynne Kucynski-Veasie, 
e-mail: skye_referral@hotmail.com.

Multi-Terrier Seminars
Cairn Terrier, 
West Highland White Terrier

April 10 - Sacramento, California
Contact Phil Freilich; (925) 229-8040;
e-mail: freilance1@aol.com.

Multi-Terrier Seminars
✸ Sealyham Terrier, 
✸ Scottish Terrier, ✸ Cairn Terrier, 
✸ West Highland White Terrier

April 17 - West Friendship, Maryland
Contact Molly Wilder, (703) 471-2834;
fax: 703-471-6164; e-mail:
wilder1md@aol.com.

Multi-Terrier Seminar
✸ Bedlington Terrier, 
✸ Norfolk/Norwich Terriers, 
Cairn Terrier/West Highland White 
Terrier Comparison

June 13 - Grayslake, Illinois
Contact Marcia Feld, (847) 362-4237;
e-mail: mfeld@prodigy.net.

TOY - CON’T

HERDING

NON - SPORTING

✸ Chow Chow
March 19 - Dallas, Texas
Contact Carmen Blankenship, 
(972) 296-9642; e-mail: 
carmenblankenship@juno.com.

✸ American Eskimo Dog
March 23 - Macungie, Pennsylvania
Contact Pat Putman, (509) 884-8258;
e-mail: eputman@wvc.edu.

✸ Schipperke
April 4 - Dallas, Texas
Contact Maralyn Busse, (205) 629-
6741; e-mail: mbusse775@aol.com.

✸ Boston Terrier
April 22 - Frederick, Maryland
Contact Carl E. Gomes, 
(718) 994-0834.

✸ Chinese Shar-Pei
May 3 - Houston, Texas
Contact Karen Kleinhaus, (217) 498-
6850; e-mail: cspcapres@aol.com.

✸ Keeshond
May 12 - Claremont, California
Contact Phyllis Noonan, 
(610) 630-0760.

✸ Bichon Frise
May 15 - Albuquerque, New Mexico
Contact Jacqueline Fine, 
(713) 952-9000.

✸ Poodle
June 10 - Upper Marlboro, Maryland
Contact Doris Cozart; (972) 962-3113;
e-mail: dgcozart@msn.com.

✸ Shetland Sheepdog
April 15 - Lansing, Michigan
Contact Janice Leonard, (303) 755-
2897; e-mail: leolair@prodity.net.

✸ Collie
April 15 - Rochester, Minnesota
Contact Tom Coen, (413) 528-6933; 
e-mail: macdegal@aol.com; or
Darci Brown; (413) 498-5005; e-mail:
dbhappyhr@hotmail.com.

✸ Australian Shepherd
April 24 - Davisburg, Michigan
Contact Nannette Newbury; (831)
663-3900; e-mail:
ByDesignCA@aol.com.

✸ Belgian Tervuren
May 9 - Gray Summit, Missouri
Contact Sharon Redmer, (734) 449-
4995; e-mail: sredmer@umich.edu.

Multi-Breed Seminars
Doberman Pinscher, Portuguese
Water Dog, Miniature Schnauzer,
Norfolk and Norwich Terriers
March 22 - Raleigh, North Carolina
Contact Dennis McCoy; e-mail: 
doggiepro@aol.com.

Multi-Breed Seminars
Akita, Tibetan Terrier, Maltese,
Jack Russell Terrier, Keeshond,
Bloodhound, Havanese, ✸ Greater
Swiss Mountain Dog, Weimaraner,
Glen of Imaal Terrier, Plott
Hound, Belgian Malinois, German
Shorthaired Pointer
April 10 & 11 - Perry, Georgia
Contact Ann Hearn, (770) 945-5555;
fax: (770) 945-6431; e-mail: 
annhearn@worldnet.att.net.

OTHER

NCRaleigh – March 21 
“What You Need To Know About
Judging – Preparation and
Procedure” by Mari-Beth O’Neill
Sponsored by the American Kennel
Club in conjunction with the Tarheel
Cluster.  Contact Tonya Howe, (919)
816-3572; e-mail: tbh@akc.org.

KS Wichita – April 4
“What You Need To Know About
Judging – Preparation and
Procedure” by Mari-Beth O’Neill
Contact Tonya Howe, (919) 816-3572;
e-mail: tbh@akc.org.

GAPerry – April 11
“What You Need To Know About
Judging – Preparation and
Procedure” by Mari-Beth O’Neill
Contact Tanya Howe, (919) 816-3572;
e-mail: tbh@akc.org.

✸ Shih Tzu
May 20 - Minneapolis, Minnesota
Contact Bonnie Guggenhiem, (813)
684-3473.

✸ Silky Terrier
May 20 - Andover, Massachusetts
Contact Peggy Smith, 
(415) 383-1326.

All Toy Breed Seminar
May 16 – 18 - Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma. Contact Roger Pritchard;
(405) 732-1873; e-mail:
rogerakc@aol.com.

OTHER - CON’T

AKC Advanced Institute on 12 of the
Toy Dog Breeds
June 22 – 26 - Kissimmee, Florida  
Contact Tonya Howe, (919) 816-
3572; tbh@akc.org.

MULTI



The publication Guidelines for Conformation Dog Show
Judges begins with the following paragraph “As a dog

show judge, you are an essential part of the fancy and you carry
enormous responsibilities.  Without your dedication and expert-
ise, the dog show system simply can-
not function properly.”   

One of the important responsibili-
ties is to maintain total control of your
ring at all times.  If you see a person
taking advantage of an obviously
novice person in the ring - you can put
a stop to that immediately.  The novice
person can be easily discouraged by a
bad experience. Remember, the
novice - if they stay in the sport and learn - could eventually
become a top breeder, exhibitor and contributor to the sport.

Standing outside a ring, observers see handlers (both pro-
fessional and owners) who deliberately attempt to cover up the
competitor’s exhibit.  It is your duty to make yourselves aware
of these situations and stop them immediately.   You should be
in control of your ring at all times - make this clear right from
the start of judging.  Those of you who take the time to estab-
lish your rules when you begin your judging for the day will gar-
ner respect from both the exhibitors and spectators.

Most of you were exhibitors at some point in your dog
careers.  Remember how you were caught up in the moment
but for the most part never made a scene when you lost in the
ring.  Now, we see exhibitors openly criticizing judges for their

decisions - some exhibitors actually using foul language and ges-
tures.  This should not be tolerated under any circumstance.
The Guidelines further state “Judges are advised to report to the
Event Committee any abusive language directed to them or any

refusal to follow their instructions, as well
as any improper suggestions or requests
they might receive to favor a particular dog.
Such reports are required not so much for
the protection of the individual judge, as to
protect the integrity of the sport.”

As judges you have responsibilities to
the exhibitors, the spectators, the sport and
yourselves!
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Shetland Sheepdog
general outline or expression. These
things should be judged when the dog
is on the ground. 

In judging the sable and sable
merle Shetland Sheepdog, a few
specifics are to be considered. Are the
eyes dark and free of blue or merle
flecks? The standard says “color must
be dark, with blue or merle eyes per-
missible in blue merles only.”
Therefore, a sable or sable merle with
blue or blue merle flecks in the eye(s)
is not acceptable. 

If you think you have seen blue in
a sable or sable merle eye(s) please
change the angle of your head to be
sure it is actually blue and not a reflec-
tion of light(s) in the eyes.

The sable merle is not defined nor
mentioned in the standard. It is geno-
typically a sable diluted by the pres-
ence of the merle gene.
Phenotypically, sable merles exhibit a
wide range of sable coat colors. Our
standard lists as faults “washed-out or
degenerate colors.” When a sable coat
is diluted by the merling gene, exhibit-
ing what appears to be striping or
other irregular patterning, it is
deemed degenerate, just as a dilute
sable coat is considered washed out.
These color faults should be penalized
to the degree that they deviate from
ideal. A judge must also be aware that
an exhibitor could enter the sable
merle in any class other than Open

Blue or Any Other Allowed Color. 
The above eye and color consider-

ations must also be evaluated when
judging a sable merle Shetland
Sheepdog. The sable merle coat must
not be confused with true brindle
color, which is a disqualification. The
Judges Education Committee does
have pictures of brindle colored dogs
that do appear to be Shetland
Sheepdogs; therefore we feel it is
important to retain this disqualifica-
tion in our standard.

The overall quality of the dog is
most important, however, we do
appreciate your time and attention to
the above-mentioned points when
judging the Shetland Sheepdog.

continued from page 2

Please remember the importance of your entries
into your Judges Book and be sure to write carefully
and legibly when entering all information.  

Always double check your armband numbers and
placements.

Print would be preferred over cursive whenever
possible.

The results of any dog show that are entered into
the AKC registration system are dependent upon the
entries in your book.  Accuracy is paramount.

Attention to this important detail is appreciated.

Legibility in Judges Book

You, as A Judge Are An Essential Part of the Fancy

Those of you who take the time

to establish your rules when

you begin your judging for the

day will garner respect from

both exhibitors and spectators.



I was dismayed when reading the fall
newsletter article “Guidelines for
Conformation Dog Show Judges”.
Frankly, I judge and exhibit and I don’t
understand why I “should expect to be
subject to special scrutiny.” That state-
ment by itself implies that my actions are
suspect. As a judge, I consider that I am
solely responsible for my decisions inside
the ring - and if I am influenced by the
presence of a child, professional handler,
well-advertised dog, last nights best in
show winner, or another breeder-judge in
my ring, it is my problem, and not the
problem of the exhibitor. 

The AKC concludes that “you can
combine exhibiting and judging without
ever causing a complaint, if you are pru-
dent in how and when you exhibit.” I
am of the opinion that you are much less
likely to cause a complaint by exhibiting
without success.

Bruce R. Schwartz

�����

It is with concern and discouragement
that I read the fall Judges Newsletter
(page 5) particularly the part which the
heading begins with “breeding and
exhibiting”. May I first of all state that 
it is not the rules which are clearly stated I
have any problem with, but rather the
aberrant tone and conjecture in which
breeder/judges who exhibit are obviously
seen by the AKC.

In this era, the American Kennel Club
should be encouraging our remarkable
breeders/judges to continue their life’s
work.  Instead we have persecuting 
rhetoric which appears in our own
Guidelines and Judges Newsletter.  If I
wasn’t so concerned about the underlying
message this sends to new judges and
exhibitors, I could possibly find this quite
humorous, particularly this question of
influence. What influence do we really
have over our peer judges?  I say and hope
absolutely none!  I suspect this might
come as a surprise to others who hold

these words as a shining beacon of morality
to breeder/ judges, but I actually exhibit
my stock for others’ opinions, and also to
substantiate what I already know. 

I cannot believe that this is a major
source of complaints, as is stated.  I would
have to say from speaking to the field staff
this is quite minor compared to the num-
ber of complaints which are lodged con-
cerning incompetent, uninformed judging.

May I remind the American Kennel
Club that literally hundreds of breeder/
judges exhibit every weekend in this coun-
try without incident.  It is evident if we
were to take the breeder/judges’ dogs out
of the ring today, we would not only be
missing a large number of superior stock
but large numbers of entries in themselves.

To have such a questionable written
attitude stand in the form of a Guideline is
a mockery to our own integrity as judges
and breeders alike.  I remind you of a 
simple fact: it is not the breeder/judge
exhibiting who makes the choice of which
dog is best on any given day, but rather
the officiating judge.  The priorities of the
Guidelines in dealing with this issue are
perhaps misplaced.  Or is it the AKC’s
position to discourage the breeder/judge
from exhibiting in the first place?

Statements the likes of which appear in
this article (“This is even more so if you
handle your own dogs” and, “If you
exhibit you should expect to be subject to
special scrutiny”) are direct messages that
the presence of breeder/judges should
immediately be questioned more than any
other exhibitors in attendance.  I for one
ask why our presence is any different than,
say, a professional handler, a delegate to
the American Kennel Club or a show
chairmen?  It should not be!  Isn’t our
sole purpose as judges to evaluate the
dogs, not the exhibitor.  I say if the
American Kennel Club thoroughly
approves judges on the basis of their
integrity, and knowledge, then let it
stand as such.

The Guidelines and article in the
newsletter also states “AKC will evaluate
all complaints concerning judges who also
exhibit on an individual basis.  Now how
should we read this blanket statement?  Is
it not already the AKC’s position to
uphold the rules and regulations?  We
already know this! So why do we need
such punitive words that present more of
a threat than anything else?  You can cor-
rect me if I am wrong but last time I
examined this issue, as exhibitors and
breeder/judges we should not be held to
any special scrutiny, “positively or nega-
tively”.  The guidelines do imply we are.
I can not find where any harsher words
are used to denigrate and discourage any
other single group of people from exhibit-
ing in AKC events.  If indeed this is an
authentic dilemma then let’s impose some
real rules and do something about it
instead of offering up threats to an 
apparition.  Too numerous to count are
those individuals who successfully and
with the utmost principle judge and are
not only breeder/judge exhibitors, but
they also exist as delegates, board 
members, etc., and are some of the finest
people in our sport today.  I don’t know
why the guidelines should cast a dark
cloud of suspect over any of these 
honorable people, particularly when it is
not necessary, as we already have rules in
place to deal with misconduct. 

I implore my fellow breeder/judge to
not only bring self respect into the ring
any time they choose to exhibit the pride
of their breeding program, but appeal to
the American Kennel Club to stop making
our presence scrutinized even more by
such archaic conjecture for something
which is wholly out of our control and in
most all cases an enigma.  I reiterate it is
not necessarily the guidelines themselves
but rather the tone and implication for
which this is all set forth.

William P. Shelton
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Letters to the Editor
The Editors of the Judges Newsletter welcome comments from Judges.  
The following pertain to the “Guidelines for Conformation Dog Show Judges” quoted in the last issue
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AKC Educational Opportunities for Judges
JUDGES INSTITUTE
Since 1991, the AKC has been at the fore-

front by offering courses of instruction that are
of particular and practical value to those who
wish to become better judges.  The AKC is com-
mitted to offering challenging and worthwhile
educational experiences for those judges and
judging aspirants who are serious about the
quality of dog judging.

For new judges, or those about to apply, the
courses provide solid groundwork for making
sound and logical decisions.  For experienced
judges, the programs often provide new insights
and perspectives.  Input from our previous stu-
dents indicate that the opportunity for this
focused interaction among peers is considered
an invaluable experience.

The lecturers are all respected members of
the judging fraternity, AKC staff and AKC
Board members.  They offer unique viewpoints
on the broad spectrum of dog judging topics.
Students also have the opportunity to bring their
questions and concerns to AKC staff for the lat-
est, most up-to-date answers on rules, proce-
dures and the application process. 

We have always invited quality dogs for each
day’s practicum.  The instructional approach

allows students to evaluate, critique and place
dogs from among the breeds that will be present
during the Institute. This year’s Institute will be
held in Portland, Oregon.  

This year’s judges Institute will take place in
Portland, Oregon from July 31 through August
4, 2003

AKC ADVANCED INSTITUTE 
ON TOY DOG BREEDS

We are very excited to be able to offer this
unique educational experience.

The location is the Renaissance WorldGate
Hotel in Kissimee, Florida from June 22-26,
2003.  The schedule for this event includes
breed presentations and mentoring for many of
the Toy Breeds.  The Institute will be followed
by various Toy Breed Specialties and the Toy
Dog Club of Central Florida show over the
weekend.  You may extend your reservation at
the Renaissance WorldGate Hotel to take advan-
tage of these events.

For information on any of these events,
please contact Tonya Howe in the Judges
Education Department at (919) 816-3572 or
tbh@akc.org.


