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General appearance:  The Dogue de Bordeaux is one of 
the most ancient French breeds. He is a typical brachycephalic 
molossoid type. He is a very powerful dog, with a very muscular 
body yet retaining a harmonious general outline. Built rather close 
to the ground, the distance from the deepest point of the chest to 
the ground is slightly less than the depth of the chest. A massive 
head with proper proportions and features is an important 
characteristic of the breed. His serious expression, stocky and 
athletic build, and self assurance make him very imposing. Bitches 
have identical characteristics, but less prominent.

Size, proportion, SubStance: The length of the body, 
measured from the point of the shoulder to the point of the 
buttock, is greater than the height at the withers, in the proportion 
of 11/10. The depth of the chest is more than half the height at the 
withers. Size: Dogs: 23.5-27 inches at the withers - Bitches: 23-26 
inches at the withers. Weight: Dogs at least 110 lbs. - Bitches at 
least 99 lbs.

Head: The head is large, angular, broad, and rather short. It is 
trapezium shaped when viewed from above and in front.  Eyes–
Oval and set wide apart. The space between the eyes is equal to 
about twice the length of the eye (eye opening). Frank expression. 
The haw should not be visible. Color : hazel to dark brown for a 
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Dogue de Bordeaux
The Dogue de Bordeaux has been accepted into the Working Group, effective July 1, 2008.  

All Breed and Working Group judges will receive automatic approval to judge these breeds at 
shows held after July 1, 2008 following the completion of the breed standard test.  Additional 
breed applications approved for the balance of the Working Group prior to May 1, 2008 will 
receive provisional status for the breed providing they pass the breed standard test.  

Individuals wishing to apply using the Adjunct Method must submit applications and the 
processing fee by March 13, 2008.  Those applications are available on the website or from 
Judging Operations at this time.  Those who miss the deadline must apply under the current 
system.  
APPLY UNDER THE ADJUNCT SYSTEM

AKC approved judges who can demonstrate significant background in the breed may apply to 
judge under the Adjunct System.  Examples of “significant background” would be:

• Experience in owning, breeding, exhibiting and handling the breed. 
• Background in judging multiple events with a significant number of entries.

First time applicants must have 10-12 years breeding experience, take and pass the Procedural 
and Anatomy Exams, have judged at AKC or Non-AKC events at least six times and stewarded 
at least 6 times at AKC® member or licensed events. (Procedural and Anatomy Exams must be 
requested through Judging Operations and submitted with application).

Applicants who meet these requirements may apply by requesting an application from Judging 
Operations in North Carolina at 919-816-3588 or judgingops@akc.org.  The application may 
also be downloaded from the AKC’s website. (Dog Events/Judges/Applications/Conformation)

Judging Operations Department
5580 Centerview Drive 
Raleigh, NC 27606 
(919) 816-3593 
judgingops@akc.org
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dog with a black mask, lighter color tolerated but not sought after in 
dogs with either a brown mask or without a mask. Fault: Protruding 
eyes. Ears–The ear is small in proportion to the skull and of a slightly 
darker color than the coat. The front of the ears’ base is slightly 
raised. They should fall back, but not hang limply. The front edge of 
the ear is close to the cheek when the dog is attentive. The tip is 
slightly rounded, and should not reach beyond the eye. Set rather 
high, at the level of the upper line of the skull, thus emphasizing the 
skull width even more. Skull–Back Skull in the male: The perimeter 
of the skull measured at the point of its greatest width corresponds 
roughly to the height at the withers. In bitches it may be slightly 
less. Its volume and shape are the result of the spacing of the lower 
jaw bones, and the very well developed temporal area, upper-
orbital area, and zygomatic arches. The cheeks are prominent due 
to the very strong development of the muscles. The skull is slightly 
rounded from one side to the other. The frontal groove is deep. The 
forehead, characterized by well developed eyebrows, dominates the 
face. However the skull is still wider than high. The head is furrowed 
with symmetrical wrinkles on each side of the median groove. These 
deep ropes of wrinkle are mobile depending on whether the dog is 
attentive or not. Stop–The stop is very pronounced, almost forming 
a right angle with the muzzle (95 to 100 degrees). Fault: Extreme 
characteristics such as a very short muzzle, flat skull and a swollen 
fold behind the nose.  Muzzle–Powerful, broad, thick, and rather 
short. Should not be fleshy below the eyes. When viewed in profile, 
the foreface is very slightly concave with moderately obvious folds. 
Its width decreases only slightly from the root of the muzzle to the 
tip. When viewed from above it has the general shape of a square. 
When viewed from the side, the top lines of the skull and muzzle 
form an angle that converges at, or near the end of the muzzle. 
When the head is held horizontally, the end of the muzzle, which is 
truncated, thick and broad at the base, is in front of a vertical tangent 
to the front of the nose (The nose is slightly set back from the front 
of the muzzle.). Its perimeter is almost two thirds of that of the head. 
Its length varies between one third and one quarter of the total 
length of the head, measured from the nose to the occipital crest. 
The ideal length of the muzzle is between these two extremes.

Nose–Broad, with well opened nostrils. Self colored according to 
the color of the mask. Slightly upturned permissible. Upper lip–Thick, 
moderately pendulous yet retractile. When viewed in profile it shows a 
rounded lower line and covers the lower jaw on the sides. When viewed 
from the front, the edge of the upper lip is in contact with the lower lip, 
and drops on either side thus forming an inverse, wide V.  Jaws–Very 
powerful, and broad. Undershot so that there is no contact between 
the upper and lower incisors. The lower jaw curves upwards. The 
chin is very pronounced and should neither overlap the upper lip 
exaggeratedly nor be covered by it. Disqualification:  Mouth not 
undershot; wry jaw.

Bite–Undershot. Fault: Incisors constantly visible when the 
mouth is closed. Severe Fault: Canines constantly visible when 
the mouth is closed. Teeth–Strong, particularly the canines. Lower, 
canines set wide apart and slightly curved. Incisors well aligned 
especially in the lower jaw where they form a straight line.  
Severe Fault: Long narrow head with insufficiently pronounced stop, 
with a muzzle measuring more than a third of the total length of the 
head (lack of type in head).

neck, topline and body: Neck–Very strong and muscular, 
almost cylindrical. The skin is supple, ample and loose. The average 
circumference almost equals that of the head. There is a noticeable, 
slightly convex, furrow at the junction of the head and neck. The 
well-defined dewlap starts at the level of the throat forming folds 
down to the chest, without hanging exaggeratedly. The neck is very 
broad at its base, merging smoothly with the shoulders. Topline–Solid 
with a broad and muscular back, withers well marked, broad loin, 
rather short and solid. Chest–Powerful, long, deep, broad, and let 
down lower than the elbows. The forechest is broad and powerful 
with a lower line that is convex towards the bottom. The ribcage 
is deep and well sprung, but not barrel shaped. The circumference 
of the chest should be between 10 and 12 inches greater than the 
height at the withers. Underline–Curved, from the deep brisket to 
the firm abdomen. Slight to moderate tuck-up. Should be neither 
pendulous nor extreme. Croup–Moderately sloping down to the 
root of the tail. Tail–Very thick at the base. The tip preferably reaches 
the hock but not below. Carried low, it is neither broken nor kinked 
but supple. Hanging when the dog is in repose; generally carried 
level with the back or slightly above the level of the back when the 
dog is in action, without curving over the back or being curled. Fault: 
Fused vertebrae but not kinked. Disqualification: An atrophied tail or 
a tail that is knotted and laterally deviated or twisted.

ForequarterS: Strong bone structure, legs very muscular. 
Shoulders–Powerful, prominent muscles. Slant of shoulder-blade is 
medium (about 45 degrees to the horizontal), with the angle of the 
scapular-humeral articulation being a little more than 90 degrees.  
Arms–Very muscular. Elbows–In line with the body. Should be neither 
too close to the chest nor turned out. Forearms–When viewed 
from the front, straight or inclining slightly inwards, especially in dogs 
with a very broad chest. When viewed in profile, vertical. Pasterns–
Powerful. Slightly sloping when viewed in profile. When viewed from 
the front, may bend slightly outwards, thus compensating for the 
slight inclination of the forearm inwards. Feet–Strong. Toes should be 
tight, nails curved and strong, and pads well developed and supple; 
the Dogue is well up on his toes despite his weight. 

HindquarterS: Powerful legs with strong bone structure; 
well angulated. When viewed from behind, the hindquarters 
are parallel and vertical thus giving an impression of power. The 
hindquarters are not quite as broad as the forequarters. Thigh–

continued from Front Page
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Well developed and thick with visible muscles. Stifle–In a parallel 
plane to the median plane or slightly out. Second Thigh–Relatively 
short, well muscled. Hock Joint–Short and sinewy, with the angle 
of the hock joint moderately open. Hock–Strong, no dewclaws. 
Hind feet–Slightly longer than the front feet, toes should be tight. 
coat: Fine, short and soft to the touch. Skin–Thick and sufficiently 
loose fitting.

color: Coat–Self-colored, in all shades of fawn, from a dark red 
fawn to a light fawn. A rich coat color is considered desirable. Limited 
white patches are permissible on the chest and the extremities of 
the limbs. Fault: White on the tip of the tail, or on the front part of 
the forelegs above the carpus and the tarsus. Disqualification: White 
on the head or body, or any coat color other than shades of fawn. 
Black Mask: The mask is often only slightly spread out and should 
not invade the cranial region. There may be slight black shading on 
the skull, ears, neck and back. Pigmentation of the nose will be black. 
Brown Mask: Pigmentation of the nose and eye rims will also be brown. 
No Mask: The coat is fawn: the skin appears red (also formerly called 
“red mask”). The nose is then reddish or pink.

Gait: The gait is quite supple for a molossoid. In open walking 
the movement is free, supple, close to the ground. Good drive 

from the hindquarters, good extension of the forelegs, especially at 
the trot, which is the preferred gait. As the trot quickens, the head 
tends to drop, the topline inclines towards the front, and the front 
feet get closer to the median plane while striding out with a long 
reaching movement. Vertical movement while in a short gallop is 
rather important. He is capable of great speed over short distances 
by bolting along close to the ground. 

temperament: Dogue de Bordeaux is gifted for guarding, 
which he assumes with vigilance and great courage but without 
aggressiveness. He is a very good companion, being attached to and 
affectionate toward his master. He is calm and balanced with a high 
stimulus threshold. The male normally has a dominant character. 

The foregoing is a description of the ideal Dogue de Bordeaux. 
Any deviation should be penalized in direct proportion to the extent 
of that deviation. Extreme deviation in any part should be penalized 
to the extent that the dog is effectively eliminated from competition. 
diSqualiFicationS 

- Mouth not undershot; wry jaw. 
- An atrophied tail or a tail that is knotted and 

laterally deviated or twisted.
- White on the head or body, or any coat color other 

than shades of fawn.

continued from page 2

fROm thE DAlmAtiAn clUB Of AmERicA

There have been several unfortunate disqualifications of 
Dalmatians recently, and the Dalmatian Club of America Board 
of Governors wants to remind all judges of Dalmatians what the 
Dalmatian standard means when it defines tricolor.

AKC Dalmatian Standard (1989):
“Tricolor (which occurs rarely in this breed) is a disqualification.  

It consists of tan markings found on the head, neck, chest, leg or tail 
of a black or liver-spotted dog.  Bronzing of black spots, and fading 
and/or darkening of liver spots due to environmental conditions or 
normal processes of coat change are not tri-coloration.” 

A few important points to remember:
1.  True tricolor in the Dalmatian is rare, actually very rare.
2.  Tricolor is TAN markings on a black or liver dog.
3.  If a tricolor pattern is present, the TAN spots will occur 

in the same area as the rust or tan areas in a Doberman, 
Rottweiler, or Black and Tan Coonhound – head, throat, 
forechest, legs – NOT on the back or sides.

4.  Tricolor is NOT stray black spot(s) on a liver dog, or liver 
spot(s) on a black dog.

5.  Tricolor is NOT liver hairs in a black spot or black hairs in a 
liver spot.

6.  Tricolor is NOT spots that are hard to distinguish between 
black and liver.

7.  Tricolor is NOT the common variations of shades of color 
in liver spots or black spots.

Judges who have further questions about this are invited to 
peruse our web site www.thedca.org that includes our Illustrated 
Standard on-line as well as a streaming video of the AKC Standard 
video and a special video on “A Review of Color in the Dalmatian.”  
Hard copies are also available.  Of course, any of our mentors 
listed on our website would be happy to discuss this with you.  
Thank you for your attention to this definition.

J. Charles Garvin, M.D., President
Dalmatian Club of America
jcg@akc.org
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sporting

in indianapolis — February 9, 2008 
 “nova scotia Duck tolling 

retrievers”, peggy park  Sponsored 
by the Hoosier Kennel Club; Contact 
Ted Baer; (317) 783-3087; ted@
bearpromotions.net

AZ phoenix — April 11-12, 2008  
“the irish setter-Judges Education 
and ringside Mentoring”, Lorraine 
Bisso & Dr. John savory  Sponsored 
by the Irish Setter Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Lorraine Bisso; 405 Rosa 
Avenue; Metairie, LA 70005; (504)833-
1780; regel@bellsouth.net

PA Lancaster — April 16-17, 2008  
“English Cocker Spaniel Judges 
Education Seminar”, Members of 
ECSCA Breed Education Committee 
Sponsored by the English Cocker 
Spaniel Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact 
Judy Corbett; W398 Lienke Rd.; 
Columbus, WI 53925; (920) 484-3697; 
jaybriar@centurytel.net

MO St. Louis — September 13-14, 2008 
“Connie Cleveland’s Theory and 
Problem-Solving Seminar”, Connie 
Cleveland Sponsored by the Golden 
Retriever Club of Greater St. Louis; 
Contact Ruth Ann Favreau; 2673 
Glendrive Pl., Maryland Heights, MO 
63043; (314) 291-4779; shawneegold@
sbcglobal.net

hounD

NC Apex — January 16, 2008
 “Whippets”, Mary Dukes Sponsored 

by the Triangle Area Judges Education 
Group; Contact Cathleen Rubens; (919) 
362-4738; silvrhil@bellsouth.net

IN Indianapolis — February 9, 2008
 “Irish Wolfhounds”, Shirley Pfarrer 

Sponsored by the Hoosier Kennel Club; 
Contact Ted Baer; (317) 783-3087; 
ted@bearpromotions.net

KY Louisville — March 15, 2008
 “The Otterhound” Sponsored by the 

Otterhound Club of America; Contact 
Arlyne Smith; 293 Lynn Lane; Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411-1074; (708) 756-
7405; arlynebearsden@aol.com

OR Eugene — April 20-25, 2008  
“The Whippet”, Denise Tatro 
Sponsored by the American Whippet 
Club in conjunction with the National 
Specialty; Contact Denise Tatro; (817) 
297-2398; d_tatro@sbcglobal.net; 

 www.awc2008.com

NC Apex — June 16, 2008
 H “The Dachshund”, Andrew D. 

Kostic, PhD. Sponsored by the Triangle 
Area Judges Education Group; Contact 
Cathleen Rubens; (919) 362-4738; 
silvrhil@bellsouth.net

working

CA Lodi — January 5-6, 2008 
 “Breeding Better Dogs”, Dr. Carmen 

Battaglia Sponsored by the Great 
Dane Club of Northern California; 
Contact Barbara Moffett; (209) 772-
9447; deltabreeze@gotnet.net; www.
greatdaneclub.org

IN Indianapolis — February 8, 2008
 “St. Bernards”, Carole Wilson 

Sponsored by the Hoosier Kennel Club; 
Contact Ted Baer; (317) 783-3087; 
ted@bearpromotions.net

IN Indianapolis — February 10, 2008
 “Akitas”, Sylvia Thomas Sponsored 

by the Hoosier Kennel Club; Contact 
Ted Baer; (317) 783-3087; ted@
bearpromotions.net

CO Loveland — February 23-24, 2008
 “Breeding Better Dogs” Sponsored by 

the Rocky Mountain Mastiff Fanciers; 
Contact Ruthann Snyder; 268 Birch 
Avenue, Brighton, CO 80601; (303) 
803-7295; mtnpeakmastiffs@aol.com; 
http://home.comcast.net/~mmf/

TX Fort Worth — March 22, 2008 
 “The Alaskan Malamute”, Sheri James 

Sponsored by the Dallas Fort Worth 
Judges Association; Contact Michael 
Heflin; tovarich@msn.com

TX Fort Worth — March 22, 2008
 H “The Siberian Husky”, Phyllis 

Brayton Sponsored by the Dallas Fort 
Worth Judges Association; Contact 
Michael Heflin; tovarich@msn.com

TX Fort Worth — March 22, 2008
 “The Samoyed”, Larry Mackai 

Sponsored by the Dallas Fort 
Worth Judges Association; Contact 
Larry Mackai; 7909 Stevens Ave. 
South;Bloomington, MN 55420; (952) 
881-5080; larrymackai@comcast.net

TX Fort Worth — March 22, 2008
 “The Samoyed”, Larry Mackai 

Sponsored by the Dallas Fort Worth 
Judges Association; Contact Michael 
Heflin; tovarich@msn.com

TX Fort Worth — March 22, 2008
 “The Akita”, Sylvia Thomas Sponsored 

by the Dallas Fort Worth Judges 
Association; Contact Michael Heflin; 
tovarich@msn.com

CA Bakersfield — March 28, 2008
 “Newfoundland Seminar”, Kim 

Griffith Sponsored by the Tri-Valley 
Working Dog Club of Pinon Hills; 
Contact Terry Denney-Combs; 14755 
Yucca Street; Hesperia, CA 92345; 
(760) 949-0318; pyrpacker@aol.com

CA Bakersfield — March 28, 2008
 “Great Pyrenees Seminar”, Susan 

Malinowski Sponsored by the Tri-Valley 
Working Dog Club of Pinon Hills; 
Contact Terry Denney-Combs; 14755 
Yucca Street; Herperia, CA 92345; 
(760) 949-0318; pyrpacker@aol.com

OH Westlake — April 1, 2008
 “Whelping Dystocia and the Puppy 

Neonate”, Dr. Robert Van Hutchison 
Sponsored by the Great Pyrenees Club 
of America in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Mary 
McGuire; (740) 743-2002; pyrplus@ 
netpluscom.com

RI Warwick — April 25-26, 2008
 “Bernese Mountain Dog Judges Study 

Group and Ringside Mentoring” 
Sponsored by the Bernese Mountain 
Dog Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact 
Debbie Mulvey; PO Box 325, 
Waterbury Center, VT 05677; 
grunberg07@msn.com

IL Crystal Lake — May 8, 2008
 “Mastiff Standard Seminar and 

Ringside Mentoring” Sponsored by the 
Mastiff Club of America in conjunction 
with the National Specialty; Contact 
Jessica Watson; 2701 Oakridge Rd., 
Burleson, TX 76028; (817) 295-3733; 
oaklair@applink.net

NC Apex — August 13, 2008
 “Standard Schnauzer”, Lori Walker 

Sponsored by the Triangle Area Judges 
Education Group; Contact Cathleen 
Rubens; (919) 362-4738; silvrhill@
bellsouth.net

tErriEr

CA Palm Desert — January 4, 2008
 H “Glen of Imaal Terrier”, Dr. 

Mary McDaniel and Bruce Sussman 
Sponsored by the Desert Empire 
Terrier Club of Southern California; 
Contact Bruce Schwartz; 6665 S. Halm 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90056; bruce@
welshterrier.com

NE Palm Desert — January 4, 2008
 H “Dandie Dinmont Terrier” 

Sponsored by the Desert Empire Terrier 
Club of Southern California; Contact 
Bruce Schwartz; 6665 S. Halm Ave., 
Los Angeles, CA 90056; 

 bruce@welshterrier.com

H Denotes parent club sanctioned
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OR Portland — January 16, 2008
 H “The Airedale Terrier” Sponsored 

by the Terrier Association of Oregon; 
Contact Fred or Christine Stephens; 
15560 S. Lammer Rd., Oregon City, 
OR 97045; (503) 632-6075; 

 fncstephen@bctonline.com

OR Portland — January 16, 2008
 “The Border Terrier” Sponsored by the 

Terrier Association of Oregon; Contact 
Fred or Christine Stephens; 15560 S. 
Lammer Rd., Oregon City, OR 97045; 
(503) 632-6075; 

 fncstephen@bctonline.com

OR Portland — January 16, 2008
 “The Bedlington Terrier” Sponsored 

by the Terrier Association of Oregon; 
Contact Fred or Christine Stephens; 
15560 S. Lammer Rd., Oregon City, 
OR 97045; (503) 632-6075; 

 fncstephen@bctonline.com

OR Portland — January 16, 2008
 “The Miniature Schnauzer” Sponsored 

by the Terrier Association of Oregon; 
Contact Fred or Christine Stephens; 
15560 S. Lammer Rd., Oregon 
City, OR 97045; (503) 632-6075; 
fncstephen@bctonline.com

OR Portland — January 20, 2008
 “Yorkshire Terrier Breed Seminar” 

Sponsored by the Oregon Dog Judges; 
Contact Dave and Sherrie Krogh; 

 (503) 691-0236; kroghs@aol.com

IN Indianapolis — February 8, 2008
 “Airedale Terriers”, April Clybe 

Sponsored by the Hoosier Kennel Club; 
Contact Ted Baer; (317) 783-3087; 
ted@bearpromotions.net

IN Indianapolis — February 9, 2008
 “Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers”, Kay 

Dunlap Sponsored by the Hoosier 
Kennel Club; Contact Ted Baer; (317) 
783-3087; ted@bearpromotions.net

IN Indianapolis — February 10, 2008
 “Irish Terriers”, David Brown 

Sponsored by the Hoosier Kennel Club; 
Contact Ted Baer; (317) 783-3087; 
ted@bearpromotions.net

MN Minneapolis — February 16-17, 2008
 “Gilbert’s K-9 Structure and 

Movement Seminar”, Ed and Pat 
Gilbert Sponsored by the Greater Twin 
Cities Fox Terrier Club; Contact Donna 
Johnson; djelson@Qwest.net

KY Louisville — March 14, 2008
 “Comparison Between the Smooth 

Fox Terrier and Wire Fox Terrier” 
Sponsored by the American Fox Terrier 
Club in conjunction with the National 
Specialty; Contact Janie Bousek; 19 
Setting Sun, W 2649 County Highway 
VV, Keshena, WI 54135; (715) 799-
4360; wbousek@frontier.net

TX Fort Worth — March 23, 2008
 “The Airedale Terrier”, April Clyde 

Sponsored by the Dallas Fort Worth 
Judges Association; Contact Michael 
Heflin; tovarich@msn.com

TX Fort Worth — March 23, 2008
 “The Welsh Terrier”, Carol Beattie 

Sponsored by the Dallas Fort Worth 
Judges Association; Contact Michael 
Heflin; tovarich@aol.com

TX Fort Worth — March 23, 2008
 “The Lakeland Terrier”, Harold “Red” 

Tatro Sponsored by the Dallas Fort 
Worth Judges Association; Contact 
Michael Heflin; tovarich@msn.com

TX Fort Worth — March 23, 2008
 “The Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier”, 

Gay Dunlap Sponsored by the Dallas 
Fort Worth Judges Association; Contact 
Michael Heflin; tovarich@msn.com

VA Hampton — May 23-24, 2008
 “Manchester Terrier Judges Education 

Seminar & Ringside Mentoring” 
Sponsored by the American Manchester 
Terrier Club in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Jessica 
Kemp; (615) 735-9614; 

 dixielanddogs@aol.com

TX Dallas — August 23, 2008
 “Lakeland Terrier”, Herold “Red” 

Tatro Sponsored by the Dallas Fort 
Worth Judges Association; Contact 
Michael Heflin; tovarich@msn.com

TX Dallas — August 23, 2008
 “ABC’s of Breeding Seminar”, Dr. 

Claudia Orlandi Sponsored by the Faith 
City Kennel Club of Wichita Falls and 
Southwest Airedales; Contact Joyce 
Miller; (972) 248-2128; 

 jmillerwolfe@gmail.com; 
 www.southwestairedales.org

toy

OR Portland — January 19, 2008
 “Papillon Breed Seminar” Sponsored by 

the Oregon Dog Judges; Contact Dave 
and Sherrie Krogh; (503) 691-0236

OR Portland — January 19, 2008
 “Brussels Griffon Breed Seminar”, 

Karen Wisneski Sponsored by the 
Oregon Dog Judges; Contact Dave 
and Sherrie Krogh; (503) 691-0236; 
kroghs@aol.com

OR Portland — January 19, 2008
 “Italian Greyhound Breed Seminar”, 

William Monohon Sponsored by the 
Oregon Dog Judges; Contact Dave 
and Sherrie Krogh; (503) 691-0236; 
kroghs@aol.com

OR Portland — January 19, 2008
 “Affenpinscher Breed Seminar”, 

Connie Clapp Sponsored by the 
Oregon Dog Judges; Contact Dave 
and Sherrie Krogh; (503) 691-0236; 
kroghs@aol.com

OR Portland — January 20, 2008
 “Silky Terrier Breed Seminar”, Vicki 

Braton Sponsored by the Oregon Dog 
Judges; Contact Dave and Sherrie 
Krogh; (503) 691-0236; 

 kroghs@aol.com

OR Portland — January 20, 2008
 H “Pug Breed Seminar”, Donnelle 

Richards Sponsored by the Oregon Dog 
Judges in conjunction with the National 
Specialty; Contact Dave and Sherrie 
Krogh; (503) 691-0236; 

 kroghs@aol.com

OR Portland — January 20, 2008
 “Japanese Chin Breed Seminar”, Steve 

Hayden and Jane Pearson Sponsored by 
the Oregon Dog Judges; Contact Dave 
and Sherrie Krogh; (503) 691-0236; 
kroghs@aol.com

KY Louisville — March 16, 2008
 “Breeders Education Seminar”, Dr. 

Robert Van Hutchison Sponsored 
by the American Brussels Griffon 
Association in conjunction with the 
National Specialty; Contact Pam 
Waldron; 16409 Bennett Rd., Mt. 
Vernon, WA 98273; 

 endorgriff@comcast.net

MI Howell — March 26, 2008
 “English Toy Spaniels”, Karen Miller 

Sponsored by the Michigan Dog Judges; 
Contact Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine; 

 (734) 662-0849; foxairn_3msn.com

GA Atlanta — April 18-19, 2008
 H “Judges Education Seminar - The 

Shih Tzu”, Joe Walton and Kristi 
Trivilino Sponsored by the American 
Shih Tzu Club in conjunction with 
the National Specialty; Contact Kristi 
Trivilino; 8501 S. Ave. NE, Seattle, WA 
98115;

 (206) 459-0117; krigar@aol.com

MI Howell — April 23, 2008
 “Pomeranians”, Fred Dieball and Becky 

Sabourin Sponsored by the Michigan 
Dog Judges; Contact Peggy Beisel-
McIlwaine; (734) 662-0849; 

 foxairn_3@msn.com

NC Apex — May 21, 2008
 H “The Pug”, Tina Webb Heres 

Sponsored by the Triangle Area Judges 
Education Group; Contact Cathleen 
Rubens; (919) 362-4738; 

 silvrhil@bellsouth.net

2007-2008 JUDGEs’ BREED stUDy GROUps AnD sEminARs
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MI Howell — May 28, 2008
 “Toy Poodles”, Janet Reed Sponsored 

by the Michigan Dog Judges; Contact 
Peggy Beisel-McIlwaine; 

 (734)662-0849; foxairn_3@msn.com

non-sporting

CA Palm Desert — January 4, 2008
 “Judging the French Bulldog”, Luis 

F. Sosa Sponsored by the Sand to Sea 
Non-Sporting Association of Southern 
California; Contact Luis F. Sosa; PO 
Box 1426, Madisonville, LA 70447; 
(504) 813-5175; sosaphoto@charter.net

MD Frederick — January 22, 2008
 “The Boston Terrier”, Chad Howard 

Sponsored by the Mason Dixon 
Dog Judges Association; Contact Al 
Ferruggiaro; (301) 421-1930; 

 alf198@yahoo.com

TX Wichita Falls — March 1, 2008
 “Bulldog Judges Education Seminar”, 

Elizabeth Hugo Sponsored by the Faith 
City Kennel Club; Contact Dick Briggs; 
dbriggs2@sw.rr.com

PA Pittsburgh — March 29, 2008
 “American Eskimo Judges Education 

Seminar”, Ruth Sampson Sponsored 
by the American Eskimo Dog Club 
of America in conjunction with 
the National Specialty; Contact 
Ruth Sampson; (650) 572-2575; 
silveroakseskies@yahoo.com

WI Milwaukee — May 20, 2008
 “Judging the Boston Terrier Seminar 

and Ringside Mentoring”, Carl E. 
Gomes Sponsored by the Boston Terrier 
Club of America in conjunction with 
the National Specialty; Contact Carl E. 
Gomes; 4408 White Plains Rd., Bonx, 
NY 10470; (718)994-0834

hErDing

MS Jackson — December 14, 2007
 “Comparing the Pembroke Welsh 

Corgi, Cardigan Welsh Corgi and 
Swedish Vallhund”, Stephanie 
S. Hedgepath Sponsored by the 
Mississippi State KC and Brandon KC 
of Mississippi; Contact Debbie Cox; 
(601)825-0408; canuckcorgis@aol.com; 
www.msstatekc.org

FL Deland — January 4, 2008
 “Basic Canine Reproduction”, Mary 

McDaniel, DVM Sponsored by the 
Sunshine Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club; 
Contact Lesley Hammar; 6105 Orange 
Hill Court, Orlando, FL 32819; (407) 
909-1659; lesley@cfl.rr.com; 

 www.sunshinepwcc.com

NC Apex — February 20, 2008
 “Polish Lowland Sheepdogs”, Russell 

Tesarz Sponsored by the Triangle Area 
Judges Education Group; Contact 
Cathleen Rubens; (919) 362-4738; 
silvrhil@bellsouth.net

KY Louisville — March 12, 2008
 “The Border Collie”, Kelly Whiteman 

Sponsored by the Kentuckiana 
Tartan Border Collie Club; Contact 
Kelly Whiteman; (317) 475-1959; 
kjwhiteman@Sbcglobal.net

NC Apex — April 16, 2008
 H “The Australian Shepherd”, Susan 

Moorehead Sponsored by the Triangle 
Area Judges Education Group; Contact 
Cathleen Rubens; (919) 362-4738; 
silvrhil@bellsouth.net

MisCELLAnEous

CA San Bernardino — January 25, 2008
 “Dogue De Bordeaux Presented by 

The Dogue De Bordeaux Society of 
America” Sponsored by the Tri-Valley 
Working Dog Club of Pinon Hills; 
Contact Terry Denney-Combs; 14755 
Yucca Street; Herperia, CA 92345; 
(760) 949-0318; pyrpacker@aol.com

MuLtipLE BrEEDs

NY New York — February 8-9, 2008
 “Multiple Breed Seminars” Sponsored 

by the Dog Judges Association of 
America; Contact Linda More; 
lindamore@earthlink.net

Fss BrEEDs

KY Louisville — March 15, 2008
 “Judges Education Seminar - The 

Portuguese Podengo”, Christopher 
Lodge Bergstrom Sponsored by the 
Portuguese Podengo Club of America in 
conjunction with the National Specialty; 
Contact Christopher Lodge Bergstrom; 
(860) 395-0546;

 kip.bergstrom@mac.com

Junior showMAnship

TX Dallas — January 12, 2008
 “Judging Junior Showmanship”, 

Sponsored by the Trinity Valley KC, 
presented by AKC Field Representative 
Sue Vroom.  Contact: Sue Vroom; 
(626)523-6142; shv@akc.org

AkC institutEs

OH Cleveland — December 13-16, 2007
 “AKC Advanced Working Institute” 

Sponsored by the American Kennel 
Club; Contact Kathy Caruana; 

 (919) 816-3862; kac1@akc.org

IL Chicago — February 21-24, 2008
 “AKC Advanced Herding Institute”, 

Sponsored by the American Kennel 
Club, Contact Kathy Caruana, (919) 
816-3862, kacl@akc.org

2007-2008 JUDGEs’ BREED stUDy GROUps AnD sEminARs

NOTICE

Please note the change of Address 
for the OREGON DOG JUDGES 

organization:

 Oregon Dog Judges
11935 S.W. King James Place

King City, Oregon  97224
Phone and Fax  (503) 639 8403

Email dketa@aol.com
Website www.oregondogjudges.org

 
Submitted by 

Mrs. Christie C. Smith

AKC ADvANCED 
INSTITUTE 
TOy GROUP

In Conjunction with 
DJAA

Houston, TX
July 17 – 20, 2008

For other info, including 
registration, contact Kathy Caruana, 

kac1@akc.org (919) 816-3862

Breed Standard 
Revisions

When revisions are made to 
Breed Standards, the REvISED 
Standard is sent to each judge 
approved for that breed, along 
with a memo explaining the 

revision, 
4-6 weeks prior

to the new effective date.
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thE GOlDEn REtRiEvER clUB Of AmERicA, inc.
To All Judges of Golden Retrievers
The Golden Retriever standard, in its opening paragraph, clearly 

points out that the Golden Retriever is “primarily a hunting dog.”  
While we have grown accustomed to seeing the Golden in the 
show ring, it is vitally important not to lose sight of the breed’s 
heritage and the Golden’s ability to perform its intended function as 
a retriever of both waterfowl and upland game.

 The AKC breed standard states:  (Bold type for purpose of this 
letter only)

Coat -- Dense and water repellent with good undercoat. Outer coat 
firm and resilient, neither coarse nor silky, lying close to 
body; may be straight or wavy. Untrimmed natural ruff; 
moderate feathering on back of forelegs and on under-
body; heavier feathering on front of neck, back of thighs 
and underside of tail.

Coat on head, paws and front of legs is short and 
even. Excessive length, open coats and limp, soft coats 
are very undesirable. Feet may be trimmed and stray 
hairs neatened, but the natural appearance of coat or 
outline should not be altered by cutting or clipping.

As a hunting dog, the Golden’s coat serves the specific function 
of protecting the dog both on land and in the water.  He should be 
shown as the standard dictates, with a natural coat, not excessively 
sculpted or barbered. The correct, firm, resilient texture of the coat 
is extremely important and judges must be able to assess the coat 
to see if it is correct for the breed.  The Golden’s body coat should 
wrap the body and show no signs of clippering or barbering.   The 
breed standard calls for a double coat. The outer coat protects 
against the elements and the debris that dogs encounter in the field. 
The undercoat insulates, keeping the dog warm in cold weather 
and when swimming. The total effect of the coat is to create a 
waterproof jacket, protecting the body much as a duck’s feathers 
protect the duck’s body.  A soft, silky or cottony coat or a coat that 
stands away from the body, while it might look attractive in the show 
ring, is not desirable as it would interfere with the function of the 
breed.  The correct coat may be straight or wavy but it may not be 
open or groomed to stand away from the body.

The Golden is a natural dog, and excessive grooming or sculpting 
is undesirable and as unacceptable as a poorly groomed or un-
groomed exhibit.  Unfortunately, this kind of excessive fluffing 
and puffing of the coat, in an attempt to create a vision of correct 
structure, has become increasingly commonplace and is being unduly 
rewarded by some judges.  While it might look pretty, this type of 
fluffed up, open and overly neatened coat is to be considered faulty 
under our breed standard and should not be rewarded.  

Many exhibitors and handlers of Golden Retrievers attempt to 
groom in correct structure instead of breeding for it.  Legs are 

moussed to create the illusion of more bone; poor toplines are 
improved with products that hold the coat in place after the hair has 
been back-blown and teased.  Angulation is improved with creative 
scissoring to create the illusion of more bend of stifle or better 
layback.  Feet and nails are excessively trimmed back to make the 
foot look smaller.

Despite AKC rules barring the addition of “foreign substances” 
to the coat or changing the dog by artificial means, a number of 
exhibitors seem to rely on such products to conceal faults.  A brief 
check and comparison of the nose and the lips or eye rims can easily 

show if the black nose is representative of the dog’s 
actual pigmentation or an enhanced version.  Please 
remember that grooming will not truly improve the 
quality of the breeding stock judges are asked to 
assess in the ring.

Remember too, the standard states: “With the 
exception of graying or whitening of face or body 
due to age, any white marking, other than a few white 
hairs on the chest, should be penalized according to 

its extent.”   The coloring of the coat to conceal a natural result of 
aging is not necessary and judges should refrain from penalizing a 
gray face.  Graying can occur as early as four to five years of age in 
this breed and the perception that judges will fault gray in the coat 
may be prompting the reaction of exhibitors to enhance their dog’s 
coloring.

 Do not be fooled into thinking a dog has correct structure and 
color based solely on its superficial appearance.  With a coated 
breed, no judge should rely on his eyes alone to assess a dog.  A 
good hands-on examination by the judge will quickly discover if the 
dog has correct rib spring, adequate forechest, a good layback and 
upper arm, correct bone and proper coat texture and undercoat, as 
well as other attributes.  

Judges have a strong responsibility to carefully examine and 
evaluate dogs based on the entire breed standard, not on currently 
fashionable trends or grooming practices, which often take a correct 
coat and transform it into clearly incorrect coat.  Correct coat and 
structure should be rewarded and incorrect coat and structure 
should be penalized.  GRCA relies on judges to make their decisions 
according to the requirements of the Golden breed standard.  If 
you are unable to assess the correct coat texture due to grooming 
practices, then the dog must be penalized accordingly.  Correct coat 
is an essential element of correct Golden Retriever type and the 
function of this breed as a retriever.

Golden Retriever Club of America
Judges’ Education Committee
2007
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thOUGhts On JUniOR shOwmAnship
By Judge Eddie Dziuk

My involvement with the sport of purebred dogs began over 
thirty years ago, and I feel fortunate to have been a competitor in 
Junior Showmanship.  The experience was overwhelmingly positive 
in terms of knowledge gained, camaraderie, interaction with my 
dogs, and just plain fun.  Many years have passed, a lot of dogs have 
come and gone through my life, I’ve gained a few pounds, and lost a 
lot of hair, but, my interest in junior showmanship and its importance 
has never waned.  In that light, I would like to share some personal 
insights in terms of judging juniors.

From the AKC’s Regulations and Guidelines on Junior 
Showmanship, “Junior Showmanship classes are non-regular classes 
which are judged solely on the ability and skill of Juniors in handling 
their dogs as in the breed ring.  The purpose of Junior Showmanship 
Competition is twofold:  to introduce and encourage Juniors 
to participate in the sport of dogs; and to provide Juniors with a 
meaningful competition in which they can learn, practice, and improve 
in all areas of handling skill and sportsmanship”.  “JUDGES ARE 
EXPECTED TO HAVE A GENUINE INTEREST IN JUNIORS AND 
IN JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP COMPETITION”.  The emphasis in 
the last statement is the AKC’s, not mine, and comes directly from 
the Guidelines.  As a former junior, as an approved junior judge, as 
an individual who loves watching juniors, and as a fancier concerned 
about the future of our sport, I encourage all juniors judges to please 
take this to heart.  While to some degree we all have a vested 
interest in the future of our sport, judges should only accept juniors 
assignments if they have a genuine interest in these classes.  There is 
nothing more disheartening than watching a judge go through the 
motions, with no appreciation of what these classes mean to the 
participants.  Judges that do not understand the purpose, do not 
take the classes seriously, do not appear to enjoy themselves, the 
dogs, or the juniors are doing the sport a disservice.

Just like regular conformation classes where it can be difficult 
to sort through the bad exhibits, and a challenge to sort through 
the really good ones, juniors classes offer the same challenges.  As 
judges we must be patient and encouraging to the young, often 
gawky and clumsy newcomers, as well as proficient and skillful when 
determining placements for the highly talented handlers.

While Junior Showmanship does not provide judges a standard 
such as those used when judging conformation, the Regulations and 
Guidelines prepared by the AKC do offer a blueprint of the basic 
expectations.  These include:

• The junior’s ability and skill in handling their dogs as in the 
breed ring. (emphasis, mine)

o Proper breed presentation
o Skill in the individual dog’s presentation
o Knowledge of ring procedures
o Appearance and conduct

• The general rule when evaluating a handler’s capabilities 
is ECONOMY OF MOTION.  Exaggerated motions and 

gestures should be faulted.  They should present their dogs 
in a quiet and efficient manner.

• The judge must also be aware of safety concerns.  The 
AKC Guidelines are specific on this, and it includes the 
tough decision to excuse a junior whose dog is just too big 
or unwieldy for them to control safely around the other 
juniors and other dogs. 

It is assumed that all judges have enough basic ring and dog 
experience to evaluate these skills.  Like the conformation ring where 
individual judges prioritize and apply personal preferences regarding 
varying styles, the Juniors judge has some subjective assessments 
to make as well.  The following list represents some of the skills 
and qualities that have worked well for me personally when judging 
juniors.

• As emphasized by the AKC Guidelines, I like to see breeds 
presented in the same fashion they would be in the 
conformation ring.  I tend to fault generic handling where 
every breed is shown like a Doberman with their necks 
cranked up and baited down.  I like to see Collies walked 
into a stack, Schipperkes shown by baiting and freestacking, 
Terriers handled to show themselves, etc.  Showing the 
dog at the correct and appropriate speed for the breed is 
also another way to evaluate proper breed presentation.  
This also implies preparedness and knowledge on the part 
of the judge.  While feeling bad for the juniors, I’ve almost 
felt embarrassed for the judge when witnessing things such 
as sandwiching a toy dog in between two setters on a “go 
around”, or asking the junior with a Standard Schnauzer to 
put their dog on the examination table, or a judge being 
determined to see full dentition on a Pug.

• I do not make excessive use of freebaiting skills, as this is 
just not appropriate for all breeds.

• I insist on making the juniors wait to set up their dogs until 
I give the direction to do so.  This enables me to evaluate 
the ease, correctness, and efficiency with which they stack 
their charges.

• I always ask the juniors to show me the dog’s bite, “in 
the manner that is appropriate for their breed”.  I expect 
juniors to show full dentition when appropriate, but 
only if appropriate for their breed.  For Chows or Shar 
Pei, I want to see the pigmentation of the tongue.  For 
undershot breeds such as Pugs or Griffs, I ask the junior 
to demonstrate how the bite is examined, ie use of their 
finger to verify the undershot bite without excessive lifting 
of the dog’s lips is perfectly acceptable.

• I insist on seeing some level of rapport with the dog.  On 
more than one occasion, all other things being equal, my 
final nod to the winner was determined by the fact that 
one junior actually spoke to and encouraged their dog.

continued on page 9
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cO-OwnERship AnD shOwinG
By Roz Kraus, AKC Executive Field Representative

The question of “co-ownership” and “who and when” has 
recently been a question of concern.  The same rules apply to all 
judges whether judging Regular Conformation shows, Sweepstakes, 
Futurities, or Maturities.  So exactly what are the parameters?  
Who Can and Cannot show? Let’s look at the basics:

Sweepstakes, Futurity, and Maturity Judges: judges are unable 
to exhibit on the same day as their assignment, at the same event.  
They may show the day prior to, as well as the day after their 
assignment.

Regular Conformation Judges:  Any dog that has your name on it 
may not be shown within 200 miles the day of and the three days 
prior to and after your assignment.  Any dog that is in the name of 
any member of the household where you reside is subject to the 
same restriction.  

A dog bred by the judge or a household member, but not 
owned/co-owned by the judge/household member, may be shown 
at the same show the judge is judging. It may even be shown to the 
judge if ownership was transferred at least one year prior to the 
date of the show.  

Handlers:   Should you or a household member have a business 
relationship with a handler or have hired a handler, that handler, the 
handlers associates, and any member of the handler’s household 
are not permitted to show to you or your household member for 
a minimum four months.

Co-Owners:   Co-owners are allowed to exhibit at the same 
show as you judge according to the following conditions:

A) your name/household members name is not on (as 
owner or co-owner) any dog exhibited

B) they do not show to you or a household/family member
 While we understand you cannot control who enters or shows 

under you, there may be times when you feel a conflict of interest 
may be at hand.  If there is any doubt, please call for the AKC 
Representative.  You are obliged to excuse any exhibitor for conflict 
of interest.  It is in your best interest to avoid situations which may 
raise ethical questions or even the appearance of impropriety.  
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
the Judging Operations Department.

mARkinG thE JUDGE’s BOOk
By Lee Herr, AKC Executive Field Representative

A Dog Show Judge is fully responsible for the Judge’s Book, both 
content (accurate and legible) and chain of possession. 

Did you mark absentees? (The Steward may inform you when 
all the dogs are in the ring, however, it’s your responsibility to verify 
and mark the absentees). Are your placements marked correctly? A 
common mistake is to mark the Exhibit’s armband number as the 
placement number (ex: # 7 instead of 3 for third place). 

Did you mark Excusals, DQ’s, withheld placements, and make 
a notation explaining the reason? Examples include (but are not 
limited to): Measured-in, measured-out, ineligible for class, unable to 
examine, menacing, attacked, lame, change of appearance.  Are the 
markings and recordings accurate and legible?   

Take extra time to double-check all markings in your book. Some 
errors, if not caught on the spot, can never be satisfactorily resolved.

All changes and corrections must be initialed.  Only the Judge, 
Show Secretary or Superintendent may make notations in the 
Judge’s book. Only the Superintendent or Show Secretary may 
move a dog from one class to another.  Stewards must not make any 
marks in the Judge’s book.   Is the book signed? Can it be read?  And 
where is the book?  Turn it in immediately.

Please keep your Judge’s Book in your possession at all times.  
Never have the Steward deliver your book. Remember, you alone 
are responsible for your Book!  If  the markings in your book are not 
legible & accurate, the entire purpose of Dog Shows is defeated.

continued from page 8

• Times have changed.  As a junior handler, all my “dog 
show pants” had permanent knee stains from stacking my 
beagles on the ground and having to constantly maneuver 
around the dog as the judges played the “always keep the 
dog between yourself and the judge” game.  Handlers 
today are not expected to constantly change sides in the 
breed ring.  They should not be expected to do so in 
juniors either.

• While following a set pattern throughout your classes, 

be prepared with one or two things to do differently 
towards the end of your class, or during Best Junior 
Handler competition to help differentiate the junior’s skills.

In summary, judging juniors can be a very rewarding experience 
if approached correctly.  After 30 plus years, I have maintained 
friendships will fellow juniors with whom I competed, as well as with 
mentors who gave me guidance.  Please remember, the combined 
positive experiences of a junior’s years in Junior Showmanship will 
often serve as the basis for that junior’s continued involvement in 
the sport long after they’ve “aged out”.  I’m proof.

thOUGhts On JUniOR shOwmAnship
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General Appearance: A 
medium size sighthound giving the 
appearance of elegance and fitness, 
denoting great speed, power and 
balance without coarseness. A 
true sporting hound that covers 
a maximum of distance with a 
minimum of lost motion. Should 
convey an impression of beautifully 
balanced muscular power and 
strength, combined with great 
elegance and grace of outline. 
Symmetry of outline, muscular 
development and powerful gait are 
the main considerations; the dog 
being built for speed and work, all 
forms of exaggeration should be 

avoided. 
Size, Proportion, Substance: Ideal height for dogs, 19 to 22 

inches; for bitches, 18 to 21 inches, measured at the highest point of 
the withers. More than one-half inch above or below the stated limits 
will disqualify. Length from forechest to buttocks equal to or slightly 
greater than height at the withers. Moderate bone throughout. 

Head: Keen intelligent alert expression. Eyes large, round to oval 
in shape. Small and/or almond shaped eyes are undesirable and are 
to be faulted. Eyes to be dark brown to nearly black in color. Eye 
color can vary with coat color, but regardless of coat color dark 
eyes are always preferred. Light eyes are undesirable and yellow 
eyes are to be strictly penalized. Blue eye(s) or any portion of blue 
in the eye(s), as well as both eyes not being of the same color shall 
disqualify. Fully pigmented eye rims are desirable.

Rose ears, small, fine in texture; in repose, thrown back and folded 
along neck. Fold should be maintained when at attention. Erect ears 
should be severely penalized.

Skull long and lean, fairly wide between the ears, scarcely 
perceptible stop. 

Muzzle should be long and powerful, denoting great strength 
of bite, without coarseness. Lack of underjaw should be strictly 
penalized. Nose leather to be entirely and uniformly pigmented. 
Color to be black, dark blue or dark brown, both so dark so as to 
appear nearly black.

Teeth of upper jaw should fit closely over teeth of lower jaw 
creating a scissors bite. Teeth should be white and strong. Undershot 
shall disqualify. Overshot one-quarter inch or more shall disqualify. 

Neck, Topline, Body: Neck long, clean and muscular, well 
arched with no suggestion of throatiness, widening gracefully into 
the top of the shoulder. A short thick neck, or a ewe neck, should 
be penalized. The back is broad, firm and well muscled, having length 
over the loin. The backline runs smoothly from the withers with a 
graceful natural arch, not too accentuated, beginning over the loin 
and carrying through over the croup; the arch is continuous without 
flatness. A dip behind shoulder blades, wheelback, flat back, or a 
steep or flat croup should be penalized. Brisket very deep, reaching 
as nearly as possible to the point of the elbow. Ribs well sprung but 

with no suggestion of barrel shape. The space between the forelegs 
is filled in so that there is no appearance of a hollow between them. 
There is a definite tuckup of the underline. The tail long and tapering, 
reaching to at least the inside of the hock when measured down 
along the hind leg. When the dog is in motion, the tail is carried low 
with only a gentle upward curve; tail should not be carried higher 
than top of back. 

Forequarters: Shoulder blade long, well laid back, with flat 
muscles, allowing for moderate space between shoulder blades at 
peak of withers. Upper arm of equal length, placed so that the elbow 
falls directly under the withers.

The points of the elbows should point neither in nor out, but 
straight back. A steep shoulder, short upper arm, a heavily muscled 
or loaded shoulder, or a very narrow shoulder, all of which restrict 
low free movement, should be strictly penalized. Forelegs straight, 
giving appearance of strength and substance of bone. Pasterns 
strong, slightly bent and flexible. Bowed legs, tied-in elbows, legs 
lacking substance, legs set far under the body so as to create an 
exaggerated forechest, weak or upright pasterns should be strictly 
penalized.

Both front and rear feet must be well formed with hard, thick 
pads. Feet more hare than cat, but both are acceptable. Flat, splayed 
or soft feet without thick hard pads should be strictly penalized. Toes 
should be long, close and well arched. Nails strong and naturally 
short or of moderate length. Dewclaws may be removed. 

Hindquarters: Long and powerful. The thighs are broad and 
muscular, stifles well bent; muscles are long and flat and carry well 
down toward the hock. The hocks are well let down and close to the 
ground. Sickle or cow hocks should be strictly penalized. 

Coat: Short, close, smooth and firm in texture. Any other coat 
shall be a disqualification. Old scars and injuries, the result of work 
or accident, should not be allowed to prejudice the dog’s chance in 
the show ring. 

Color: Color immaterial.
Gait: Low, free moving and smooth, with reach in the forequarters 

and strong drive in the hindquarters. The dog has great freedom of 
action when viewed from the side; the forelegs move forward close to 
the ground to give a long, low reach; the hind legs have strong propelling 
power. When moving and viewed from front or rear, legs should turn 
neither in nor out, nor should feet cross or interfere with each other.  
Lack of front reach or rear drive, or a short, hackney gait with high 
wrist action, should be strictly penalized. Crossing in front or moving 
too close should be strictly penalized. 

Temperament: Amiable, friendly, gentle, but capable of great 
intensity during sporting pursuits.

Disqualifications: More than one-half inch above or below 
stated height limits.

Blue eye(s), any portion of blue in the eye(s), eyes not of the same 
color.

Undershot. 
Overshot one-quarter inch or more.
Any coat other than short, close, smooth and firm in texture. 

whippEt
BREED  

stAnDARD
Hound Group

Approved:
October 9, 2007

Effective January 1, 2008
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The following is a reasonable and far sighted approach to the 
cropping and docking dilemma that an increasing number of parent 
clubs are dealing with.  It is a worthwhile read for all who judge 
cropped or docked breeds.  As always, the American Kennel Club 
stands by judges’ decisions whether they choose to reward dogs with 
tails or penalize dogs with tails.  Sr. Ed. 

To: The American Kennel Club
From: Standard Schnauzer Club of America
Subject: Judging Standard Schnauzers with Natural Tails

The Standard Schnauzer Club of America, at their June 2007 Board 
of Directors meeting, discussed at length the issue of undocked 
(“natural”) tails. As most fanciers and judges are aware, an increasing 
number of countries no longer allow the docking of dogs’ tails 
and many also prohibit the exhibition of docked animals at shows. 
(Attached is a Table summarizing the current status for countries in 
Europe and elsewhere, developed by SSCA.) 

The Standard Schnauzer is a relatively uncommon breed and 
fanciers here have long relied on importation of breeding stock 
from Europe and elsewhere to maintain a viable gene pool. The 
success of this strategy has been demonstrated by AKC-registered 
dogs consistently winning at European shows, and visa versa. One 
concern of the SSCA is that prohibition of tail-docking abroad will 
inhibit importation and, in the long run, harm our breed. In addition, 
owners of top European dogs no longer wish to show in this country 
due to concerns that their exhibits may be overlooked or even 
dismissed from the ring. Also, many AKC judges have asked our club 
for guidance on how to handle a situation where an undocked dog 
is presented in their ring. The current AKC breed standard calls for 
a tail “docked to not less than one inch nor more than two inches. “ 
The SSCA  has no immediate plans to amend its standard because, 
at this point in time, no “official” description of the undocked 
Standard Schnauzer tail exists. The breed’s parent organization in 
Europe, the Pinscher-Schnauzer-Klub of Germany, has been tasked 
by the FCI to develop such a description but they have not yet 
acted. Thus undocked, natural Standard Schnauzer tails as seen in 
European show rings range from a slightly curved “saber” tail to 
a rather tightly curled appendage undoubtedly reflecting ancestral 
Wolf-Spitz influence. In light of this uncertainty, but with the goal 
of easing importation and exhibition of animals from abroad, the 
SSCA wishes to make the following recommendation to judges of 
Standard Schnauzers:

“When presented with an undocked, natural-tailed Standard 
Schnauzer, the judge should evaluate the dog on its merits as 
outlined in the AKC standard for the breed. The presence of an 
undocked tail should not be a reason to dismiss, withhold ribbons 
or fail to place an exhibit. The overall type, structure, movement 
and temperament of the dog should be of primary consideration. 
The set-on and placement of the tail are important, and should 
be carefully evaluated. The appearance of the undocked tail, 
however, should not be a major factor in judging as it is at most 
(or worst) a cosmetic fault.”

The SSCA may revisit this issue when (or if) an accepted 

description of the Standard Schnauzer “natural” tail is developed.

TABLE 1: Summary of national laws restricting docking, 
cropping, and showing docked dogs 

(X = banned;   3 = allowed). 
(Note: this information is accurate as best could be determined 

but regulations are changing.)

Country  Docking  Cropping  Showing
Australia  X  X  3
Austria  X/3 *  X  3 (*varies by  
          state)
Belgium  X (after ‘06) X  3
Canada  3  3  3
Croatia  3  3  3
Czech Rep.  3 X  3
Denmark  X  X  X
England  X (after 4/07)  X  3 (if docked  
         before 4/07)
Estonia  X  X  3
Finland  X  X  X (if born after  
        1/01)
France  X  X  3
Germany  X  X  X
Holland  X  X  X (if born after  
         1/01)
Hungary  3  3  3
Iceland  X  X  3
Ireland  3  X  3
Italy  X  X  3
Latvia  3  3  3
Lithuania  3  3  3
New Zeal’d  X  X  3
Norway  X X  X
Poland  X  X  3
Portugal  X  X  3
Russia 3  3  3
So. Africa  3   X  3
Romania  3   3  3
Scotland  X   X  3 (if docked  
         before 4/07)
Slovenia  3   X  3
Slovakia  3   3  3
Switzerland  X   X  3
Sweden  X   X  3 (expect ban  
         after 1/08)
USA  3   3  3

In addition, many South and Central American countries are 
members of FCI, and thus their SS breed standard calls for a 
“natural” tail. However cropping and docking are allowed in 
most cases, and still practiced by many breeders.

stAnDARD schnAUzER BREED stAnDARD
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Meet the AKC Dog Show Judges Divisions Staff

kAtiE RUDOlph, ADministRAtOR, JUDGinG OpERAtiOns
Katie comes to AKC from Southern California.  She grew up and spent most of her 

adult life in the Los Angeles area.  Her father’s passion in life was underwater animal 
photography, and, in fact, he developed one of the first underwater cameras.  As a young 
girl, Katie developed a keen interest in horses which led her to Cal Poly where she 
majored in Animal Science and rode their Arabian horses.

After college, marriage and a stint as an assistant horse trainer, Katie found that birds 
and dogs were more practical than horses.  She raised Budgerigars, Cockatoos, German 
Shepherds, Whippets and a daughter who is now a high school teacher and a dog 
handler.  Once her daughter was grown, Katie moved to NC to manage a pet store, and 
some time later went to work for a software company.  She joined AKC in January, 2006.  
Katie still breeds an occasional litter of Whippets with her daughter.

Besides a reverence for all living creatures, Katie inherited an interest in and aptitude 
for photography.  She can frequently be found at dog shows (or weddings) in the area 
shooting photos that rival the best professional efforts.  Occasionally her work appears 
on our website.  

Katie enjoys the fact that working at AKC affords her the opportunity to learn more 
about the sport and the various breeds.  She loves living in North Carolina where she 
feels people are much friendlier and she can live in the country.   

A lEttER fROm thE hAvEnEsE clUB Of AmERicA
On behalf of the Havanese Club of America (HCA) officers, 

directors and members, this letter is being sent to clarify any 
possible misconceptions concerning the Havanese breed.  Recently, 
there has been publicity surrounding a proposed “new breed” 
called the Havana Silk Dog (HSD).  HSD breeders are attempting 
to split and discredit the Havanese breed and solicit the interest 
of judges and the AKC into allowing the HSD dogs to join the Toy 
Group under the name Havana Silk Dog.

To this end, there is a significant amount of misinformation that is 
being circulated in personal conversations, on websites, and in print. 

I ask that you please note the following facts:
• The Havanese Club of America (HCA) is the recognized AKC 

Parent Club for Havanese breed.
• HCA Parent Club members support the current Standard as 

approved on May 7, 2001 and make every attempt to breed 
to that Standard

• The new theory, presented in various places and 
known as “The Arizona Conundrum”, contains material 
misrepresentations, misinformation and fabrications.  The 
theories are unsubstantiated and are structured to glorify the 
“new breed” (which would theoretically be based on a subset 
of the Havanese).  Please note that HSD breeders state that 

they will continue to exhibit their dogs as Havanese until the 
proposed “new breed” is approved, an occurrence that will 
likely never happen. 

• HCA Members and Havanese breeders (both foundation 
breeders and current breeders) stand firmly behind the breed, 
its development and judges who evaluate our exhibits against 
the approved HCA breed standard.

We encourage you to continue to judge to the Standard for 
the Havanese, as approved by the AKC on May 7, 2001 (effective 
June 27, 2001) and ask that you question any and all information 
provided by organizations other than the Havenese Club of 
America.

We have a committee of volunteers that will be available to 
answer any and all questions that you may have regarding this 
unfortunate development. 

We are confident that our breed, the Havanese, will continue to 
thrive and demonstrate the lively behavior in the show ring that is 
so characteristic of our breed.

Sincerely,
James C. Siver
President, Havanese Club of America
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RAcy vERsUs RAnGy in thE iRish tERRiER
Submitted by the Judges Education Committee of the 
Irish Terrier Club of America

During the past year Judges Education committee members have 
conducted a number of ringside interviews, after the judging of the 
breed was completed.  One area of concern seems to continually 
arise: The judges repeatedly refer to various dogs and bitches in 
their entry as being “extremely racy”. When questioned as to their 
definition of racy, the judge’s response is almost always “racy is a 
direct function of length (the longer the dog/bitch the racier)”.

Harold R. Spira in his book Canine Terminology defines Racy as 
streamlined and elegant appearance, resembling a thoroughbred 
horse in construction - the opposite to cobby or stocky.  He goes 
on to define Rangy as being tall, long in body, often lightly framed and 
high on leg.  In every case when critically evaluating these “long racy 
dogs” mentioned by the judges above it becomes obvious that their 
length comes from an excessively long loin and not the rib cage as 
called for by the breed standard.  They were long in body, generally 
lightly framed and high on leg.  Their rib cages were generally shallow 
and slab sided, not fairly sprung and deep as called for by the breed 
standard.  Their loins were excessively long with no well-defined 
tuck-up (Irish Terriers that are excessively long in the loin do not 
have a well defined tuck-up). In summary the raciness of the Irish 
Terrier comes from a well ribbed back, a well sprung deep rib cage 
that reaches the elbow of the dog and a short loin (if viewed in 
cross section the rib cage should be heart-shaped).

We must keep in mind the function that the rib cage and loin 
provide in the anatomy of all canines.  McDowell Lyon in his book 
The Dog In Action clearly states “the body is divided into two parts: 
the thorax or rib section, which houses the heart and lungs; the 
abdominal cavity, where we find the stomach, liver, small intestine 
and large intestine. The diaphragm separates these two cavities. 
Its attachments originate on the lumbar or loin vertebrae, thence 
cutting diagonally down the rib walls to the seventh rib where it 
curves back toward the end of the sternum.  Regardless of breed 
or type of dog, these cavities must be of sufficient size to house 
and protect these organs and permit them to function efficiently.” 
In a shallow chested, slab sided short ribbed dog the lungs which 
are located on both sides of the thorax in two independent lobes 
molded against the ribs, will be deprived of the needed space to 
function efficiently; the heart that normally lies slightly below the 
lungs on the sternum bone between the third and eighth rib base, 
will be pushed up between the lungs thus impeding both the heart 
and lungs’ normal operation.

The abdomen (loin area) lies behind the rib section. The stomach, 
liver and intestines are held in place by muscles attached to the last 
ribs, the front of the pelvis and the sides of the loin vertebrae, thus 
creating a cradle.  There is a wide and powerful muscle extending 

from the tendons on the pelvis beneath this cradle to the base of 
the ribs and sternum.  It draws the rib section backward, compresses 
the intestines and is also the principal muscle that slightly arches 
the spine over the loin.  The functional value gained by the tuck-up 
thus created is to align this muscle in a straight line from the back 
tips of the pelvis to the sternum; in this position it will operate at 
its best during locomotion.  It is easy to see how the shorter loin 
more efficiently transmits propulsion from the hind legs to the front 
legs and anchors the spine and prevents it from bounding up and 
down.  By comparison the longer loin is less well suited to controlling 
propulsion and causes the body to sway from side to side and the 
topline to bounce. 

Lastly, the Irish Terrier Breed Standard specifically states: “The body 
should be moderately long…. The back must be strong and straight, and 
free from an appearance of slackness or “dip” behind the shoulders.  
The loin should be strong and muscular, and slightly arched, the ribs 
fairly sprung, deep rather than round, reaching to the level of the elbow.  
The bitch may be slightly longer than the dog.” To further clarify the 
breed standard John Thorndike, a prominent American breeder 
wrote in his book “The Irish Terrier Standard Simplified” published 
in 1925 – “Well ribbed back means that there should not be a great 
distance between the last rib and the pelvic bone.” The short loin 
efficiently transmits propulsion from the hindquarters to the front 
shoulders and legs.  The slightly arched short loin anchors the spine 
and prevents it from bouncing when the dog moves thus keeping 
the topline level. By contrast, the longer loin is less well suited to 
controlling propulsion and causes the body to sway from side to 
side and the topline to bounce. 

The Judges Education Committee of the Irish Terrier Club of 
America encourages all Irish Terrier Judges to look for, identify and 
if all other qualities are present put up those representatives of the 
breed that are well ribbed and have a short loin.  A good measure 
of rib to loin proportion is that the rib cage from shoulder to the 
last or floating rib should be twice as long as the distance from the 
floating rib to the hip. Stated another way, the rib cage is 2/3 of the 
length of the dog between shoulder and hip, the loin is 1/3 of that 
length.  

Correction to Table Breeds List
We apologize for the error on page 9 of the Fall, 

2007 issue of “The Standard.” Skye Terriers should 
be added to the list of table breeds.  Soft Coated 

Wheaten Terriers should be removed from 
the list of table breeds.  

The Irish Terrier Club of America has voted on 
and approved the option to judge Irish Terriers 

on the ground, ramp or table.
For the amended list of table/ramp 

breeds please go to:
http://www.akc.org/pdfs/judges/table_breeds.pdf
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JUDGEs mUst cARRy cURREnt BREED stAnDARDs
By Mary Dukes, AKC Executive Field Representative

Judges are reminded to be sure to carry the most current version 
of the breed standard for the breeds you judge. We recently had an 
incident in which a dog was nearly disqualified for a breed standard 
disqualification that had been removed from the standard in 2002. 
The judge was carrying the ‘pocket standards’ some of which are 

outdated. Standards do change so PLEASE BE SURE you have the 
most current version of each standard with you in the ring! This will 
avoid embarrassment for you and having to deal with an unpleasant 
screaming exhibitor who will be happy to point out (loudly) your 
error!

Looking for
Breed Mentors?

Judging Operations is in the midst of compiling a 
list of Parent Club Approved Breed Mentors for all 
breeds.  The completed list will be available in the 
near future on the AKC website.  In the meantime, 
please contact Katie Rudolph in Judging Operations

kxr@akc.org or 919-816-3593

whO ARE yOUR EmERGEncy cOntActs?
By Delores Burkholder, AKC Field Representative

Participating in the world of dog shows makes for regular road 
warriors, by vehicle and by airplane. We have all come to rely on 
our cell phones to keep in touch with our home base.  We can all 
face emergency situations such as being hospitalized away from 
home, and the cell phone is just not enough to contact the home 
base or those that need to be notified in the case of an emergency.

Here is a list of information that should be carried with you and 
a copy to be left at home or with any other emergency contacts.
1.  ICE your cell phone: Make a phone book listing that starts 

with ICE and add HOME or the first or last name of the 
person belonging to that phone number.

2.   Make and carry a written list of who to contact in case of an 
emergency.  Keep a form on your computer or printed out to 
fill in each week. Include the following phone numbers:

 Husband or Wife
 Other Family members
 Friends – possibly another judge on the panel with you
 Family Physician
 Dog Kennel
 Travel Agent or the person who can cancel flights and hotels
 AKC Events Dept. in case assignments need to be cancelled
 Superintendent for the week and their contact information
 Show Chairman’s CELL phone
 Hotel for that week  

3.  Make this list out weekly. Leave a copy at home. Supply this 
list to the show chair as an attachment to your contract.  E-
mail the list on a regular basis to those who may need the 
information.  Carry a copy with you.

Be Prepared and Travel Safe

fROm thE BOstOn tERRiER clUB Of AmERicA
Submitted by Carl E. Gomes
JUDGES EDUCATION CHAIRMAN 
BOSTON TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA

Required vs. Desired
One of the most interesting aspects of the Boston Terrier 

Standard is the section that deals with color and markings.  It 
clearly defines Required Markings: “White muzzle band, white blaze 
between the eyes, white forechest”.  If the exhibit is totally devoid of 
these markings and is solid black, solid brindle, or solid seal without 
required markings, the dog must be disqualified.

Under Desired markings: “White muzzle band, even white blaze 
between the eyes and over the head, white collar, white forechest, 
white on part or whole forelegs and hind legs below the hocks. 
(Note: A representative specimen should not be penalized for not 
possessing “Desired Markings)”.   There is no incongruity here.

Boston Terrier breeders have done an outstanding job in getting 
full white collars and white stockings.  Nevertheless, this is all 
icing on the cake.  A top show dog with the desired markings will 
certainly go a long way.  The correct head, intelligent expression 
and required markings are very essential, in order to establish and 
solidify breed type.

NOTICE
Pyrenean Shepherd: Table Breed

by Peter Gaeta

The Pyrenean Shepherd is eligible for competition 
in the Miscellaneous Class, and the Pyrenean 

Shepherd Club of America has advised that there has 
been some question regarding examinations.  The 

parent club has requested that all judges be advised 
that the breed should be examined on the table.
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Q & AJUst thE fAQ’s
By Katie Rudolph

Question:  My club did not receive their free AKC Judges 
Directory!  Could you please send one?

Answer:  Judge Directories are mailed at no charge to AKC 
membership clubs only.  All other breed, specialty clubs and 
individuals can purchase the directory by calling the AKC Order 
Desk at 919-816-7118 or online at the AKC Online Store at http://
www.akc.org/shop/index.cfm?nav_area=online_store for $15 each.

Question: I was under the impression that one judge could not 
judge Breed then Group then Best in Show. 

Answer: The following is from the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows.

Chapter 7, Section 19: Only one judge shall officiate in each 
Group Class and only one judge shall select the Best in Show.

The Board of Directors suggests that whenever possible the 
Best in Show be determined by one who has not already judged 
any breed or group class of said show.

Except in hardship cases, when an exception may be approved 
for a specific show, a judge will not be approved to judge a breed 
and, at the same show, the Variety Group of which the breed is a 
part and Best in Show.

So the answer is normally this will not happen but under some 
circumstances it may occur.

A lEttER fROm thE BRiARD clUB Of AmERicA
Submitted by David Behrens and Meg Weitz for the Breed Education 

Committee of the Briard Club of America.
    The Briard is a breed with quite a few disqualifications. One 

of those is “a white spot on chest exceeding one inch in diameter”.  
While it is not common to see a Briard being exhibited in the 
ring with white on its chest, it is possible, and each dog must be 
examined for disqualifying faults as specified in the breed standard.

   The desired examination proceeds as follows: The Briard 
should be approached calmly with assurance and self-confidence 
on the part of the examiner. Bearing in mind that the head is 
coated, approach from the front so the dog can see you and be 
aware of your presence. Place one hand under the chin, but please 
do not grab the beard. Gently brush the hair away from the eyes 
to check eye color, pigment and then proceed to the bite. To check 
for disqualifying white on the chest, face the same direction as the 

dog, place your right hand on the dogs head as you lean forward 
to lift the coat on the dog’s chest. Be sure to follow good judging 
practice as directed by the AKC to avoid placing yourself at risk.  
     This is usually sufficient to decide whether there is need for a 
closer look. If after parting the coat a white spot is found, it is then 
necessary to take a closer look and to measure its width at the 
skin to decide whether it meets the criteria for the disqualification. 
Do not forget your personal safety. All dogs are not handled 
by experienced exhibitors. Do not kneel in front of a dog. Ask 
the handler to hold the dog’s head while you make a thorough 
examination of the white area at the skin.  
     If you determine the white does exceed one inch in diameter 
[at the root of the hair] then you should mark your book as 
Disqualified, Breed Standard, White spot exceeding one inch.

nEw BREED limit incREAsED
Effective January 1, 2008, fanciers applying to become an 

American Kennel Club® Judge may apply for up to a group or 

its equivalent on their initial judging application. This policy 

change is the result of the AKC® Board of Directors’ October 

vote to rescind the current New Breed Group Policy. 

New AKC judge applicants may apply using either the 12-5-4 

Method, the New Breed Alternate Method or a combination 

of the two to qualify for breeds. Those wishing to have pre-

application inter views with Executive Field Representatives 

under the revised policy may do so beginning January 1, 

2008. For more information on becoming an AKC Judge go 

to: http://www.akc.org/judges/conformation/newjudgapp.cfm

mOnitORinG Of JUDGEs
Reprinted with permission from Kennel Gazette, The Kennel Club, UK

The overall aim and objective of a judge at whatever level, from 
Companion Dog Show to Championship events is to provide 
value for the time, training, effort and money which the exhibitor/
competitor puts into competing with their dog.  Moreover, the 
decisions of Championship judges in particular will ultimately affect 
the future development of a particular breed and/or respective 
discipline concerned.

In order for the Kennel Club to fulfill its responsibilities to all those 
involved in its licensed events, the Kennel Club will monitor the 
performance of judges for compliance with Kennel Club Regulations 
and compliance with the Code of Best Practice for judges.

In its role as the governing body for all competitions held under 
its Regulations, the Kennel Club is under no obligation to notify 
judges in advance in order to observe and/or evaluate their judging.  
However, if concerns are raised as a result these would be referred 
to the judge for comment before any conclusions is reached. 

If there are any queries relating to this aspect then the Kennel 
Club will always be pleased to offer further advice and assistance.
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AKC Institute 
For Aspiring & Newly Approved Judges

In conjunction with WDJAA and Rio Hondo KC

Pomona, California
2-Day Seminar

Saturday, May 3 - Sunday, May 4, 2008

AmericAn Kennel club
AKC Advanced Institute 

Herding Group
In conjunction with The International Kennel Club of Chicago

Chicago, Illinois
4-Day Seminar

Thursday, February 21 - Sunday, February 24, 2008
Currently accepting applications.

For more info, including registration, contact Kathy Caruana, kac1@akc.org (919) 816-3862
To download a registration form go to: www.akc.org/clubs/seminars/seminars.cfm


