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GEORGIA KENNEL CLUBS TO DONATE “DOGNY”  
STATUE TO STATE OF GEORGIA  

  
- Life-size German Shepherd Dog Bronze to be placed on Capitol Hill - 

 
New York – On September 11, 2003 a solid bronze German Shepherd Dog DOGNY 
sculpture will be donated to the State of Georgia.  The statue will be placed outside the 
Department of Agriculture, and will serve as a permanent tribute to America’s search and 
rescue dogs.   
 
The statue is part of The American Kennel Club’s (AKC) public art initiative called 
“DOGNY: America’s Tribute to Search and Rescue Dogs.” The DOGNY program was 
created as a public art project and fundraiser to honor the Canine Search and Rescue 
dog and handler teams who were called to serve following the September 11 tragedies.  
DOGNY provides financial resources for professional and volunteer Canine Search and 
Rescue organizations across America through The AKC CAR Canine Support and Relief 
Fund. Over 100 life-size German Shepherd Dog sculptures were created as part of the 
charitable program.  
 
At 10:00 am on September 11, 2003 a press conference will be held on the Atlanta, GA 
Capitol steps. Governor Sonny Perdue will be in attendance for the unveiling presentation 
as well as Tommy Irvin, Commissioner of Agriculture. Also attending will be Dennis B. 
Sprung COO of The American Kennel Club as well as representatives from the 31 
participating kennel clubs that joined together to raise the funds to sponsor the $ 25,000 
bronze statue.   
 
“We are so thankful to the numerous AKC clubs that have supported DOGNY”, said 
Dennis B. Sprung, AKC Chief Operating Officer.  “Without their assistance we could not 
have raised over 2 million dollars for Search and Rescue organizations. This initiative 
from these Georgia area kennel clubs will ensure that the project and the teams who 
served on September 11 are forever remembered in Georgia.” 
 
 

### 
 

The American Kennel Club (AKC), founded in 1884, is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the 
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advancement of purebred dogs.  The AKC maintains the largest registry of purebred dogs in the world, 
oversees the sport of purebred dogs in the United States, and along with its 4,500 licensed and member 
clubs, educates the general public about responsible dog ownership. More than 15,000 competitions for 
AKC-registered purebred dogs are held under AKC rules each year including conformation, agility, 
obedience, tracking, herding, lure coursing, hunt tests, and field and earthdog trials. Affiliate AKC 
organizations include the AKC Canine Health Foundation, AKC Companion Animal Recovery and the AKC 
Museum of the Dog.  For more information, visit www.akc.org. 
 


