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HUNDREDS OF AKC RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERSHIP DAY 
 EVENTS POSTED ON AKC.ORG 

 
--From Rhode Island to the Hawaiian Islands, Dog Lovers Team Up To Educate 

Public About Proper Canine Care-- 
 
New York, NY – The American Kennel Club (AKC®) has declared Saturday, September 
17, 2005,  “AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day,” and in celebration of this event 
unveiled hundreds of event listings on its web site -- www.akc.org.   Occurring throughout 
the month of September and all across the country, the community events aim to educate 
first-time dog owners about the responsibilities of dog ownership and help current owners 
enhance their relationships with their pets. 
 
“Unfortunate incidents involving dogs are often a result of carelessness on the part of the 
dog owner to take responsibility for their pet.  There are two ends to every leash and 
responsible dog ownership begins with the person holding the leash,” said Lisa Peterson, 
AKC’s Director of Club Communications.  “AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day is a 
wonderful opportunity to remind people of the commitment they make when choosing to 
own a dog and to experience the human-canine bond.” 
 
All AKC-affiliated dog clubs as well as many other dog and pet-related organizations have 
been invited to participate by holding public events in their communities.  Activities will 
include AKC Canine Good Citizen  tests, ® obedience/agility demonstrations, 
microchipping clinics, breed rescue information, therapy dog/service dog demonstrations, 
safety around dogs for kids, fundraisers and many more entertaining and educational 
events. 
 
To date, over 175 clubs and organizations have signed on to participate.  Listings of all 
events can be found and searched by state at http://www.akc.org/clubs/rdod/events/. The 
site will be updated weekly to reflect new additions.  A few of the hundreds of events 
taking place include: 
 
• 9/4- French Bulldog Club of Dallas-Ft Worth, Fort Worth, TX.  Activities include 

microchip clinic, CGC testing and rescue information 
• 9/5- Schooley's Mt. Kennel Club, Morristown, NJ.  Activities include public education, 

breeder referral information, DNA kits and a microchip clinic.  Attendees can view 

http://www.akc.org/clubs/rdod/events/
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competition in Conformation, Obedience and Rally 
• 9/17- Lillian Veterinary Hospital, Lillian, AL.  Activities include rabies clinic, free nail 

trims, “Meet the Breeds,” Obedience/Rally demonstrations, paw painting booth, 
bobbing for hot dogs and a pet photographer 

• 10/1- Oshkosh Kennel Club, Oshkosh, WI.  Activities include educational 
presentations from local Humane Society and Oshkosh Humane Officer. Acupuncture 
demonstration, 4-H juniors dog club demo, vendors and door prizes 

 
On Saturday, September 17, 2005, AKC will hold a flagship event in New York City’s 
Madison Square Park at 5th Avenue and 23rd Street, where 20 local dog clubs are 
planning to host, “Meet the Breeds” information tables and conduct demonstrations.  The 
New York event offers an excellent opportunity for the public to meet canine experts who 
will share their insights and expertise on the breeds’ unique qualities and characteristics.  
Microchipping, AKC Canine Good Citizen® testing and agility, rally and obedience 
demonstrations will also be offered.  The AKC's Raleigh, NC office will hold a similar 
event on Saturday, September 10 at Millbrook Exchange Park.   
 
“In addition to current dog owners, anyone considering bringing a new dog into their home 
would benefit from attending an AKC RDO Day event in their community.  Dog experts 
will be on hand to assist with locating a reputable breeder, finding a local training club, 
advice on health, nutrition and socialization, and much more,” adds Peterson.   
 
Organizations interested in hosting an AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day event 
should contact the AKC at communications@akc.org or visit 
http://www.akc.org/clubs/rdod/index.cfm 
 

### 
 

The American Kennel Club (AKC®), founded in 1884, is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the 
advancement of purebred dogs.  The AKC maintains the largest registry of purebred dogs in the world, 
oversees the sport of purebred dogs in the United States, and along with its nearly 5,000 licensed and 
member clubs, educates the general public about responsible dog ownership. More than 16,000 
competitions for AKC-registered purebred dogs are held under AKC rules each year including conformation, 
agility, obedience, rally, tracking, herding, lure coursing, coonhound events, hunt tests, field and earthdog 
trials. Affiliate AKC organizations include the AKC Canine Health Foundation, AKC Companion Animal 
Recovery and the AKC Museum of the Dog.  For more information, visit www.akc.org
 
AKC® is a registered trademark of the American Kennel Club. 
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