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Educational Subjects 

 Career Development 

 Language Arts 

 

AKC Materials 

 Jim Houck and 

Patella- 2014 

Humane Fund video 

 2010 Meet the 

Breeds: Law 

Enforcement Demo 

video 

 Article: “Careers in 

Dogs” 

 Article: “Getting 

Started Showing 

your Dogs” 

 Article: “Skills 

Needs for Careers in 

Dogs” (additional 

preparation) 

 Article: “Things 

Children Can Do 

Now to Prepare for a 

Career in Dogs” 

(additional 

preparation) 

 Interview 

Questionnaire  

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: Careers in Dogs 

 

Theme: Careers 

 

Objective:  Inform students of the many types of careers 

involving dogs. 

 

Preparation: 

 Invite 3 volunteers that work with dogs to speak 

about their profession. Share the interview 

worksheet with them ahead of time so they can 

prepare their responses.  

 Review the two videos Jim Houck and Patella- 

2014 AKC Humane Fund and 2010 Meet the 

Breeds: Law Enforcement Demo.  

 

Suggested Procedure: 

1. Watch the video Jim Houck and Patella- 2014 

Humane Fund highlighting SAR and 2010 Meet the 

Breeds: Law Enforcement Demo video highlighting 

police officers that work with K-9 units.  

 

2. Work with the students to create a list of all the 

careers they know that involve dogs. 

 

3. Use the “Getting Started Showing your Dog” article 

as a reference to briefly explain the different roles of 

judge, ring steward and show superintendent. 

 

4. Allow your guests to explain their professions. 

Encourage them to talk about the different levels of 

education and the areas of study pertinent to their 

career. 

 

5. Distribute copies of the interview questionnaire and 

ask the guests to spread out throughout the space. 

The students will choose the profession they find 

most interesting from those represented by your 

guests and interview them in small groups using the 

questionnaire.  

 

6. Have the students and guests regroup after the 

interviews and allow one student volunteer from each 

group to share an interesting fact they learned 

through the interview.  
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Suggested Discussion Questions: 

1. Why it is important to think about possible careers 

now? 

 

2. What personality traits should one have for “______” 

career? 

 

3. Do you know anyone that has a career in dogs?  

 

On Their Own: 

 Ask the students to research one career related to 

dogs that interests them and present a report about 

what duties, initial training, educational preparations, 

and personality traits the job requires. 

 Ask the students to choose one of the professions 

discussed  in your presentation and write a diary 

entry describing “a day in the life of…” from the 

point of view of the vet, dog walker, groomer, etc.  


