
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Educational Subjects 
• Language Arts 
 
AKC Materials 
• Is Your Family 

Ready for a Dog? 
worksheet 

• Doggie Time! 
worksheet 

Theme: Getting a Best Friend 
 

Topic: Deciding if Dog Ownership is 
Right for You 
 
Objective:  
• Give students an overview of the responsibilities that 

go along with dog ownership.  
• Have students weigh the pros and cons of dog 

ownership and consider whether this is the right time 
for them to start a search to add a dog to their family. 

 
Suggested Procedure: 
1. Discuss with students the many responsibilities of 

dog ownership (i.e. training, veterinary care, 
attention). 

• It is often hard to resist the temptation of a cute, 
wiggly puppy and make a mature thoughtful decision 
about whether a dog is right for your family. 

 
2.  Discuss how dogs are a long-term commitment. 
• The average dog lives from six to 16 years or longer. 
• If you get a puppy or young dog while in middle 

school, that dog could still be a part of your family 
long after you have graduated high school.   

 
3. Use the provided worksheet, “Is Your Family Ready 

for a Dog,” to facilitate a discussion about how 
getting a dog is a family decision. 

 
4. Talk to the students about when a family is ready for 

a dog. The worksheet, “Doggie Time!” illustrates 
how caring for a dog requires a major time 
commitment. 

 
On Their Own:  
• Interview neighbors and friends who own and do not 

own dogs. Ask them why they decided to get a dog 
(or why they decided not to get a dog). For those 
people who own dogs, ask what is their favorite 
aspect of dog ownership. Also ask what is their least 
favorite part of dog ownership. 
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