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Minutes
AKC Beagle Advisory Committee

July 15, 2003

The Beagle Advisory Committee meeting was held via conference call at 11:00 AM EST. 

In attendance: Chairperson,  Mel Stewart, Director of Hound Field Trials; and Field
Representatives William VanDeBogart, and Jim Odle.  Representing AKC: William
Speck, Assistant Vice President – Performance Events; Gordon Heldebrant - Director of
Performance Events.

The Committee was made up of the following members:

# of Clubs
Represented: Committee Member: Clubs:

1

John Borsa
10015 Holly Hill Lane 
New Freedom, PA 17349
717-235-1031

National Beagle Club

19

John Barnes
5214 Vale Avenue
Carmichael, CA  95608
916-483-4197
nbqjohnb@aol.com

Golden Bear Association of Beagle Clubs,
Northwest Association of Beagle Club &
California

49

Paul Sizemore
2394 County Road 1100N
El Paso, IL  61738-1856
309-527-5044
309-530-5020 cell
beagle@elpaso.net

Abe Lincoln, Hoosier, Illiana, Northern
South Hoosier, Western & Wisconsin

46

Glenn Larson  
Not in Attendance
572 Lee Creek Road
Byhalia, MS  38611
662-851-7278
larsoncayce1@aol.com

Dixie Association of Beagle Clubs, Deep
South, Delta, Southern, Southwestern &
Tennessee Valley

39

Eddie Canter
8775 Black Run Road
Nashport, OH  43830
740-828-2252

Central Association of Beagle Clubs,
Eastern Ohio, Miami, Northern Ohio,
Southern Ohio, West Virginia
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65

Grant Schibilia
Not in Attendance
30 Point Mt Road
Washington, NJ  07882
908-832-6611
grant6s@hotmail.com

Atlantic, Delaware, Delaware Valley,
Carolinas, South Atlantic, Southeastern &
Virginia

44

Replacement: Stanley Clay
RD2 Box 6
East Freedom, PA 16637
Tel: 814-695-0422

Tri-State Association of Beagle Clubs,
Eastern Lake Erie, Penn Central, Penn
Mountain, West Penn, New England,
Eastern New England, North Atlantic, &
Red Jacket

53

Robert King
2640 W Wing Road
Mt Pleasant, MI  48858
989-866-2592
kingidk@cmich.edu

Northern Michigan Hare Association,
Maine, New Hampshire-Vermont, New
York & Pioneer Valley

47

John Gibble
829 Trail Road N
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
717-665-9448

john.gibble@nab02.usace.arm
y.mil

Northeastern Beagle Gundog Federation,
Pennsylvania Beagle Gundog Federation,
Iriquois Beagle Gundog Assn., Northeast
Hunting Beagle Assn.

38

Larry Dillard
2432 Vale Drive
Birmingham, AL  35244
205-988-0658
lsdillard@aol.com

Deep South Beagle Gundog Federation,
Mid – South Beagle Gundog Federation

57

Robert Oliver
305 Elmwood Street
Easley, SC  29642
864-859-6307
rsoliver5@earthlink.net

United Beagle Gundog Federation

37

Gary Hanks
PO Box 67
Price, TX  75687
903-861-3533

Lone Star Beagle Assn., Mid – Atlantic
Beagle Assn., Mid- West Beagle Assn.

32

Glenn Cole
Not in Attendance
3938 S. State Road 3
Scottsburg, IN  47170
812-889-2284

Appalachian Beagle Gundog Federation,
Mid America Gun Dog Fed, all
unaffiliated Gundog Brace Clubs

The Chair called the meeting to order at 11:16AM and called roll. All members of the BAC,
were present except: Glenn Larson, Grant Schibilia, and Glenn Cole. The Chair welcomed
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the representatives to the 68th annual meeting, and thanked them for taking the time to
participate in the important work of the BAC.  

The Chair then introduced the Raleigh AKC staff. William Speck, AVP- Performance Events
and Gordon Heldebrant, Director of Peformance Events who also thanked the Committee. 

The Chair called attention to the latest statistics from the Performance Events Department.
In review, the number of beagle events in 2003 approved to date were similar to last year
at 706. 

Beagle trials held in the calendar years of 2001 & 2002 vs. the applications received for
the calendar year of 2003.

2001 2002 2003
Brace 271 305 308
Gun Dog Brace 33 46 59
Large Pack 74 86 83
Small Pack 114 82 59
Small Pack Option 202 197 197

Total 694 716 706

Total entries during the calendar year 2002 were 61,981 versus 61,708 in 2001, which
resulted in an increase of 273. There were 8 Sanctioned A trials and 691 Sanctioned B
trials in 2002.

Twelve judge’s seminars were held in 2002 with 303 attendees, an increase of 102 over
2001.

Beagles ascended to fourth place in registration in 2002. Individual registrations were
down 5,809 to 44,610; litter registrations decreased 264 to 18,763.

In 2002, AKC’s Investigations Division inspected 4,096 kennels, which breed and sell
AKC registered dogs. 341 individuals were suspended due to violations. These figures
cover all breeds, not only Beagles. Most of the violations were due to the refusal to allow
inspection of their records. Everyone should keep in mind that AKC inspectors are always
willing to assist anyone who wishes to bring their records into compliance with AKC
rules. The Chair pointed out many inspectors have been refused permission to view AKC
registration records.

The Chair then reminded the Committee the AKC requires 3/4 majority of votes by the
Committee to get a clear consensus of what is adopted and that it is required all votes will
be made public to keep in accordance with the Sunshine Law and be printed in various
beagle publications. 

Chair directed Committee to the 2003 BAC Agenda and began with the first item:
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1. Revise Chapter 9, Section 3 of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and Standard
Procedures for Brace, Small Pack and Small Pack Option Field Trials to read:
“Field Championship points for Beagles shall be awarded to the hounds placing
and the NBQ hounds in licensed or member trials in Open Classes in which there
were six or more starters”.  The championship points shall be awarded on the
following basis: 

1 point, for each starter, to the winner of first place;
½ point, for each starter, to the winner of second place;
1/3 point, for each starter, to the winner of third place;
¼ point, for each starter, to the winner of fourth place;
1/5 point, for each starter, to the hound designated NBQ

The Chair reviewed this item with the Committee making sure all members understood
what was being voted on and took comments.  The Chair and Bill Speck explained the
voting process in which recommendations would need to be passed by the AKC Board of
Directors and then passed onto the Delegates to be voted on.  The Chair and Bill Speck
presented items to the Committee on how this proposal would affect internal AKC
processes.  Committee discussed the pros and cons to giving placement or points to
designated NBQ hounds.  It was noted that an NBQ is not designated in Large Pack.
Committee briefly discussed the viewpoint of "cheapened title" and its affect on beagling.
There was also clarification by Bill Speck that a dog receiving points is in fact being
placed. Mr. Speck gave an example of Reserve in Performance, should another dog be
disqualified the fifth placed dog would be moved up which does not currently happen to
NBQ hounds.

After hearing all comments, the Chair called for a vote which resulted in the following:

John Borsa NO
John Barnes YES
Paul Sizemore YES
Glenn Larson NOT PRESENT
Eddie Canter NO
Grant Schibilia NOT PRESENT
Stanley Clay YES
Robert King YES
John Gibble NO
Larry Dillard YES
Robert Oliver NO
Gary Hanks YES
Glenn Cole NOT PRESENT

Recommendation did not pass as 3/4 majority vote was not reached. 
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Committee moved on to the next proposal to revise Chapter 9, Section 1, paragraph 5 to
read:  “However, if when entries are closed, it is found that there are fewer than six
hounds of a sex eligible to compete in any class, that class may be combined and run
with both sexes or sizes, but no classes shall be combined under any other
circumstance…”

The Chair reviewed this item with the Committee making sure all members understood
what was being voted on and took comments.  There was further discussion by
Committee to clarify the combining of classes.  The question was raised is the class a
dog finishes in also listed on the certificate of title.  Bill Speck confirmed the certificate
does not designate class sizes. Bill Speck further explained it was very likely the full
understanding of this concept would not be reached if it was proposed further.  The
issued was raised that clubs with smaller classes would benefit from this
recommendation.

After hearing all comments, the Chair called for a vote which resulted in the following:

John Borsa NO
John Barnes YES
Paul Sizemore YES
Glenn Larson NOT PRESENT
Eddie Canter NO
Grant Schibilia NOT PRESENT
Stanley Clay YES
Robert King YES
John Gibble NO
Larry Dillard NO
Robert Oliver YES
Gary Hanks NO
Glenn Cole NOT PRESENT

Recommendation did not pass as 3/4 majority vote was not reached. 

The Committee moved on to the next proposal to establish a new Two Couple Pack.
The Chair reviewed this as also being called, a Hunt Test.  The Chair commended
John Stuckwisch for his time and effort in writing this new recommendation. The
Chair further explained repeatedly throughout the meeting that this is to be considered
a starting point and the Committee could pursue changes as they see necessary.  The
Chair also explained that this test will attract many new participants.

The Chair then took comments. The question was raised by Eddie Canter as to how
dates would be determined.  AKC Staff explained this would be handled in the same
way as trials and tests where clubs would apply for a date and it would belong to them
until whenever they relinquish it.  The initial application process would be on a first
come, first serve basis. There would be no conflicts as a hunt test and field trial are
held in order to achieve different titles. Committee was agreed on clubs being allowed
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2 tests per year. It was also questioned if this would be printed in a separate rulebook.
Bill Speck explained this new hunt test material would probably be added to the back
of the existing rulebook as regulations.  Paul Sizemore recommended that 4 specific
colors be designated to paragraph #5 -  Blue, red, white, yellow.  Committee was
agreed.  Paul Sizemore also recommended to change the wording to paragraph #10 for
better clarification.  (Exact wording still to be determined.) Committee was agreed.
There was brief discussion of paragraph #11 and #16.  The question was raised as to
what the minimum number of packs required would be.  Committee was agreed on 6
being the minimum number of packs required to hold a hunt test.  There was a brief
discussion on entry fees. Bill Speck pointed out that fees are set by the Board of
Directors and there has been no indication of any increases to the license fee.  Bill
Speck informed the Committee, Beagle field trials incur the lowest cost of all other
Performance Events.  During the discussion on entries and event sites, Mr. Speck
suggested the use of closing dates which would offer clubs more control on the
number of entries to their events thereby allowing better preparation.  There was also
brief discussion on owners of hounds in a pack.      

After hearing all comments, the Chair called for a vote which resulted in
the following:

John Borsa YES
John Barnes YES
Paul Sizemore YES
Glenn Larson NOT PRESENT
Eddie Canter YES
Grant Schibilia NOT PRESENT
Stanley Clay YES
Robert King YES
John Gibble NO
Larry Dillard YES
Robert Oliver YES
Gary Hanks NO
Glenn Cole NOT PRESENT

Recommendation passed by 3/4 the majority vote.

The Chair asked Committee for items to add to the 2004 agenda:

Gary Hanks made a motion to change the definition of a Derby Beagle so that it would
be the same throughout the SPO, Brace, and Large Pack Trials. Seconded by John
Borsa. The Committee agreed the following change would help new people understand
age eligibility.

"A Beagle is a Derby throughout the calendar year, January year, January 1 through
December 31, if it was whelped not later than June 30 of the previous year and not
earlier than July 1 of the year before that, except that at trials held in Large Packs on
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hare a Beagle shall be a Derby if it has not reached its second birthday on the first day
of the trial. "
 
John Gibble made a motion that SPO clubs be allowed to hold a second trial
of their choosing.  Seconded by Gary Hanks.  

Robert Oliver raised the issue of beagles with tape on their tails not always
being allowed to compete and that it should be clear and consistent in
accordance with the rules.  After discussion it was decided the decision
should be up to the individual field trial committee and AKC should clarify
this better by printing it in the beagling publications.

The Chair thanked the Committee for participating in the meeting. Mr. Speck thanked the
members of the BAC for their contributions to this year’s meeting and their dedication to
the sport of Beagling. 

Larry Dillard expressed to the Committee and AKC Staff, his Federation
members strongly protest the $2.00 dog fee.  This was duly noted and Bill
Speck stated he would pass it on to the Board of Directors. 

Bill Speck asked the Committee permission to hold next year's meeting via
conference call due to budget constraints and fewer items on the 2004
agenda.  Committee agreed. It was suggested by John Gibble to provide an
orientation booklet to new members.

The 2004 BAC meeting will be held by conference call format.

The Chair then introduced and thanked the field staff members in attendance, Bill
VanDeBogart, and Jim Odle. The Chair reminded the BAC members to feel free to
contact the staff, both field and in-house, at any time.

Paul Sizemore inquired if there would be additional field staff. Bill Speck
explained three years ago there were 21 reps and now there are 15 to cover
all sports due to budget constraints.

Both the Chair and Bill Speck again thanked everyone for their efforts and
participation.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 p.m.


