
 
 
 
  

 

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617-3390 
Phone: 919-816-3502      aah@akc.org      Fax: 919-816-4204 

Andy Hartman 
Director of Agility 

August, 2010 
 
Dear AKC Agility Judges, 
 
Thank you all for doing such a good job implementing all of the September 1 Regulation and Guidelines changes!  We 
appreciate all of your hard work. 
 
Here is a link to the new (final version) of the Agility Judges Guidelines:  
http://www.akc.org/pdfs/rulebooks/REAJG1.pdf  
 
Also, we have been working on some course design changes and additional ways of counting challenges that we think you will 
like.  These and some other changes that affect course design and the course review process are outlined below.  Please take 
note and use them for all future courses that you design. Do not go back and try to retrofit courses which have already been 
submitted.  
 
Handler Restrictions: If you place an open tunnel under the ascent or descent board of the Dog Walk or A-Frame, the tunnel 
opening must be at least 6 feet from the aframe or dog walk (so that the handler has to have at least 6 feet of lateral distance 
from the contact obstacle) in order to be counted as a handler restriction (toward your challenge requirements). 
 
Jump Obstacles Next to Contacts: For safety reasons, a jump (any part, including the edge of the wing), must be the 
minimum distance listed below when placed next to the Dog Walk or A-Frame 

• Dog Walk: 4 feet minimum next to the yellow zone (up and down ramp); 6 feet minimum if next to any other part of the 
dog walk. 

• A-Frame: 8 feet minimum 
 
Any Obstacle Next to See-Saw Up-Ramp: For safety reasons, there must be a 4 foot minimum between the Up-Ramp of the 
See-Saw and any other obstacle. 
 
The “Raised End” of the See-Saw Board:  Because we do not want handlers running into the raised end of the board, there 
needs to be at least 8 feet between the raised end of the board and any other obstacle on the course.   
 
Counting a Contact / Open Tunnel Challenge: If you place an Open Tunnel next to the contact zone of the Dog Walk or A-
Frame (for a contact/tunnel discrimination), a challenge will be counted, even if the distance from the prior obstacle exceeds 21 
feet, if both of the following conditions are met:  

• The Open Tunnel entrance must be within the yellow zone of the contact’s ramp (see drawing below). 
• The spacing between the edge of the Open Tunnel and the contact’s ramp must be no more that 4 feet. 

 



 

 
 



 
Judge Cancellations: Clubs now have the option of requesting that a judge cancel from an upcoming assignment. In order for 
a judge to be removed from an approved assignment, the following conditions must be met:  

• The cancellation request must be presented in writing from the club to all parties affected. 
• All parties affected must agree upon all parts of the cancellation agreement, including how to handle those courses 

already designed by the judge being canceled.  
• If you are the judge taking on additional classes and you wish to re-design or alter the already-approved courses, 

check with your reviewing Field Rep first (prior to accepting the cancellation agreement) if the cancellation is inside the 
30 day time period for submitting courses. 

 
Start and Finish Lines:  

• Standard and JWW: The Timer/Scribe need no longer be placed on the same plane of the start and finish obstacles, 
so long as the openings for both the start and finish obstacles may be seen by the timer. 

• FAST: The Timer/Scribe must now only be on the plane of the start line. The timer must only be able to see opening of 
the finish obstacle.  

• All Classes: The Timer/Scribe must still be closer to the start obstacle than the finish obstacle, thus allowing for 
adequate communication with the gate steward. 

 
Weave Poles as an off-course challenge: The weave poles may be counted as a challenge option if any part of the weave 
pole obstacle (not just poles 1-2) are within the 21 foot requirement.  
 
Verify Your Classes: Please remember that it is a judge’s responsibility to obtain from the club a Premium List and to verify 
that the classes listed match your contract. If you are having trouble getting a club to respond, please call your reviewing Field 
Rep or Andy Hartman and we’ll assist you. You should also remember to check the AKC website. 
 
When is a Re-Attempt Offered: Judges should only offer/allow the handler to re-attempt a contact obstacle if, in the judge’s 
opinion, it was a true instance of the dog falling off the obstacle. Please brief that the exhibitor has the option to reattempt 
ONLY if the judge determines that the dog fell off of the obstacle as opposed to the dog exiting the obstacle voluntarily such as 
when the dog chooses to get off to either follow handler or is refusing to do the obstacle. 
 
 
Re-Attempt at the Closed Tunnel: It is OK for the judge to assist the exhibitor during the Closed Tunnel’s re-attempt by 
holding the end of the chute to get the dog thru it.  
 
When to Tweak and When to Call: If your approved course needs to be altered in the field and the change makes you 
question yourself, and/or if the average exhibitor, having looked at your posted map of the course, would say “This course is 
different than the map.” then attempt to reach the Field Reps first for approval. If no Field Rep could be reached, go ahead and 
use your best judgment, noting the changes on the AKC copy of the course provided to the Club. Also, the change must be 
noted in your judges report and copy of the changed course sent to the Director of Agility.   
 
Applying the 3-attempts weave pole rule in FAST:  The 3-attempts rule shall only be administered in FAST when the weave 
poles are the 2nd or 3rd obstacle in the Send Bonus. In other words, only when Refusals and Run-outs are being scored.  
 
Marking the Tire Chain: We highly recommend that clubs label the chain (or similar mechanism) so that the chain matches the 
jump height which is currently running. In this fashion, ring stewards who are inexperienced will not have to be aware of the 
“one jump height lower” rule for the tire obstacle. (Example: If the 20” jump height is running, the tire’s chain label will read 20” 
but the actual height of the tire shall be set at 16 inches from the ground.) 
 
 
Dual-Pointed FAST Obstacles: if a dual-pointed obstacle is used in a combo, it has to be unidirectional from the side that is 
not part of the combo.  In this fashion, it is clear to the judge & exhibitors whether to award the value of the individual obstacle 



 
or to evaluate awarding the combo value once the combo is successfully completed, based on the dog’s direction of travel. See 
the diagram below. 
 

 
Reminder – Lower Aframe for 4 and 8 Inch Classes -  To help you remember to lower the aframe for the 4 and 8 inch 
classes, or to raise it back to 5’6” for the other classes, we suggest drawing a brightly colored line on the gate sheet at the point 
in the running order when the aframe should be changed.  Brief the gate steward to announce “aframe change” at that point.  
We have done this at a few trials and it has worked well.  
 
New FAST Scribe Sheet: Having spent the last two years evaluating how best to accurately review FAST scribe sheets upon 
the completion of a class, a new Subtraction Method has been formed. The process is as follows: 

• The judge first determines if the Send Bonus was successfully completed. If not, then the scribe sheet does not have to 
be verified further. 

• If the SB was completed, then add up the points NOT EARNED. 
• Subtract that value from 80. 
• Subtract any time faults. 
• Determine if your answer matches how the score table scored the scribe sheet/marked catalog. 

 
Additionally, it was requested during the Advisory committee process that we add a blank section for recording the points as 
they occur.  Use of this section is completely optional, but it does assist in determining whether a point value has been “missed” 
when questions arise from the exhibitor. Please be sure to brief your scribe and the score table as to the method you wish 
used. 
 
A new FAST scribe sheet template (copied below) will be sent out shortly to the Clubs, Trial Secretaries, and software vendors.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
Thank You for your hard work and dedication toward our sport. It is very much appreciated! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Andy Hartman, Director of Agility 
And the Field Reps … Gail Storm, Carrie De Young, Doug Hurley, Diane Craig, Barb Budnar, Mark Sjogren,  
Richard Mackintosh and Steve Herwig 



 
 
UPCOMING AKC AGILITY JUDGES CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINARS 
February 4-6, 2011  Atlanta, GA   Chris Danielly   CDanielly@aol.com 
February 26-27, 2011  Denver, Colorado  Beth Godwin  Bgodwin3@juno.com 
November 6-7, 2011   Sacramento, CA    Kathie Leggett   kathie@touchngoagility.com 
 


