
 
 
 

  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9623 Wystone Avenue     Northridge, CA  91324     Phone: 818-886-8212     cxd2@akc.org  

Carrie DeYoung 
Director of Agility 

 

November, 2010 
 
Dear AKC Agility Judges, 
 
Thank you to each of you for helping to make the smooth transition to the changes in the Agility 
program starting September 1, 2010.  This newsletter contains clarifications about how to apply the 
changes to your judging, as well as a couple of other questions we have received over the past few 
weeks. 
 
Wrong Course Fault Before The Dog Starts Its Run:  Please remember that a dog is to receive a 
wrong course fault call if an obstacle is taken prior to the dog starting the timer when it takes the first 
numbered obstacle on the course even if the timer has not indicated the run should start or if the dog 
chooses to do so on its own without direction from the handler. 
Agility Judges Guidelines, page 28, states:  
 

Start and Finish Lines: 
• Dogs that run past the first obstacle or the last obstacle will incur a runout fault. 
• No runouts or refusals will be assessed prior to the dog crossing the runout line of the first obstacle; however, a 
wrong course will be assessed if the dog takes any obstacle on the course prior to crossing the runout 
line or starting the time normally by taking the first obstacle. 

 
Proper Calls After Dog Is Required To Move On: If the Regulations state that a dog must move on 
to the next, correct obstacle on the course (as is required by the 4-paw safety rule and also the 3-
attempts at the weaves rule), then only a Failure To Perform fault should be called. A Wrong Course 
fault is not required to be called as the dog is now required to move to the next obstacle; hence that 
obstacle is now the next, correct obstacle to be performed. 
 
Table Anticipation: Agility Judges Guidelines, Chapter 5, Section 3 currently states: 

Pause Table: A dog is not on the table until completely on it with all 4 paws (i.e. no paws on the ground) and has 
not exited the table until it has left the table and all 4 paws have touched the ground. Until a dog is completely on 
the table they are still subject to refusal and run out calls. The judge should immediately begin the table count 
once the dog is completely on the table. 
 

Please take note that the above definition of when the dog has “exited the table” is being changed. 
Effective immediately, the new definition shall be: 

Pause Table: A dog is not on the table until completely on it with all 4 paws. Until a dog is completely on the table 
they are still subject to refusal and run out calls. The judge should immediately begin the table count once the dog 
is completely on the table. . A dog has not exited the table until all four paws are no longer in contact with the 
table and the dog has forward momentum (i.e. if they’re laying on their back and still on the table they’re 
fine, etc.) If a dog still has one or more paws in contact with the table at the conclusion of GO, then no 
fault shall be called. 

 
Tire Setting: When the bars are set at 26 inches, please remember that the tire is to be set at 24 
inches (not 20 inches). AKC Regulations for Agility Trials, Chapter 3, Section 9, #12, chart 



 

 
STD/JWW Rerun for Time: Agility Judges Guidelines, Chapter 7 states:  

If it was clear, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that the dog was under time, the judge shall instruct the handler that 
the dog’s time will be the lesser of the actual rerun time or standard course time. The judge may assign standard 
course time if the exhibitor does not wish to rerun or if the dog does not complete all obstacles on the course. 
If the handler runs their dog in an unsafe manner, the judge will ask the handler and dog to leave the ring. 
Standard course time and a qualifying score will then be assigned to the dog. 
 

Please remember to brief the exhibitor that if their dog does not complete all of the obstacles during 
their rerun, then Standard Course Time and a qualifying score shall still be awarded. 
 
Harnesses: Please add to your briefing the following statement about harnesses:  

“All sections of a dog’s harness must be snapped closed prior to the handler/dog team leaving 
the ring, otherwise the dog has left the ring “off-leash” and a resulting Excusal fault must be 
called.” 
 

Remember, once you believe the dog is under the handler’s control, such as sitting next to the 
handler or the handler has their hand on the collar, you may release the next dog to run. You do not 
have to hold up your ring waiting for all sections of the previous dog’s harness to be snapped closed. 
 
Table to Contact Obstacle: Designing a course where the path is from the table to any contact 
obstacle is no longer allowed.  Agility Judges Guidelines, Chapter 3, required Obstacles will be 
rewritten to clarify this point 
 
Junior Handler Forms: Contrary to what the form states, please be aware that any judge of-record 
for that weekend’s event, the Trial Secretary, or an AKC Field Rep may sign the form AFTER having 
first verified the score and placement from the marked catalog results. 
 
Club/Training Center logo-wear: The question has been raised whether the clothing policy that 
allows club insignia to be worn while competing in agility extends to training centers, etc. Yes, 
exhibitors may also wear clothing displaying their training center’s name and logo, however, it cannot 
advertise the facility with a statement like, “Train your dog at ABC Training Center.” 
 
As you are aware Andy Hartman is no longer with the AKC.  He will continue to serve in a consultant 
capacity during the transition.  I look forward to working with all of you and continuing to implement 
the many positive changes that have been made, and will continue to be made to the AKC agility 
program. 
 
Thank You for your hard work and dedication toward our sport. It is very much appreciated! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Carrie DeYoung, Director of Agility 
 
And the Field Reps… Gail Storm, Doug Hurley, Diane Craig, Barb Budnar, Mark Sjogren, Richard 
Mackintosh, and Steve Herwig 
 
UPCOMING AKC AGILITY JUDGES CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINARS 
February 5-6, 2011  Atlanta, GA  Chris Danielly  CDanielly@aol.com 
February 26-27, 2011  Denver, Colorado Beth Godwin  Bgodwin3@juno.com 
November 5-6, 2011   Sacramento, CA   Kathie Leggett  kathie@touchngoagility.com 


