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9623 Wystone Avenue     Northridge, CA  91324     Phone: 818-886-8212     cxd2@akc.org  

Carrie DeYoung 
Director of Agility 

 

September, 2011 
 
Dear AKC Agility Judges, 
 

Judges’ Liability Insurance: The judges’ liability insurance covers judges in their capacity as a judge at AKC events, 
which means while officiating in the ring. This insurance is provided if an exhibitor sues them for excusing or disqualifying 
a dog for some reason that the exhibitor disagrees with, injuring a dog in some way, and any issue that takes place in 
their ring. This insurance does not cover any issues of injuries while traveling or for that matter in the ring. It only protects 
the judge from being sued by exhibitors while performing their function as a judge. A flyer with additional information from 
the insurance broker may be found Q & A Judges Liability Coverage.  

 
Harness and Leashes: It is perfectly acceptable for a handler to bring their dog into the ring on a harness, then ask the 
leash runner to carry both the harness and a slip lead to the “out” gate, so that after the dog’s run concludes, the handler 
can just slip the lead over the dog’s head and leave the ring. So long as the dog is restrained by that slip lead, the harness 
does not have to be re-fastened to the dog. 
 
Course Change Submissions: Please remember that if you make any changes (not tweaks) on-site to your approved 
courses; be sure to email a CRCD3 file listing those changes to both Carrie DeYoung and your supervising Field Rep 
after the trial weekend.  Before any changes are made an attempt should be made to reach either your Rep or another 
Rep if your Rep is not available 
 
Separating Multiple Dogs / Same Handler on the Gate Sheet: If a handler has multiple dogs within the same jump 
height, those dogs may be separated to allow for adequate spacing between runs, including moving one of the dogs to the 
start of a prior jump height. It is important that the run order of the dogs within the same jump height does not change, 
however it is ok to move a dog out of order (i.e. in front of or behind) another dog/same handler that is in a different jump 
height.  
 
Example: A handler is showing dogs “a” and “b” in the 26 inch jump height class and also dog “c” in the 24 inch jump 
height class. Dog “a” may be moved to run between when the 20s conclude and the 24s begin, thus giving that handler 
more time between runs. This process keeps the ring from waiting on that handler to switch dogs when the 26 jump height 
is running. It does not matter if dog “a” is now in front of dog “c” so long as the dogs within the same jump height class did 
not switch in order (i.e. dog “b” may not be put between the 20s and 24s). 
 
When entries first close we ask that Trial Secretaries continue to provide as much space as possible within a jump height 
for handlers who are running multiple dogs. If additional space is still desired, the exhibitor should discuss options 
available with the judge as it is the judge who is responsible for gate changes during the trial weekend. 
 
Signals after 3-attempts at Weave Poles: If you have counted three attempts at the weave poles and tell the exhibitor to 
“go on” to the next, correct obstacle, you should simply signal 3 Rs (for each attempt, assuming Open or Excellent), then 
an F (for failing to perform the weaves) – no W is required or warranted. Since you are telling the exhibitor to move on, 
they are now performing the next, correct obstacle, hence the dog is not “off-course”.  
 
T2B Scribe Sheets to Marked Catalog – Items to Watch For: Below are a couple of items to keep an eye out for when 
checking your T2B marked catalog results at the trial: 
 

1) To qualify in T2B the dog’s run time must be under the maximum course time (MCT).  The AKC has received 
results where a dog’s run time was MCT and but were listed as being qualified. 

http://www.akc.org/pdfs/events/agility/judges_liability_coverage.pdf


 

2) Maximum course time is being used/listed as the standard course time (SCT), which is incorrect. The SCT should 
be the time to beat as posted by the fastest dog in the jump height. The- MCT and SCT are two, separate 
numbers used for different purposes. 

3) T2B points are being recorded in the marked catalog results. Neither “score” or “points” should be shown in the 
catalog. 

4) Marked catalog results are not printing “Q” or “QUALIFIED” or noting the 1
st
 placement; this is required. 

5) The Certification page is showing 0 for dogs that have qualified and 0 for dogs entered in T2B; this is incorrect. 
 
Judge’s Posted Briefings are Now Optional: Effective immediately, judges have the option of posting a judge’s briefing 
if they so desire, but it is no longer required. The AKC Agility Judge’s Guidelines will be updated during the next printing to 
reflect this change. 
 
FAST Subtraction Method: Effective September 1, 2011 all clubs should be utilizing the Subtraction Method of the FAST 
scribe sheets exclusively.  Please be aware that the “box” for noting obstacle points as they occur is optional. There is no 
requirement that it be used. As has been the practice in the past, clubs may modify the scribe sheet to suit their needs, 
which includes removal of this “box” if the club does not wish to utilize that method, however the “math” for the subtraction 
method must be retained (i.e. 80 - # of points obstacles not circled – time faults = score for all with SB circled).  
 
Thank You for your hard work and dedication toward our sport. It is very much appreciated! 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Carrie DeYoung, Director of Agility 
 
And the Field Reps… Gail Storm, Doug Hurley, Diane Craig, Barb Budnar, Mark Sjogren, Richard Mackintosh, and Steve 
Herwig 
 
UPCOMING AKC AGILITY JUDGES CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINARS 
November 5-6, 2011   Sacramento, CA   Kathie Leggett   kathie@touchngoagility.com 
 
January 21-22, 2012  Columbus, OH  Susan Crank  susancrank@aol.com 
February 11-12, 2012  Milwaukee, WI  Sue Fregien  sue@caper-dogs.com 
August 11-12, 2012  St. Pete, FL  Joanne Killeen  joannekilleen@verizon.net 
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