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March, 2012 
 
Dear AKC Agility Judges, 
 
It is already March and this is our first newsletter of the “new” year.  The Agility Department continues to be busy with all it 
takes to grow and improve the sport we all love.  As you know we hit 1 million entries in 2011 for agility.  This was quite 
the milestone and it could only have been accomplished with all of the hard work and care each of you put into being an 
AKC Agility Judge.  Thank you very much for all you do out at the trials all year round both as judges and exhibitors. 
 
We will continue to use the newsletter to strive to keep all of us on the same page.  Please let us know if you have 
questions or run into issues that you feel should be addressed in our Judge’s newsletter.   
 
Below are the issues/changes for this first quarter for 2012: 
 
Course Design Changes: Effective immediately, the following course design changes are being made: 

 The temporary provision put into Time 2 Beat not allowing the weaves to be numbered twice shall become 
permanent with the next revision of the Judge’s Guidelines.   

 Being it is not an “allowed” obstacle, the dog walk may not exist within a course on a Time 2 Beat course, even if 
it is there to nest into the next-use of the ring. 

 With the length of the chute being shortened, thus the speed of the dogs increasing, the chute obstacle may no 
longer be placed underneath any other obstacle. 

 
Clarification of Refusal Call at Table: If the dog is approaching the table (next correct obstacle), then alters its path 
within the last 1/3rd to avoid the front side, a refusal call must be called even if the dog ultimately jumps up on the table 
from the side.   Refer to modified Diagram 5.4.5-B (see below) that will be updated in the AKC Agility Judge’s Guidelines. 
 

 
 



 

Re-Run Standard or JWW and Weaves: If a dog is re-running for time and incurs any type of fault at the weave poles, 
the dog must be brought back and re-started as was the process during the original run. 
 
Required Obstacles vs Option: If you determine during the running of your course that a required obstacle is missing, 
the ring must be halted and the required obstacle put into place immediately. Conversely, if you determine that a dummy 
obstacle is missing (hence an option), the ring should not be halted – the missing obstacle should be put into place 
between jump heights.  
 
Tunnel Measuring and Wheeling: 
Regulations for Agility Trials, Chapter 3, Section 3 state:  

5. Open Tunnel. The Open Tunnel is a flexible tube of durable material that is capable of being formed into 
curved shapes. The two openings are round with a height and width of 24 inches plus or minus (+/-) 2 inches with 
4-inch rib spacing required. 

    
When verifying a tunnel’s rib-spacing, be sure to first stretch the tunnel out taunt.  
 

 
   *Incorrect                      *Correct 
 
In addition, when reviewing your course in the field, please assure that the tunnels in-use have been stretched out so that 
your wheeling is accurate and also to prevent movement of the tunnel. A tunnel may not be “squished” to accommodate a 
smaller size; that creates a dangerous situation for the dogs running through the tunnel. 
 



 

Wing Measuring: 
Regulations for Agility Trials, Chapter 3, Section 3 further states:  
 

15. Jump Wings. Jump wings must be between 16- and 36-inches wide (24-inches recommended). Wings must 
be between 26- and 42-inches tall and can be angled. Wings may either be freestanding or attached to the upright 
of a jump. It is recommended that wings be placed at the rear of the triple bar jump (e.g. even with the highest 
bar) and at the mid-section of a double bar jump (since the double may be bi-directional). The combined width of 
a bar jump’s upright and wing may be no more than a maximum of 40-inches.   

 
NOTE: A +/- 2-inch variance to the above 16-inch minimum will be added shortly to this section of the Agility Regs, 
allowing for a 14 to 38 inch wide range. 

 

 
        (Wing measures 20.5 inches) 
 
Measuring of a wing is performed from a bar jump’s upright edge where the cups exist (but the measurement does not 
include the cup itself) to the outer edge of the wing. Note in the picture how the upright pole of the jump is included when 
measuring this wing that is attached. The same applies if the wing is free-standing.  
 
Menacing Incident Write-Ups: Please write up your description of who and what occurred in the Comments section of 
your Judge’s Post-Show web form report. This helps us keep the details of the trial and the incident in one document. 
Please do not send your write-up in a separate email. 
 
 
Thank You for your hard work and dedication toward our sport. It is very much appreciated! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Carrie DeYoung, Director of Agility 
 
And the Field Reps… Gail Storm, Doug Hurley, Diane Craig, Barb Budnar, Mark Sjogren, Richard Mackintosh, and Steve 
Herwig 
 
 
UPCOMING AKC AGILITY JUDGES CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINARS 
CONTACT CARRIE DEYOUNG (CXD2@AKC.ORG OR 818-886-8212) TO FIND OUT WHEN YOU ARE NEXT DUE TO ATTEND A RE-ED 
 
July 28-29, 2012  Hartford, CT  Pam O’Day  intrepid05@aol.com 
August 11-12, 2012  St. Pete, FL  Joanne Killeen  joannekilleen@verizon.net 
August 25-26, 2012  Houston, TX  Rachel Long  bellecreekdogs@gmail.com 
January 26-27, 2013  Seattle, WA  Lisa Selthofer  lisa@premierk9club.com 
 
 


